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Preface 


This volume of documents is being published in honour of the Inter- 
national Decade of Action to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination, 
which was decided on by the United Nations for the period from 1973 
to 1983. It is also a contribution by the GDR to International Anti- 
Apartheid Year 1978. 
The publishers have endeavoured to make the selection as broad and 
comprehensive as possible, in order to bring out what enourmous im- 
portance is attached in the GDR to the struggle against racism, 
apartheid and colonialism. Our readers will be able to see for them- 
selves that these tasks are carried out with the full support of all politi- 
cal forces in the GDR-—the Socialist Unity Party of Germany, the 
People’s Chamber, the Council of State and the Government, the other 
political parties and mass organizations and the whole of the working 
people. The people of the GDR does not regard support for the struggle 
against the inhuman phenomenon of racism as a temporary, tactical 
manoeuvre, but sees the complete eradication of both the theory and 
practice of this specific form of imperialist exploitation and oppression, 
as an important condition for the unfettered implementation of the 
peoples’ right to self-determination, freedom and independence from 
all imperialist exploitation and oppression. This volume contains decla- 
rations, speeches and statements made by representatives of the GDR 
on various occasions dealing with the struggle against racism, apartheid 
and colonialism from the founding of the GDR in 1949 right up to the 
present day. 

The themes dominating the documents are: 

1. the basic position taken by the GDR on this issue; 

2. the experience our own people has gained in overcoming the effects 
of fascism’s imperialist race-policies; 

3. the unshakeable solidarity, demonstrated again and again by the 
GDR, together with the Soviet Union and the other socialist coun- 
tries, with the peoples fighting against racism and apartheid; 

4. the exposure of the imperialist allies’ encouragement and active 
support for the racists, whose policies are both inhuman and in fla- 
grant violation of international law. 

All these questions are discussed in detail in the present volume, the 

message of which could be summed up in the slogan: 


Racists and the purveyors of their ideology will always have to reckon 
with the consistent opposition of the people and Government of the 
GDR! 

This point was strongly reemphasized by Erich Honecker, General Sec- 
retary of the SED Central Committee and Chairman of the GDR Coun- 
cil of State, in his address to the Chairman of the UN Special Committee 
against Apartheid Leslie O. Harriman, on the occasion of the Interna- 
tional Day for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination on 21 March 
1977. He wrote: 

“The German Democratic Republic stands firmly by the side of the 
African peoples and states defending themselves against the aggressive 
acts to the régimes in Pretoria and Salisbury. With revulsion and indig- 
nation, the people and Government of the GDR denounce the acts of 
terror and massacres perpetrated by the racist régimes, which do not 
even baulk at murdering women and children. 


Like many other countries, the GDR maintains no relations of any kind 
with South Africa. We are of the opinion that all cooperation with the 
racist régimes—be it political, military or economic—should be broken 
off, because these channels provide the racist oppressors not only with 
weapons, but also with important sources of machinery and materials 
for building up their armaments.” (See pages of this volume.) 

As the reader will discover in numerous official statements by the 
leading political representatives of our people, the GDR advocates that 
determined action be taken, particularly in fulfilment of UN decisions 
and resolutions, to achieve the complete international isolation of the 
South African apartheid régime and its racist allies in Southern Rho- 
desia. This makes it a task of prime importance to expose those impe- 
rialist forces continuing to provide the racists with political, economic 
and military support. 

Democratic public opinion throughout the world will not longer be 
satisfied with mere formal condemnation of racism, apartheid and co- 
lonialism. 

The task now is to proceed resolutely and uncompromisingly to elimi- 
nate the last remains of colonial rule on the African continent. The 
rights of the African peoples of South Africa, Namibia and Zimbabwe 
must be implemented immediately. 

This consistent struggle against racism, apartheid and colonialism is 
also exemplified in all the activities of the GDR Committee for the 
Decade of Action to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination, the 
publication of the present volume in German and English being a con- 
crete example of its work. . 


The publishers express the hope that both the comprehensive nature 
of the evidence provided in the volume and the ideological analysis it 
contains will awaken interest among broad circles of people and will 
give political orientation and ideological clarity to the continuing 
struggle against the theory and practice of racism. 


Berlin, April 1977 

Professor Max Schmidt Dr Heinrich Toeplitz 
Director, GDR Institute President, 

for International Politics Supreme Court of the GDR 
and Economics Chairman, 

Chairman, GDR Council GDR Committee for the 

for Research into Decade of Action to Combat 
Imperialism Racism and Racial 
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the XXVIII session of the UN General Assembly, concerning the 
implementation of the UN Declaration on the Granting of Inde- 
pendence to Colonial Countries and Peoples 

14 November 1973 


Statement made by GDR representative Dr Peter Dietze in the 
Special Political Committee of the XXVIII session of the UN Gen- 
eral Assembly, concerning the policies of apartheid of the Gov- 
ernment of South Africa 

15 November 1973 


Statement made by GDR representative Gtinter Mauersberger 
in the Fourth Committee of the XXVIII session of the UN General 
Assembly, concerning activities of foreign economic and other 
interests which are impeding the implementation of the Declara- 
tion on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and 
Peoples in Southern Rhodesia, Namibia and territories under 
Portuguese domination and in all other territories under colonial 
domination and efforts to eliminate colonialism, apartheid and 
racial discrimination in southern Africa 

16 November 1973 


From the statement made by Ambassador Peter Florin, Deputy 
Minister of Foreign Affairs and Permanent Representative of the 
GDR to the United Nations, at the XXVIII session of the UN Gen- 
eral Assembly, concerning the reduction of the military budgets 
of states permanent members of the Security Council by 10 per 
cent and utilization of part of the funds thus saved to provide 
assistance to developing countries 

20 November 1973 


From the statement made by Ambassador Peter Florin, Deputy 
Minister of Foreign Affairs and Permanent Representative of the 
German Democratic Republic to the United Nations in the First 
(Political) Committee, concerning the implementation of the UN 
Declaration on the Strengthening of International Security 

29 November 1973 
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From the joint communiqué issued after the visit to the GDR by 
a delegation of the Central Committee of the South African 
Communist Party (SACP), led by the Party’s Chairman, Dr Yusuf 
Mohamed Dadoo 

29 November 1973 


Statement by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the GDR to mark 
the 25th anniversary of the adoption by the United Nations of the 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights 

10 December 1973 


Statement by the Solidarity Committee of the GDR and the Con- 
federation of Free German Trade Unions on the occasion of the 
International Week of Action against Apartheid 

10 December 1973 


From the speech given by the President of the People’s Chamber 
of the GDR, Gerald Gdotting, before leading political figures of 
the GDR and the heads of foreign missions accredited in the GDR, 
to mark the 25th anniversary of the adoption by the United Na- 
tions of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights 

10 December 1973 


Statement made by Ambassador Peter Florin, Deputy Minister 
of Foreign Affairs and Permanent Representative of the GDR at 
the United Nations, at the XXVIII session of the UN General 
Assembly, concerning the implementation of the UN Declaration 
on the Strengthening of International Security 

18 December 1973 


Announcement of the accession of the German Democratic Re- 
public to the Convention of 9 December 1948 on the Prevention 
and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide 

14 January 1974 


Announcement of the accession of the German Democratic Re- 
public to the International Convention of 7 March 1966 on the 
Elimination of all Forms of Racial Discrimination 

14 January 1974 


Announcement by the GDR of its ratification of the International 
Convenant of 16 December 1966 on Civil and Political Rights 
14 January 1974 
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Announcement by the GDR of its ratification of the International 
Covenant of 16 December 1966 on Economic, Social and Cultural 
Rights 

14 January 1974 


Announcement of the accession of the German Democratic Re- 
public to the International Convention of 26 November 1968 on 
the Non-Applicability of Statutory Limitation to War Crimes and 
Crimes against Humanity 

14 January 1974 


Statement by the Peace Council of the GDR, the GDR Committee 
for Human Rights and the League for the United Nations in the 
GDR to mark the Infernational Day for the Elimination of Racial 
Discrimination 

21 March 1974 


From the message of greetings sent by the First Secretary of the 
Central Committee of the Socialist Unity Party of Germany, 
Erich Honecker, to the Chairman of the 11th Council meeting of 
the Afro-Asian People’s Solidarit Organization (AAPSO) 

26 March 1974 


From the statement made by the Acting Minister of Foreign Af- 
fairs of the GDR, Oskar Fischer, at the VI Special Session of the 
UN General Assembly 

12 April 1974 


Message of greetings addressed by the Solidarity Committee of 
the GDR to the peoples of Africa to mark All-African Freedom 
Day 

15 April 1974 


Interview granted by the Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs 
of the GDR, Dr Klaus Willerding, to PANORAMA international 
press agency of the GDR, on the occasion of the meeting held by 


the United Nations Special Committee against Apartheid in 
Berlin 


9 May 1974 
From the communiqué on the visit to the GDR by a delegation 
from the Popular Movement for the Liberation of Angola (MPLA) 
9 May 1974 
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Speech given by Hermann Axen, member of the Politbureau and 
Secretary of the Central Committee of the Socialist Unity Party 
of Germany and Chairman of the Foreign Affairs Committee of 
the GDR People’s Chamber, at the inaugural meeting of the Week 
of Solidarity with the peoples of Africa fighting for national liber- 
ation 

25 May 1974 


Address given by the Acting Minister of Foreign Affairs of the 
GDR, Oskar Fischer, to open the session of the UN Special Com- 
mittee against Apartheid in Berlin 

27 May 1974 


Joint declaration issued by the Solidarity Committee of the GDR, 
the National Council of the National Front of the GDR, the Nation- 
al Executive of the Confederation of Free German Trade Unions, 
the Central Council of the Free German Youth, the Peace Council 
of the GDR, the GDR-Africa Friendship Society, and the GDR 
Committee of Human Rights, on the occasion of the Week of 
Solidarity with the peoples of Africa fighting for national liber- 
ation 

29 May 1974 


Speech given by the Deputy Chairman of the Christian Democrat- 
ic Union and President of the Supreme Court of the GDR, Dr 
Heinrich Toeplitz, on the occasion of the founding of the GDR 
Committee for the Decade of Action to Combat Racism and Racial 
Discrimination and his appointment as Chairman of this Com- 
mittee 

25 June 1974 


Statement by the GDR Committee for the Decade of Action to 
Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination 
25 June 1974 


Declaration by the GDR on the ratification of the International 
Convention of 30 November 1973 on the Suppression and Punish- 
ment of the Crime of Apartheid 

23 August 1974 


Speech given by GDR representative Giinter Mauersberger in the 
Fourth Committee of the XXIX session of the UN General 
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Assembly, concerning the activities of foreign economic and other 
interests which are impeding the implementation of the UN Dec- 
laration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries 
and Peoples 

29 August 1974 


Message of greetings sent by the Chairman of the GDR Council 
of State, Willi Stoph, to the International Conference of Non- 
Governmental Organizations in Geneva 

2 September 1974 


From a statement by the GDR Government on UN General As- 
sembly Resolution 2968 (XXVIII) concerning the need to consider 
suggestions regarding the review of the UN Charter 

9 September 1974 


From the speech given by the Acting Minister of Foreign Affairs 
of the GDR, Oskar Fischer, at the XXIX session of the UN Gene- 
ral Assembly 

25 September 1974 


Speech given by Prof. Anneliese Salzer, member of the People’s 
Chamber of the GDR, in the Third Committee of the XXIX ses- 
sion of the UN General Assembly, concerning the elimination of 
all forms of racial discrimination 

1 October 1974 


From the Constitution of the German Democratic Republic of 
6 April 1968, in the version established under the law amending 
the Constitution of the German Democratic Republic of 7 Octo- 
ber 1974 

7 October 1974 


Statement made by GDR representative Dr Gottfried Lessing in 
the Fourth Committee of the XXIX session of the UN General 
Assembly, concerning the territories under Portuguese domina- 
tion 

11 October 1974 


Declaration by the Solidarity Committee of the GDR on the 
occasion of the Day of Solidarity with the Political Prisoners in 
South Africa 

11 October 1974 
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Speech given by the GDR representative Ambassador Dr Gerhard 
Herder in the Special Political Committee of the XXIX session 
of the UN General Assembly, concerning the South African 
Government’s policy of apartheid 

16 October 1974 


From the speech given by the Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs 
of the GDR, Ewald Moldt, at the 18th General Conference of the 
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization 
(UNESCO) 

22 October 1974 


Statement made by GDR representative Dr Gottfried Lessing in 
the Fourth Committee of the XXIX session of the UN General 
Assembly, concerning Southern Rhodesia 

25 October 1974 


Statement made by GDR representative Dr Gottfried Lessing in 
the Fourth Committee of the XXIX session of the UN General 
Assembly, concerning Namibia 

4 November 1974 


Speech given by GDR representative Prof. Bernhard Graefrath 
in the Third Committee of the XXIX session of the UN General 
Assembly, concerning the importance of the peoples’ right to 
self-determination and of the immediate granting of independence 
to colonial countries and peoples for the effective observance of 
human rights 

8 November 1974 


Statement made by GDR representative Prof. Horst Heininger 
in the Special Intersessional Committee of the Economic and 
Social Council of the United Nations (ECOSOC), concerning the 
role of international corporations in international relations 

12 November 1974 


Speech given by GDR representative Giinter Mauersberger in the 
Fourth Committee of the XXIX session of the UN General As- 
sembly concerning the activities of foreign economic and other 
interests which are impeding the implementation of the UN Decla- 
ration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and 
Peoples 

15 November 1974 
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Speech given by Ambassador Peter Florin, Deputy Minister of 
Foreign Affairs and Permanent Representative of the GDR at 
the United Nations, at the XXIX session of the UN General 
Assembly, concerning the implementation of the UN Declaration 
on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and 
Peoples 

9 December 1974 


From the communiqué issued on the visit to the GDR by a dele- 
gation from the Mozambique Liberation Front (FRELIMO) headed 
by its President, Samora Moises Machel 

10 December 1974 


Speech given by Ambassador Peter Florin, Deputy Minister of 
Foreign Affairs and Permanent Representative of the GDR at the 
United Nations, at the XXIX session of the UN General Assembly, 
concerning the adoption by the United Nations of the Charter of 
Economic Rights and Duties of States 

12 December 1974 


From the statement made by GDR representative Bernhard Neu- 
gebauer in the First (Political) Committee of the XXIX session 
of the UN General Assembly, concerning the UN Declaration on 
the Strengthening of International Security 

12 December 1974 


Report addressed by the GDR to UN Secretary-General Dr Kurt 
Waldheim, concerning the measures taken by the GDR for the 
Decade for Action to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination 
December 1974 


Interview granted by Peter Florin, Deputy Minister of Foreign 
Affairs and Permanent Representative of the GDR at the United 
Nations, concerning the results of the XXIX session of the UN 
General Assembly 

3 January 1975 


From the speech given by the Chairman of the GDR Council of 
State, Willi Stoph, at a New Year’s reception for the heads of 
diplomatic missions accredited to the GDR 

6 January 1975 
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From the Manifesto issued by the Central Committee of the So- 
cialist Unity Party of Germany, the Council of State, the Council 
of Ministers and the National Council of the National Front of 
the GDR to mark the 30th anniversary of liberation from Hitler’s 
fascism 

21 January 1975 


Statement by the Solidarity Committee of the GDR in support of 
the Namibian people’s struggle for national independence 
3 February 1975 


From the toast proposed by UN Secretary-General Dr Kurt Wald- 
heim at a dinner in the building of the GDR Council of State 
13 February 1975 


From the toast proposed by the Chairman of the GDR Council 
of State, Willi Stoph, at a dinner given in honour of UN Secre- 
tary-General Dr Kurt Waldheim in the building of the GDR 
Council of State 

13 February 1975 


Statement by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the GDR on the 
International Day for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination 
21 March 1975 


Speech given by Ambassador Peter Florin, Deputy Minister of 
Foreign Affairs and Permanent Representative of the GDR at the 
United Nations in the Anti-Apartheid Committee of the United 
Nations, concerning the apartheid policies of the Government of 
South Africa 

2 April 1975 


From a press release concerning the visit to the GDR of Major 
Michel Alladaye, personal envoy of the President of the Republic 
of Dahomey 
8 April 1975 


Telegram sent by the First Secretary of the Central Committee of 
the Socialist Unity Party of Germany, Erich Honecker, to the Pre- 
sident of the International Meeting marking the 20th anniversary 
of the Bandung Conference 

14 April 1975 
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Appeal issued by the Berlin meeting of the World Peace Council 
to mark the 30th anniversary of the victory over Hitler’s fascism 
22 April 1975 


Statement made by GDR representative Bernhard Neugebauer 
before the Economic and Social Council of the United Nations 
(ECOSOC) concerning the Decade of Action to Combat Racism 
and Racial Discrimination 

27 April 1975 


Joint statement issued by the Solidarity Committee of the GDR, 
the National Council of the National Front of the GDR, the Nation- 
al Executive of the Confederation of Free German Trade Unions, 
the Central Council of the Free German Youth, the Peace Council 
of the GDR, the GDR-Africa Friendship Society, the GDR Com- 
mittee for Human Rights, and the GDR Committee for the Decade 
of Action to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination 

22 May 1975 


Speech on the death of the South African freedom fighter, Bram 
Fischer, delivered to the United Nations Anti-Apartheid Commit- 
tee by Ambassador Peter Florin, Deputy Minister of Foreign 
Affairs and Permanent Representative of the GDR at the United 
Nations 

27 May 1975 


Statement made by GDR representative Bernhard Neugebauer at 
the UN Security Council concerning the question of Namibia 
o June 1975 


From the speech given by Prof. Johanna Tépfer, Deputy Chair- 
woman of the National Executive of the Confederation of Free 
German Trade Unions, during the general debate of the United 
Nations World Conference for International Women’s Year held 
in Mexico City 

23 June 1975 


Telegram sent by the First Secretary of the Central Committee 
of the Socialist Unity Party of Germany, Erich Honecker, the 
Chairman of the GDR Council of State, Willi Stoph, and the 
Chairman of the Council of Ministers, Horst Sindermann, to the 
President of the Mozambique Liberation Front and President of 


32 


431 


433 
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438 
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441 


the People’s Republic of Mozambique (FRELIMO), Samora Moises 
Machel, to mark the proclamation of the People’s Republic of 
Mozambique 
25 June 1975 


From a statement by the GDR Government on Resolution 3349 
(XXIX) of the UN General Assembly concerning the need to con- 
sider suggestions regarding the review of the UN Charter 

3 July 1975 


Interview with the General Secretary of the Solidarity Committee 
of the GDR, Kurt Kriiger, to mark the 15th anniversary of the 
Committee’s founding 

21 July 1975 


Message from the Chairman of the GDR Council of State, Willi 
Stoph, to the President of the Organization of African Unity, 
Major-General Mohamed Siad Barre, on the occasion of the 12th 
Conference of the Heads of State and Government of the African 
states held in Kampala 

29 July 1975 


Statement by the Solidarity Committee of the GDR, the Peace 
Council of the GDR, the GDR Committee for Human Rights and 
the GDR Committee for the Decade of Action to Combat Racism 
and Racial Discrimination, addressed to the people of Namibia 
and its liberation movement, the South West African People’s 
Organization (SWAPO) 

26 August 1975 


From the statement made by the Minister of Foreign Affairs of 
the GDR, Oskar Fischer, at the VII special session of the UN 
General Assembly 

9 September 1975 


Message of greetings addressed by the Central Committee of the 
Socialist Unity Party of Germany to the 12th meeting of the 
Council of the Afro-Asian Peoples’ Solidarity Organization 
(AAPSO) 

17 September 1975 


3 Kampf Rassismus engl. 


445 


447 


449 


450 


451 


458 


33 


From the speech given by the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the 
GDR, Oskar Fischer, at the XXX session of the UN General 
Assembly 

24 September 1975 


Statement by the Peace Council of the GDR and the Solidarity 
Committee of the GDR concerning the International Week of 
Solidarity with Angola 

29 September 1975 


Statement made by the GDR representative Giinter Mauers- 
berger in the Fourth Committee of the XXX session of the UN 
General Assembly concerning the question of Southern Rhodesia 
3 October 1975 


Statement made by the GDR representative Bernhard Neuge- 
bauer in the Special Political Committee of the XXX session of 
the UN General Assembly on the Day of Solidarity with the 
South African Political Prisoners 

10 October 1975 


Statement by the GDR representative Gerhard Richter in the 
Third Committee of the XXX session of the UN General 
Assembly concerning the right of peoples to self-determination 
10 October 1975 


Declaration issued by the Solidarity Committee of the GDR and 
the GDR Committee for the Decade of Action to Combat Racism 
and Racial Discrimination on the occasion of the Day of Solidarity 
with the Political Prisoners in South Africa 

11 October 1975 


From the statement made by Ambassador Peter Florin, Deputy 
Minister of Foreign Affairs and Permanent Representative of the 
GDR at the United Nations, in the First (Political) Committee at 
the XXX session of the UN General Assembly concerning the im- 
plementation of the Declaration on the Strengthening of Interna- 
tional Security 

15 October 1975 


From the welcoming address by Erich Honecker, First Secretary 
of the Central Committee of the Socialist Unity Party of Ger- 
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many, to the World Congress for International Women’s Year in 
Berlin 
20 October 1975 


Statement made by GDR representative Dr Gottfried Lessing in 
the Fourth Committee of the XXX session of the UN General 
Assembly on the question of Namibia 

22 October 1975 


From the speech given by Minister of Foreign Affairs of the GDR, 
Otto Winzer, at a ceremony held by the League for the United 
Nations in the GDR to mark the 30th anniversary of the United 
Nations 

23 October 1975 


Statement made by GDR representative Bernhard Neugebauer in 
the Anti-Apartheid Committee of the United Nations on the 
policies of apartheid of the Government of South Africa 

27 October 1975 


Statement made by GDR representative Dr Gottfried Lessing in 
the Fourth Committee of the XXX session of the UN General 
Assembly, concerning the activities of foreign economic and other 
interests which are impeding the implementation of the UN 
Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial 
Countries and Peoples 

3 November 1975 


Telegram addressed by the First Secretary of the Central Com- 
mittee of the Socialist Unity Party of Germany, Erich Honecker, 
the Chairman of the GDR Council of Ministers, Horst Sinder- 
mann, to the President of the Popular Movement for the Lib- 
eration of Angola (MPLA), Dr Agostinho Neto, on the occasion 
of the proclamation of the People’s Republic of Angola 

11 November 1975 


Statement made by Ambassador Peter Florin, Deputy Minister 
of Foreign Affairs and Permanent Representative of the GDR 
at the United Nations, at the XXX session of the UN General 
Assembly to mark the 15th anniversary of the adoption of the 
UN Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial 
Countries and Peoples 

21 November 1975 
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Speech given by Ambassador Peter Florin, Deputy Minister of 
Foreign Affairs and Permanent Representative of the GDR at 
the United Nations, in the Anti-Apartheid Committee of the 
United Nations on the apartheid policy of the South African 
Government 

3 December 1975 


Message of greetings from the First Secretary of the Central 
Committee of the Socialist Unity Party of Germany, Erich 
Honecker, to the participants in the International Conference 
Against Fascism in Patna 

4 December 1975 


Statement made by GDR representative Bernhard Neugebauer in 
the Fourth Committee of the XXX session of the UN General 
Assembly, concerning the policies of apartheid of the Government 
of South Africa 

12 December 1975 


Joint statement issued by the Solidarity Committee of the GDR, 
the League for the United Nations in the GDR, the GDR Com- 
mittee for the Decade of Action to Combat Racism and Racial 
Discrimination and the GDR Committee for Human Rights to mark 
the 15th anniversary of the adoption of the UN Declaration on the 
Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples 

14 December 1975 


Report addressed by the GDR to UN Secretary-General Dr Kurt 
Waldheim, concerning measures taken by the GDR within the 
framework of the Decade for Action to Combat Racism and 
Racial Discrimination 

December 1975 


Interview granted by the General Secretary of the Solidarity 
Committee of the GDR, Kurt Kriiger, to the GDR news agency, 
ADN 

9 January 1976 


Speech given by Ambassador Peter Florin, Deputy Minister of 
Foreign Affairs and Permanent Representative of the GDR at the 
United Nations, in the Anti-Apartheid Committee of the United 
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Nations on the subject of the armed aggression by the apartheid 
régime in South Africa against Angola 
21 January 1976 


Message of greetings sent by the First Secretary of the Central 
Committee of the Socialist Unity Party of Germany, Erich 
Honecker, and the Chairman of the GDR Council of State, Willi 
Stoph, to the President of the Popular Movement for the Lib- 
eration of Angola (MPLA) and President of the People’s Repub- 
lic of Angola, Dr Agostinho Neto, on the occasion of the 15th anni- 
versary of the beginning of armed struggle 

4 February 1976 


Message of greetings addressed by the First Secretary of the 
Central Committee of the Socialist Unity Party of Germany, Erich 
Honecker, to the Conference of the Afro-Asian Peoples’ Solidarity 
Organization (AAPSO) in Luanda 

5 February 1976 


From the joint communiqué on the visit to the GDR by a delegation 
of the Cape Verde Republic led by the member of the Executive 
Committee of the African Independence Party of Guinea and the 
Cape Verde Islands and Prime Minister of the Cape Verde Repub- 
lic, Pedro Pires 

5 February 1976 


Statement made by GDR representative Prof. Bernhard Graef- 
rath in the Third Committee of the XXX session of the UN 
General Assembly on the question of human rights 

5 February 1976 


Interview granted by the President of the Solidarity Committee 
of the GDR, Kurt Seibt, to the GDR news agency, ADN 
18 March 1976 


Statement made by the Chairman of the Council of Ministers of 
the GDR, Horst Sindermann, before the Anti-Apartheid Com- 
mittee of the United Nations on the occasion of the International 
Day for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination on 21 March 
1976 

19 March 1976 
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Speech given by Ambassador Peter Florin, Deputy Minister of 
Foreign Affairs and Permanent Representative of the GDR at 
the United Nations, at the UN Security Council on the subject of 
the aggression by the apartheid régime in South Africa against 
Angola 

30 March 1976 


Statement made by GDR representative Bernhard Neugebauer to 
the Economic and Social Council of the United Nations (ECOSOC) 
on the subject of the Decade for Action to Combat Racism and 
Racial Discrimination 

27 April 1976 


Statement made by GDR representative Prof. Willi Luchterhand 
at the sixtieth session of the UN Economic and Social Council 
(ECOSOC) concerning measures taken by ECOSOC to assist the 
People’s Republic of Mozambique 

7 May 1976 


From the report of the First Secretary of the Central Committee 
of the Socialist Unity Party of Germany, Erich Honecker, to the 
9th Party Congress 

18 May 1976 


Solidarity appeal issued by the 9th Congress of the Socialist 
Unity Party of Germany 
22 May 1976 


From the programme of the Socialist Unity Party of Germany 
25 May 1976 


Speech given by the Rector of Berlin’s Humboldt University, 
Prof. Dr Helmuth Klein, at the opening of an international scien- 
tific conference on “The imperialistic nature of racism in southern 
Africa” held in Berlin 

15 June 1976 


Statement made by the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the GDR, 
Oskar Fischer, on behalf of the GDR Council of Ministers on the 
policies of apartheid of the Government of South Africa 

23 June 1976 
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Speech given by Ambassador Peter Florin, Deputy Minister of 
Foreign Affairs and Permanent Representative of the GDR at the 
United Nations, in the Anti-Apartheid Committee of the United 
Nations on the policies of apartheid of the Government of South 
Africa 

23 June 1976 


Speech given by Ambassador Peter Florin, Deputy Minister of 
Foreign Affairs and Permanent Representative of the GDR at the 
United Nations, at the UN Security Council, concerning the appli- 
cation for admission of the People’s Republic of Angola 

23 June 1976 


Statement issued by the GDR Committee for the Decade for 
Action to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination and by the 
Solidarity Committee of the GDR on South African Freedom Day 
23 June 1976 


Joint communiqué on the visit of a party and government dele- 
gation of the GDR, led by Giinther Kleiber, alternate member of 
the Politbureau of the Central Committee of the Socialist Unity 
Party of Germany and Deputy Chairman of the Council of 
Ministers of the GDR to the People’s Republic of Angola 

26 June 1976 


From the document of the Conference of Communist and Work- 
ers’ Parties of Europa in Berlin: Peace, Security, Cooperation 
and Social Progress in Europe 

1 Juli 1976 


From the statement of the GDR on Resolution 3389 (XXX) of the 
UN General Assembly concerning the implementation of the UN 
Declaration on the Strengthening of International Security 

6 July 1976 


From the interview granted by the Secretary of the GDR 
Committee for the Decade of Action to Combat Racism and Racial 
Discrimination, Werner Wenning, to the periodical Horizont, 
concerning the coming into force of the International Convention 
on the Suppression and Punishment of the Crime of Apartheid 

9 August 1976 
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Message of greetings sent by the General Secretary of the Central 
Committee of the Socialist Unity Party of Germany, Erich 
Honecker, to the President of the Fifth Conference of Heads of 
State and Government of Non-Aligned Countries in Colombo 

16 August 1976 


From the joint communiqué on the visit of the Chairman of the 
GDR Council of State, Willi Stoph, to the People’s Democratic 
Republic of Yemen 
30 September 1976 


From the joint communiqué on the visit of the Chairman of the 
GDR Council of State, Willi Stoph, to the Democratic Republic 
of Somalia 

3 October 1976 


From the speech given by the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the 
GDR, Oskar Fischer, at the XXXI session of the UN General 
Assembly 

4 October 1976 


Message of the solidarity committees of the socialist states to the 
peoples of South Africa 
7 October 1976 


Speech given by Ambassador Peter Florin, Deputy Minister of 
Foreign Affairs and Permanent Representative of the GDR at 
the United Nations, to the UN Security Council on the question 
of Namibia 

13 October 1976 


Speech given by Ambassador Peter Florin, Deputy Minister of 
Foreign Affairs and Permanent Representative of the GDR at the 
United Nations, to the XXXI session of the UN General Assembly 
on the policies of apartheid by the Government of South Africa 
3 November 1976 


From the joint communiqué on the visit paid to the GDR by a 
party and government delegation of the Republic of Guinea- 
Bissau, led by the Deputy General Secretary of the African Inde- 
pendence Party of Guinea and the Cape Verde Islands (PAIGC) 


40 


584 


585 


587 


592 


596 


597 


601 


and Chairman of the State Council of the Republic of Guinea- 
Bissau, Luiz Cabral 
18 November 1976 


From the declaration issued by the meeting of the Political 
Consultative Committee of the signatory states of the Warsaw 
Treaty in Bucharest 

27/28 November 1976 


Statement made by GDR representative Heinz Knobbe in the 
Fourth Committee of the XXXI session of the UN General 
Assembly, concerning the question of Namibia 

29 November 1976 


Speech given by Ambassador Peter Florin, Deputy Minister of 
Foreign Affairs and Permanent Representative of the GDR at the 
United Nations, to the XXXI session of the UN General Assembly 
concerning the implementation of the UN Declaration on the 
Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples 

1 December 1976 


Joint declaration issued by the Solidarity Committee of the GDR, 
the National Executive of the Confederation of Free German 
Trade Unions, the Central Council of the Free German Youth, 
the Peace Council of the GDR, the GDR Committee for Human 
Rights and the GDR Committee for the Decade of Action to 
Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination on the occasion of the 
Week of Solidarity with the peoples of Africa fighting for 
national and social liberation 

10 December 1976 


Statement made by GDR representative Rainer Fritzsche in the 
Fourth Committee of the XXXI session of the UN General 
Assembly on the question of Southern Rhodesia 

16 December 1976 


Report of the GDR on assistance given to the oppressed peoples 
under the colonial and racist regimes in southern Africa, ad- 
dressed to UN Secretary-General Dr Kurt Waldheim 

December 1976 
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Statement made by GDR representative Prof. Horst Heininger in 
the meeting of the Inter-governmental Working Group of the 
UN Commission on Transnational Corporations on the subject of 
working out a code of conduct for transnational corporations 

11 January 1977 | 


Statement made by the General Secretary of the Solidarity 
Committee of the GDR, Kurt Kriiger, on solidarity actions 
of the GDR in 1976 
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Message sent by the General Secretary of the Central Committee 
of the Socialist Unity Party of Germany and Chairman of the 
GDR Council of State, Erich Honecker, to the Chairman of the 
UN Anti-Apartheid Committee, Leslie O. Harriman, on the 
occasion of the International Day for the Elimination of Racial 
Discrimination 

21 March 1977 


Speech given by Ambassador Peter Florin, Deputy Minister of 
Foreign Affairs and Permanent Representative of the GDR at the 
United Nations, at the UN Security Council on the situation in 
South Africa 

29 March 1977 


From the speech of Kurt Seibt, Chairman of the Central Auditing 
Commission of the Socialist Unity Party of Germany and Pre- 
sident of the Solidarity Committee of the GDR, at a session of 
the Presidium of the Solidarity Committee of the GDR 

2 May 1977 


Message of greetings from the General Secretary of the Central 
Committee of the Socialist Unity Party of Germany and Chair- 
man of the GDR Council of State, Erich Honecker, to the World 
Conference Against Apartheid, Racism and Colonialism in 
Southern Africa, held in Lisbon 

16 June 1977 


Speech given by the leader of the delegation of the Solidarity 
Committee of the GDR, Kurt Seibt, Chairman of the Central 
Auditing Commission of the Socialist Unity Party of Germany 
and President of the Solidarity Committee of the GDR, at the 
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World Conference Against Apartheid, Racism and Colonialism in 
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Message of greetings sent by the General Secretary of the Central 
Committee of the Socialist Unity Party of Germany and Chair- 
man of the GDR Council of State, Erich Honecker, to the World 
Conference for Action against Apartheid in Lagos 
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Introduction 


With the World Congress against Racism and Racial Discrimination, 
1978 marks a particular high point in the peoples’ struggles against both 
imperialist exploitation and racist and colonial oppression. 

This important international event symbolizes the strivings of a world- 
wide anti-imperialist movement, to which the Decade of Action against 
Racism and Racial Discrimination called by the UN has given added 
impetus. 

While the peoples of the world are committing themselves more and 
more to fighting imperialism’s vile, inhuman policies of exploitation 
and oppression, expressed in varying forms of apartheid, racism, colo- 
nialism and neo-colonialism the imperialist backers of these systems 
are also being denounced by the UN and by more and more other 
international bodies. 

The socialist countries, including the GDR, have given unrelenting 
support through countless initiatives to the international struggle of 
the peoples for freedom, independence and self-determination. It was 
on the initiative of the Soviet Union that, back in 1960, the UN adopted 
a Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries 
and Peoples, which has proved to be a very effective programme for 
overcoming forms of colonial rule. The resolution calling for the current 
Decade of Action against Racism and Racial Discrimination was also 
sponsored by the Soviet Union. 

Both the fact that this resolution was passed and its implementation so 
far clearly illustrate the political change in the international balance of 
forces, in favour of the forces of peace, democracy, national indepen- 
dence and socialism, a change that can also be seen in many other areas 
of international affairs. In this way, support for the struggle against 
racism and racial discrimination is part of the struggle being waged in 
all fields by the socialist community and all peace-loving peoples to 
deepen the process of détente, to strengthen peace and security and to 
ward off all attempts by aggressive imperialist circles to exacerbate 
existing conflicts and create new ones. 

In today’s world, racist exploitation and discrimination are an anach- 
ronism. While international development are determined by the pro- 
gramme of the XXV Congress of the CPSU which shows us the way 
forward in striving for peace, international cooperation, freedom and 
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national independence, the forces of imperialism and reaction still cling 
on with particular obstinacy to the practices of racism and to the 
reactionary régimes in Southern Africa, which carry out racist exploita- 
tion and oppression with incomparable cruelty. These are the last 
bastion of the imperialist colonial empires founded in the last century, 
which have burst asunder under the weight of the peoples’ struggle 
for freedom and independence, 


The defeat of racism by the peoples’ liberation struggles 


Today the task of sweeping away the hangovers of this colonial period 
is on the order of the day as is the complete eradication of racial dis- 
crimination and colonial oppression. We are witnessing the final stages 
of a process whose origins lie decades in the past. A few months ago, 
all progressive and peace-loving people throughout the world were cele- 
brating the sixtieth anniversary of the Great October Socialist Revolu- 
tion. The establishment of the world’s first socialist state not only 
paved the way for the elimination of all forms of imperialist exploita- 
tion and oppression, but created the conditions for the national and 
social liberation of the peoples of Soviet Russia and other peoples. 

At the same time, the imperialist colonial system was dealt a decisive 
blow. The general crisis of the whole capitalist system brought the 
crisis of the imperialist colonial system to a peak and the colonial propa- 
ganda of imperialism suffered an unprecedented defeat. 

To justify their colonial wars of conquest and oppression, in the face 
of other peoples, the imperialist powers had developed a complete system 
of reactionary ideologies and political practices, the key elements of 
which were chauvinism and racism. The ideology and practice of racism 
became most widespread and took on their most reactionary form in 
the second half of the last century when the imperialist colonial forces 
were fighting to carve up and then to redivide all continents of the 
world between them. Blatantly distorting science, the ideologues of 
racism asserted that the evolutionary potential of the various races of 
human beings was not equal. So they divided humanity into more and 
less highly “gifted” and developed races, in such a way that the latter 
category was composed of all the peoples living in countries which were 
already occupied or were on the list for colonization. The advocates of 
racism used for their own ends the fact that several races exist in order 
to justify their policies of national and international exploitation. They 
arbitrarily invented a right for one (predominantly white) race to 
dominate the others. These theories were consciously designed to cover 
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up the real.social roots of imperialist colonial practice, i.e. the rule of 
the exploiting class over the exploited. The theory and practice of 
racism belonged, therefore, for many decades to the basic principles 
governing the international relations of the colonial powers. 

The Great October Socialist Revolution ushered in an era which has 
effected decisive changes in the relationships of peoples and states, 
including with regard to racism. The later was exposed as the ideo- 
logical foundation of imperialism’s colonial plundering and was com- 
pletely eradicated in the development of the new Soviet state’s home 
and foreign policies. The Soviet state was the first to solve the “Racial 
question” in practice because the establishment of the first socialist 
state swept away the socio-economic basis for any kind of “racial 
question“” invoked by the ideologues of racism. The abolition of the 
capitalist relations of exploitation and oppression not only did away 
with the exploitation of particular classes but also with that of the 
various races. The principle of socio-economic and political equality for 
all human beings brought equal rights for all sections of the population, 
races, tribes and nationalities. This showed up the dominance of racist 
ideology as a relative phenomenon, linked specifically with the impe- 
rialist system. It also proved in practice the correctness of theses on 
this question worked out in the classics of Marxism. Right up to today, 
numerous peoples have been able to draw lessons from this historic 
achievement. 

The advocates of racist ideology and politics have also reacted to these 
events, in their own way. They were as little prepared to renounce their 
inhuman racist ideology as to give up their colonial possessions. 


Fascism and racism as specific forms of imperialism’s policy of oppres- 
sion 


We can see that the reaction of imperialism since 1917 has been to 
“combine racist and anti-communist ideology more and more. This 
reaction found its most concentrated expression in Hitler’s fascist dic- 
tatorship, the basic ideological supports of which were virulent racism 
and anti-communism, and in the attempts to set up similar fascist 
dictatorships in other European countries. The policies pursued by fas- 
cism were in accordance with its class character—aiming to implement 
“the open, terrorist dictatorship of the most reactionary, chauvinist and 
imperialist elements of finance capital.’ 


1 Georgi Dimitroff, Die Offensive des Faschismus und die Aufgaben der 
Kommunistischen Internationale im Kampf fiir die Einheit der Arbeiter- 
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From the moment they seized power, the fascists pursued the goal of 
conquering the Soviet Union in order to destroy its social system, which 
was free from capitalist exploitation and oppression, and to enslave or 
physically annihilate the peoples of the Soviet Union. These expan- 
sionist aims were specifically related to the anti-communism, anti- 
Sovietism and racism which were the basic elements of Nazi policies. 
With the infamous Nuremberg Race Laws, the fascists tried to create 
a pseudo-juridical system to give their racist ideology a facade of 
bourgeois legality. In the name of these “laws”, genocide was carried 
out and millions of people were physically annihilated in the gas cham- 
bers of the fascist concentration camps. In this way, German imperial- 
ism was continuing the most reactionary, inhuman traditions developed 
in the period of colonial conquest. Humanity has not forgotten the 
genocide carried out by the infamous German “colonial force” in Nami- 
bia (formerly South West Africa) at the beginning of this century when 
more than 70,000 Hereros were exterminated to safeguard the profits 
of German monopoly capital. 

Under Hitlers’ fascism, the ideology and politics of racism were de- 
veloped to an unprecedented extent to oppress and exploit the people 
of Germany and to subjugate and exterminate other peoples. German 
fascism, as a specific form of imperialism, was a perfect example of 
those general features of imperialism communists had constantly de- 
nounced as being proof of the inhuman nature of this system, which 
is a constant source of colonial oppression, racial discrimination and 
murder of man by man. “German fascism was a monstrous outgrowth 
of capitalism in its imperialist stage, and its system of terror and racism 
revealed in the most brutal way the aggressive and inhuman nature of 
the exploitative capitalist system.”2 Fascism’s racist barbarianism swept 
over the majority of the surface of Europe. The ruling imperialist circles 
in German had already been spreading racist obscurantism and jingoism 
for decades before that. Under the leadership of the communist parties, 
the progressive forces in Germany and other countries had fought 
against these criminal policies in an attempt to save the German people 
and the whole of humanity from the rise of fascism at the beginning of 
the 1930s. 

At the VII World Congress of the Comintern in 1935, the representatives 
of the Communist parties of Europe evolved the policy of a united front 


klasse gegen den Faschismus, in: Pieck/Dimitroff/Togliatti, Die Offensive 
des Faschismus und die Aufgaben der Kommunisten im Kampf fir die 
Volksfront gegen Krieg und Faschismus, Referate auf dem VII. Kongress 
der Kommunistischen Internationale (1935), Berlin 1957, p.87 (in German). 


2 See p. 419 of this volume. 
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of all progressive forces in the fight against fascism. At this international 
congress, Wilhelm Pieck, the German working-class leader and later the 
first President of the GDR, warned that the fascist racial theories were 
“the theories of German warmongering imperialism.’ 

The Second World War turned into a confrontation between the reaction- 
ary imperialist system, represented by German fascism, and the world’s 
most progressive social system, the Soviet Union. No one can overlook 
the historic truth that the Soviet Union was the leading centre in the 
struggle to unite all anti-fascist, anti-imperialist forces to defeat German 
fascism and the régimes allied with it. 


The turning point 


The military and political defeat suffered by fascism’s racist barbarian- 
ism at the hands of the Soviet Union and the other peoples united with 
it in the anti-Hitler coalition was also an international victory of unpre- 
cedented importance over racism institutionalized as a system of mass 
destruction. The survivors of the fascist extermination camps told the 
world their own terrible experience of the criminal atrocities which 
were committed while putting into practice the racist ideology and 
politics of imperialism. 

The defeat of world-wide racism was not just restricted to the military 
and political destruction of the régime which had built it up into an 
almost perfect system. The sweeping changes which came about inter- 
nationally were also a decisive setback for racist ideology, exploitation 
and oppression in general and for the whole colonial ideology of impe- 
rialism. This can clearly be seen in such phenomena as the emergence 
of the world socialist system, the progress of the national liberation 
movements in Asia, Africa and Latin America, the collapse of the impe- 
rialist colonial system, the development of politically independent 
countries in Asia, and Africa, and a consequent gradual change in the 
international balance of forces. 

After the defeat of fascism, the German people had a special responsi- 
bility towards the other peoples of the world to eradicate racism on 
German soil, by taking the historic opportunity to draw the lessons of 
the past. 


3 Wilhelm Pieck, “Uber die Tatigkeit des Exekutivkomitees der Kommu- 
nistischen Internationale”, in: Pieck/Dimitroff/Togliatti, Die Offensive des 
Faschismus..., op. cit., p. 24. 


4 Kampf Rassismus engl. 49 


The GDR’s experience 


After the end of the fighting in the Second World War, the German 
working class in what was then the Soviet zone of occupation undertook, 
with the support of the Soviet liberation forces, the task of eliminating 
the political and socio-economic roots of racism. 
When we look back now over the last thirty years, we can see that the 
evil of racism has been eradicated once and for all in the territory of 
the German Democratic Republic. The task was fulfilled in a relatively 
short period of time. This great change in the ways of thinking and 
acting of millions of people clearly shows that racism can be overcome 
successfully if this process is accompanied by basic changes in society’s 
structure. There were four main factors which made this change possi- 
ble: 

1. the victory over Nazism and the destruction of the political and 
military apparatus of power of the ruling German imperialist circles; 

2. the expropriation of the ‘haute. bourgeoisie’ and the great land- 
owners (Junkers), who were the class forces providing the socio- 
economic basis of and source of support for racism, hatred of other 
peoples and war; 

3. the creation of the necessary political and legal conditions for 
effectively combating war criminals and fascists as well as the 
remaining patterns of racist thinking and behaviour among the 
population ; 

4, the education of the entire population in the spirit of proletarian 
internationalism, friendship among the peoples and peace, on the 
basis of socialist relations of production, free from exploitation and 
oppression. 

The main aims to be pursued by the working people in the then Soviet 

occupation zone were formulated in the first Manifesto issued by the 

Communist Party of Germany on 11 Juni 1945, which called for, inter 

alia: 

“1. The complete elimination of the remains of Hitler’s régime and his 
party. The cooperation of all decent German citizens in tracking 
down Nazi leaders, Gestapo agents and SS bandits who are in hiding. 
A thorough purging of Nazi activitists from all public posts. As well 
as punishments for the major war criminals, who will appear before 
the courts of the United Nations, the severest punishments in the 
German courts for all Nazis guilty for crimes and of participating in 
Hitler’s treason... 

3. The establishment of democratic rights and freedoms for the people. 
The re-legalization of free trade unions for workers, salaried 
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employees and officials as well as of anti-fascist, democratic parties. 
The restructuring of the legal system to accord with the new 
democratic way of life of the people. Equality for all citizens before 
the law, irrespective of race, and severe penalties for any expression 
of racial hatred. The purging of fascist and reactionary filth from 
the whole education system. The cultivation of a genuinely dem- 
ocratic, progressive, freedom-loving spirit in all schools and teaching 
establishments. Systematic exposure of the barbaric nature of the 
Nazi racial theories, the mendacity of the “lebensraum” theory and 
the catastrophic consequences for the German people of Hitler’s 
policies. Freedom for scientific research and artistic creation... 

6. The expropriation of all the property of the top Nazis and war 
criminals, their property being taken into the hands of the people 
and placed at the disposition of the local or provincial administrative 
departments. 

7. An end to the large landed estates of the Junkers, counts and princes, 
their entire property to be handed over, together with dead and 
live stock, to the provincial authorities for distribution among the 
peasants ruined and left propertyless by the war...’ 


The elimination of the political and social root causes of racism in the 
GDR 


After 1945, the anti-fascist forces in the eastern part of Germany took 
up this Manifesto as their programme and set about transforming the 
chaos of the past into a future worthy of human beings. The fascist 
organizations were disbanded and the Nazi state apparatus smashed. 
Communists and other victims of Nazism, who until 1945 had been held 
in prisons, penitentiaries and concentration camps for their consistent 
opposition to racism, fascist savagery and war, were the ones who 
staffed the new administrative bodies. Many of today’s GDR Party and 
Government leaders were among these people struggling to build up a 
new anti-fascist democratic state. 

The ‘haute bourgeoisie’ and Junkers were uncompromisingly deprived 
of their means of production, which were given over to the people. The 
task of tracking down and punishing the war criminals and fascists—i. e. 
those directly responsible for carrying out the racist atrocities—took 
several years to complete. In the main, the job was over by the end of 


4 From the: Geschichte der deutschen Arbeiterbewegung in acht Banden, 
vol. 6, Berlin 1966, pp. 40/41. 
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1950, though we would emphasize that all war criminals caught after 
that time have had to answer for their acts and were duly punished. 
The 1949 Constitution of the GDR and that of 1968 (amended in 1974), 
together with the laws of the GDR provide legal safeguards against any 
kind of imperialist incitement to war and racial or national hatred.5 
The construction of socialism in the GDR created the conditions neces- 
sary for eliminating the socio-economic, political and ideological root 
causes of racism, racial discrimination, chauvinism and national hatred. 
In our society, free from exploitation and oppression, there are no 
longer any class forces that could profit in terms of money or influence 
from practising discrimination or from threatening and oppressing 
other peoples. 

On the contrary, increasing importance is attached by the entire popula- 
tion of the GDR to active solidarity with all people fighting against 
imperialist exploitation and oppression, against racist and colonial 
discriminatory practices and in favour of national independence and 
self-determination. 

With regard to the ideological education of the working people, the 
SED has not just contented itself with combating racist and chauvinist 
ways of thinking as leftovers of the old social order. The Party commu- 
nicates to all classes and strata in the GDR the ideology of the working 
class which furthers the struggle against imperialist exploiters and 
oppressors and declares international solidarity, friendship and coop- 
eration with all peoples to be among the main aims of the working 
people. 


Fraternal anti-imperialist solidarity has become a feature of everyday life 
which everyone in the GDR takes for granted. This fact was also under- 
lined by Erich Honecker, the First Secretary of the Central Committee 
of the SED, in his report to the 9th Party Congress: 

“The GDR will always give unswerving support to those who fight 
against imperialism and colonialism and for national liberation on all 
continents. Together with all progressive forces the world over, we 
support Angola’s struggle for independence and are on the side of those 
African peoples who are defending their right to national sovereignty 
and social progress against racism, neo-colonialism and imperialist 
aggression.’ 

Foreign visitors to the GDR, particularly guests from Asia, Africa and 


5 See pp. 66, 132/133, 367—369 of this volume. 


6 Erich Honecker, Report of the Central Committee to the [IX Congress of 
the Socialist Unity Party of Germany, Berlin 1976, p.25 (English edition). 


52 


Latin America, find, to their great satisfaction, that feelings of racial 
or national hatred are quite alien to the children and young people of 
the GDR. They find the younger generation very open towards other 
peoples and after a longer time here, can safely say that in the whole 
of the GDR’s social and political life there are no ideologies or practices 
which exhibit racism or any kind of discrimination against any other 
human groups. This is the result of a process of education accompany- 
ing socialist construction, the success of which visitors to the GDR can 
see for themselves. This was also pointed out by Oskar Fischer, the 
GDR’s Minister of Foreign Affairs, in his address to the UN Anti- 
Apartheid Committee meeting in Berlin in May 1974: 

“In the German Democratic Republic the very roots of this racial policy 
were destroyed which will rule out any recurrence of it for ever. The 
people of the GDR are brought up in the spirit of friendship towards all 
peoples irrespective of race or religion. This education already starts 
at kindergarten and school. We hold that the value of a human being 
is not determined by the colour of his skin or his creed but rather by his 
attitude to the peaceful existence of nations, by his stand on the social 
problems of his people, by his contribution to the social development 
of his country.””? 

The GDR has proved in many ways that Party and Government are 
prepared to support the international struggle against racism with all 
the means at their disposal. Together with the Soviet Union and the 
other socialist countries, the GDR was among the members of the UN 
in favour of the decision to eliminate racial discrimination and all forms 
of colonial dependence and oppression and to. safeguard the peoples’ 
right to self-determination. This also includes consistent observance 
of the boycott imposed by the UN against racist and colonialist 
regimes, 


GDR policies accord with UN Charter 


It is an historical fact that the GDR has, at all times, worked construc- 
tively to implement this and all other basic principles and tasks 
outlined by the UN, even when our country was not yet a member of 
the world organization. The GDR’s practical efforts have clearly shown 
that, for our workers’ and farmers’ state, the struggles against racism, 
colonialism and apartheid are not just tactical but, rather, questions of 
principle. The international recognition which this policy has won 


7 See p. 339 of this volume. 
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among many nations, especially those in Asia, Africa and Latin America, 
was reflected in the decision by the UN Anti-Apartheid Committee, 
taken just months after the GDR had been admitted as a member of 
the UN, to hold a meeting of its Committee in May 1974 in Berlin, the 
capital of the GDR. 
At a rally held to mark this occasion, attended by the members of the 
UN Anti-Apartheid Committee, the spokesman for the GDR, Hermann 
Axen, member of the Politbureau, Secretary of the Central Committee 
of the SED and Chairman of the Foreign Affairs Committee of the 
People’s Chamber, declared: 
“The Central Committee of the Socialist Unity Party of Germany, the 
Government and the people of the German Democratic Republic feel 
that the choice of the GDR capital as venue of this important meeting 
of the United Nations Special Committee on Apartheid is a great honour 
to them and also a tribute to the tremendous historical changes that have 
taken place here on German soil with the formation and consolidation 
of the German workers’ and farmers’ state. 
“Berlin being the venue of a session of the United Nations Special Com- 
mittee on Apartheid—this is indeed of special importance. It was from 
Berlin that fascist German imperialism, pledged to an ideology of anti- 
communism and racial folly, launched its predatory wars against the 
nations of the world. It was here in Berlin that the victorious Soviet 
army’s act of liberation finally crushed that ugly monster-fascism. And 
today, my dear foreign friends and guests, you are received in the capital 
of the socialist German state whose emergence began with the eradica- 
tion of fascism and racism and which has since proved to be a staunch 
friend and ally of all peoples on earth who are fighting for their national 
and social liberation.”® The GDR has consistently extended solidarity to 
all progressive forces in the world in their struggles against the ideology 
and practice of racism in its various forms. In pursuing this policy, 
emphasis has been laid on: 

— making it clear that the GDR disassociates itself from the racist and 
colonial régimes, and, together with the Soviet Union and other 
socialist countries, stands by the side of the peoples fighting against 
racism, apartheid, colonialism and neo-colonialism ; 

— giving backing to initiatives, both within and without the UN, to 
expose the way racist and colonial régimes are violating international 
law; 

— explaining the dialectical relationships between imperialism and all 
forms of racism and colonialism by referring to the support the 


8 See p. 331 of this volume. 
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imperialist NATO powers have been giving for decades to the racist 
and colonial régimes in southern Africa; 

— contributing to the world-wide solidarity movement providing 
political and material aid to the victims of imperialism’s racialist 
policies. 

The first two points are present as guiding principles in all our major 

foreign policy documents issued on this subject by the Party, the 

Government and mass organizations since the founding of the GDR. 

In the documents, the reader will be able to see for her or himself that 

the GDR has played an active part in the struggle against imperialism’s 

racist and colonial polices, where and whenever they reared their ugly 
heads. 


The colonial, fascist apartheid régime and its imperialist NATO allies 


In view of the offensives being carried out by the peoples of southern 
Africa against the last bastions of racist barbarianism, the task of 
exposing the close relationship between imperialism, racism, apartheid 
and colonialism is today of particular relevance. It is well known that 
the system of apartheid grew up at a time when a new impulse was 
being given to the liberation movements on the. African continent and 
other parts of the world as a result of the changes in the international 
balance of forces. 

While in a short period one people after another throughout Africa 
won their political independence—in what is still remembered as “1960, 
the African year”’—the fascist apartheid régime in South Africa was 
practising state terror against all the non-white population. The South 
African township of Sharpeville and Soweto became bloody symbols 
of the colonial fascist régime. 

The UN Charter—itself the product of the anti-imperialist, antifascist 
and anti-racist struggles of the peoples—was provocatively ignored and 
violated by South Africa, a founder member of the UN, in its treatment 
of the peoples of South Africa. For this Charter specifically guarantees 
all peoples the right to self-determination and calls on all countries to 
respect human rights and liberties without distinction of race, sex, 
language or religion. 

In South Africa, in direct opposition to the general trend of international 
developments, the counter-revolutionary, reactionary forces of racism 
and fascist terror extended their power, their strength lying in their class 
basis among the South African and international monopoly bourgeoisie. 
The colonial fascist régime developed apartheid as a specific form of 
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racism drawing on both the reactionary traditions provided by South 
African history and the racist policies and ideology of the Nazis. 

It must be emphasized that, for more than two decades, this régime 
and its infamous apartheid policies have been defended, or at least 
tolerated, by all the major imperialist powers, who even went as far as 
to put up the system ofapartheid as a “model” for other African countries, 
under which the dominance of the white racists would, of cource, be 
ensured. There were also socio-economic reasons for these policies. 
South Africa is-itself an advanced imperialist country, with close 
economic, political and military ties with the other imperialist powers, 
who have all made super-profits from the racist mechanism of exploita- 
tion and oppression—especially the multinationals of the leading NATO 
countries. Strategically important raw materials, high profitability, cheap 
labour and the strategic position of the apartheid régime on the 
southern tip of Africa on the important international shipping route 
from Asia to Europe—such were the material factors which enabled the 
apartheid régime to carry out its inhuman policies in flagrant violation 
of international law with the collective help of the imperialist forces 
of NATO. It is, above all, this support that encourages the racists to 
flout the decisions of the UN, to snub the UN itself and to disregard 
the desire of the overwhelming majority of the world’s states to do 
away with racism and apartheid in southern Africa. The racists in South 
Africa have not, however, been the only ones relying on the imperialist 
help of NATO—the illegal régime in Southern Rhodesia and the former 
Portuguese colonial régime also benefited. Over a period of several deca- 
des, imperialism sought to build a racist “white bloc” together with these 
régimes, in order to create a reactionary bastion in the southern part of 
Africa to oppose the progress of the national liberation movements in 
Africa and the advancing tide of socialism. It is essential to recall this 
when listening today to politicians from the imperialist NATO countries 
claiming to be advocates of human rights, while, in fact, they have spent 
decades supporting incessant violations of human rights by the racists. 
As can be seen in the speeches and official statements made by our 
political leaders, the GDR has always pointed out that imperialism must 
be judged by the fruits its social system bears and the links between 
imperialism and racism indicated above are repeatedly highlighted in 
this volume. In this way, as part of our political solidarity with the 
peoples suffering under the yoke of racism, we help expose the true 
nature of imperialist propaganda. 
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Adjustments and the “about-turn” in imperialist propaganda 


It would be wrong to conclude from the speeches made nowadays by 
imperialist politicians that imperialism has executed an about-turn in 
its attitude to racism, apartheid and colonialism. As long as imperialism, 
exists, then its system of exploitation and oppression, including its 
products of racism and colonialism, will also continue to exist. 

The supposed change reflected in their speeches can easily be explained 
as an accommodation to the change in the international balance of 
forces, which is becoming more and more evident in the debates and 
resolutions of the UN. In view of a steadily growing front of opposition 
to racism and colonialism, bourgeois politicians can no longer afford 
openly to defend racist and colonial ideologies. The attitude of impe- 
rialist NATO countries with regard to racism, apartheid and colonialism 
in South Africa is a particularly outrageous example of double-talk. 
While politicians of these countries formally condemn racism and 
apartheid before the UN and other international bodies, they tolerate 
and encourage political, economic and military cooperation with the 
racist and colonialist régimes in southern Africa. Their racist policy 
of exploitation and oppression enables the multinationals of their coun- 
tries to achieve super profits, recklessly plundering the natural resources 
of Africa and continually violating the most elementary of human 
rights. Looking back over the UN resolution on racism, apartheid and 
colonialism passed in the past few years, one can clearly see that the 
picture sketched above is reflected in them. 

The imperialist NATO countries, particularly the USA, the FRG, Great 
Britain and France, bear a great responsibility for the fact that racism 
and apartheid have not yet been overthrown in southern Africa. They 
tolerate and encourage further expansion in southern Africa by the 
multinationals based in their countries, thereby implicating themselves 
in the flagrant violations of UN resolutions on combating and eliminat- 
ing racism and apartheid. Nevertheless, despite imperialist plots, a 
new offensive by the national liberation forces is under way in the 
southern part of the African continent. 

A deep crisis is shaking the apartheid régime itself, the illegal régime 
in Southern Rhodesia and the whole imperialist set-up in southern 
Africa. 

Progressive forces all over the world can rejoice that a fundamental 
transformation is taking place in the whole strategic situation in 
southern Africa — a change which means the end for colonialism on the 
African continent. The process started with the overthrow of the fascist 
régime of Caetano in Portugal and the elimination of colonial rule in 
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Mozambique, Angola, Guinea-Bissau, the Cape Verde Islands and Sao 
Tomé e Principe, which have all constituted themselves as independent 
states. Now the process is affecting the last bastion of imperialist 
slavery and colonial exploitation. The liberation movements are stepping 
up their offensive and broad sections of the population suffering from 
oppression and discrimination are showing by their strikes, protests 
and demonstrations that they are no longer prepared to live under 
colonial slavery. These events have provoked different responses from 
the imperialists and, in particular, the racist régimes. 

On the one hand, they have decided to strengthen the “traditional” 
methods of colonialism. This they did in Angola by using imperialist 
mercenaries and resorting to divisive manoeuvres as well as having 
the apartheid régime engage in open military aggression by sending in 
its tropps. Today South Africa is experiencing a massive escalation of 
terror, imposed by the police and army with reckless use of firearms. 
The gruesome result of this policy so far has been hundreds of Africans 
dead and thousands badly wounded. 

On the other hand, imperialism is also trying to rescue its vested 
interests—economic, political and strategic—by going all-out to “adapt” 
itself. This was precisely the aim of the so-called secret talks between 
the former US Secretary of State Henry A. Kissinger and the racist 
leader, John Vorster, which took place in the Federal Republic of 
Germany (June 1976) and in Switzerland (September 1976) and it has 
been the motive for many other trips to Africa by imperialist politi- 
cians. 

As these and other examples show, the forces of imperialism have by no 
means completely given up trying to influence the conflicts in southern 
Africa in favour of the forces of reaction. They want to offer the African 
peoples of South Africa, Namibia and Zimbabwe pseudo-solutions. 
Imperialism is prepared to make a few compromises in order to avoid 
eventually losing its influence completely. But, at the same time, 
resistance to imperialist manipulations is growing in strength. 


FRG imperialism and the apartheid régime—a close alliance 


It is worth mentioning here the oft-repeated and proven fact that the 
Federal Republic of Germany pursues a particularly close policy of 
alliance with South African imperialism. After all, leading politicians 
from the FRG were for two decades among the chief supporters and 
adulators of the South African racists’ inhuman apartheid propaganda. 
Their attitudes and declarations have thereby shown that the same class 
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forces are at work now in the FRG as under Hitler when they were the 
political and social pillars supporting the Nazis’ racist policies and ideol- 
ogy. One can see that the leading circles of FRG monopoly capital have 
continued the reactionary traditions of German imperialism, including 
racist and colonialist propaganda, to justify expansionism, merely modi- 
fying their form to suit the changed international situation. 

The political and economic policies pursued by FRG imperialism are 

particularly illuminating in this respect. The FRG has long figured as 

the main trading partner of the South African racists, subsidiaries of 

FRG companies and banks are firmly established in the apartheid state 

and the flow of capital investment from the FRG to South Africa con- 

tinues unabated. The basic position adopted by Bonn towards South 

Africa (full diplomatic relations, and close political, economic and mili- 

tary cooperation—including on developing atomic weapons) shows that 

no serious efforts can be expected from that quarter to fulfil its 
obligations towards the UN by at long last imposing a consistent boycott 
on the racists in South Africa. Over a number of years there have been 
many revelations about FRG cooperation with South African on nuclear 
research with possible military applications. The various governments of 
the FRG have consistently denied any such cooperation. But, in October 

1975, it was finally proven that the FRG and South Africa had been 

working together on atomic projects for many years. The African 

National Congress of South Africa (ANC) published a comprehensive 

report? on the origins and development of this cooperation. Providing 

as a starting-point photocopies of secret documents from the South 

African embassy in Bonn, indisputable proof of this plot was presented. 

The following important links were shown to exist: 

— Among the leading figures in the FRG involved in planning this 
cooperation are the politicians Franz Josef Strauss (CSU) and 
Gerhard Stoltenberg (CDU), the Chairman of the FRG energy con- 
cern STEAG, Dr Bund, the Government Secretary of State for 
Research and Technology, Haunschild, the Secretary of State for 
the Economy, Detlev-Karsten Rohwedder, and the inventor of the 
so-called ‘separation nozzle technique’, Professor Becker. 

— Their cooperation dates back to 1962 and has been stepped up since 
the beginning of the 70s to such an extent that South Africa is now 
in a position to use its atomic research potential to develop nuclear 
weapons. 

The facts also disprove the assertion, repeated for many years, that the 


9 Nukleare Zusammenarbeit zwischen der Bundesrepublik und Siidafrika, 
Dokumentation des African National Congress of South Africa, Bonn 1975. 
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FRG Government, at least, was not involved in nuclear cooperation 
with South Africa. A leading FRG management periodical wrote: “The 
Federal Government gives repeated assurances that it is not engaged 
in any nuclear cooperation with South Africa. Nevertheless, the Karls- 
ruhe nuclear research institute (Gesellschaft ftir Kernforschung 
GmbH — GFK) and STEAG, which have both been working with South 
Africa for years, are under State control. 51 /) of the shares in STEAG 
are owned by Ruhrkohle AG, in which the State has a 40 % stake. GFK 
is 90 °/) State-owned.’ The Federal Government—in particular the Min- 
ister for Research and Technology, Hans Matthdéfer—has spoken out 
openly in favour of providing the apartheid régime with nuclear power 
stations, in order to secure for the FRG in exchange a long-term supply 
of uranium. The Kraftwerk Union (KWU), involving Siemens, AEG 
and US capital interests, can rely on massive financial help from the 
FRG government for its long-term nuclear trade with the racists, 
because the whole project is to have guaranteed state credits backing 
it. 

There is also another aspect of this deal which was pointed out by the 
ANC, namely that it not only enables the South African racists to use 
nuclear technology for military purposes, but is also a backdoor way 
for FRG imperialism to appropriate the technical know-how for 
manufacturing nuclear weapons. South Africa is not a signatory to the 
Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty and has refused to accede to this 
agreement. This makes it clear that the apartheid régime intends to use 
its potential nuclear power as a form of blackmail in implementing its 
aggressive home and foreign policies. FRG imperialism willingly lends 
it the necessary scientific and technical aid and thereby puts itself in 
good position to impose its own interests, and those of the imperialist 
camp as a whole, in Southern Africa. 


Anti-imperialist solidarity under the banner of the UN Decade of 
Action 


The GDR and the other socialist countries have constantly endeavoured 
to show up the relationship between imperialism’s plots and the con- 
tinued existence of racist and colonial régimes in southern Africa. These 
efforts of solidarity and those of the national liberation movements, 
closely allied with the socialist countries and other anti-imperialist forces, 
eventually—in 1974—brought about a decisive defeat for the racists and 


10 Handelsblatt, 15 October'1975. 
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colonialists in Africa and in NATO countries, with far-reaching con- 
sequences for the future course of the struggle against racism, apartheid 
and neo-colonialism. 
A fundamental change was brought about in the overall strategic 
situation in southern Africa and throughout the continent by the 
overthrow of Portuguese colonialism and the establishment of revolu- 
tionary-democratic régimes in Guinea-Bissau, Mozambique, Angola, 
Sao Tomé e Principe, the Cape Verde Islands and other African coun- 
tries. 
In the countries of southern Africa there have also been increasing 
numbers of strikes by workers, demonstrations by university and school 
students and a stepping-up of activity by the African liberation 
movements, which have aggravated the deep crisis affecting the 
racist régimes’ internal and international position and threaten to bring 
about their overthrow. 

All these events indicate the end is nigh for racism and apartheid in 

southern Africa. One must not forget that the forces of imperialism 

and reaction will do everything they can to avert this situation. The 
manoeuvering which has been taking place and which is planned for 
the future call for the greatest vigilance by the anti-imperialist forces. 

The racists and colonialists are bent on imposing their reactionary 

ideology and practices both in southern Africa and in other parts of 

the world by following a policy of ‘adjusting’ themselves. Their aims, 
open or concealed can be seen in the following facts: 

— The right to self-determination, included in the Charter of the UN, 
continues to be denied to the peoples of South Africa, Namibia and 
Zimbabwe; 

— the exploitation, oppression and discrimination affecting Afro- 
Americans and other coloured people in the USA has grown more 
acute; 

— the aggressive Israeli régime is continuing with its Zionist policies 
with regard to the Arab peoples; 

— there is covert discrimination in the imperialist countries against 
representatives of the peoples of Asia, Africa and Latin America; 

— these countries continue to produce biased and misleading inter- 
pretations, in the media, literature and history books, of the history 
of the peoples of Asia, Africa and Latin America and the nature of 
their national liberation movements. 

Racism also takes on different guises today, though its nature and goals 

remain the same. It is a specific expression of the imperialist ideology 

of exploitation and oppression. The strength of international solidarity 
with all peoples suffering the practical effects of imperialist racial and 
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colonial ideologies will continue to be an important weapon in the 
struggles for the realization of the right to self-determination every- 
where. The African peoples know they can rely in their struggle on a 
world-wide anti-imperialist solidarity movement, in the front line of 
which stand the socialist countries. 
The fighting alliance between the socialist countries and the national 
liberation movements, based on objectively common interests, has proved 
itself over many years of combating imperialism, colonialism and racism, 
and is today taking on even greater significance in view of the sharpen- 
ing of the struggle finally to put an end to all racist exploitation and 
discrimination. 

In the GDR, the solidarity movement is a well-established part of the 

political activities of all working people. On 22 July 1960 the GDR 

Solidarity Committee was founded. Through this committee, in addition 

to giving many and varied demonstrations of political solidarity with 

the peoples under the yoke of racism and with their liberation move- 
ments, the GDR has provided material support and financial backing 
from the collections and solidarity events organized among all strata 
and groups of the population of the GDR. Cargoes worth many millions 
of marks are sent by sea and air to Africa and other parts of the world 
to supply urgently-needed help to the peoples engaged in struggle. The 

GDR Solidarity Committee organizes and finances: 

— the provision of medicines, surgical dressings, blankets, clothes and 
food for the liberation movements; 

— beds and medical care in GDR medical establishments for wounded 
freedom fighters; 

— free training courses and study in the GDR for workers and stu- 
dents; 

— the provision of information and materials to build up the education 
system in the areas under the control of the liberation forces and in 
independent countries; 

— the printing and production of material for propaganda and agitation 
(periodicals, leaflets, posters, badges etc.) needed by the liberation 
movements to publicize their political aims. 

The decision taken by the UN in 1973 to call an international Decade 

of Action to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination is welcomed by 

the GDR as a tremendously important contribution towards finally 
ending racist ideology and its policies. The decision met with the unan- 
imous support of all progressive anti-imperialist forces throughout the 
world. It was, above all, due to the initiatives of the socialist countries 

and the overwhelming majority of developing countries that such a 

resolution was adopted. 
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A special committee has been set up in the GDR for the Decade of 
Action to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination, composed of lead- 
ing political and public figures and representatives of all parties and 
mass organizations. The GDR Solidarity Committee is also represented 
on this body. 

The experience of the committee since 1973 has shown that the Decade 
of Action called by the UN has met with an extraordinarily enthusiastic 
response from the political parties and the Government of the GDR, 
expressed in numerous different events and activities both within the 
GDR and internationally. 

The first five years of the Decade of Action have seen a considerable 
upturn in the struggle against racism and apartheid. One example 
among many is the adoption by the UN General Assembly of the 
International Convention on the Suppression and Punishment of the 
Crime of Apartheid which came into effect on 18 July 1976. Together 
with the other motions passed by the UN, this convention offers the 
peoples great opportunities for successfully advancing their struggles 
against racism. 


Editor’s note 


The struggle against racism, apartheid arid colonialism cannot, obviously, 
be considered in isolation from other events on the international scene 
and so, when editing the documents, we have left in the relevant 
references of the international situation. 

The documents have been arranged to ensure unity and clarity. Sub- 
headings which appeared in the original texts have been taken out 
where not an essential part of the offical documents. Differences in 
paragraphing in the.German and English versions are the result of 
differing treatment in the respective sources. The dates given for the 
documents refer to the day when they were adopted or statements were 
made. The dates marked with an asterisk indicate when the German 
text was published. 

Conventional greetings and expressions of thanks have been omitted 
from all speeches, statements, messages of greeting, telegrammes etc., 
without any indication of this being given in the heading or by means 
of leader dots. The same has been done with regard to the introductory 
remarks in speeches by GDR representatives to UN bodies referring to 
the cirumstances of the meeting (to deal with elections motions, reap- 
pointments, readmissions etc.), without affecting the content of the 
speech. 


5 Kampf Rassismus engl. 65 


From the Constitution of the GDR 


7 October 1949 


B. Government its functions and limits 
I. The rights of the individual 


Article 6 

(1) All citizens shall be equal before the law. 

(2) Incitements to boycott democratic institutions and organizations, or 
to make attempts on the lives of democratic politicians, the spreading 
of racial, religious or national hatred, or militaristic propaganda, war- 
mongering and all other activities directed against the principle of equal 
rights shall be crimes as defined by the Criminal Code. The exercise of 
one’s democratic rights, as defined in the Constitution shall not con- 
stitute incitement to boycott. 

(3) Anyone convicted of such a crime may neither hold public office 
nor any leading position in the country’s economic or cultural bodies. 
He forfeits the right both to elect and to be elected. 


Article II 

(I) The free national development of the non-German speaking sections 
of the Republic’s population shall be guaranteed by the laws and by 
the government authorities. In particular, no obstacles should be put in 
the way of the use of their mother tongue in education, local administra- 
tion and legal proceedings. 


German text in: Gesetzblatt der DDR, 1949, No. 1, pp. 6/7. 
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From the speech given by the President of the GDR, Wil- 
helm Pieck, to the Provisional People’s Chamber and the 
Provisional Upper House of the GDR 


11 October 1949 


We are very conscious of the great responsibility which befalls the 
German people because of the toleration and support of the barbaric 
Hitler war, and we are also conscious of our duty to make reparation 
to the countries that suffered from the effects of the Hitler war. We 
shall conscientiously fulfil the obligations laid on us under the Potsdam 
Agreement in order to win back the world’s trust and demonstrate our 
willingness to take our place in the community of peace-loving demo- 
cratic peoples. But, for this to occur, we must create throughout the 
whole of Germany the conditions necessary for the fulfilment of these. 
obligations and seek to put an end to the policies being pursued in the 
west of Germany, by means of which the forces of fascism and 
militarism are again winning the upper hand and preparations are being 
made for further aggression. 


° e e 


German text in: Dokumente zur Aussenpolitik der Regierung der Deutschen 
Demokratischen Republik, vol. I, Berlin (1954), p. 17. 


From the Declaration of Intent by the Prime Minister of 
the GDR, Otto Grotewohl 


12 October 1949 


The Government considers it its duty ... to oppose with the full weight 
of the law the resurrection of fascist, militaristic and anti-Semitic ideas 
and any practices connected with them. There shall be no return to 
barbarianism! 

The Government calls on all Germans of good will to cooperate in 
fulfilling the great tasks facing us. This German Government is one of 
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work, democracy and peace. The German Government’s programme is 
the programme of the German people... 


German text in: Dokumente zur Aussenpolitik der Regierung der Deutschen 
Demokratischen Republik, vol. I, Berlin (1954), pp. 36/37. 


From the Declaration of Intent by the Prime Minister of 
the GDR, Otto Grotewohl, to the People’s Chamber of the 
GDR 


19 November 1954 


By the elimination of the monopolies and the expropriation of Nazi and 
war criminals, decided on by referendum, monopoly rule was over- 
thrown and a nationally-owned economy was created to provide the 
basis for the people’s well-being. The process of the de-Nazification in 
administrative bodies and in the economy cleansed the spirit of fascism 
from public life. 

The democratic school reform programme put an end to the educational 
privileges of landowners and capitalists and opened the doors of all 
schools and seats of learning to the children of the working people and 
created the necessary conditions for bringing up our young people in a 
spirit of peace and friendship towards other peoples. 

In close and friendly cooperation with the intelligentsia and the patriotic 
forces among the bourgeoisie, a new German State has been created, 
a workers’ und farmers’ state, in which, for the first time in the history 
of our people, the working people are masters of their own destiny. 
For the first time in the history of Germany, the policies of a German 
State are determined by the democratic, peace-loving forces. It is evident 
that our state’s Government could take no other road but that of 
democracy and peace, both at home and abroad. It has followed this 
road and will continue to do so in the future. 

The Government has given a determined lead in the struggle of the 
democratic and patriotic forces of our people against the ideas of fascism, 
militarism and warmongering. This line will also be continued. 

It has declared itself, without reservation, for the great camp of the 
forces of peace and has successfully strengthened its friendly relations 
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with the Soviet Union, the People’s Republic of China, that great force 
for peace in Asia, and with all the Peoples’ Democracies. This policy will 
be continued and we shall continuously deepen our friendly relations 
with these countries. 

It has striven also to establish peaceful, friendly relations with all other 
peoples in the world. These efforts, will continue too because the Govern- 
ment of the German Democratic Republic considers that there is a real 
possibility for countries with differing social systems to live and work 
together. 

Peaceful coexistence between states is not only possible but absolutely 
vital if the world is to live in peace instead of being plunged anew 
into chaos. It is, therefore, with heartfelt warmth that we welcome the 
efforts of the World Peace Council meeting in Stockholm, whose work 
serves this great human ideal. The population of the German Democratic 
Republic are happy to be able to work for peace side by side with over 
900 million human beings in this the greatest-ever worldwide peace 
movement. Its relations with other countries, therefore, show none of 
the restrictiveness and bias that is shown by West Germany and that 
some West German politicians want to see maintained. We want to live 
in peace with all peoples and are prepared to establish relations with all 
states on the basis of equality. 

Such relations with other peoples are desired by the population of the 
German Democratic Republic and are also desired, I am sure, by the 
majority of the entire German people. No one has the right to flout the 
will of our people on this issue. 

The relationship of Germany to other peoples is not just a question 
concerning the population of East or West Germany but an issue for the 
whole German people.... 


German text in: Dokumente zur Aussenpolitik der Regierung der Deutschen 
Demokratischen Republik, vol. II, Berlin (1955), pp. 72/73. 
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From the communiqué issued by the representatives of the 
Communist and Workers’ Parties of the socialist countries 


14—16 November 1957 


I 

The main feature of our era is the process of transition from capitalism 
to socialism, which was initiated by the Great October Socialist Revolu- 
tion in Russia. Now more than a third of the world’s population—over 
nine hundred and fifty million people—have taken the road of socialism 
and are building a new life. This tremendous development in the 
strength of socialism favoured the stormy growth of the anti-imperialist 
national forces in the post-war period. ... The peoples of the colonial 
and dependent countries who are still living in slavery are stepping 
up their struggle for their national liberation. The development of 
socialism and the national liberation movements have considerably 
hastened the disintegration of imperialism. Imperialism has lost its grip 
over the majority of mankind. ... Whereas socialism is on the ascendent, 
imperialism is going downhill. The collapse of the colonial system has 
greatly weakened imperialism’s position in the world. Those countries 
which have thrown off the yoke of colonialism are now engaged in 
defending the independence they have achieved and in striving to 
develop a strong economic base of their own, and relations of peace 
between peoples. The existence of the world socialist system and the 
help afforded to these countries by the socialist lands, on the basis of 
complete equality together with the cooperation between the socialist 
countries and the former colonies in the struggle for peace and against 
aggression, are making it easier for these countries to defend their 
national freedom and to advance along the road of social progress. 


The aggressive imperialist circles in the USA, in pursuing their so-called 
policy of strength, are out to dominate the majority of the globe. They 
are seeking to impede mankind’s advance along the lines of society’s 
laws of development. Under cover of the “fight against communism” 
they are attempting to bring more and more countries under their 
control. They urge the destruction of democratic liberties and threaten 
the national independence of the advanced capitalist countries. They 
want to put a new kind of yoke round the necks of the peoples who 
have already won their freedom. ... 
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So long as imperialism exists, the basis for wars of aggression will also 
persist. In the postwar period, the American, English, French and other 
imperialists and their lackeys have waged, or are still waging, wars in 
Indochina, Indonesia, Korea, Malaya, Kenya, Guatemala, Egypt, Algeria, 
Oman and Yemen. At the same time, the aggressive imperialist forces 
have stubbornly refused to agree to arms limitations, bans on the use 
and production of A- and H-bombs or an immediate halt to tests with 
these weapons. On the contrary, they are continuing to pursue their 
so-called “cold war”, driving on the arms race and creating more and 
more new military bases. Their aggressive policy of undermining peace 
is creating the danger of a new war.... 

... The cause of peace is defended by today’s strongholds—the invincible 
socialist camp with the Soviet Union in the van; the peace-loving 
countries of Asia and Africa which take up an anti-imperialist stance 
and, together with the socialist countries, form an extensive zone of 
peace; the working class internationally and, in particular, its vanguard, 
the Communist parties; the peoples’ national liberation movements in 
the colonies and semi-colonies; the popular mass movement for peace; 
the determined resistance to imperialist plans for a new war offered 
by the peoples of those European countries which have declared their 
neutrality as well as the peoples of Latin America and the popular 
masses in the imperialist countries themselves. The unity of these 
powerful forces can prevent the outbreak of war. 


The Communist and Workers’ Parties faithfully defend the national and 
democratic interests of the peoples of all countries. The working class 
and the peoples of many countries are still facing the historic task of 
fighting for their national independence against colonial aggression and 
feudal subjugation. Hence the necessity of creating a united front of 
workers, peasants, the urban petite bourgeoisie, the national bourgeoisie 
and of other patriotic and democratic forces in the struggle against 
imperialism and feudalism. There is ample evidence that the broader 
and stronger the unity of the various patriotic and democratic forces, 
the more certainly will victory be achieved in the common struggle. 


German text in: Erkldrung der Beratung von Vertretern der kommunisti- 
schen und Arbeiterparteien der sozialistischen Lander, Berlin 1958, pp. 4/5, 6, 
7/8, 9, 18. 
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From a statement issued by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
of the GDR on the bloody massacre instigated among the 
population by the Government of South Africa 


25 March 1960 


The Government of the GDR expresses its utmost condemnation of the 
massacre and bloodbath perpetrated by the South African police and 
army in Capetown, Vereeniging, Sharpeville and other areas among 
the population of the Union of South Africa, killing and wounding a 
great number of people, including women and children. 

In the name of the people of our Republic, the Government of the GDR 
joins its voice to the vehement protests of the peoples throughout the 
world committed to the cause of humanity and human dignity, and 
gives its whole-hearted support to the persecuted peoples of the Union 
of South Africa in their struggle for equal rights. 


The Government of the GDR categorically demands that an end be put 
to racist terror and that equality of rights be guaranteed for all African 
peoples on the basis of the UN Charter. 


German text in: Dokumente zur Aussenpolitik der Regierung der Deutschen 
Demokratischen Republik, vol. VIII, Berlin (1961), pp. 65/66. 


From the memorandum addressed by the Government of the 
GDR to all states of the anti-Hitler coalition on the 15th 
anniversary of the Potsdam Agreement 


2 August 1960 


II. 

In the eastern part of Germany, the principles of the Potsdam Agree- 
ment have been put into practice by the antifascist democratic forces 
with the full support of the Soviet occupation forces. The Nazi Wehr- 
macht and its auxiliaries have been completely disbanded. The Nazi 
party and all its affiliated organizations have been totally destroyed, 
war and Nazi criminals have been punished and their power in industry 
and ownership of land taken away from them. The sinister ideology of 
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fascism and militarism has been eradicated. Radical democratic reforms 
have been carried out in the educational, legal and administrative 
systems. In this way, an antifascist, democratic society has developed, 
which permanently guarantees that neither Nazism or militarism will 
ever again return. The antifascist and democratic forces in the East of 
Germany have actively opposed Western attempts to split the nation 
and are concentrating their efforts on preserving the unity of Ger- 
many. 

The nature and policies of the German Democratic Republic are in 
accord with the Potsdam Agreement and are consonant both with the 
just demand of the German people for a peaceful future and with the 
legitimate desire of our neighbours for security. The German Democratic 
Republic is proof of the fact that the German people can live in lasting 
peace and prosperity if they overcome militarism. 

As a member of the socialist camp, allied with all other peace-loving 
countries and supported by their strength and steadfastness, the German 
Democratic Republic is the force in Germany preventing German mili- 
tarism advancing anew towards the east and south-east. 

The ten-year history of the two German states has shown that it is the 
GDR alone which is showing the way to overcome the state of national 
emergency and achieve a united, peace-loving and democratic Ger- 
many. 
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IV. 

In the interests of national security and of peace and democracy for 
the future of the German people, it is imperative to put the principles 
of the Potsdam Agreement into force in the whole of Germany and to 
initiate a peaceful democratic development in West Germany just as we 
have here. 

The Government of the GDR urgently calls on the Governments of 
the Allied countries, and especially those countries whose sons and 
daughters gave their lives in the struggle against German militarism 
and Nazism, to conduct their dealings with both German states in the 
spirit of the Anti-Hitler Coalition—i.e. in accordance with the basic 
principles of the Potsdam Agreement. This requires effective support 
for the forces of peace in Germany and resolute opposition to the 
aggressive designs of German militarism and its war policies. 


German text in: Dokumente zur Aussenpolitik der Regierung der Deutschen 
Demokratischen Republik, vol. VIII, Berlin (1961), pp. 172, 175. 
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From the statement of the Conference of Representatives 
of Communist and Workers’ Parties 


November 1960 


I 

The main feature of our era is the process of transition from capitalism 
to socialism, which was initiated by the Great October Socialist Revolu- 
tion. It is an era of struggle between two opposing social systems, the 
era of socialist revolutions and of revolutions of national liberation, the 
era of imperialism’s collapse and of the overthrow of the colonial 
system, the era when more and more peoples are taking the socialist 
road, leading to the triumph of socialism and communism throughout 
the world. 


Ever more resolutely, the peoples are taking up the struggle against 
imperialism. An awe-inspiring battle is taking place between the forces 
of labour and of capital, between democracy and reaction, freedom and 
colonialism. The victory of a real people’s revolution in Cuba has 
become a shining example for the peoples of Latin America. The anti- 
colonial movement fighting for freedom and national independence in 
Africa is proving itself to be indomitable. ... 


IV 

Revolutions of national liberation have triumphed over great areas of 
the world’s surface. During the 15 years since the war, roughly 40 new 
sovereign states have been established in Asia and Africa. The victory 
of the revolution in Cuba has given a mighty impetus to the struggle 
of the peoples of Latin America for complete national liberation. A new 
chapter of history has begun for humanity: the peoples of Asia, Africa 
and Latin America, who have achieved their liberation are now taking 
an active part in international politics. 

The complete desintegration of colonialism is inevitable. The collapse of 
this system of colonial slavery under the onslaught of the national 
liberation movement is of tremendous historical importance, second 
only to the emergence of the world socialist system. 

The Great October Socialist Revolution roused the East and drew the 
colonized peoples into the mainstream of the world revolutionary move- 
ment. This process has been greatly hastened by the victory of the USSR 
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in the Second World War, the establishment of the Peoples’ Democracies 
in Europe and Asia, the triumph of the socialist revolution in China 
and the emergence of the world socialist system. The forces of socialism 
worldwide have given their resolute support to the struggle of the 
peoples in the colonies and dependent countries to throw off the yoke 
of imperialism. For the peoples who have won their freedom, the socialist 
system has become a bulwark guaranteeing their independence and 
national development. The international working-class movement is a 
great source of support for the national liberation movement. 

The face of Asia has been completely transformed. In Africa, the colonial 
order is disintegrating. In Latin America, a front of active opposition 
to imperialism has been formed. After bitter struggle, hundreds of 
millions of people in Asia, Africa, and other parts of the world have 
succeeded in wresting their independence from imperialism. Communists 
have always acknowledged the progressive, revolutionary significance 
of wars of national liberation and are the most active fighters for 
national independence. The existence of the world socialist system and 
the weakening of the position of imperialism have created new oppor- 
tunities for the oppressed peoples to achieve their independence. 

The colonized peoples are fighting for their independence either by 
armed struggle or without recourse to military means, depending on 
the concrete circumstances of each country. Their mighty movement of 
national liberation is fighting to achieve a lasting victory. The colonial 
powers will not freely grant the colonized peoples their liberty, nor are 
they prepared voluntarily to pull out of the countries they are exploit- 
ing. 

The main bulwark of modern colonialism is the United States of America. 
The imperialists, led by the USA, are desperately trying to find new 
ways and means of continuing their colonial exploitation of the peoples 
of the former colonies. The monopolies are striving to maintain their 
political influence and their leverage over the economy in the countries 
of Asia, Africa and Latin America. They are seeking to hold on to their 
old economic positions in the liberated countries, and even to gain yet 
greater control behind a facade of “economic aid’. They are endeavour- 
ing to draw the liberated countries into military blocs, to set up military 
dictatorships in them and to secure military bases there. The imperialists 
wish to undermine the liberated countries’ national sovereignty, distort 
the meaning of self-determination by imposing new forms of colonial 
rule under the banner of interdependence, bringing their puppets to 
power and corrupting a section of the local bourgeoisie. They foment 
feuds between nations in order to weaken the relatively weak emergent 
states. To this end, they use to the full both aggressive military blocs 
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and bilateral aggressive military alliances. The most-reactionary circles 
of the indigenuous exploiting classes do the imperialists’ dirty work for 
them. 

The urgent tasks of national regeneration can only be carried out 
successfully in the countries which have thrown off the yoke of colonial- 
ism if a resolute struggle is carried on against imperialism and the 
remnants of feudalism and if all patriotic forces within a country unite 
in a single national, democratic front. Strengthening the country’s 
political independence, carrying through agrarian reform in the interests 
of the peasantry, eliminating the vestiges of feudalism and the economic 
roots of imperialist domination, curtailing the activities of the foreign 
monopolies and ousting them from their positions in the economy, 
building up the nation’s industry, raising the population’s living stand- 
ards, democratizing public life, conducting foreign policy in the inter- 
ests of independence and peace, and developing economic and cultural 
cooperation with the socialist countries and other friendly nations—such 
are the overall tasks of the national democratic revolution around which 
the progressive national forces in the liberated countries can and do 
unite. 

The working class, which has played a leading role in the national 
liberation struggles, demands that the tasks of the national, anti- 
imperialist, democratic revolution be carried through unwaveringly, 
and it opposes all attempts by the forces of reaction to impede social 
progress. 

The peasant question affects the overwhelming majority of the popula- 
tion of these countries and the task of solving it is of extraordinary 
importance. Without radical agrarian reform, it is not possible to solve 
the problem of feeding the people and sweeping away the leftovers 
from the Middle Ages which restrict the development of the forces of 
production on the land and in industry. Of great significance for these 
countries is the construction and extension of a democratically-based 
state sector in the national economy, especially in industry, which will 
not be dependent on foreign monopolies and which will gradually 
become the determining factor in the country’s economy. 

The alliance between the working class and the peasantry is of prime 
importance for achieving and defending national independence, carry- 
ing out a radical democratic transformation and ensuring social progress. 
This alliance is the basis for a broad national front. Its strength and 
stability also determines to no small extent how the national bourgeoisie 
will take part in the liberation struggles. All national, patriotic forces, 
all elements of the nation/ who are prepared to fight for national 
indepedence against imperialism can play an important role. 
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Under current circumstances, those sections of the national bourgeoisie 
in the colonial and dependent countries not allied with the imperialists 
have an objective interest in the fulfilment of the main tasks of the 
anti-imperialist and anti-feudal revolution. They have retained their 
capacity to play a part in the revolutionary struggle against imperialism 
and feudalsm. In this sense, they are progressive. They are, however, 
fickle. While showing a positive progressive, attitude, they also have a 
tendency to favour compromise with imperialism and feudalism. Their 
contradictory nature leads the national bourgeoisie in different coun- 
tries to show varying degrees of commitment to the revolutionary 
process. This all depends on the particular concrete conditions prevail- 
ing the changes in the balance of class forces, the sharpness of the 
opposition between imperialism, feudalism and popular masses and on 
the extent of the conflicts between imperialism, feudalism and the 
indigenous bourgeoisie. 

When the peoples have won their political independence, they look for an 
answer to the social problems and questions of strengthening national 
independence posed by everyday life. The differenct classes and parties 
will offer different solutions. Which path of development the peoples 
choose is their own internal affair. The sharper the social antagonisms, 
the more the national bourgeoisie is inclined to reach a compromise 
with internal reaction and imperialism. On the other hand, the popular 
masses become convinced that the best way to overcome their age-old 
backwardness and to improve their way of life is to take the road of 
non-capitalist development. Only in this way can the peoples free 
themselves from exploitation, misery and hunger. The working class 
and the broad masses of the peasantry are called on to play the key 
role in solving these fundamental social problems. 

The present-day historical situation gives rise, in many countries, to 
international and national conditions favourable to the development of 
national democratic states—i. e. states which wage a resolute struggle to 
defend their political and economic independence against imperialism and 
its military blocs and against foreign military bases on their territory; 
which resist all forms of neo-colonialism and penetration by imperialist 
capital; which reject all dictatorial and despotic methods of government; 
in which the people enjoy the broadest possible democratic rights and 
liberties (freedom of speech, of the press, of association and demonstra- 
tion, and the freedom to form political parties and social organizations 
and is able to campaign for an agrarian reform, for a say in government 
policy-making and for other demands for democratic social changes. 
When these national-democratic states are firmly established, they 
have the opportunity to make rapid social progress and play an active 
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role in the peoples’ struggle for peace and for the complete overthrow 
of colonialism and of the imperialists’ policies of aggression. 

The Communist Parties fight to carry through the anti-imperialist, 
anti-feudal democratic revolution to the end, to build up a national- 
democratic state and effectively to raise the standards of living 
of the popular masses. They support measures by national govern- 
ments which aim to secure the nation’s achievements and undermine the 
position of imperialism. At the same time, they actively oppose all anti- 
democratic, unpatriotic measures by the ruling circles which endanger 
national independence. The Communists expose both the attempts by 
the reactionary wing of the bourgeoisie to present their purely selfish 
class interests as those of the whole nation, and the demagogy of 
bourgeois politicians who use socialist phrases to serve the same end. 
Communists strive for a genuine democratization of public life and unite 
all progressive forces to figth existing despotic régimes and to frustrate 
any intentions to install such a form of government. 

The Communists’ aims are in accord with the highest interests of the 
nation. The reactionaries’ attempts to break apart the national united 
front by waging a campaign under the banner of anti-communism, 
thereby isolating the Communists who are the most progressive section 
of the liberation movement, run counter to the people’s national inter- 
ests and bring with them the danger of the people’s achievements being 
reversed. 

The socialist countries are sincere and faithful friends of the peoples 
who are fighting for their freedom or who have already rid themselves 
of imperialist oppression. They are fundamentally opposed to any 
interference in the internal affairs of the emergent nations and consider 
it their international duty to support the peoples in their struggle to 
strengthen their national independence. They provide these countries 
with all kinds of aid and support their progress in building up their 
own industry, developing and strengthening their national economy and 
in training their own cadres. The Communists also work with them in 
their common struggle against imperialist aggression in order to achieve 
world peace. 

The class-conscious workers in the major capitalist countries are also 
consistent fighters for the right to self-determination for the nations 
oppressed by imperialism because they know that a people that oppres- 
ses another cannot itself be free. Now that these peoples have taken 
the road of national independence, it is the international duty of the 
workers and all democratic forces in the advanced capitalist countries 
to give these peoples whatever support they can in their struggle against 
imperialism to secure their national independence, and to aid them in 
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fulfilling the tasks of economic and cultural regeneration. To fulfil this 
duty is also to further the interests of the popular masses in their own 
countries. 

The whole course of world history over the last decade has dictated the 
final and complete elimination of all forms of colonial régimes. 

Massive support must be extended to all peoples still wearing the chains 
of colonialism to achieve their national independence! All forms of 
colonial oppression must be eliminated! The eradication of colonialism 
will also be of great significance for furthering international détente 
and world peace. This Conference declares its solidarity with all the 
peoples of Asia, Africa, Latin America and Oceania who are waging a 
heroic struggle against imperialism. This Conference greets the peoples 
of the emergent African states which have won their independence—an 
important step towards their complete liberation. Conference also 
declares its warmest fellow-feeling with the heroic people of Algeria, 
supports its struggle for freedom and national independence and 
demands an immediate halt to the war of aggression being waged against 
Algeria. With the greatest indignation we condemn the inhuman system 
of racial persecution and tyranny, known as “apartheid”, in the Union 
of South Africa and call on international public opinion actively to 
support the peoples of South Africa in their struggle for freedom and 
equality. Conference demands that the principle of non-intervention be 
respected with regard to the sovereign rights of the peoples of Cuba, 
the Congo and all other countries which have won their freedom. 

All socialist countries and the international Communist and workers’ 
movement consider it their duty to give all possible moral and material 
support to the peoples struggling to free themselves from the yoke of 
imperialism and colonialism. 


Erklirung der Beratung von Vertretern der kommunistischen und Arbeiter- 
parteien November 1960, Berlin 1960, pp. 10, 16, 40—47 (translated from the 
German). 
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Telegram sent by the Chairman of the GDR Council of State, 
Walter Ulbricht, to the conference of representatives of 
African states in Casablanca 


4 January 1961 


The Council of State and the people of the German Democratic Republic 
welcome your Conference as a contribution both to the elimination of 
the colonial system in Africa and to increasing the strength and security 
of the African states’ national independence and sovereignty. 

The German Democratic Republic declares its solidarity with the 
legitimate demands of the peoples of Africa for the immediate removal 
of foreign military bases in Africa, for an end to be put forthwith to 
the French A-bomb test in the Sahara, which are taking place with the 
help of the West German Government, and for the creation of a nuclear- 
weapon-free zone in Africa. The German Democratic Republic condemns 
most emphatically the recent A-bomb test carried out by France on 
27 December 1960. 

The German Democratic Republic demands an immediate end to inter- 
ference in the internal affairs of the Republic of the Congo and the 
return to office of the Parliament legally elected by the Congolese 
people and of the Government under Prime Minister Patrice Lumumba. 
We also demand that the right to national self-determination of the 
Algerian people, heroically fighting for their independence, be imple- 
mented. These demands are in accord with the principles of the UN 
Charter. 

The Council of State and the people of the German Democratic Repub- 
lic are following the progress of the African States’ Conference most 
attentively and wish it the greatest success in advancing the well-being 
of the African peoples. 


German text in: Aussenpolitische Korrespondenz, No. 2, 13 January 1961, p. 1. 
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From a statement by the GDR on African Year 1960 


13 January 1961* 


Beginning with 1 January 1960, the Republic of Cameroon’s date of 
independence, a process was set under way in Africa which forced 
imperialism in the course of last year to grant political independence 
to a total of 17 African countries. The ever-growing strength of the 
African peoples’ liberation movements indicates that the day is not 
long distant when the whole of Africa will be independent, for the 
imperialist colonial system in the last third of Africa is undergoing a 
process of complete desintegration which cannot be halted. 

The historic significance of this culminating development in Africa was 
assessed at the Conference of representatives of Communist and 
Workers’ Parties in Moscow in November 1960 as being so great that 
the collapse of the system of colonial slavery under the onslaught of the 
national liberation movements is the most important phenomenon after 
the emergence of the world socialist system. 

The year 1960 showed the African countries that the GDR seeks to 
establish friendly relations on the basis of complete equality of rights 
and extends active political support and solidarity to the peoples and 
countries of Africa. 

The GDR, therefore, welcomes the declaration on independence for the 
colonial countries and peoples, passed on 14 December by the XV ses- 
sion of the UN General Assembly, hailing it as a great victory for the 
forces of peace and progress over imperialism and colonialism. 

The GDR energetically supports the proposals laid before the XV session 
of the UN General Assembly calling for the final and complete elimina- 
tion of the rule of colonialism in all its forms. The GDR also vigorously 
supports the demands raised at the UN by President Kwame Nkrumah 
of Ghana for the immediate removal of all foreign military bases from 
African territory and for support for the legitimate Government of the 
Congo led by Prime Minister Patrice Lumumba. The application by the 
African states, in view of the growing importance of the African 
continent, for a permanent seat on the UN Security Council, is also 
considered by the GDR to be justified. 

The GDR has taken a lively interest in events of such importance for 
the peoples and countries of Africa as the II All-African Peoples’ Con- 
ference in Tunisia, the II Solidarity Conference of the Peoples of Asia 
and Africa in Conakry, and the Conferences of the non-aligned African 
states in Addis Ababa and Casablanca. In its statements on these Confe- 
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rences and their decisions, the GDR has always emphasized the common 
struggle against imperialism and colonialism and has assured the peo- 
ples and countries of Africa of its support in their arduous struggle for 
political and economic liberation. 

One example of such effective political and moral support for the 
emergent African states has been the GDR’s policy of unconditional 
recognition of the rights of the peoples and countries of Africa to self- 
determination. The recognition in 1960 by the GDR and all other social- 
ist states of the Republic of Cameroon, Togo, Mali, Madagascar, 
Somaliland, the Congo, Dahomey, Niger, Volta, Senegal, the Ivory Coast, 
Chad, Congo (Brazaville), Gabon, the Central African Republic and 
Nigeria contributed to their international prestige and to the security 
of their recently-won independence. Together with all the socialist 
countries, the GDR gave its unreserved backing to the peoples of the 
Republic of the Congo and the Republic of Algeria in warding off 
imperialist aggression and defending their sovereignty. 

The GDR has made various statements denouncing Belgian aggression 
in the Republic of the Congo, exposing the shameful role of the UN 
representatives in the People’s Republic of the Congo and assuring the 
Congolese people of its solidarity. The groups of GDR doctors sent to 
the Congo, the collections for medicines and the training of Congolese 
students in the GDR are examples of the way the GDR lends its support 
to the struggle of the Congolese people. 

The GDR has extended further moral, political and material aid to the 
Algerian people, who have been fighting heroically now for more than 
six years, to further their legitimate struggle to implement their right 
to self-determination, freedom and national independence. The German 
Red Cross of the GDR alone has sent more than 3.6 million marks’ 
worth of aid since 1957. 

An important part of the GDR’s foreign policy with regard to the 
African countries is taken up with their steadily-growing economic and 
trade relations. In 1960, the first trade and payments agreements were 
signed between the GDR and the Republic of Tunisia. And, for the 
first time a trade exhibition was held, with great success, in West 
Africa (Ghana). 

The GDR has also extended its cultural relations with the African 
countries as was shown by the games played by GDR football teams 
in Tunisia, Morocco, Ghana, Liberia and Guinea, as well as exhibitions 
of graphic art in Guinea and the participation of African representatives 
in the celebrations for the 150th anniversary of the founding of Hum- 
boldt University and in the III International Week of Documentary and 
Short Films in Leipzig. 
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A large number of government representatives and delegations and 
other official representatives, inter alia from Algeria, Morocco, Tunisia, 
Ghana, Guinea and the Sudan have paid visits to the GDR, thereby 
contributing to the strengthening of existing relations. 

The GDR Committee for Solidarity with the Peoples.of Africa was set up 
on 22 July 1960 with the participation of numerous outstanding person- 
ages, mass organizations and institutions. It constitutes a coordinating 
body which will make our work of aid for the African peoples’ liberation 
struggles still more effective. 

In this regard, the Free German Trade Unions and the other mass 
organizations have important tasks to fulfil. The links between these 
organizations and the African peoples’ liberation movements are becom- 
ing ever closer and are a powerful contribution by the GDR to the 
process of completely eliminating the colonial system in Africa and to 
reconstruction work in the emergent African states. 

Our agreement on the major questions concerning the international 
situation today and the objective alliance between the GDR and the 
African countries against imperialism, colonialism and the danger of 
atomic war make it indispensible to bring about an all-round normaliza- 
tion of relations. 


German text in: Aussenpolitische Korrespondenz, No.2, 13 January 1961, 
pp. 1/2. 


Message of greetings sent by the Chairman of the GDR 
Council of State, Walter Ulbricht, to the Third All-African 
Peoples’ Conference in Cairo 


7 April 1961* 


Allow me, in the name of the Council of State and the people of the 
German Democratic Republic, to convey our warmest greetings to you 
on the opening of the III All-African Peoples’ Conference. 

The people of the GDR, who have banished imperialism for ever from 
their territory, stand firmly by the side of the peoples of Africa, 
fighting to throw off imperialism’s colonial yoke and to wrest their 
national independence and freedom. 

As expressed in the decisions of the People’s Chamber, the German 
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Democratic Republic roundly condemns the imperialists’ aggression 
against the Congolese people. We demonstrate in practice our solidarity 
with the freedom struggle of the Congolese people, whose eventual 
victory cannot be prevented—not even by the recent attempts to split 
the People’s Republic of the Congo and create separate states dependent 
on imperialism. 

The German Democratic Republic declares its fervent solidarity with 
the Algerian people’s strivings for freedom and supports its just demand 
for the immediate elimination of colonial rule. We condemn the policy 
of racial discrimination, which runs counter to the basic principles of 
humanity and which is opposed by all democratic forces throughout 
the world. 

The Council of State and the people of the GDR identify themselves 
closely with the aspirations of the peoples and countries of Africa to 
secure world peace and welcome, in particular, their demand for the 
removal of all foreign military bases and for a halt to all A-bomb tests 
in Africa. 

The people of the GDR welcome the steady all-round progress in rela- 
tions between the GDR and the independent African states. Our 
endeavours are directed at deepening these relationships and at working 
together even more closely with the African states in building up their 
national economies. 

The German Democratic Republic staunchly opposes all neo-colonialist 
efforts to snatch back from the African peoples the freedom and national 
independence they have fought so hard for. Particular attention should 
be paid to the manoeuvres by the NATO countries aimed at drawing 
Africa into the cold war and using anti-communist slogans to divide 
the continent. 

We dissociate ourselves entirely from the policies pursued by the EEC 
countries which are designed to maintain and expand colonial exploita- 
tion and monopoly rule under new guises, and to subordinate the 
economies of the independent countries of their own drive for profits. 
The Council of State and the people of the GDR assure the repre- 
sentatives of the peoples of Africa of their unreserved solidarity and 
support in the noble struggle for independence and unity, and we wish 
your Conference every success. 


German text in: Aussenpolitische Korrespondenz, No. 13, 7 April 1961, p. 4. 
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Interview grantend by the Deputy Minister of Foreign 
Affairs of the GDR, Sepp Schwab, on questions raised by 
the establishment of the Republic of South Africa 


3 June 1961* 


Question: 


Minister, how is the establishment of the Republic of South Africa to 
be assessed, and what attitude is the GDR Government taking towards 
it? 

Answer: 

The Republic of South Africa was proclaimed on 31 May this year. The 
creation of this State is a further step taken by the most reactionary 
sections of the white South African population to effect a still greater 
degree of oppression of the country’s working people and also con- 
stitutes a declaration of war on the movements for peace and inde- 
pendence all over Africa. 

The present South African Government’s policy of apartheid violates 
even the most elementary human rights: they use terror and murder 
to deny the African peoples their right to self-determination and 
practise a form of racism in the same mould as that of Hitler’s fascism. 
Such a government can never expect to be recognized by the Govern- 
ment of the German Democratic Republic. 

The people of the GDR is bound to the combative peoples of South 
Africa by strong bonds of solidarity. We all share the unshakeable, con- 
fident belief of the oppressed population of the Republic of South Africa 
that the Verwoerd Government’s slide back into fascist barbarianism will 
not be able to prevent the Africans’ victory in their struggle for freedom 
and equal rights. 

Question: 

What attitude is the West German Government taking towards the 
Republic of South Africa and its fascist racial policies? 

Answer: 

The Verwoerd Government enjoys the official support of the clerico- 
military régime in Bonn. The West German monopolies and industrial 
concerns have for years been heavily implicated in the murderous 
attacks carried out against the African population in South Africa. It 
is widely known that West: German monopoly capital, with its invest- 
ments of hundreds of millions ef marks and large loans at stake, is 
directly involved in exploiting and oppressing the black South African 
population. The very same companies which spent enormous sums on 
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two world wars and on killing of millions of people in concentration 
camps, have set up subsidiaries in the Union of South Africa, in order 
to squeeze colonial super-profits out of the black South Africans’ labour. 
As examples of this, we could take the Bayer AG chemical company 
(IG Farben), which owns a hundred per cent of the shares in Rustenburg 
Chrome Mines Ltd., or the Hoechst AG chemical company which has 
majority shareholding in Mowillth Co. of South Africa. A look at any 
handbook on the South African economy will reveal the namens 
of German monopolies involved in implementing South Africa’s racist 
policies. The West German imperialists not only, therefore, show an 
active interest in the maintenance of the Verwoerd Government’s 
apartheid policies, but go to any ends to give it support. This alliance 
came out clearly in a remark by the current President of the Federal 
Republic, Heinrich Liibke, during his visit to the Union of South Africa. 
“The native problem is in good hands here.” 

The West German Government’s support for the fascist racial policies 
of the South African Government is considered by the majority of the 
whole German people to be an utter disgrace. 

The Government of the GDR expresses its wholehearted agreement 
with the III African Peoples’ Conference resolution denouncing the 
political oppression and-inhuman social degradation suffered -by the 
black population of South Africa. We add our voices to the demand for 
all countries to condemn the fascist racial policies of the South African 
Government and for South Africa to be be expelled from the UN if it 
refuses to desist from its practices of apartheid. 


German text in: Aussenpolitische Korrespondenz, No. 22, 3 June 1961, p. 3. 


Note sent by the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the GDR, 
Dr Lothar Bolz, to the President of the XVI session of the 
UN General Assembly, Mongi Slim, regarding the situation 
in Angola 


26 January 1962* 
The XVI session of the General Assembly of the United Nations has an 
important problem to consider. “The situation in Angola” (agenda item 


No. 27). 
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I have the honour to make the following statement on this subject: 
The Government and people of the German Democratic Republic are 
deeply sympathetic to the struggle of the colonial and dependent peoples 
for their liberation from the imperial yoke. They support the right of 
all peoples to independence and self-determination. This was unambig- 
uously confirmed in the statement made by the Chairman of the Council 
of State of the German Democratic Republic, Walter Ulbricht, to the 
Diplomatic Corps on 26 September 1960. The foreign policy of the 
German Democratic Republic is in accordance with the Declaration of 
the United Nations Organization on the Granting of Independence to 
the Colonial Countries and Peoples (Resolution 1514 [XV]). 

The Government of the German Democratic Republic regards this 
Declaration as pledging all states to implement the principles and aims 
contained in it. 

With abhorrence the Government and population of the German 
Democratic Republic take note of the cruel oppression of the national 
liberation movement in Angola. They condemn Portugal’s bloody 
colonial rule and assure the Angolan people, which is fighting for its 
freedom, of its solidarity. 

In so doing the Government of the German Democratic Republic con- 
siders it necessary, acting for the true interests of the population in both 
the German states, to draw attention to the fact that the Government of 
the West German Federal Republic is supporting the Portuguese colonial 
war in various ways, thereby furnishing further proof of its neo-colo- 
nialist policy directed against the right of peoples to self-determination. 
The Government and the population of the German Democratic Repub- 
lic resolutely condemn this policy and in so doing know themselves to 
be in agreement with the attitude of the majority of states represented 
in the United Nations Organization. 

I am taking the liberty of entering a number of facts in connection 
with Item 27 of the agenda of the XVI Session of the General Assembly, 
which make clear the disregard of Resolution 1514 of the General 
Assembly (XV) and the United Nations Charter by the West German 
neo-colonialist foreign policy. 


German text in: Aussenpolitische Korrespondenz, No. 4, 26 January 1962, p. 3. 
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From the telegram sent by the Minister of Foreign Affairs 
of the GDR, Dr Lothar Bolz, to the Chairman of the United 
Nations Anti-Apartheid Committee, Diallo Telli, concern- 
ing the measures being taken by the GDR regarding compli- 
ance with the boycott decisions taken by the United Nations 
against South Africa’ 


25 July 1963 


I have the honour of drawing your attention to the fact that the Min- 
ister for Foreign and Internal German Trade of the German Democratic 
Republic already instructed some time ago all subordinate agencies not 
to conduct trade of any description with firms or other institutions 
of the Republic of South Africa... 

This measure of the German Democratic Republic testifies to the deter- 
mination to support the liberation struggle of the people of South Africa 
and the efforts of the independent states of Africa, not least in the 
UN. 


The Government and the population of the German Democratic Repub- 
lic stand firmly at the side of the population of South Africa in its 
struggle against the terror and apartheid régime there. Never will the 
German Democratic Republic betray the liberation struggle of the 
peoples, but will support it also in future with all the means at its com- 
mand... 


German text in: Die Deutsche Demokratische Republik und die Vereinten 
Nationen, no date or place, pp. 121/122. 


1 Source did not contain full text. 
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From a statement by the GDR Government on the draft 
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Dis- 
crimination, addressed to the XVIII session of the UN Gene- 
ral Assembly 


9 November 1963* 


The Government of the German Democratic Republic welcomes the 
fact that the XVIII session of the United Nations General Assembly, 
basing itself on Resolution 958 (XXXVI) of the Economic and Social 
Council, is discussing racial discrimination as a problem involving 
infringement of the most basic human rights, and is seeking ways to 
abolish it once and for all. 

Many people are still subject to unbearable discrimination on grounds 
of race, colour or ethnic origin. This flies in the face of elementary 
principles of human decency. Racial discrimination is still practised 
systematically, above all in the still dependent territories under colonial 
rule, but also in various other countries as has been amply proved in 
the recent past. The events that took place at the 47th International 
Labour Conference in Geneva last June were a striking example of how 
burning this problem is and how urgent its solution. 

The German Democratic Republic has always consistently advocated 
the racial suppression of incitement to racial or national hatred. It notes 
with satisfaction .that its domestic and foreign policies are in full 
accord with the principles laid down in the draft Declaration. The 
Government of the German Democratic Republic is of the opinion 
that the implementation of fundamental human rights and the applica- 
tion of the right to self-determination for all peoples urgently call for 
an international settlement so as to abolish racial discrimination 
definitively. In the view of the Government of the German Democratic 
Republic this also requires the complete eradication of colonialism in 
all its forms, including neo-colonialism, as colonialism and racism are 
inseparably linked. Therefore, the Declaration on the Elimination of 
All Forms of Racial Discrimination should also underline the necessity 
of completely overcoming colonialism, this being essential for the total 
abolition of racial discrimination. 

The German Democratic Republic considers it a special obligation to 
express its view on the Declaration on the Elimination of All Forms of 
Racial Discrimination because German imperialism has practised 
racialism in a particulary virulent and criminal manner. 

From the first, German imperialism has borne the stamp of racism. 
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Racism and national hatred were invariably fomented to condition the 
people for wars of aggression and colonial conquest. 

Before the First World War the activities of the ill-famed “All-deut- 
scher Verband” (All-German League), which was the principal champion 
of the aggressive ideology of German imperialism up to the time of 
Nazi rule, were geared to the pursuit of the aggressive designs of 
German imperialism in Europe, Africa and Asia with the help of the 
jingoist theory of alleged racial superiority of the Germanic peoples. 
In its 1903 constitution the All-German League urged to “lead the Ger- 
man colonial movement on to practical results”. In 1912 the managing 
committee of the All-German League declared bluntly that the League 
was founded on racial principles. 

German imperialism proclaimed the Germans to be a master race 
destined to rule over all the other nations, especially the coloured 
peoples which were discriminated against because they were held to 
be racially inferior. 


The Government of the German Democratic Republic has every reason 
to say that racialism has been deprived of any basis in its territory. The 
German Democratic Republic strictly adheres to the rules of internation- 
al law and to the obligations arising from the resolutions of the United 
Nations. The profession of racial and national hatred is prohibited by 
law and is punishable as a serious crime. Article 6 of the Constitution 
of the German Democratic Republic says: 

“... The profession of religious, racial or national hatred, militarist 
propaganda and incitement to war, and all other acts directed against 
equality of rights shall be considered criminal offences.” 

This principle of government policy in the German Democratic Repub- 
lic is dealth with in detail in Section 19 of the Law amending the Penal 
Code of 11 December 1957 which makes incitement to national and 
racial hatred liable to punishment. The Protection of Peace Act of 
15 December 1950 defines national hatred as a crime against peace. 
Anybody condemned for such crimes may neither hold public office 
nor be employed in senior positions in the economic or cultural fields 
in the German Democratic Republic. He forfeits his right to vote and 
may not stand for election. 

The supreme principle of the German Democratic Republic’s foreign 
policy is the establishment, maintenance and consolidation of friendly 
relations with all peoples and nations. Accordingly, the Government of 
the German Democratic Republic supports Resolution 1780 (XVII) of 
the United Nations General Assembly suggesting that an internationally 
binding convention should be worked out for the elimination of racial 
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discrimination. This would be another international document that could 
help in drafting domestic legislation still to be introduced in a number 
of states and contribute to the further implementation of existing rules 
of international law, particularly of the principles of the United Nations 
Charter. 

The Government of the Democratic Republic hails and supports the 
idea that pending the complete elimination of racial discrimination 
all states should be bound to submit to the United Nations regular 
reports on the steps taken with a view to implementing the convention, 
and feels that provision could be made for this in the wording of the 
convention. 

The Government of the German Democratic Republic deems it its duty 
to stand up with all its energy for the elimination of racial discrimina- 
tion and to fight actively against racialism wherever and in whatever 
form it may manifest itself. It will support as best as it can the 
activities of the United Nations serving these noble aims. 


Foreign Affairs Bulletin, No. 31, 8 November 1963, pp. 243/244. 


From a statement by the GDR Government on the imple- 
mentation of the UN Declaration on the Granting of Inde- 
pendence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, addressed to 
the XVIII session of the UN General Assembly 


7 December 1963* 


The Government of the German Democratic Republic strongly advo- 
cates the fulfilment of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence 
to Colonial Countries and Peoples (1514/XV) adopted by the General 
Assembly on 14 December 1960. 

The peoples’ urgent demand raised by the United Nations to put an end 
to colonialism in all its forms, immediately and unreservedly, has from 
the very outset been fully supported by the German Democratic Repub- 
lic. 

The people of the German Democratic Republic who have freed them- 
selves from imperialism and uprooted all forms of chauvinism, national 
hatred and racial discrimination, extend unqualified solidarity to the 
peoples of Africa, Asia and Latin America in their struggle against the 
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shameful colonial system of imperialism, for independence and self- 
government. 

Guided by the lofty principles which give all peoples the inalienable 
right to full freedom from colonial oppression, to national self-determi- 
nation and national sovereignty, the Government and the people of the 
German Democratic Republic have always supported the liberation 
struggle of every people under colonial rule and have applauded every 
victory over colonialism and the emergence of every new independent 
state in Asia, Africa and Latin America. Whenever dangerous situations 
were created by the colonial powers, the Government and the people 
of the GDR have always unreservedly sided with the colonial peoples 
fighting for their freedom and have come out in favour of these peoples’ 
national interests. 

The Government and the people of the German Democratic Republic have 
rendered every possible support to the antiimperialist liberation struggle 
waged by the peoples of Vietnam and Algeria. They did not hesitate to 
take sides with the Egyptian people when the imperialists wanted to 
restore the colonial regime over the Suez Canal by armed force. They 
welcomed India’s resolute steps to terminate the Portuguese colonial 
regime in Goa, Daman and Diu. They stood by the side of the Con- 
golese people when the latter’s independence and unity was in jeo- 
pardy. They supported the just struggle for the reunification of West 
Irian, hitherto under colonial rule, with the Republic of Indonesia. They 
fully backed the demand for full independence raised by the people of 
the part of Guiana oppressed by British imperialism. 

The Government of the German Democratic Republic strongly con- 
demns the inhuman policy of racialism which goes hand in hand with 
imperialism and colonialism. The German Democratic Republic has 
repeatedly come out against the detestable regime of apartheid and 
fascist racial policy in the Republic of South Africa. 

The Minister of Foreign and Inter-German Trade of the German Dem- 
ocratic Republic has directed all foreign trade authorities of the German 
Democratic Republic not to do any trade with firms or other institu- 
tions of the Republic of South Africa. Taking this measure, the German 
Democratic Republic is fully in line with the decisions adopted at the 
Conference of the Heads of State and Government of the thirty-two 
African countries held in Addis Ababa in May 1963. 

The German Democratic Republic publicly has condemned the colonial 
terror unleashed by Portugal and its allies against the people of Angola 
and Mozambique at the United Nations and elsewhere and has firmly 
taken sides with the fighting patriots in these countries. 

In a letter of Foreign Minister Dr Lothar Bolz to Mr Mongi Slim, 
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President of the XVI session of the United Nations General Assembly, 
dated 19 January 1962 (A 5089), the German Democratic Republic 
strongly advocated the fulfilment of Resolution 1514/XV and pledged 
continual solidarity and assistance to the oppressed peoples, including 
the peoples of Angola and Mozambique. 


The Government of the German Democratic Republic declares that the 
continued existence of colonialism and neo-colonialism {s entirely 
incompatible with the policy of peaceful coexistence, the nations’ right 
to self-determination and sovereignty, with equal rights for all peoples 
and respect for human rights. The full and ultimate liberation of the 
peoples under colonial rule is a historical necessity; the eradication of 
colonialism in all its forms is an urgent task that cannot be postponed. 
The Government of the German Democratic Republic once again raises 
its voice in favour of immediate and strict compliance with the Declara- 
ration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peo- 
ples. It extends its full support and solidarity to all peoples still suffer- 
ing under the regime of colonialism, and pledges its unreserved support 
to the colonial peoples who have risen in revolt against colonialist 
domination. 

The Government of the German Democratic Republic expresses the hope 
that the XVIII session of the United Nations General Assembly will 
adopt resolute measures for the immediate and complete eradication 
of the colonial system, and reaffirms its preparedness to do everything 
in its power to help attain this noble and humanitarian goal. 


Foreign Affairs Bulletin, No. 3, 19 December 1963, pp. 251/252. 
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From a telegram supporting the Convention on the Elimi- 
nation of All Forms of Racial Discrimination, addressed by 
the Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs of the GDR, Georg 
Stibi, to the President of the XX session of the UN Com- 
mission on Human Rights, Enrique Ponce y Carbo 


26 February 1964 


The Government of the German Democratic Republic observes with 
interest the work of the Commission on Human Rights to draft a Con- 
vention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination. 

The Government of the German Democratic Republic considers it its 
duty towards the nation and world opinion to set. out its views about 
this important matter because all over Europe the terrible policy of 
racial discrimination and racial persecution practised by the Nazi 
regime took a terrible toll, claiming the lives of millions of people. 

The German Democratic Republic has drawn the necessary conclusions 
from this bitter experience and has completely uprooted racial ideology 
and racial discrimination at all levels of government and social life, in 
legislation, in education, in the economy and in culture. Any manifesta- 
tion of racial hatred and hateful propaganda against other peoples is 
prohibited by law and makes the offender liable to punishment in the 
German Democratic Republic. Anybody who has become guilty of such 
crimes may neither hold public office nor be employed in senior posi- 
tions in the social or cultural field in the GDR. 


The German Democratic Republic also welcomes the inclusion of 
Article X in the draft convention, obliging all states to report regularly 
on the measures taken with a view to eliminating racial discrimination. 
In addition, the Government of the German Democratic Republic deems 
it advisable to include in the convention a recommendation that its 
observance be ensured by relevant penal provisions on the part of the 
signatory states. 

The Government of the German Democratic Republic views the draft 
convention now under debate as an essential contribution to the safe- 
guarding of peace and to understanding among natioris and considers 
that all states should therefore help towards its implementation. 
According to the principle of universal representation this convention, 
like the Moscow partial nuclear test ban treaty should therefore be 
open for signature to all states without distinction. A universally 
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effective convention against all forms of racial discrimination will be an 
essential part of the international legal system for peaceful and friendly 
cooperation among all states and peoples. 


Foreign Affairs Bulletin, No. 7,7 March 1964, p. 52. 


From a statement by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the 
GDR on the First Cairo Conference of African Heads of 
State and Government 


9 July 1964 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the German Democratic Republic 
regards the Conference of African Heads of State and Government in 
Cairo as a political event that has implications not only for the African 
peoples but for the world at large. Already at their Conference held in 
Addis Ababa in May 1963, the African states adopted constructive 
resolutions and steps which rendered a great progress and constituted 
a significant contribution to African unity. 

The German Democratic Republic is linked with the African peoples 
by bonds of friendship. In the most trying days of their anti-imperialist 
struggle of liberation it always stood by their side, offering them aid, 
political and material, in line with its possibilities. For instance, it sided 
consistently with the Egyptian people in repelling imperialist aggres- 
sion in 1956. The German Democratic Republic aided the Algerian 
people as best it can and is now helping the people of Angola and other 
African peoples in their struggle for freedom and independence. 
Equally, the German Democratic Republic hat supported the struggle 
of South African patriots against the fascist Verwoerd regime as well 
as the measures of boycott agreed upon by the African Heads of State 
and Government at Addis Ababa in 1963. Immediately after these reso- 
lutions were made known the German Democratic Republic decided, for 
its part, to boycott South African goods and to stop trading and coop- 
erating in other ways with the Republic of South Africa. The Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs of the German Democratic Republic deems it neces- 
sary to place on record with the participants in the Cairo Conference 
that all measures of boycott the Government of the German Dem- 
ocratic Republic has initiated against the Republic of South Africa are 
being scrupulously carried out. 
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By contrast, the West German Federal Republic has disregarded the 
resolutions of the Organization of African Unity and has continually 
expanded its political, economic and military collaboration with the 
Republic of South Africa. West Germany’s cooperation with that coun- 
try goes beyond that with any other African state both in variety and 
scope. The policy of the German Democratic Republic towards the 
African states associated in the Organization of African Unity is gov- 
erned by the same principles as the African states apply to their foreign 
policy: the principles of peaceful coexistence. It is therefore logical that 
the points of view of the German Democratic Republic and the African 
states in respect to important current international questions should be 
coincident or close to one another. 

This is particularly true of: 

— their stand for the maintenance and consolidation of world peace; 
— general and complete disarmament; 

— the non-dissemination of nuclear weapons; 

— the cessation of nuclear weapons tests; 

— the creation of denuclearized zones; 

— the consolidation of international détente; 

— the fight against colonialism, neo-colonialism and fascism; 

— respect for and safeguarding of the right to self-determination; 

— the development of relations with other states on the basis of respect 
for sovereignty, equality, non-interference and mutual advantage. 
The German Democratic Republic has spared no effort to bring these 
essential problems closer to a solution and to reduce tension at least on 
German soil, between the two German states, and to safeguard peace 
in this part of the world. For this purpose, it has submitted more 
than 150 proposals for an understanding to the West German Federal 
Republic. The implementation of these proposals would lead to a sub- 
stantial easing of tensions in Europe, and this in turn would have 
favourable effects on the international situation as a whole and on the 

solution of the problems the African continent is facing. 


The German Democratic Republic which has much understanding for 
the African peoples’ striving for anti-imperialist unity and because of 
its own anti-imperialist struggle does its utmost to support these 
efforts, considers that all states, including those associated in the Organ- 
ization of African Unity, could contribute significantly to the peaceful 
settlement of the German issue by taking into account the realities on 
German soil and establishing relations with both German states on an 
equal footing. 

Entering into equal, normal relations with both German states would 
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greatly encourage the process of creating a unified peace-loving Ger- 
many and would exclude any misinterpretation of the attitude adopted 
so far. Such a position would also be in keeping with the policy of 
neutrality which the African member states of the OAU have declared 
to be a basic principle of their foreign policy. 

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the German Democratic Republic 
is convinced that the Cairo Conference of the Heads of State and Gov- 
ernment of the African states belonging to the Organization of African 
Unity will make a fresh contribution to the cause of peace, to establish- 
ing African unity, and to the struggle against colonialism, neo-colonial- 
ism and racial discrimination. 

The German Democratic Republic support all efforts to advance on the 
way to African unity along anti-imperialist lines. 

As a true and devoted friend of the African peoples the German Dem- 
ocratic Republic will continue to do everything possible to support their 
hard struggle. The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the German Dem- 
ocratic Republic expresses its confidence that the cooperation between 
the German Democratic Republic and the African states will develop 
successfully, on an equal footing and in their mutual interest and that 
it will serve the well-being of our peoples. 


Foreign Affairs Bulletin, No. 22, 8 August 1964, pp. 178, 180. 


From the memorandum addressed by the Government of 
the GDR to the participants in the Second Conference of 
Heads of State and Government of Non-Aligned States in 
Cairo 


4 September 1964 


The Government of the German Democratic Republic considers the 
Second Conference of Non-Aligned States in Cairo to be very important. 
It is convinced that this conference—in view of the growing role 
of the non-aligned states in world affairs—will make a significant 
contribution to peace and international understanding. It notes with 
satisfaction that there exists a concordance of interpretation between 
it and the non-aligned states regarding the fundamental international 
questions of the present day mentioned in the conference’s agenda. 
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I. 


The German Democratic Republic, which regards the participation 
of non-aligned nations in the 18-member Disarmament Committee of 
the UN with satisfaction, is following with interest the efforts being 
made by states to attain a reduction in military budgets. It proposes 
that—as a contribution to this—both German states should substan- 
tially reduce their military expenditures and make available part of the 
funds thus saved to the independent states of Asia, Africa and Latin 
America in the form of disinterested aid. 

The GDR defends the principles of the UN Charter and actively 
supports peaceful coexistence between states with different social 
systems. She is interested in comprehensive economic, political and 
cultural cooperation with other states and desires to have normal rela- 
tions with all states on the basis of mutual respect for sovereignty and 
territorial integrity, equal rights, non-intervention in internal affairs and 
mutual advantage. 


II. 

The German Democratic Republic is in solidarity with the peoples 
of Asia, Africa and Latin America in their struggle against the 
shameful imperialist colonial system and with their striving for political 
and economic independence. It demands the prompt and final imple- 
mentation of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to 
Colonial countries and Peoples of 14 December 1960 and in particular 
opposes the colonial rule of Portugal in Angola and Mozambique, as 
well as that of Great Britain in Guiana. It condemns in the sharpest 
terms all racial discrimination, but above all the shameful apartheid 
policy of the South African Verwoerd regime. In concord with the 
international decisions on the trade boycott of the Republic of South 
Africa, the Foreign Trade Minister of the GDR directed all foreign 
trade organs as early as June 1963 to cease all forms of trade with. 
South Africa. 

In contrast with this, the Federal Republic of Germany not only 
ignores the embargo measures but is even strengthening economic 
relations still more with South Africa. West Germany’s investments in 
the Republic of South Africa exceed one thousand million marks. In 
1963 her trade with South Africa reached a record height of 
1,203,000 million marks and is several times more than West Ger- 
many’s trade with any other African country. Thus, for example West 
Germany’s total trade with the North African states of the UAR, Libya, 
Tunisia, Algeria and Morocco, and the West African states of Senegal, 
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Mali and the Ivory Coast, comes to less than West German—South 
African trade. 

The German Democratic Republic is developing relations with the 
African, Asian and Latin American states with the aim of supporting 
these states to the best of its ability in the consolidation of their 
political and economic independence. It stands firmly at the side of 
the patriots of all countries who are fighting for their national independ- 
ence. 

The German Democratic Republic fully shares the view of many 
non-aligned countries that international trade must be developed on 
the basis of equal rights and mutual advantage and must be free from 
any kind of discrimination. It attaches great importance to its trade 
with the African, Asian and Latin American countries, which has grown 
by 260 per cent between 1955 and 1963 and is expected to triple over 
the next few years. The German Democratic Republic does all it can 
to promote the economic progress of its partners. It buys from them 
not only traditional agricultural and forest produce and industrials, 
but also to an increasing extent semi-finished and manufactured goods. 
In future there will be increasing sales opportunities as a result of 
the rapid economic development of the GDR. 

The German Democratic Republic is interested in developing its trade 
relations on the basis of long-term agreements, as these correspond 
to its system of economic planning and are best suited to promote 
mutual advantage in goods exchange. 


German text in: Dokumente zur Aussenpolitik der Deutschen Demokratischen 
Republik, vol. XII, Berlin 1966, pp. 592, 593—595. 


From a speech given by the Minister of Foreign Affairs of 
the GDR, Dr Lothar Bolz, before the People’s Chamber of 
the GDR 


5 December 1964 


The progressive changes that have taken place in the national and 
international balance of forces in favour of peace and socialism have 
given us a new status internationally. 
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We represent the national interests of the whole of the German 
people, the foremost of these being that no war or threat of war should 
ever again emanate from German soil. This requires the renunciation 
of revanchism and neo-colonialism, of rearmament, and particularly of 
nuclear weapons. Anyone who takes a different line is acting against 
peace and against the unification of the nation. 


Our Republic maintains friendly relations with numerous states in 
Asia, Africa and Latin America. These countries are occupying an 
increasingly important position in international relations; their 
positive influence on the solution of international problems is growing. 
The attainment of economic independence is moving more and more into 
the focus of their antiimperialist struggle. Economic questions are in- 
creasingly becoming the central feature of all their domestic and foreign 
policy. 

A highly complex process in which economic patterns typical of colonial 
and feudo-capitalist systems are replaced by independent and efficient 
national economies is taking place in the countries of Asia and Africa. 
It is marked by a growing trend towards a non-capitalist path of 
development. There are, of course, great differences as regards depth 
and scope. The basis external condition for it is the existence of the 
socialist states; and economic cooperation with the socialist countries is 
understandably gaining more and more significance. 

The majority of states that have not joined a pact or alliance pursue 
a policy of peace and peaceful coexistence, of disarmament and detente, 
and see the possibility for peaceful development in what has become 
known as non-alignment. Their international role grows as they con- 
solidate internally. Their anti-imperialist policy is strengthening the 
forces of peace. The progressive policy of the non-aligned states was 
apparent once again at the Second Conference of their Heads of State and 
Government. in Cairo. The Government of the German Democratic 
Republic has expressed its views on this significant international event 
in a lengthy policy statement so that I can limit myself here to a few 
remarks. 

The Cairo Conference was anti-imperialist in character and significant 
for strengthening peace and gaining acceptance for peaceful coexistence, 
for the struggle against imperialism, colonialism and neo-colonialism 
and for speeding up the economic and social progress of the people in 
the countries involved. 

The Cairo Conference has furnished fresh proof that in their internation- 
al relations the non-aligned states take for granted the existence of two 
German states, that they regard the settlement of the German question 
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as the affair of the two German states and that they support negotia- 
tions between them to bring about unification. On basic international 
issues, their attitude is identical with, or similar to, the policy of the 
German Democratic Republic whereas the drive of the Federal Republic 
for atomic arms and the aggravation of tensions, its support for racism, 
colonialism and neo-colonialism, and its policy on many other questions 
call forth increasing opposition on their part and are being ever more 
openly condemned. 

Agreement on basic issues of international policy and on the German 
question leaves the field wide open developing our friendly relations 
with the non-aligned countries more fully in a systematic manner. 
Many recent steps and measures have been conducive to the expansion 
of relations and closer cooperation with a number of non-aligned states 
in Asia and Africa. 


We are convinced that our relations with the states of Asia, Africa and 
Latin America will be further strengthened and expanded. 


Foreign Affairs Bulletin, No. 34, 10 December 1964, pp. 277, 283/284. 


Statement on the implementation of the UN Declaration on 
the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and 
Peoples, addressed by the GDR Government to the XIX ses- 
sion of the UN General. Assembly 


29 January 1965 


The Government: of the German Democratic Republic welcomes the 
fact that the XIX General Assembly of the United Nations will again 
discuss ways to implement the Declaration on the Granting of Inde- 
pendence to Colonial Countries and Peoples and to overcome the policy 
of apartheid practised by the Government of the Republic of South 
Africa. 

The Government of the German Democratic Republic resolutely con- 
demns all forms of colonialism, neo-colonialism and fascist racial 
policy. 
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The Government of the German Democratic Republic has always 
actively supported the relevant decisions of the United Nations and 
has contributed to their implementation. Already in its Statement to 
the XVIII session of the General Assembly it emphatically stressed 
“that the continued existence of colonialism and neo-colonialism is 
entirely incompatible with the policy of peaceful coexistence, the 
nations’ right to self-determination and sovereignty, with equal rights 
for all peoples and respect for human rights”. Last year the Government 
of the German Democratic Republic made its views known on numerous 
resolutions of the United Nations. The Government of the German 
Democratic Republic, in a telegram by its Minister of Foreign Affairs 
notified the Chairman of the United Nations Special Committee on 
Apartheid, Diallo Telli, that it has issued blanket instructions banning 
all trade with firms or other institutions of the Republic of South Africa 
(Doc. A/AC 115/123). 

In a statement made on 19 December 1963 the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs of the German Democratic Republic set out its views about the 
4 December 1963 resolution of the Security Council expressing its full 
agreement with that resolution (A/AC 115/L 69). 

The Chairman of the Council of State of the German Democratic 
Republic, Walter Ulbricht, in a telegram sent to the anti-apartheid 
movement in Great Britain on 10 April 1964, condemned the apartheid 
policy of South Africa as a form of racism. 

A compilation of facts and figures pertaining to the decision of the 
Committee on the Portuguese colonial territories (A/AC 109/90) has 
been submitted to the Chairman of the 24-Nation Committee, 
Mr Coulibaly. It provides evidence that the West German Federal 
Republic has a share in their exploitation. 

On 15 September 1964 the Afro-Asian Solidarity Committee of the 
German Democratic Republic released a Memorandum on Military and 
Nuclear Cooperation between the West German Federal Republic and 
the Republic of South Africa. In presenting this Memorandum to the 
public the German Democratic Republic renders solidarity and support 
to the peoples of Africa and, at the same time, contributes to im- 
plementing the resolutions of the United Nations. 

The Government of the German Democratic Republic feels obliged, 
however, to point out that the Declaration on the Granting of 
Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples still has not been 
implemented, that there are still peoples suffering under the yoke 
of colonialism and that racial hatred and racial discrimination have 
not yet been overcome. Therefore, it would like to see the XIX session 
of the UN General Assembly adopt resolutions aimed at ending colonial- 
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ism. in 1965. It is only with the support of the NATO powers that 
Portugal is able to continue its colonial terror, that the Republic of 
South Africa is able to continue is policy of apartheid. The events in 
South Vietnam, Congo and Cyprus are evidence that the imperialist 
powers will not shrink from armed intervention in the internal affairs 
of other states and from threats of force in order to prevent the peoples 
from exercising their right to self-determination. 

The Government of the German Democratic Republic holds that the 
peoples’ right to free themselves from all imperialist oppression is an 
integral part of their right to self-determination. Claiming this right 
for the German people, the Government of the German Democratic 
Republic fully supports the exercise of this right by all other peoples. 
The Government of the German Democratic Republic vigorously con- 
demns the policy of the colonial powers which is directed against the 
resolutions of the United Nations aimed at the dismantling of the 
imperialist colonial system. It equally condemns the collusion of the 
West German Federal Republic with the colonial powers and its neo- 
colonialist policy of preventing independent states of Asia, Africa and 
Latin America by means of economic pressure, from exercising their 
sovereign rights. 

The West German Federal Republic, which poses as a defender of 
the right to self-determination, in fact does everything possible in 
order to prevent the liberation of the oppressed peoples. 

It disregards the resolutions of the United Nations on the elimination 
of colonialism and the struggle against the apartheid policy of the 
Republic of South Africa. On 19 December 1963 the West German 
Government maintained that the practice so far pursued by the Federal 
Republic was in conformity with the substance of Resolution S/5471 
and that there was consequently no need for new measures to be taken 
in respect of this resolution. 

But the plain fact is that close military cooperation has developed be- 
tween the West German Federal Republic and South Africa. The two 
states are working to turn the territory of the Republic of South Africa 
into a military stronghold from which large areas of Africa can be 
subjected to pressure and military threats. Their main objective is 
to develop nuclear weapons, missiles and chemical weapons of their 
own. For this purpose, a pilot plant for the experimental production 
of fissile material has already been established. The first nuclear reactor 
is nearing completion. 

The Government of the German Democratic Republic considers it its 
international duty to draw attention to the danger which such con- 
centration of military power in the hands of the ruling circles of 
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South Africa poses to the preservation of peace and to the liberation 
of the peoples on the African continent. 

There is also close cooperation between the West German Federal 
Republic and Portugal. Especially since last year West German 
companies have intensified their activities in Portugal’s colonies with 
the support of the West German Government and have begun to build 
arms factories in Portugal. In 1962 the West German Government 
granted Portugal a credit to the tune of 150 million marks through the 
Kreditanstalt fiir Wiederaufbau. 

The West German companies take a special interest in the exploitation 
of Angola’s raw material resources. The Krupp group is systematically 
stepping up the mining of iron ores. The 1,100 West German residents 
in Angola—after the Portuguese the second largest group of foreigners 
—share in the colonial exploitation of the Angolan people, at the 
same time supporting the Portuguese colonial regime. 

This policy of the West German Federal Republic runs counter to the 
resolution adopted by the Conference of Heads of State and Government 
of the member states of the Organization of African Unity in July 1964, 
which declares Africa to be a denuclearized zone, and the demands 
raised at the Conference of the Heads of State and Government of 
Non-Aligned Countries in Cairo between 5 and 10 October 1964. The 
Government of the German Democratic Republic believes it is its 
duty to draw once again the attention of the General Assembly of the 
United Nations Organization to the infringements of the right to self- 
determination and national independence by the West German Federal 
Republic. 

The Government of the German Democratic Republic declares that it 
will continue to pay close attention to the just struggle of the peoples 
for their freedom and national self-determination and that it will 
continue to act in line with the relevant resolutions of the UN General 
Assembly and the Security Council, in particular with the principles 
set out in Resolution 1514/XV. 


Foreign Affairs Bulletin, No. 5, 18 February 1965, pp. 37/38. 
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From a statement by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs to 
mark the 10th anniversary of the Bandung Conference 


24 April 1965* 


Ten years ago, from 18 to 24 April 1955, representatives of 29 Asian 
and African countries assembled in Bandung in order to deliberate on 
the tasks to be undertaken for the liberation of the nations from colo- 
nialism and the consolidation of world peace. 

The principles adopted at this conference were of outstanding inter- 
national importance. The Bandung Conference greatly inspired the 
national liberation struggle of the peoples. Since the Bandung Confer- 
ence more than forty countries achieved national independence. 

Today, these nations, freed from colonialism, constitute an essential 
factor for safeguarding world peace, for the struggle to attain self-deter- 
mination, peaceful coexistence, and disarmament. They play an increas- 
ingly important role in international affairs. 

Faithful to the principles of its peace-loving and socialist foreign policy, 
the GDR has always consistently supported the anti-colonialist and anti- 
imperialist struggle of the nations. We have not only welcomed the 
results of the Bandung Conference but have also done all in our 
power to assist the Afro-Asian countries in consolidating political 
independence and achieving economic independence. In its relations 
to these countries, the GDR is guided by the principles of equality, 
non-interference, and mutual benefit. 

The GDR has completely broken with German imperialist foreign 
policy. Whenever imperialists threatened the freedom and independence 
of any of the African or Asian countries, the GDR has proved a faithful 
friend. We have supported the just struggle of the peoples of Indonesia 
for the liberation of West Irian, Egypt’s defence against the imperialist 
Suez aggression and Algeria’s fight for independence. We proclaimed 
our solidarity with the just struggle waged by the people of South 
Vietnam, in the Congo (Leopoldville), in Cyprus and elsewhere against 
imperialism and imperialist aggression. We are in favour of national in- 
dependence, respect the right to self-determination of these nations, and 
render them material assistance. 

The GDR demands that UN resolution No. 1514/XV granting inde- 
pendence to colonies and colonial peoples be carried out without delay. 
We are strongly opposed to the racist policy pursued by the Verwoerd 
Government, all trade relations with South Africa having been severed 
in 1963. 
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The GDR considers support for a national liberation movement to be 
a humanitarian dictate of international law. The people of the GDR 
have asserted their right to self-determination just as the overwhelm- 
ing majority of Afro-Asian nations by abolishing imperialism on their 
territory. 

The GDR Ministry of Foreign Affairs is pleased to note that since the 
Bandung Conference friendly relations have been established between 
the GDR and many African and Asian countries. These relations are 
firmly rooted in their common struggle for peace, against imperialism 
and neo-colonialism. ... 

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the GDR considers that cooperation 
between all anti-imperialist forces is a more pressing issue than ever. 
The imperialists are attempting to aggravate the international situation 
and to create new hotbeds of conflict. US aggression against the 
Democratic Republic of Vietnam poses a grave threat to peace well 
beyond South East Asia and may have serious consequences for world 
peace if not stopped. 

The imperialist policy of interference in the affairs of the Republic 
of Congo (Leopoldville) and the support given to the Congolese stooges 
are creating a dangerous situation in the heart of Africa, endangering 
the security of the nations of Africa. 

All this emphasizes the necessity for the peace-loving nations and 
countries to do all they can in order to stop imperialist aggression. 

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the GDR is convinced that the 
people in the African and Asian countries will continue to achieve 
successes in the peaceful development of their countries. It is certain 
that the peoples still oppressed by imperialism will also liberate them- 
selves. 

The GDR will continue to support the struggle of the Afro-Asian 
nations against imperialism, colonialism, and neo-colonialism and do 
all in its power to preserve and maintain world peace together with 
all peace-loving nations and countries. 


Foreign Affairs Bulletin, No. 12, 30 April 1965, pp. 89/90. 


106 


Message of greetings from the Chairman of the GDR Council 
of State, Walter Ulbricht, to the Chairman of the Third 
Conference of Heads of State and Heads of Government of 
African States in Accra 


30 October 1965 


The German Democratic Republic regards the creation of the Organiza- 
tion of African Unity as an important step in the struggle for the 
final liberation of the African continent from colonialism and neo- 
colonialism and for the attainment of African unity. 

The German Democratic Republic wholeheartedly supports the imme- 
diate elimination of colonialism in all its forms. It stands firmly at 
the side of all peoples fighting for their right to self-determination, 
against imperialist exploitation and oppression. 

I can assure your Excellencies that the Council of State, the Govern- 
ment and the population of the German Democratic Republic resolutely 
condemn the policy of racial discrimination practised by the Republic 
of South Africa as well as the cooperation of the imperialist states with 
the colonial power Portugal and with South Africa. 

The German Democratic Republic feels closely associated with the 
strivings of the African peoples for the maintenance of world peace 
and especially welcomes their demand for the removal of all foreign 
military bases and for the formation of a nuclear-free zone in Africa. 
The common struggle for general and complete disarmament, for the 
dismantling of military bases on foreign territory, for the creation of 
nuclear-free zones and for the non-proliferation of nuclear weapons 
corresponds to the vital interests of all peace-loving peoples in the 
world. In the struggle for these aims the German Democratic Republic 
feels closely bound up with the African states. 


German text in: Aussenpolitische Korrespondenz, No. 43, 30 October 1965, 
p. 338. 
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From the address of the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the 
GDR, Otto Winzer, to the session of the Presidium of the 
United Nations League in the GDR commemorating the 
20th anniversary of the founding of the United Nations 


12 November 1965 


In the German Democratic Republic the 20th anniversary of the found- 
ing of the United Nations Organization is commemorated as an impor- 
tant event in the worldwide struggle of the peoples for the guaranteeing 
of their security and the maintenance of international peace. When the 
Charter of the United Nations came into force on 24 October 1945, this 
representend a victory for common sense, an impressive manifestation 
of the will of the peoples to continue after the end of the hostilities of 
the Second World War the cooperation between their states, which had 
been tried and tested in the struggle against German fascism, and to 
develop it further in the service of peace. 

With the founding of the United Nations Organization there arose for 
the first time a comprehensive international organization which in its 
Charter laid down qualitatively new principles and norms for the 
common struggle of the peoples to secure peace and develop interna- 
tional cooperation based on equal rights. In the Charter of the United 
Nations peace was proclaimed in a comprehensive way, binding in 
international law, to be the highest principle in the relations between 
states. The Charter represented the new, generally recognized inter- 
national law, the international law of peaceful coexistence between 
states with different political systems. 


The Charter of the United Nations is therefore directed against impe- 
rialist oppression and arbitrariness and embodies the right of peoples 
to liberate themselves from colonial and national oppression and to be 
masters of their own destiny. Today the overwhelming majority of 
Afro-Asian peoples have freed themselves from imperialist colonial 
rule and wrested political independence for themselves. ... 

The German Democratic Republic honestly supports the struggle for the 
final removal the remnants for the imperialist colonial system. The 
common struggle of the socialist states and the countries liberated from 
colonialism has caused the United Nations to issue the Declaration of 
the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples. At 
the present session of the UN General Assembly the Soviet Union has 
taken a new important initiative with its proposal to discuss a declara- 
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tion on the impermissibility of interfering in the internal affairs of 
states and on the protection of their independence and sovereignty. 
The implementation of this proposal would help to protect the states 
of Asia, Africa and Latin America from imperialist onslaughts. 


In this connection there is a highly topical problem that must be gone 
into. 

Against the declared will of the African population of Rhodesia and 
in contempt of the decisions of the United Nations and the Organization 
of African Unity, the Rhodesian racist regime carried out its long- 
planned coup on 11 November 1965. The Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
of the German Democratic Republic as early as 14 October 1965 pointed 
out in a statement the dangers that would arise from a so-called 
“declaration of independence”. It is our view that it is a radical con- 
tradiction of the letter and spirit of the UN Charter when a small white 
minority forces a racist terror regime on the overwhelming majority of 
the African population of Rhodesia. 

In accordance with the principles of its foreign policy the German 
Democratic Republic condemns in the sharpest terms this act of the 
Rhodesian racists, which is directed against the peoples of Africa and 
international security. The German Democratic Republic will—I can 
say this here and now—refuse Smith’s racist regime all recognition. 
We support the resolutions, based on the UN Charter, adopted by the 
United Nations and the Organization of African Unity with a view to 
finding a democratic solution to the Rhodesian problem. This goes in 
particular for the Resolution of 6 November 1965, whereby the over- 
whelming majority of UN members lent emphasis to this just demand. 
We regret that the Wilson government, through its inconsistency 
towards the Rhodesian racists, objectively favoured this coup. 

As against yesterday’s statement by the Bonn government on the 
illegal act of the Smith regime, a statement intended to deceive the 
African peoples and the rest of the world, there exists an abundance of 
facts which prove that the Government of the West German Federal 
Republic has been supporting the Rhodesian racists through political, 
moral, economic and military measures for years. It is known that the 
West German government is in sympathy with the plan to create a so- 
called white bloc, i.e. an alliance between the Republic of South Africa, 
Rhodesia and Bonn’s NATO partners, the Portuguese colonial rulers. 
The German Democratic Republic considers itself duty bound to draw 
the attention of the world to this fact. 


German text in: Aussenpolitische Korrespondenz, Special number 1965, pp. 1, 
7/8. 
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From a statement by the GDR on the racialists’ coup in 
Southern Rhodesia 


13 November 1965 


In the interests of a minority of 217,000 white persons, the racialist 
government of Rhodesia has proclaimed the country’s ‘independence’, 
to thwart the efforts made by the four million strong African majority 
to bring about genuine independence which would give them an 
adequate share in the government of the country. The white settlers 
have established an illegal regime that has suspended the rule of law. 
This coup is to be the beginning of still greater oppression of the 
African population. 

The Government of the German Democratic Republic protests 
emphatically against this step of the Rhodesian racists which is in 
violation of international law and the Charter of the United Nations 
and poses a threat to international security. It will not recognize this 
regime in any form. 

Concurrently, the Government of the German Democratic Republic 
assures the African population of Rhodesia, which is fighting for a 
democratic settlement of the Rhodesian issue on the basis of self- 
determination, of the unqualified sympathy and solidarity of the 
people in the German Democratic Republic. 

The Government of the German Democratic Republic regrets the 
inconsistency of the Government of the United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Northern Ireland in not having tried to check the Rhodesian 
racialists by all the means at their disposal nor being disposed to do 
so now. It seems as though the coup of Rhodesia’s racialist politicians 
has been a step towards establishing a ‘racialist bloc’ in Southern 
Africa to consist of the South African Republic, the rebel regime in 
Rhodesia and the Portuguese colonies of Mozambique and Angola, its 
purpose being to perpetuate colonial rule. It is small wonder that the 
West German government has for some considerable time rendered 
extensive political, economic and military assistance to the Smith 
regime. 

The German Democratic Republic will continue to adhere to the resolu- 
tions adopted by the United Nations Organization and the Organization 
of African Unity for a settlement of the Rhodesian issue meeting the 
interests of the overwhelming majority of the African population in 
Rhodesia and based on their right of self-determination. 


Foreign Affairs Bulletin, \No. 33, 29 November 1965, pp. 257/258. 
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Statement by the Government of the GDR on the imple- 
mentation of the UN Declaration on the Granting of Inde- 
pendence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, addressed to 
the XX session of the UN General Assembly 


17 November 1965 


In December 1965 it will be 5 years since the Declaration on the 
Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples was 
adopted by the XV session of the United Nations General Assembly. 
The Government of the German Democretic Republic avails itself of 
the opportunity provided by the renewed discussion of the implementa- 
tion of this Declaration at the XX sessidn of the UN General Assembly 
to outline once again its position on the questions raised. At the same 
time, it recalls its statements transmitted earlier to the XVIII and 
XIX sessions of the General Assembly on the same item of the agenda. 
In its statement to the XIX session of the General Assembly the Govern- 
ment of the German Democratic Republic emphasized its preparedness 
to contribute to the best of its abilities to the implementation of United 
Nations resolutions providing for the elimination of all forms of 
colonialism and neo-colonialism. 

The Government of the German Democratic Republic declares once 
again that it supports with all the means at its disposal the struggle 
against all forms of colonialism, neo-colonialism and racism. It ex- 
presses the firm conviction that the complete and definitive implementa- 
tion of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial 
Countries and Peoples does not permit of any further delay. 

The German Democratic Republic strongly condemns all attempts by 
the forces of colonialism and neo-colonialism to undermine the national 
unity, sovereignty and independent economic development of the Afri- 
can, Asian and Latin-American states by means of political, economic 
and military pressure. 

The Government of the German Democratic Republic has followed 
with great attention the activities of the 24-nation Special Committee 
charged with reviewing the progress made in implementing the UN 
Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and 
Peoples. It has been noted with satisfaction by the GDR that sessions 
of this Committee have been held in African capitals for the first time 
this year, a fact conducive to close cooperation between the Committee 
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and representatives of the liberation movements as well as representa- 
tives of the Organization of African Unity. 
The Government of the German Democratic Republic fully shares the 
view of the Committee that the struggle for freedom and independence 
waged by the oppressed peoples is a just one and that all states should 
provide moral and material support for this struggle (Doc. A/AC 109/124 
of 10 June 1965). It is in agreement with the Committee resolution 
expressly condemning the colonial policy of NATO and its major 
powers, including the West German Federal Republic. 
The Government of the German Democratic Republic welcome the 
efforts of the Committee to give more room in its studies to the funda- 
mental questions of colonialism and neo-colonialism. The discussion of 
such subjects as 
— military support extended to the colonial powers by NATO and its 
member countries; 
— economic and financial support given to Portugal by NATO states; 
— participation of foreign monopolies in exploiting the African people, 
which was begun at this year’s sessions in Africa, will help expose the 
real aims of imperialist colonial policy. 
The Government of the German Democratic Republic declares its 
radiness to support to the best of its abilities the 24-nation Committee 
in implementating its foremost task—he complete eradication of the 
imperialist colonial system. 
The Government of the German Democratic Republic considers the 
right to self-determination to be, above all, a right to freedom from any 
form of imperialist oppression and dependence, a principle of interna- 
tional law that applies to all nations. The colonial and neo-colonialist 
policies of imperialist powers, however, prevent the exercise of the right 
to self-determination and are incompatible with both the principles of 
peaceful coexistence fixed in the United Nations Charter and the resolu- 
tions of the United Nations, especially the Declaration mentioned 
above. 
The Government of the German Democratic Republic demands that the 
African territories still under Portuguese domination be granted the 
right to self-determination, and declares its solidarity with the libera- 
tion movements in Angola, Mozambique, so-called Portuguese Guinea 
and other territories. It strongly condemns the financial and military 
support which the colonial power of Portugal receives from the Go- 
vernment of the West German Federal Republic. The Portuguese 
Government has placed at the disposal of the West German Federal 
Republic the military base of Beja, with:Portugal receiving in return 
a credit to the tune of 150 million dollars. Moreover, the West German 
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Federal Republic supplies Portugal with military equipment, missile- 
carrying aircraft and trucks for use in tropical regions. They are 
used against the liberation movement in Africa. 

The Government of the German Democratic Republic has broken off 
all relations with the Republic of South Africa and most sharply con- 
demns the policy of racial discrimination pursued by that state towards 
the African population. It demands that the African population be 
placed on an equal political, economic and social footing with the other 
sections of the country’s population. With equal determination the 
government of the German Democratic Republic supports the demand 
to grant the African population in Southern Rhodesia all basic political 
and economic freedoms and to grant independence to Zimbabwe, in 
accordance with the interests of that country’s African population. 
With growing concern the Government of the German Democratic 
Republic has taken note of the support given by the Government 
of the West German Federal Republic to the formation of a racist bloc 
to consist of the Republic of South Africa, Southern Rhodesia and 
the territories under Portuguese occupation, the purpose being to main- 
tain colonialism and racism in these territories and to create a bastion 
against the liberation movement in the whole of Africa. 

In adopting this attitude the German Democratic Republic is in agree- 
ment with the spokesman of member states of the 24-nation Committee 
and of national liberation movements which strongly condemn the West 
German government for the support it has been giving to the colonial 
regimes in Southern Rhodesia, South Africa, Mozambique and Angola. 
Particularly great indignation has been aroused by the fact that in 
South Africa with West German aid, missile sites and testing grounds 
for new weapons are being laid out, that West German military adivisers 
are sent to Southern Rhodesia, that considerable funds are made 
available to the colonial power of Portugal, and that economic and 
military relations between the West German Federal Republic and 
South Africa are continuously being expanded. The Government of 
the German Democratic Republic holds comprehensive evidence prov- 
ing that the two governments cooperate closely in the nuclear field as 
well. 

The German Democratic Republic vigorously condemns the aggressive 
intervention of the USA in Vietnam and the express approval given 
to this policy by the Government of the West German Federal Republic. 
Since 1961 the Bonn Government has granted South Vietnam loans to 
the tune of more than 100 million marks. Moreover, the West German 
Federal Republic has set up in South Vietnam a factory manufacturing 
chemical means of warfare, among them poison gases used in operations 
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against the South Vietnamese liberation movement. The West German 
state is among the few allies of the United States to back the aggressive 
policy pursued by the USA in Vietnam by giving direct political and 
material support as well as by sending mercenaries. 

The Government of the German Democratic Republic emphatically 
condemns the policy of the Government of the West German Federal 
Republic because the latter supports all repressive and violent measures 
taken by imperialism against the peoples fighting for their independence 
and aims at reestablishing colonialism in new forms. This West German 
policy runs counter to the principles of democratic law, which calls for 
non-interference in the internal affairs of other states and respect for 
their sovereignty and territorial integrity. 

The Government of the German Democratic Republic declares that it 
respects the principles of the United Nations Charter and that it will 
always base its actions on the principles of the Declaration on the 
Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples and will 
do all in its power to secure their practical application. 


Foreign Affairs Bulletin, No. 34, 9 December 1965, pp. 267/268. 


Speech on the GDR’s relations with the countries of Asia, 
Africa and Latin America, given by the GDR Minister of 
Foreign Affairs, Otto Winzer, at a meeting of the Presiden- 
tial Committee of the GDR League of Culture’ 


18 December 1965 


The independent countries of Asia, Africa and Latin America occupy 
an important international position today. While there are considerable 
differences in social and economic structure and varying degrees of 
attachment to imperialist states they objectively play a progressive role 
during the era of transition from capitalism to socialism on a world- 
wide scale. The Joint Communiqué issued by the Soviet Union and the 
GDR therefore emphasizes that “the independent Asian, African and 
Latin American states are increasingly evolving an anti-imperialist 
policy, are opposing imperialist interference and blackmail and are mak- 


1 Source did not contain full text. 
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ing a significant contribution toward securing peace and developing 
international cooperation”. 

They are playing an important part in the struggle against imperialism, 
and the balance of forces in these parts of the world keeps changing to 
the detriment of imperialism and colonialism. 

In their struggle to achieve and consolidate political independence and 
acquire complete economic independence, a great many of these countries 
have made considerable progress, though, of course, the level achieved 
is not the same in all of them. The basic trend, however, is discernible 
everywhere. 

The very existence of these countries, born of the struggle against im- 
perialism and colonialism, shows the weakness of imperialism. Because 
of their essentially anti-imperialist policy, they are the socialist countries’ 
natural allies in their struggle for peace and peaceful coexistence. 

After achieving political independence, the social problems and the 
problem of economic reform play an increasingly decisive role in these 
countries. In trying to solve these problems, a number of African and 
Asian countries have chosen the road of non-capitalist development. The 
countries and peoples concerned consider that this qualitatively new 
stage in the revolutionary movement of national liberations offers them 
the prospect of a transition to socialism. 

At present, the imperialists have greatly increased their efforts to halt 
this development in Asia and Africa. They have stirred up trouble in 
a number of instances and increased tension all over the world. In an 
attempt to change the balance of forces in the world in their favour, the 
imperialist powers are devising ever new methods. They exploit the 
economic positions still held by them in many countries since colonial 
times, they interfere in the internal affairs of other countries by exercis- 
ing political pressure, trying to blackmail them or even resorting to 
armed intervention, in brief, they seek to stop every national, dem- 
ocratic or socialist development. 

Although these imperialist attempts are, from the historical point of 
view, doomed to failure they have nevertheless become rather dangerous, 
particularly in the more recent past. What has happened of late in many 
parts of Africa, Asia or Latin America should, therefore, be considered 
in the light of these contentions, e.g. recent events in the Congo, the 
clash between India and Pakistan, the establishment of Malaysia, US in- 
tervention in the Dominican Republic, not to speak of the United States’ 
overt aggression against Vietnam. 

In the Arab countries, the national struggle for the safeguarding of 
independence is merging with the struggle for the fufilment of the social 
demands raised by the mass of the people. This is evident from the 
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non-capitalist development taking place in the United Arab Republic, 
and from measures to change living conditions taken by other Arab 
countries, e. g. Syria. In view of changes for the better in that part of 
the world, imperialist pressure is increasing. The imperialists are trying 
to set the Arab countries at loggerheads in order to undermine their 
unity and solidarity. Developments in those countries tend to restrict 
the imperialists’ sphere of influence more and more. In recent months, 
imperialism has suffered major setbacks. 

Characteristic for the present development in Africa is the increased 
opposition of anti-imperialist forces to imperialism and its allies. Until 
1964, political independence of African countries south of the Sahara 
was, as a rule, achieved by relatively peaceful means. By contrast, the 
struggle for self-determination and political independence of the still 
oppressed peoples is now becoming increasingly difficult and complicated. 
The fact that the monopolists are desperately clinging to these remaining 
areas so vital to imperialism because they contain about fifty per cent 
of Africa’s natural resources is leading to armed risings of the liberation 
movements in such territories as Angola, Mozambique or the Congo. 
The German Democratic Republic considers the establishment of the 
Organization of African Unity an important step towards fully liberating 
the African continent and achieving African unity. 

Latin America used to be considered US imperialism’s safest sphere of 
influence. But if proof were still needed, the victorious Cuban revolution 
made it clear that this part of the globe cannot be shut off from the 
great conflicts raging in the world. The United States strongly resents 
any movement for political or economic independence in Latin American 
countries. US intervention in the Dominican Republic showed its cynical 
disregard for other countries’ right to self-determination or sovereignty 
and exposed the United States as the world’s policeman No. 1. To avoid 
a new loss of prestige the United States now uses the Organization of 
American States in trying to establish a political and military system in 
Latin America that would allow it to interfere whenever US interests 
are believed to be in jeopardy. 

It is evident that these continents are in a preliminary phase preced- 
ing sweeping democratic and social charges. The shift in the balance 
of forces in favour of the forces of peace, democracy, and independence 
cannot be stopped in that part of the world. 

GDR policy towards the independent countries of Asia, Africa and Latin 
America is based on the anti-imperialist attitude taken by these countries 
and by ourselves. We are linked together by the common aim of 
maintaining and safeguarding peace, by our efforts to achieve disarma- 
ment and non-proliferation, by our joint struggle against imperialism, 
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colonialism and racial discrimination and for the elimination of all 
remaining traces of the colonial system. We are connected by our 
common struggle for detente and cooperation based on equality among 
all nations and countries. 

On the basis of this policy, friendly relations reposing on respect for 
sovereignty of the countries in question and non-interference in their 
internal affairs, equal rights and mutual benefit are developing between 
the GDR and the countries on these continents. 


Foreign Affairs Bulletin, No. 34, 9 November 1965, pp. 267/268. 


Letter sent by the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the GDR, 
Otto Winzer, to UN Secretary-General U Thant, pertaining 
to the situation in the territories under Portuguese rule and 
to measures taken by the GDR to implement the relevant 
UN resolutions 


23 March 1966 


It is with great attention that the Government of the German Democratic 
Republic has taken note of Resolution 218 (1965) of the Security Council 
of the United Nations. With reference to item 7 of that Resolution under 
which all states are requested to report to the Secretary-General what 
measures have been taken to implement the Revolution, I have the 
honour to state the following: 

The policy of the Government of the German Democratic Republic is 
aimed at contributing to the best of its abilities to removing any form 
of colonialism and neo-colonialism and at morally and materially sup- 
porting the oppressed peoples’ struggle for freedom and independence. 
The Government of the German Democratic Republic advocates the 
granting of the right to self-determination to all still dependent ter- 
ritories. 

It considers the right to liberation from all forms of imperialist oppres- 
sion and dependence to be a principle of international law that applies 
to any nation. Of late, this position was reiterated in a statement 
addressed by the Government of the German Democratic Republic to 
the XX session of the UN General Assembly, relating to the “Imple- 
mentation of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Col- 
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onial Countries and Peoples”. Guided by this principled attitude, the 
Government of the German Democratic Republic has always strictly 
adhered to all decisions taken by the United Nations with regard to 
Portuguese colonial policy. The German Democratic Republic’s position 
differs sharply from that of the West German Federal Republic whose 
moral and material support. for Portuguese colonialism was strongly 
condemned during the debates on. the Fourth Committee of the XX ses- 
sion of the UN General Assembly. 

The German Democratic Republic maintains neither diplomatic nor 
consular relations with the Portuguese colonial regime. It does not grant 
any assistance that could be used by Portugal to oppress the peoples in 
the territories under its administration. 

It has never sold or delivered to Portugal weapons, ammunition, military 
equipment or other material for the production and maintenance of 
weapons and ammunition, nor will it in future supply the Portuguese 
colonial regime with any such objects. 

Moreover, in instructions issued by the Ministry of Foreign and Inter- 
German Trade on 5 April 1965, all foreign trade enterprises of the 
German Democratic Republic were required to ensure that no deliveries 
whatever, direct or indirect, be made by the German Democratic Re- 
public to Portuguese enterprises in the territories still under Portuguese 
colonial rule. 

I request Your Excellency to bring this letter, in accordance with Resolu- 
tion 218 (1965) of the Security Council, to the notice of all UN member 
states. 


Foreign Affairs Bulletin, No. 12, 25 April 1966, p. 102. 
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Telegram dealing with the Rhodesian issue, addressed by 
the Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs of the GDR, Georg 
Stibi, to the Chairman of the UN Special Committee on the 
Situation with Regard to the Implementation of the Decla- 
ration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Coun- 
tries and Peoples, Gershon B. O. Collier 


7 April 1966 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the German Democratic Republic 
takes advantage of the discussion of the Rhodesian issue in the 24-nation 
Committee to draw the committee’s attention to the telegram which 
Herr Otto Winzer, Minister of Foreign Affairs of the GDR, sent to His 
Excellency UN Secretary-General U Thant on 13 November 1965. In it 
the illegal coup of the racialist regime in Rhodesia has been most sharply 
denounced and the resolutions of the United Nations aimed at settling 
this problem endangering peace have been supported. 

Moreover, a statement issued by the GDR Government on the same day 
emphasizes the fact that the GDR Government refuses to recognize the 
racialist regime in Rhodesia in any form whatever, and that it does not 
maintain any relations with it. 

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs wishes to make it plain that the Gov- 
ernment of the GDR has not granted any political, economic or military 
assistance to the regime in Rhodesia in the past, nor will it do so in 
future. Thus, it is in full agreement with Resolution 217 (1965) of the 
United Nations Security Council of 20 November 1965. 

Your Excellency, I ask you to take note of the position adopted by the 
Government of the GDR and to make the content of this telegram 
known to all members of the committee whose Chairman you are. 


The German Democratic Republic and the United Nations, 1966/3, p. 26 
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Telegram dealing with the issue of South West Africa, ad- 
dressed by the Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs of the 
GDR, Georg Stibi, to the Chairman of the UN Special Com- 
mittee on the Situation with Regard to the Implementation 
of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colo- 
nial Countries and Peoples, Gershon B. O. Collier 


3 June 1966 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the German Democratic Republic 
welcomes the holding of the current session of the 24-nation Special 
Committee of the United Nations in several African capitals, wishing the 
Committee meeting every success. 

Referring to the discussion of the problem of South-West Africa, I have 
the honour to state the following: 

In accordance with its principled attitude of condemning all forms of 
colonialism and neo-colonialism and of granting moral and material 
support to the national liberation movements in their struggle for 
freedom and independence, the GDR Government backs Resolution 2074 
(XX) of the UN General Assembly of 17 December 1965. 

It identifies itself with the legitimate demand of the national liberation 
movement of South West Africa for the granting of full independence 
and national self-determination to the people on this territory, and it 
considers the attempts of the appartheid regime in South Africa to annex 
this area to be an aggressive act that must be thwarted with all the 
means available. As early as 1963 the GDR Government explained its 
stand on the apartheid policy of South Africa (Doc. A/AC 115/L. 26 of 
August 2nd 1963). It maintains neither diplomatic and consular nor 
economic relations with the Verwoerd regime. 

With particular indignation the Government and the people of the GDR 
have learnt that with the help of the West German Federal Republic 
missile sites and training grounds, which are used for military purposes, 
have been established by South-African authorities in South West Africa, 
and that West German monopolies participate in exploiting the African 
population of South West Africa. Indicative of the increasingly close 
relations between the West German Federal Government and South 
Africa is not only the expansion of trade between the two states, but 
also the visit of Franz Josef Strauss, ex-Minister of Defence and 
chairman of one of the two ruling parties of West Germany, to South 
Africa, on which occasion he came out in favour of West German military 
aid to the apartheid state. 


120 


The Government of the GDR dissociates itself from this attitude of the 
West German Federal Republic and declares that it has always sup- 
ported the struggle of the population of South West Africa for national 
self-determination and independence and that it will continue to do so 
in the future. 

Your Excellency, I request you to bring this position of the GDR to the 
notice of the Committee members. 


The German Democratic Republic and the United Nations, 1966/3, p. 27. 


Statement by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the GDR 
on the just struggle of the population of Zimbabwe 


9 June 1966 


The Government and the population of the German Democratic Re- 
public have followed developments on Rhodesia with close attention. 
They have devoted special attention to the United Nations Security 
Council session and to the conference held by eleven East and Central 
African states in Nairobi, both dealing at length with this problem. 

The GDR Ministry of Foreign Affairs notes with satisfaction that the 
resolutions which the UN Special Committee on the Situation with 
Regard to the Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of 
Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples adopted at its meeting 
in Dar-es-Salaam are largely in harmony with the GDR Government’s 
views on the Rhodesia issue. 

The GDR most vigorously condemns the policy of the racist Smith 
regime, marked as it is by cruel oppression of the native population and 
the denial of their right to self-government and independence. This 
aggressive policy poses a grave threat to peace and the security of all 
nations. The GDR voiced its condemnation of the Smith regime’s policy 
in a Government Statement issued on 13 November 1965, in a cable 
sent by the GDR Foreign Minister to the United Nations Secretary- 
General on 13 November 1965 and in a telegramm addressed by the 
GDR Deputy Foreign Minister to the Chairman of the United Nations 
Special Committee on the Situation with Regard to the Implementation 
of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Coun- 
tries and Peoples on 7 April 1966. 
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The GDR has refused any form of recognition to the unlawful regime 
in Rhodesia. It broke off all commercial relations with Rhodesia even 
before the racialist coup of 11 November 1965. 

This attitude reflects the peace-loving nature of the GDR’s foreign 
policy and meets the interests of the African population of Zimbabwe, 
as well as those of the independent African states and the peace-loving 
nations of the world. 

The GDR Ministry of Foreign Affairs emphasizes once again that the 
GDR will continue to support the just struggle for a democratic solution 
of the Rhodesia problem waged by Zimbabwe’s African population, the 
independent African states and progressive forces all over the world. 
It will continue to help expose those forces who seek to halt the process 
of ending colonial rule. 


Foreign Affairs Bulletin, No. 18/19, 4 July 1966, p. 151. 


Letter addressed by the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the 
GDR, Otto Winzer, to UN Secretary-General U Thant, per- 
taining to Resolution 2081/XX of the UN General Assembly 
on International Human Rights Year 1968 


15 September 1966 


It is with great interests that the Government of the German Democratic 
Republic has taken note of Resolution 2081 (XX) of the United Nations 
General Assembly on International Human Rights Year 1968. 

Item 3 of the Resolution 2081 (XX) calls upon all member states of the 
UN and specialized agencies to ratify the human rights conventions 
already concluded by 1968. 

The Government of the German Democratic Republic is of the opinion 
that it is inconsistent with the principles of the United Nations Organiza- 
tion and the world-wide humanitarian objectives of the human rights 
conventions if the universal application of these conventions is substan- 
tially hampered by restrictive conditions of accession. 

The Government of the German Democratic Republic holds that it would 
correspond to the noble aims of the UN Human Rights Year if these 
restrictive conditions of accession were altered and brought into harmony 
with the principles and objectives of the United Nations Charter in 
order to enable all states to accede to the conventions. 
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The Government of the German Democratic Republic declares that it is 

prepared on principle to become a party to the following conventions: 

— the Supplementary Convention on the Abolition of Slavery, the Slave 
Trade, and Institutions and Practices Similar to Slavery; 

— the International Labour Organization Conventions Concerning the 
Abolition of Forced Labour, Concerning Discrimination in Respect 
of Employment and Occupation, Concerning Equal Remuneration for 
Men and Women Workers for Work of Equal Value, and Concerning 
Freedom of Association and Protection of the Right to Organize; 

— the UNESCO conventions against discrimination in education; 

— the Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of 
Genocide; 

— the Convention on Political Rights of Women; 

— the International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of 
Racial Discrimination. 

At the same time, the Government of the German Democratic Republic 

declares its preparedness to comply with the General Assembly’s request 

for early ratification of these conventions. 

The Government of the German Democratic Republic support the efforts 

being made by the United Nations Organization to speed up the devel- 

opment of domestic legislation in the field of human rights because the 

GDR’s own domestic and foreign policy is in full accordance with the 

principles set forth in these international documents. The conventions 

mentioned in Resolution 2081 (XX) are fully implemented in the German 

Democratic Republic under the terms of the Constitution, the Protection 

of Peace Act, the Labour Code, the Family Code, the Rights of Women 

Act, the Unified Education Act and other legal provisions. 

I request Your Excellency to bring the text of this letter to the notice 

of all member states of the United Nations Organization. 


The German Democratic Republic and the United Nations, 1966/3, pp. 50/51. 
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From a statement addressed by the GDR Government to the 
XXI session of the UN General Assembly, regarding the im- 
plementation of the UN Declaration on the Granting of 
Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples 


16 September 1966 


Acting in line with the principles of its foreign policy, the Government 
of the German Democratic Republic takes advantage of the discussion 
of the item “Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of 
Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples” to reiterate its demand 
that the Declaration be fully implemented and that the imperialist 
colonial system be totally dismantled. It welcomes the growing activity 
of the anti-colonial liberation movements, in particular in the territories 
still under Portuguese and British rule, and backs their struggle for 
political and economic autonomy and independence. 

The Government of the German Democratic Republic holds the view 
that the continuation of the imperialist colonial policy has increasingly 
become a grave threat to peace and security in the world. 

Therefore, it supports the decisions taken by the United Nations Special 
Committee on the Situation with Regard to the Implementation of the 
Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and 
Peoples with respect to South West Africa, Southern Rhodesia, the 
Portuguese territories, the British colony of Aden and to all the other 
areas which are still dependent. It welcomes the fact that the Committee 
has drawn the attention of the United Nations Security Council to the 
situation in these territories, and that it has recommended the Council 
take action against the principal colonial powers in conformity with 
Chapter VII of the UN Charter. 

The Government of the German Democratic Republic recalls the fact that 
the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries 
and Peoples was adopted as early as 1960 by the XV session of the 
United Nations General Assembly. 

The Government of the German Democratic Republic is of the opinion 
that the historically necessary process of definitively abolishing all forms 
of colonialism and neo-colonialism can be promoted above all by fixing 
a time limit within which independence has to be granted to all ter- 
ritories still under foreign domination. It therefore appeals to the current 
session of the General Assembly to pass a resolution to this effect. 

The Government of the German Democratic Republic identifies itself 
with the rightful demand of the liberation movements of South West 
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Africa for independence and national self-determination. It considers 
the racist South-African regime’s attempt to annex South West Africa 
an act of aggression which must be resolutely opposed. 

In a telegram to foreign ministers of African states, which has also 
been brought to the notice of the United Nations Organization, the 
Minister of Foreign Affairs has made it known that “the German Dem- 
ocratic Republic fully shares the profound disappointment and indigna- 
tion of the African peoples at the decision of the International Court 
of Justice by virtue of which South West Africa is to continue being 
subjected to the rule of the apartheid regime of the Republic of South 
Africa”. 

The Government of the German Democratic Republic deems it necessary 
that strong action be taken in order to secure independence for South 
West Africa. 

It is also contrary to the interests of the population of this territory if the 
West German Federal Republic—in violation of relevant resolutions 
adopted by the United Nations—provides political and material support 
for the policy of the racist South-African regime in South West Africa. 
This attitude, which finds its expression also in the growing participa- 
tion of West German monopolies in exploiting the wealth of South West 
Africa, is a continuation of the colonial policy pursued by imperialist 
Germany before the First World War, adapted to the conditions of the 
present time. 

In line with the anti-colonial policy of the German Democratic Republic, 
the Minister of Foreign Affairs, as early as 13 November 1965, resolutely 
condemned the illegal coup of the racist Smith regime in Southern 
Rhodesia in a telegram to the Secretary-General of the United Nations. 
Another telegram sent to the Chairman of the 24-nation Committee of 
the United Nations expressed full agreement with Resolution 217 of the 
UN Security Council of 20 November 1965. 

The Government of the German Democratic Republic denies Southern 
Rhodesia any recognition and maintains neither political, economic nor 
any other relations with that regime. On the other hand, there are facts 
which prove that the Government of the German Federal Republic has 
for a long time backed the minority regime in Rhodesia by political, 
economic and military measures. This attitude runs counter to Resolu- 
tion 217 of the Security Council; it is in open disregard of the Zimbabwe 
people’s will to freedom and a typical example of the West German 
policy of neo-colonialism. 

Flouting the wishes of the peoples and violating UN resolutions, Portugal 
continues its policy of force against the population of Angola, Mozam- 
bique and of so-called Portuguese Guinea by military operations. This 
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policy poses a grave threat to peace and security in Africa and is in 
violation of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial 
Countries and Peoples. 

The Government of the German Democratic Republic is strongly opposed 
to Portugal’s imperialist policy. In this connection, the Minister of For- 
eign Affairs of the German Democratic Republic, in a letter to the UN 
Secretary-General, expressed full agreement with Resolution 218 of the 
Security Council and declared that the Government of the German 
Democratic Republic “has always strictly adhered to all resolutions 
adopted by the United Nations with regard to Portuguese colonial policy” 
(Doc. S/7290 of 12 June 1966). 

The Government of the German Democratic Republic condemns the 
support which is being granted to the Portuguese colonial regime in the 
economic and military fields by several imperialist powers, in particular 
by members of NATO. 

The documentation on cooperation between the West German Federal 
Republic and Portugal compiled by the Popular Movement for the 
Liberation of Angola and published on the occasion of the 24-nation 
Committee session in Dar-es-Salaam furnishes evidence that here again 
West Germany is among the forces that give unqualified support to 
Portuguese colonial policy. The document contains irrefutable proof of 
West Germany’s economic and military influence in Portugal and her 
colonies. 

The Government of the German Democratic Republic holds that it is 
the main concern of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence 
to Colonial Countries and Peoples to implement the right to self-deter- 
mination for all peoples still oppressed. It is only by according all 
peoples the right to full self-determination that all vestiges of the impe- 
rialist colonial system can be eliminated. Attempts to prevent a people 
from exercising this right can, as in the case of US aggression against 
Vietnam, seriously endanger world peace. The criminal war of the USA 
against the Vietnamese people is, at the same time, the most dangerous 
expression of a colonialist and neo-colonialist policy and therefore 
represents an open violation of the principles and objectives of the 
United Nations. ... 

The Government of the German Democratic Republic identifies itself 
with the just struggle carried on by the Vietnamese people and all other 
peoples still under foreign rule to achieve freedom, independence and 
self-determination. 


The German Democratic Republic and the United Nations, 1966/3, pp. 31—35. 
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Telegram addressed by the Minister of Foreign Affairs of 
the GDR, Otto Winzer, to the President of the XXI session 
of the UN General Assembly, Abdul Rahman Pazhwak, re- 
garding the debate on South West Africa 


26 September 1966 


The German Democratic Republic welcomes the fact that the XXI session 
of the United Nations General Assembly is dealing with the question of 
South West Africa as a top priority. 

The German Democratic Republic resolutely opposes the ruling of the 
International Court of Justice under which South West Africa is to 
continue being subjected to the rule of the apartheid regime of the 
Republic of South Africa. The German Democratic Republic declares its 
solidarity with the legal claim of the national liberation movement of 
South West Africa to independence and national self-determination. The 
ruling given in The Hague is directed against all forces fighting to 
liberate the African continent from any form of colonial oppression and 
it constitutes a gross violation of the Declaration on the Granting of 
Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples. 

The German Democratic Republic condemns the attitude of the West 
German Federal Republic which gives increasing economic and military 
assistance to the racialist regime of South Africa in defiance of all UN 
resolutions and whose policy is aimed at directly supporting the annexa- 
tion of South West Africa by the Republic of South Africa and at 
maintaining the apartheid system in that country. 

The German Democratic Republic welcomes the recent recommendation 
of the 24-nation Special Committee that the racialist regime of the 
Republic of South Africa be stripped off the right to administer South 
West Africa. 

The German Democratic Republic supports the views of numerous 
independent African states which energetically demand measures to- 
wards South West Africa’s independence as the only just solution to the 
problem, and it expresses the conviction that the discussion of the 
problem of South West Africa by the XXI session of the General As- 
sembly will give fresh impetus to the struggle to abolish the colonial and 
apartheid regime in South West Africa. 

I request Your Exellency to bring this telegram to the notice of all 
United Nations member states. 


The German Democratic Republic and the United Nations, 1966/3, pp. 36/37. 
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Statement addressed by the GDR Government to the 
XXII session of the UN General Assembly relating to 
“Activities of Foreign Economic and Other Interests Which 
Are Impending the Implementation of the Declaration on 
the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and 
Peoples in Southern Rhodesia, South West Africa and Terri- 
tories under Portuguese Domination and in All Other Terri- 
tories under Colonial Domination” 

and 

‘Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of Inde- 
pendence to Colonial Countries and Peoples” 


26 September 1967 


The Government of the German Democratic Republic welcomes the 
resolution passed at the XXI session of the UN General Assembly 
(Resolution 2189) to discuss, as a special item of the agenda, the activities 
of foreign economic and other interests which are directed against the 
implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to 
Colonial Countries and Peoples (Document A/1514 [XV]). Thus, the 
United Nations Organization has made a central feature of the struggle 
against the vestiges of colonialism and racism and against neo-colonial- 
ism a direct subject of its discussion. 

The Government of the German Democratic Republic shares the opinion 
that it is the profit interests of international monopolist groups as well 
as economic and military-strategic interests of the principal imperialist 
powers which are one of the main causes for the slow and half-hearted 
manner in which colonialism is eliminated, a view recently expressed on 
various occasions at the UN General Assembly and on the Special Com- 
mittee on the Situation with Regard to the Implementation of the 
Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and 
Peoples. 

The continued existence of colonialism in its various forms in the 
African territories under Portuguese colonial domination as well as in 
Southern Rhodesia, South West Africa, Aden, Oman, French Somalia 
and in many small territories, which are denied the right to self-deter- 
mination by the imperialist powers partly because of strategic interests, 
constitutes a potential threat to peace and international security. These 
dangers and the threat posed to the independent states, especially in 
Africa, by the enclaves of the imperialist system are considerable 
heightened by the efforts made with the backing of the principal 
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imperialist powers to form a bloc of racist regimes in southern Africa 
which is to consist of the South African Republic, South West Africa, 
Southern Rhodesia and the Portuguese colonies of Angola and Mozam- 
bique. | 

This imperialist policy of suppressing the peoples’ right to national 
self-determination, political and economic independence and social 
progress finds its most brutal expression in the aggression of US impe- 
rialism against the Vietnamese people, Israeli aggression against Arab 
states and imperialist plots against the independence and social progress 
of other states in Asia, Africa and Latin America. 

Therefore, the Government of the German Democratic Republic joins 
various UN bodies in condemning the activities of foreign economic and 
financial interests in still dependent territories as being one of the main 
obstacles standing in their way to independence. It agrees with the 
representatives of many Afro-Asian states that the persistent violation 
of UN resolutions by the principal imperialist powers, which continue to 
render political, economic and military support to the colonialist and 
racist regimes, threatens peace and prevents these territories from 
gaining independence. It gives its full backing to the demand that the 
military bases of the imperialist powers in the still dependent territories 
should be dismantled. 

In the interest of an early and effective implementation of the resolu- 
tions adopted by the United Nations which demand the elimination of 
colonialism in all its forms, the Government of the German Democratic 
Republic feels obliged to reiterate its view that the activities of West 
German monopolies in the still dependent territories and the neo-colo- 
nialist policy pursued by the Government of the West German Federal 
Republic are major obstacles in the way of the complete eradication of 
colonialism. The West German Federal Republic and the South African 
apartheid regime are working together in a variety of ways in the eco- 
nomic, political and military fields; detailed studies on this have been 
submitted to the UN. Official West German sources value the invest- 
ments and capital assets of West German monopoly capital in South 
Africa at 600 million marks; in fact, however, they are probably at least 
twice as high. The investment policy of the West German Federal Re- 
public poses a great danger to the whole African continent and to world 
peace since the sums mentioned above are invested chiefly in projects of 
the joint West German—South African armaments industry, i.e. in 
nuclear research and preparations for the joint manufacture of nuclear 
arms as well as the production of chemical warfare agents and the 
missile industry. This policy of the West German Federal Republic 
constitutes a gross violation of resolutions passed by the UN General 
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Assembly and the United Nations Security Council urging all states to 
discontinue military support for the apartheid regime of the South 
African Republic immediately. 

The United Nations is also aware of the wide support which the West 
German Federal Republic renders in the field of trade to the racist 
Smith regime in Southern Rhodesia. Figures contained in Document 
S/7781/Add. I for the period from January to September 1966 show that 
after the racist coup in Southern Rhodesia the West German Federal 
Republic became the most important trading partner of the Smith 
regime. Representatives of the Government of the West German Federal 
Republic declared that the demand contained in Resolution 232 of the 
Security Council, requiring all states to break off all trade links with 
Southern Rhodesia, would have no bearing on the implementation of 
long-term trade agreements between West German and South Rhodesian 
firms. 

Moreover, there is particularly close cooperation between the West Ger- 
man Federal Republic and the colonial power of Portugal. As early as 
1960, the Krupp group concluded a contract with the Portuguese Com- 
panhia Mineira do Lobito, under which it holds control over the iron 
and manganese ore deposits of Angola. Krupp made investments in this 
area to the tune of 190 million marks. The Krupp group heads an inter- 
national syndicate which has invested over 500 million marks in the 
exploitation of the iron ore centre of Cassinga and which, in 1967, is to 
export more than 5 million tons of high-grade iron ore, much of it to the 
Federal Republic (see Document A/AC 109/L 388/Add. I). 

The Government of the West German Federal Republic which, for the 
purpose of extending the raw material basis of West German industry, 
is interested in neo-colonialist expansion on the part of the monopolies, 
has supported the Krupp group by providing a guarantee of more than 
300 million marks. 

In May 1967, it became known that representatives of West German 
monopolies and the West German government had reached agreement 
with the regimes in Lisbon, Pretoria and Salisbury concerning the joint 
exploitation of uranium deposits in Mozambique. Prospecting for these 
rich deposits is already being done in the uranium fields of Cabora Bassa 
by a group of specialists working for the Krupp concern. Through the 
Rho-German Graphite Ltd. in which the Graphitwerke Kropfmitihl AG 
and Krupp have share holdings, West German monopolies are virtually 
the sole exploiters of the graphite deposits in Southern Rhodesia. 
Against the background of the West German Federal Republic’s 
purchases of uranium ore in South Africa, these facts make it clear that 
the West German government promotes neo-colonialist expansion by the 
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monopolies, partly out of strategic considerations, and misuses the raw 
material resources of still dependent territories to prepare for the pro- 
duction of its own nuclear weapons, with which it hopes to reach its 
political objectives. 

The West German government regards the maintenance and consolida- 
tion of colonial rule as the best safeguard ensuring that the profit 
interests of the West German monopolies are protected and that raw 
material supplies are not interrupted, this being essential to the 
implementation of its economic and strategic plans. Therefore, it resorts 
to political, economic and military measures to protect capital invest- 
ments by the West German monopolies, which draw huge profits from 
their capital exports to the still dependent territories. It is directly 
involved in Portugal’s colonial war against the national liberation move- 
ments in Angola, Mozambique and “Portuguese” Guinea. It supplies 
Portugal with arms and aircraft, sets up military bases in Mozambique, 
assists in raising mercenary troops “for the protection of West German 
capital investments” in Angola and sends military experts to Portugal. 
The West German Federal Republic’s participation in the military 
suppression of the national liberation movements in the territories still 
dependent and under colonial rule and the neo-colonialist expansionism 
which prevents the development of independent economies in these 
territories—a vital condition for full independence—are in sharp contrast 
to the aims of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to 
Colonial Countries and Peoples and violate other important UN resolu- 
tions as well. 

Acting in conformity with the anti-imperialist principles of its foreign 
policy and with the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to 
Colonial Countries and Peoples which in Article7 calls upon all states 
to observe its provisions, the Government of the German Democratic 
Republic assures the United Nations Organization and its Afro-Asian 
member states that it will support all measures towards the implemen- 
tation of the Declaration and will, also within the framework of the 
United Nations, do everything in its power to strengthen the cooperation 
with the states and peoples of Africa, the Middle East, Asia and Latin 
America in order to overcome colonialism and end neo-colonialist 
exploitation. 

The Government of the German Democratic Republic expresses the 
hope that the XXII session of the United Nations General Assembly 
will likewise take decisions that will effectively promote the process of 
eliminating colonialism in all its forms. 


The German Democratic Republic and the United Nations, 1967/4, pp. 27—30. 
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From the Penal Code of the GDR 


12 January 1968 


Special Part 
Chapter 1 


Crimes against the sovereignty of the German Democratic Republic, 
peace, humanity and human rights 


§ 89 

War-mongering and war propaganda 

(1) Anyone who publicly advocates a war of aggression, any other act 
of aggression, or the use of atomic weapons or other means of mass 
destruction for aggressive purposes, or who calls for the violation of in- 
ternational agreements which serve the maintenance and consolidation of 
peace, or in this connection incites to persecution of members of the 
peace movement, uses violence agdinst these persons because of their 
activity, persecutes them or causes them to be persecuted, shall be 
punished by two to eight years’ imprisonment. 

(2) Anyone who commits the offence in a planned fashion or forms an 
organization or group for its execution, or in so doing commits an assault 
on the life or health of a member of the peace movement, shall be 
punished by imprisonment for a period of not less than three years. 

(3) Preparations and attempts are punishable. 


§ 91 

Crimes against humanity 

(1) Anyone who attempts to persecute, drive into exile, or wholly or 
partially exterminate national, ethnic, racial or religious groups, or to 
commit other inhuman actions against such groups, shall be punished 
by imprisonment for a period of not less than five years. 

(2) Anyone who in committing this crime deliberately causes particularly 


severe consequences, shall be punished by life-long imprisonment or 
death. 
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§ 92 

Fascist propaganda, national and racial hatred 

(1) Anyone who engages in fascist propaganda, or practises national or 
racial hatred likely to result in incitement to the preparation or com- 
mission of a crime against humanity, shall be punished by two to ten 
years’ imprisonment. 

(2) Anyone who commits the offence in a planned fashion or forms 
an organization or group for its execution, shall be punished by impris- 
onment for a period of not less than three years. 

(3) Preparations and attempts are punishable. 


§ 93 

War crimes 

(1) Anyone who in the course of armed hostilities violates generally 

recognized norms of international law, in particular anyone who 

1. uses proscribed weapons or orders their use; 

2. commits or orders inhuman treatment of the civilian population, 
wounded, sick or defenceless persons, or prisoners; 

3. appropriates alien property or destroys such property without 
military necessity, or orders such actions; 

4. disregards or abuses the sign of the Red Cross or equivalent signs, 
commits or orders acts of violence against persons or institutions that 
bear this sign; 

5. commits or orders acts of violence against persons bearing a flag of 
truce, 

shall be punished by imprisonment for a period of not less than a 

year. 

(2) Anyone who commits such a crime with the purpose of carrying out, 

or in connection with, an act of aggression, will be punished by imprison- 

ment for a period of not less than five years. 

(3) Anyone who in the course of committing such a crime intentionally 

causes particularly serious consequences shall be punished by life-long 

imprisonment or death. 


German text in: Gesetzblatt der DDR, Part I, 1968, No. 1, pp. 24/25. 
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Telegram addressed by the Minister of Foreign Affairs of 
the GDR, Otto Winzer, to UN Secretary-General U Thant, 
relating to the apartheid policy of the Government of South 
Africa 


9 February 1968 


The Government of the GDR welcomes the decision of the Security 
Council of 25 January 1968 urging that the terrorist trial of 35 members 
of the South West African liberation movement be stopped. The trial 
constitutes a gross violation of the right to self-determination of the 
people of South West Africa, of the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights and the numerous resolutions on South West Africa adopted 
lately by the United Nations. 

The Government of the GDR resolutely condemns the continued efforts 
of the Government of the Republic of South Africa to extend to South 
West Africa the policy of apartheid, which has repeatedly been 
denounced by the United Nations as a crime against humanity. 
Accordingly, it emphatically demands that the terriorist trial of the 
35 members of the South West African liberation movement be ended 
immediately and the Resolution 2145 (XXI) of the United Nations 
General Assembly of 27 October 1966, urging the government of the Re- 
public of South Africa to discontinue immediately its racialist and 
annexationist policies vis-a-vis South West Africa, be observed uncondi- 
tionally. 

The Government of the GDR supports all measures aimed at the elimina- 
tion of the terror regime established by the South African racialists in 
South West Africa. 

The Government of the GDR equally condemns the close collaboration of 
the Government of the West German Federal Republic and other im- 
perialist powers directly involved in South West Africa’s colonial 
exploitation with the Government of the Republic of South Africa, 
demanding its immediate cessation. This collaboration makes it easier 
for the South African Government to continue to defy UN resolutions 
and the wishes of the overwhelming majority of peoples and states. 
Since the Government of the GDR, as is known, does not maintain any 
relations with the South African apartheid regime, I ask Your Excellency 
to bring this telegram to the notice of the Government of the Republic 
of South Africa and all other UN member states. 


The German Democratic Republic and the United Nations, 1968/5, p. 34. 
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Telegram addressed by Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs 
of the GDR, Dr Wolfgang Kiesewetter, to UN Secretary- 
General U Thant, containing the statement of a spokesman 
of the GDR Ministry of Foreign Affairs on the murder of 
African patriots in Southern Rhodesia 


14 March 1968 


I have the honour to send you a statement by the spokesman of the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the German Democratic Republic on the 
outrageous terrorist acts of the illegal racialist regime in Southern 
Rhodesia against African patriots: 

“A spokesman of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs has strongly con- 
demned the murder of African patriots in Southern Rhodesia as another 
act of terror committed by the illegal racialist regime of Southern 
Rhodesia. He emphatically supported the demand for severe punishment 
of those responsible for the murder. 

“The spokesman said that the German Democratic Republic, which has 
time and again accused the racialist regime in Southern Rhodesia of 
terrorizing the African population and called for an end to its illegal 
rule, shares the indignation and disgust which these hideous murders 
have aroused among democratic world opinion. 

“It has become obvious that sanctions against the illegal racialist regime 
will be unsuccessful unless an end is put to the support the Smith clique 
receives from the fascist regime in the Republic of South Africa and the 
imperialist Western powers, especially the Governments of the United 
States and West Germany. 

“The spokesman of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs reaffirmed solidarity 
with all African countries urging stricter and more determined measures 
to end the brutal racialist reign of terror in Southern Rhodesia and 
calling upon the British government to honour at last its specific obliga- 
tion to solve the problem of Southern Rhodesia in the interests of the 
African peoples and in accordance with the resolutions of the UN 
General Assembly. 

“He again stressed the ties linking the German Democratic Republic and 
the African countries and peoples fighting for freedom and the consolida- 
tion of their independence.” 

I request Your Excellency to bring this statement officially to the notice 
of all members of the Organization. 


The German Democratic Republic and the United Nations, 1968/5, p. 35. 
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From a statement by the GDR Government to the Inter- 
national Conference on Human Rights in Teheran, con- 
cerning the implementation of human rights in the GDR 


24 April 1968 


The Government of the German Democratic Republic closely follows 
the International Conference on Human Rights and expresses its hope 
that it will contribute to the world-wide enforcement of human rights. 
Since the German Democratic Republic was proclaimed it has pursued a 
policy which is based on the principles and objectives of the United 
Nations Charter and aimed at putting them into practice. It has 
repeatedly expressed its resolve to contribute towards international co- 
operation within the UN system on the basis of equality and respect for 
the sovereign rights of states. The German Democratic Republic, in 
statements to the UN General Assembly, the UN Economic and Social 
Council and the UN Commission on Human Rights and in several letters 
to the UN Secretary-General, has expressly declared its readiness to 
take a constructive part in the activities of the United Nations, also in 
the human rights sector. 

The objectives and principles of the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights of 10 December 1948 and other fundamental UN documents 
concerning human rights questions have been fully put into practice in 
the German Democratic Republic. 

The new GDR Constitution, which was approved in a democratic ref- 
erendum and took effect on 9 April 1968, has been a worthy contribu- 
tion of the German Democratic Republic to International Human Rights 
Year. 

The decision of the people of. the German Democratic Republic on a new 
Constitution is striking evidence of the implementation of the right to 
self-determination as laid down in the UN Charter and in the human 
rights conventions, by virtue of which the peoples freely determine their 
political status. The commission which the People’s Chamber of the 
GDR charged with drafting the new Constitution included representa- 
tives of all parties and mass organizations and all classes and strata of 
the people. During the nation-wide debate on the draft Constitution the 
Commission received 12,454 written comments from the people. They 
led to 118 amendments to the draft. In the referendum taken every 
citizen was free to cast his vote for or against the Constitution in a 
secret ballot. 12,208,968 citizens were entitled to vote; 11,536,803 of them 
voted in favour and 409,733 against while 24,353 votes were invalid. 
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The primary concern of the United Nations—the maintenance and 
safeguarding of peace—is the supreme constitutional principle in the 
German Democratic Republic. All power is to serve the welfare of the 
people and to ensure that all citizens can live in peace. 

The Constitution obligates the organs of government to pursue a foreign 
policy aimed at implementing the generally accepted rules of interna- 
tional law, which serve peace and peaceful cooperation among nations. 
The Constitution demands that efforts be made toward the establishment 
of a system of collective security in Europe, a stable structure of peace 
in the world and general disarmament. The Constitution contains the 
explicit obligation never to undertake a war of conquest or to employ 
armed force against the freedom of any other people. Militarist and 
revanchist propaganda in any form, war-mongering and manifestations 
of religious, racial and national hatred are punishable offences. The 
Constitution assures the peoples fighting for their freedom and inde- 
pendence of support from the GDR. Under its terms no citizen of the 
GDR may participate in war-like actions serving to oppress a people 
nor take part in preparations for such actions. 

It is in line with the provisions of the Constitution that the Government 
of the GDR supports the just struggle of the Vietnamese people against 
dirty US aggression and strongly condemns the apartheid policy of the 
Republic of South Africa, the racist regime in Rhodesia, and racism, 
colonialism and neo-colonialism in any form. 

In accordance with Resolution 2338 of the XXII session of the UN Gen- 
eral Assembly of 18 December 1967 on the question of the punishment 
of war criminals and of persons who have committed crimes against 
humanity, the Constitution of the GDR provides that the norms of 
international law relating to the punishment of crimes against peace, 
against humanity and of war crimes are immediately valid law and 
that the statute of limitation does not apply to crimes of this kind. 
According to the principles proclaimed in the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights the Constitution of the GDR guarantees every citizen of 
the German Democratic Republic the free and unhindered development 
of all his creative energies for the benefit of all the people. This is 
guaranteed by the socialist system of the GDR, in particular social 
ownership of the means of production. 

In conformity with the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, 
22 articles of the Constitution fully guarantee the fundamental rights 
of citizens, which ensure their free development and preserve their 
dignity. The Constitution assures every citizen of a share in exercising 
power and shaping social life. The right to participation in decision- 
making processes citizens elect all organs of government along dem- 
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ocratic lines and all deputies are accountable to the electorate. The 
large-scale representation of citizens in the various representative bodies 
can be seen from the fact that, in addition to the 206,000 deputies serving 
in 9,300 assemblies at all levels, another 655,000 citizens are on commis- 
sions attached to these assemblies. There are five parties and numerous 
organizations of different world outlooks which take an active part in 
political and social life. 

The Constitution of the GDR safeguards the maintenance of the rule 
of law. It lays down expressly that the judiciary protects the freedom, 
peaceable life, rights and dignity of man. 46,000 elected lay magistrates 
help administer the law and enjoy the same rights as professional 
judges. There are 255,000 citizens active in elected lay judicial bodies: 
21,000 disputes committees in enterprises and 5,300 arbitration com- 
missions in residential areas. 

Every citizen has the right to express publicly and freely his opinion 
in accordance with the principles of the Constitution. The freedom of 
the press, radio and television is guaranteed. Within the framework of 
the principles and aims of the Constitution all citizens have the right 
to assemble peacefully and to form associations. The secrecy of the mail 
and telephone conversations is inviolable. The Constitution guarantees 
every citizen the freedom of belief and the freedom of conscience, 
including the right to carry out acts of worship. 

The right to freedom of movement within the GDR is guaranteed. In the 
GDR, as in other states, emigration is regulated by domestic legislation 
in a way that conforms with the regulations of the International Cove- 
nant on Civil and Political Rights of 16 December 1966. 

The Constitution assures every citizen of the right to work. It guarantees 
the right to a safe job, the free choice of it in accordance with social 
requirements and personal qualifications, and equal pay for equal 
work. 

Every citizen enjoys an equal right to education. The Constitution 
guarantees that all children can attend a ten-year general secondary 
school free of charge and learn a trade or profession. Universities and 
other educational institutions are open to all citizens in accordance with 
their abilities and performance. The unified education system of the 
GDR ensures every citizen continuous training and further education. 
Young people play their full part in the running of public affairs, their 
extensive rights being laid down in special legislation on the promotion 
of the younger generation. They have groups of their own in Parliament 
and other elected assemblies. More than 40,000 young people serve as 
elected representatives. One young person out of three was enrolled at 
a university or technical school in 1967, taking either full-time or cor- 
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respondence courses. Thousands of youths hold leading positions in 
government, in the economy and in the cultural field. 

Every citizen of the GDR has the right to take part in cultural life. For 
the exercise of this right the authorities provide special political and 
material support. 

Under the Constitution, men and women have equal rights and enjoy 
the same legal status in all spheres of social, political and private life. 
One quarter of all representatives serving on elected assemblies at vari- 
ous levels are women. 1,800 women are works managers or members of 
managing boards. 1,900 women are in charge of secondary schools, 
i.e, every fourth school has a headmistress. 160,000 of all working 
women hold a university or technical school certificate. 

The concern shown by society for the well-being of every citizen 
is also manifest in such basic constitutional rights as the right of every 
citizen to economic security, protection of his health and working 
capacity, statutory limitation of working hours, full-paid annual holiday 
leave, leisure time and recreation, maintenance in the event of old age 
and invalidity, personal property and its protection by the state, housing 
accommodation and the inviolability of his home. Marriage, family and 
motherhood are under the special protection of the state. 

The rights of the free trade unions in the GDR have received exemplary 
treatment in the Constitution. The trade unions in the GDR have a say 
on all matters in the state, in the economy and in society at large. They 
have the right to initiate legislation, to delegate representatives to the 
elected organs of government and to take part at all levels in supervising 
the observance of working people’s rights. This right of the trade unions 
offers immediate and effective opportunities for working people to bring 
their influence to bear on overall social developments. To enshrine in 
the Constitution the right to strike would be pointless as it would be 
directed against the working people as the owners of the means of pro- 
duction. 

As the UN Charter and the Universal Declaration of Human Rights 
point out, human rights are universal. The Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights expressly states that in the application of human rights 
no distinction shall be made on the basis of the political, jurisdictional 
or international status of the country to which a person belongs. Counter 
to that run as yet the limitations imposed on accession to the UN human 
rights conventions, a fact hindering the universal application of the 
human rights conventions and conflicting with the world-wide humani- 
tarian objectives of these conventions. The GDR Government, therefore, 
holds that it is time and would be in harmony with the noble objectives 
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of International Human Rights Year to remove the limitations imposed 
on accession to the human rights conventions and to bring the conditions 
for accession in line with the principles and aims of the United Nations 
Charter so as to enable the GDR to accede to these conventions. Such 
approach would also accord with the tasks set forth in item 11 (g) of the 
preliminary agenda for the International Conference on Human Rights. 
The Government of the GDR expresses the hope that the International 
Conference of Human Rights will work for the universal validity, 
implementation and safeguarding of human rights. Simultaneously, it 
reaffirms its readiness to make a constructive contribution to the 
implementation of human rights and humanitarianism throughout the 
world on the basis of equality and mutual respect. 


The German Democratic Republic and the United Nations, 1968/5, pp. 51—57. 


Telegram addressed by the Deputy Minister of Foreign Af- 
fairs of the GDR, Gustav Hertzfeldt, to Achkar Marof, 
Chairman of the United Nations Anti-Apartheid Committee, 
containing a statement by a spokesman of the GDR Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs on the occasion of the International Day 
for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination proclaimed by 
the UN 


9 May 1968 


In the light of Resolution 2307 (XXII) of the United Nations General 
Assembly of 13 December 1967 I have the honour to transmit to you 
the following statement made by a spokesman of the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs of the German Democratic Republic made on the occassion of 
the International Day for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination: 

“A spokesman of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs declared on 21 March 
on the occassion of the International Day for the Elimination of Racial 
Discrimination proclaimed by the United Nations Organization that the 
consistent struggle against all forms of racial oppression has been one 
of the principles underlying the domestic and foreign policies of the 
GDR since it was founded. On the territory of the GDR the political and 
economic foundations of the murderous racial policy of German fascism 
have been destroyed. The first Constitution of the GDR expressly 
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provided that manifestations of religious, racial and national hatred were 
to be punished as crimes. Article 6, paragraph 5 of the new draft Con- 
stitution stipulates: ‘Militarist and revanchist propaganda in all forms, 
war-mongering and the manifestation of religious, social and national 
hatred shall be punished as crimes.’ Moreover, paragraph 3 of the same 
Article, describes support for the peoples’ asprirations for freedom and 
independence as one of the foreign policy principles of the GDR. In this 
spirit, the GDR has always extended full solidarity to the peoples 
fighting against racism and colonialism. 

“The policy of the German Democratic Republic, the spokesman stated, 
is therefore in agreement with the principles and objectives of the United 
Nations Organization. In sharp contrast to this, the West German Federal 
Republic backs the racist and colonial regimes by all the means at its 
command. 

“The spokesman re-emphasized the sympathy of the GDR with the 
struggle of the Arab, African and Asian peoples against racism, colo- 
nialism and neo-colonialism.” 

In a referendum held since, 94.49 per cent of the GDR electorate voted 
in favour of the new Constitution so that paragraphs 3 and 5 of Article 6 
in the draft Constitution have now acquired legal force. 

I should also like to point out that the press in the German Democratic 
Republic has paid tribute to the International Day for the Elimination 
of Racial Discrimination and that public organizations in the GDR such as 
the GDR Committee for the Protection of Human Rights and the German 
League for the United Nations, have marked the occasion by organizing 
activities as recommended in Resolution 2307 (XXII), point 10. 


The German Democratic Republic and the United Nations, 1968/5, pp. 36/37. 
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From a letter addressed by the Deputy Minister of Foreign 
Affairs of the GDR, Georg Stibi, to Achkar Marof, Chairman 
of the United Nations Anti-Apartheid Committee, confirm- 
ing the GDR’s boycott policy towards the apartheid regime 
in South Africa 


27 June 1968 


At its XXII session the United Nations General Assembly once again 
condemned as a crime against humanity the policy of apartheid as 
practised by the Government of the Republic of South Africa. Moreover, 
it pointed out once more that the explosive situation in the Republic of 
South Africa and in southern Africa provoked by this racist policy 
constitutes a grave threat to international peace and security. 

In view of this grave danger and the gross violations of the United Nations 
Charter, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and other basic 
documents of the UN, which result from the criminal policy of apartheid, 
the Government of the German Democratic Republic is of the opinion 
that the position one adopts towards the apartheid regime is a true 
criterion of one’s attitude to the aims and principles of the Organization 
in general. 

Considering the extraordinary importance for international peace and 
security of the subject to be discussed by the special Committee on the 
Policies of Apartheid of the Government of the Republic of South 
Africa, I should like to point out the following with reference to items 6) 
and 15) of Resolution 2307 (XXII) of the UN General Assembly: 

Both the Government and the people of the German Democratic Re- 
public most resolutely condemn the apartheid policy of the Government 
of the Republic of South Africa as a specific and extremely cruel form 
of oppressing and exploiting the indigenous African population of that 
country. They demand emphatically that this racist policy be discon- 
tinued and that possibilities be provided for the indigenous African 
population to freely exercise their right to self-determination. 

The Government of the German Democratic Republic had denied 
recognition to the apartheid regime of the Republic of South Africa and 
does not maintain any relations with it. This position has been reiterated 
several times by official quarters. 

Accordingly, the Government of the German Democratic Republic has 
fully supported and consistently adhered to all United Nations resolu- 
tions concerning the elimination of the apartheid regime and of all other 
forms of colonialism. As early as 1963 the GDR Government decided 
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to sever all trade and communications links with the Republic of South 
Africa, issuing instructions to that effect to all authorities and institu- 
tions. On the other hand, the Government of the German Democratic 
Republic has repeatedly assured the forces fighting the policy of apart- 
heid in the Republic of South Africa of its full solidarity and has actively 
supported them as best as it could. This can be seen, for instance, from 
the fact that the Government of the German Democratic Republic—with- 
out being a member of the UN—contributed $ 5,000 to the UN trust fund 
for South Africa. 

A powerful movement for solidarity with the South African population 
fighting for freedom and independence has developed among the people 
of the German Democratic Republic. 

This policy of the German Democratic Republic is in complete agreement 
with the United Nations Charter and all UN resolutions and other basic 
documents on the question of apartheid. 


Additional to the points raised in this letter I should also like to draw 
Your Excellency’s attention and that of the members of the Special 
Committee to the fact that the people and the Government of the Ger- 
man Democratic Republic are watching with interest the just struggle 
of the peoples against apartheid and other forms of racism and the 
activities of the Special Committee, and that they are prepared to 
continue to give it every conceivable support. I, therefore, ask Your 
Excellency to bring this letter to the notice of the members of the Com- 
mittee. 


The German Democratic Republic and the United Nations, 1968/5, pp. 38—40. 


143 


Letter addressed by the Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs 
of the GDR, Georg Stibi, to Mahmoud Mestiri, Chairman of 
the Special Committee on the Situation with Regard to the 
Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of Inde- 
pendence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, regarding Reso- 
lution 2326 (XXII) of the UN General Assembly 


23 August 1968 


The Government of the German Democratic Republic welcomes the fact 
that at its XXII session the United Nations General Assembly has 
emphasized once again the need for the full implementation of the 
Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and 
Peoples (Document A/1514/XV) and adopting new and more far-reaching 
measures in the struggle to erase of vestiges of the imperialist colonial 
system. It attaches great importance to the decision taken in Resolu- 
tion 2326 (XXII) of the General Assembly to check how the various 
states comply with all relevant resolutions of the United Nations. This 
investigation will be carried out by the committee of which you are the 
chairman. The Government of the German Democratic Republic holds 
that the decisive reason for the continued existence of vestiges of the 
imperialist colonial system must be seen in the fundamentally different 
attitudes taken by the various states with regard to the relevant decisions 
adopted so far by the organization. With good reasons it is pointed out 
over and over again by the majority of member states that the colonialist 
and racialist regimes in southern Africa are able to continue their 
inhuman policy of suppression only because of the all-round assistance 
which they are granted in gross violation of the respective UN resolutions 
by the major imperialist powers, primarily by the USA, Great Britain 
and West Germany. At the same time, the formation of a bloc of colo- 
nialist and racialist regimes in southern Africa, a process strongly 
encouraged by the major imperialist powers, has recently multiplied the 
dangers to peace and security on the African continent and in the world 
at large, these dangers arising from the aggressive and expansionist 
policy of these regimes towards the independent states of Africa. 

For these reasons the Government of the German Democratic Republic 
considers the attitude towards the UN resolutions with regard to the 
fight against colonialism and racialism to be the true criterion for the 
adherence to the aims and principles of the organization. Hoping to 
contribute towards carrying out the mission entrusted to the Special 
Committee I should like to make the following statement concerning 
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the position taken by the GDR with regard to the resolutions against 
colonialism and racialism adopted by the United Nations. 

The Government and the people of the German Democratic Republic 
categorically condemn the suppression and exploitation of the African 
people in southern Africa at the hands of colonialist and racialist regimes 
and of foreign monopolies as a specific form of the imperialist system 
of exploitation. They emphatically demand that this racialist policy be 
discontinued and that the indigenous African population be granted the 
opportunity to make free use of their right to self-determination. 

On the territory of the German Democratic Republic the political and 
economic foundations of the murderous racial policy of German fascism 
have been destroyed. The first Constitution of the German Democratic 
Republic laid down explicitly that manifestations of religious, racial and 
national hatred are to be punished as crimes. In the new Constitution 
Article 6, paragraph 5 reads as follows: “Militarist and revanchist prop- 
aganda in all forms, war-mongering and the manifestation of religious, 
racial and national hatred shall be punished as crimes.” In addition, 
paragraph 8 of the same article describes support for the aspirations of 
the peoples for freedom and independence as one of the foreign policy 
principles of the GDR. Thus it can be stated that the principles laid 
down in the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial 
Countries and Peoples have governed the foreign policy of the GDR 
since its foundation. 

The Government of the German Democratic Republic has not recognized 
the apartheid regime in the Republic of South Africa and does not main- 
tain any relations with it. Accordingly, it has expressly supported and 
consistently observed all United Nations resolutions directed at eliminat- 
ing the apartheid regime. In accordance with the resolutions adopted by 
the United Nations General Assembly (document 1761 of 6/11/1962) and 
the Security Council (documents 181 of 7/8/1963, 182 of 4/12/1963, 190 of 
9/6/1964 and 191 of 18/6/1964) and with the decisions taken by the Con- 
ference of the Heads of State of the Organization of African Unity of 
May 1963, the Government of the GDR decided as early as 1963 to sever 
all trade and communications links with the Republic of South Africa 
and to issue respective instructions to all authorities and institutions. 

On the other hand, the Government of the GDR has repeatedly assured 
the forces in the Republic of South Africa fighting against the apartheid 
policy of its full solidarity and has actively supported them as best it 
could. This can be seen, for instance, from the fact that the GDR has 
contributed 5,000 dollars to the United Nations Trust Fund for South 
Africa without being member of the United Nations, in compliance with 
Resolution 2054 B (XX) of the General Assembly of 15 December 1965. 
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Already in a statement made on 13 November 1965—immediately after 
the coup in Southern Rhodesia—as well as in a statement issued by the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the GDR on 9 June 1966 the Government 
of the German Democratic Republic pointed out that it would deny any 
form of recognition to the unlawful racialist regime in Southern Rho- 
desia and that it had already broken off all trade relations with Southern 
Rhodesia. 

In its statement of 21 January 1967 concerning Resolution 232 of the 
Security Council of 16 Dezember 1966 it confirmed this position and 
expressed its resolve to comply fully with the demands of the resolution 
and to support the just struggle of the African population of Southern 
Rhodesia for freedom and independence. 


In a letter which the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the German Dem- 
ocratic Republic, Otto Winzer, sent to United Nations Secretary-General 
U Thant on 23 March 1966 concerning Resolution 218 (1965) adopted by 
the Security Council of 23 November 1965, the Foreign Minister explained 
the attitude of the GDR towards the Portuguese colonial regime. He 
stressed that the GDR did not maintain any diplomatic or consular 
relations with that regime, that it did not grant any support which could 
be used by Portugal to oppress the population in the colonies and that it 
had never supplied Portugal with arms and military equipment or 
material and equipment needed to produce them. On 5 April 1965 GDR 
foreign trade enterprises were instructed by the competent ministry not 
to make any deliveries to Portuguese enterprises working in Portuguese 
colonies. 

In a letter sent to the President of the XXI session of the United Nations 
General Assembly, Abdul Rahman Pazhwak, on 26 March 1966—before 
the historic Resolution 2145 of the UN General Assembly was adopted— 
the Foreign Minister of the German Democratic Republic declared that 
the GDR vigorously supported the demand for measures to bring about 
independence for South West Africa and to end the de facto occupation 
of that country by the apartheid regime. In the opinion of the GDR this 
is the only just solution to this problem. 

In telegrams to the Foreign Ministers of the African states, which have 
also been brought to the notice of the United Nations, the Foreign 
Minister of the German Democratic Republic declared the ruling of the 
International Court of Justice of 18 July 1966 concerning South West 
Africa to be incompatible with the Declaration on the Granting of 
Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, which has the GDR’s 
full support. Furthermore, he emphasized that the GDR would continue 
to do its utmost tc support the just struggle of the national liberation 
movement of South West Africa. 
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In a telegram sent to UN Secretary-General U Thant on 9 February 1968 
the Foreign Minister of the German Democratic Republic protested 
strongly against the reprisals of the apartheid regime against South 
West African patriots and demanded their immediate cessation. 

Hence it can be stated that the German Democratic Republic strictly 
observes all resolutions of the United Nations directed against colonial- 
ism and racialism thus contributing, although not a member of the 
United Nations Organization, to the attainment of Organization’s ob- 
jectives. 

I ask Your Excellency to bring this letter to the notice of all member 
states of the Committee and to consider the statements contained in it 
when reporting to the XXIII session of the General Assembly. 


The German Democratic Republic and the United Nations, 1968/5, pp. 41-~44. 


Letter addressed by the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the 
GDR, Otto Winzer, to UN Secretary-General U Thant, stat- 
ing the GDR’s readiness to accede to the UN human con- 
ventions 


9 October 1968 


I have the honour to inform you on behalf of the Government of the 
German Democratic Republic that at the request of the Government, the 
Council of State of the German Democratic Republic, in a statement 
made on 20 September 1968 expressed the readiness of the German 
Democratic Republic to accede to the International Covenant on Eco- 
nomic, Social and Cultural Rights and the International Covenant on 
Civil and Political Rights of 16 December 1966. 

The Government of the German Democratic Republic holds the view 
that this decision, taken in full agreement with Resolution 2337 (XXII) 
of the United Nations General Assembly of 18 December 1967, cor- 
responds with the spirit of the International Human Rights Year 
proclaimed by the United Nations and with the United Nations General 
Assembly’s repeated call for the signing and application of the above- 
mentioned covenants by all states. 

Permit me, Your Excellency, in this connection also to refer to the 
letter I addressed to you on 15 September 1966, which expressed the 
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German Democratic Republic’s preparedness to accede to the following 

United Nations human rights conventions: 

— the International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of 
Racial Discrimination; 

— the Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of 
Genocide; 

— the Convention on the Political Rights of Women; 

— the Convention against Discrimination in Education (UNESCO); 

— the Convention on the Abolition of Forced Labour (ILO); 

— the Convention concerning Discrimination in Respect of Employment 
and Occupation (ILO); 

— the Convention concerning Equal Remuneration for Men and Women 
Workers for Work of Equal Value (ILO); 

— the Convention concerning Freedom of Association and Protection 
of the Right to Organize (ILO); 

— the Supplementary Convention on the Abolition of Slavery, the Slave 
Trade and Institutions and Practices Similar to Slavery. 

At the same time the German Democratic Republic reiterates its pre- 

paredness to comply with the request of the United Nations General 

Assembly for an early ratification of these conventions. 

The Government of the German Democratic Republic holds that it would 

correspond with the lofty aims of the International Human Rights Year 

proclaimed by the United Nations Organization and with the “Proclama- 

tion of Tehran” of the United Nations’ Conference on Human Rights 

of 13 Mai 1968 if the restrictive conditions of accession to the respective 

United Nations conventions were amended and harmonized with the 

principles and objectives of the United Nations. It is inconsistent with 

the basic principles of the United Nations, in particular with the principle 

of universality as enshrined in the UN Charter as well as the world-wide 

humanitarian objectives of human rights conventions if their universal 

application is substantially impeded by unjustified restrictive conditions 

of accession. 

The Government of the German Democratic Republic therefore expresses 

the hope that in the interests of successful world-wide efforts to maintain 

and safeguard peace and to promote political, economic, cultural and 

social cooperation among states and peoples, the restrictive conditions 

regarding accession to the above-mentioned United Nations conventions 

will be abolished in order to make participation possible for all states. 

The German Democratic Republic supports the efforts of the United 

Nations Organization to expedite the development of domestic legisla- 

tion in the field of human rights. A clear expression of this is the social- 

ist Constitution of the German Democratic Republic which became 
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effective on 9 April 1968 following a democratic referendum and which, 
like numerous specific laws of the German Democratic Republic, guaran- 
tees in a comprehensive way that the United Nations human rights con- 
ventions are implemented in the German Democratic Republic. 

I ask Your Excellency to bring this letter to the notice of all member 
states of the United Nations Organization. 


The German Democratic Republic and the United Nations, 1968/5, pp. 65/66. 


From the statement addressed by the GDR Government to 
the XXIII session of the UN General Assembly, regarding 
the draft Convention on the Non-Applicability of Statutory 
Limitations to War Crimes and Crimes against Humanity 


21 October 1968 


The Government of the German Democratic Republic has noted with 
satisfaction that the United Nations General Assembly, at its XXII ses- 
sion, has decided by a great majority in its Resolution 2338 of 18 De- 
cember 1967, “to give high priority to the completion of the draft Con- 
vention on the non-applicability of statutory limitations to war crimes 
and crimes against humanity with a view to its adoption at its XXIII ses- 
sion”’. 

The Government of the German Democratic Republic has carefully stud- 
ied the draft Convention on the non-applicability of statutory limitations 
to war crimes and crimes against humanity (document A/C. 3/L. 1503) 
submitted by the Joint Working Group of the Third and Sixth Commit- 
tees of the XXII session of the United Nations General Assembly and 
fully agrees with the principle affirmed in this document that there will 
be no period of limitation for the prosecution and punishment of war 
crimes and crimes against humanity. 

The adoption of this draft Convention would affirm the binding nature 
of a principle of accepted international law according to which all 
states without exception are obliged to track down, prosecute and 
adequately punish, through the competent courts, war criminals and 
persons who have committed crimes against humanity, regardless of the 
time at which these crimes were committed. This cogent rule of inter- 
national law (jus cogens), as reflected in the present draft Convention 
must not in any way be restricted in its effectiveness. 
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In previous years the Government of the German Democratic Republic 
has repeatedly informed the United Nations about its basic attitude 
towards the prosecution and punishment of Nazi and war criminals and 
about the measures carried out in this respect by the government depart- 
ments and courts in the German Democratic Republic. The Government 
of the German Democratic Republic reaffirms its view that the unlimited 
prosecution of all Nazi and war crimes in future therefore con- 
stitutes an important contribution to safeguarding peace. It states its 
readiness to accede, as soon as possible, to the Convention on the Non- 
Applicability of Statutory Limitations to War Crimes and Crimes against 
Humanity on the basis of the present draft (document A/C. 3/L. 1503). 
The unrelenting prosecution of all Nazi and war crimes in the German 
Democratic Republic is an expression of the German Democratic Re- 
public’s principled policy aimed at preserving and safeguarding peace. 
Acting frgm a sense of national responsibility and carrying out the 
international obligations deriving from the Potsdam Agreement and 
other documents of international law, the German Democratic Republic 
has extirpated imperialism, militarism and fascism, which are the 
breeding-ground of crimes against peace and humanity, and has estab- 
lished an anti-fascist and democratic social system which once and for 
all precludes any repetition of these crimes. 

The German Democratic Republic has, in complete conformity with the 
principles of international law affirmed in Resolution 2338 (XXII) of the 
United Nations General Assembly, laid down the following in its new 
Constitution of 8 April 1968: 

“The generally accepted norms of international law relating to the 
punishment of crimes against peace and humanity and of war crimes 
are directly valid law. Crimes of this kind do not fall under the statute 
of limitations.” 

This constitutional principle was specified in the Penal Code of the 
German Democratic Republic which came into force on 1 July 1968. In 
conformity with the Charter of the International Military Tribunal of 
Nuremberg of 8 August 1945 and other relevant international agree- 
ments, Chapter1 of the Special Section of the Penal Code defines the 
constituent facts of crimes against peace, humanity and war crimes. 
Section 84 of the Penal Code unequivocally stipulates that “crimes 
against peace, humanity and human rights, and war crimes” do not fall 
under the statute of limitations. 

Consistently applying this principle, the introductory law to the Penal 
Code explicitly provides that such crimes, if “committed before the 
Penal Code came into force, shall continue to be subject to prosecution 
on the basis of regulations of international law”. 
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Incidentally, these new legal provisions fully correspond to what the 
government bodies and courts in the German Democratic Republic have 
practised since its founding. 

Strictly adhering to the principle of not applying statutory limitations 
to Nazi and war crimes, government bodies of the German Democratic 
Republic have again recently brought to trial and justly punished a 
number of Nazi and war criminals who had been evading prosecution 
for more than two decades, among them Rudolf Zimmermann, an agent 
of the fascist security policy who committed war crimes and crimes 
against humanity among the Polish civilian population. 


The Government of the German Democratic Republic reaffirms its view 
as expressed in its statement to the XXIII session of the United Nations 
Human Rights Commission that the universal character of the principle 
of the non-applicability of statutory limitations to crimes against peace, 
war crimes and crimes against humanity, to be confirmed in the conven- 
tion, requires that all states without exception be given the opportunity 
to join this convention or declare their accession to it. 

The world-wide and unrelenting prosecution and punishment of all 
crimes against peace, war crimes and crimes against humanity—regard- 
less of when they were committed—is not only an essential prerequisite 
for protecting human rights and fundamental freedoms, but is at the 
same time a necessary step to secure peace and develop peaceful coopera- 
tion among all states. 


Foreign Affairs Bulletin, No. 31,5 November 1968, pp. 253/254. 


Statement made by a spokesman of the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs of the GDR on the occasion of the International Day 
for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination 


21 March 1969 


The German Democratic Republic fully supports the resolutions of the 
United Nations directed against colonialism and racism as well as the 
principles laid down in the International Convention on the Elimination 
of All Forms of Racial Discrimination of 21 December 1965. It is 
strongly in favour of the implementation of the measures adopted by 
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the UN General Assembly for the complete elimination of colonialism, 
neo-colonialism and all forms of racial discrimination and oppression. 
The GDR extends active and practical solidarity to the struggle of the 
peoples of Asia, Africa and Latin America against racism and colo- 
nalism. It refuses any relationship with the regime of apartheid in the 
Republic of South Africa and the racialist minority regime in Southern 
Rhodesia, and has for years now maintained no trade and communica- 
tions links with them, in strict compliance with the resolutions of the 
United Nations General Assembly and the Security Council. The GDR 
condemns most resolutely the new measures taken by the South 
African apartheid regime in violation of international law to further 
integrate South West Africa by taking over administrative and financial 
powers. 

In accordance with the demand set forth in the International Convention 
on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination “to pursue by 
all appropriate means and without delay a policy of eliminating racial 
discrimination in all its forms, and promoting understanding among 
all races”, the GDR has laid down the following principle in its socialist 
Constitution (Article 6, paragraph 5): 

“Militarist and revanchist propaganda in all forms, war-mongering and 
the manifestation of religious, racial and national hatred shall be 
punished as crimes.” 


The German Democratic Republic and the United Nations, 1969/6, pp. 35/36. 


From the main document adopted by the International Con- 
ference of Communist and Workers’ Parties in Moscow 
“Tasks at the Present Stage of the Struggle against Impe- 
rialism and United Action of the Communist and Workers’ 
Parties and All Anti-Imperialist Forces” 


17 June 1969 


The Conference of representatives of Communist and Workers’ Parties 
took place in Moscow at a very important juncture in world develop- 
ment. Powerful revolutionary processes are gathering momentum 
throughout the world. Three mighty forces of our time—the world 
socialist system, the international working-class and the national libera- 
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tion movement—are coming together in the struggle against imperial- 
ism. The present phase is characterized by growing possibilities for a 
further advance of the revolutionary and progressive forces. At the 
same time, the dangers brought about by imperialism, by its policy of 
ageression, are growing. Imperialism, whose general crisis is deepening, 
continues to oppress many people and remains a constant threat to 
peace and social progress. 


I. 


The core of the aggressive policy of imperialism is the drive to use all 
means to weaken the positions of socialism, suppress the national libera- 
tion movement, hamstring the struggle of the working people in the 
capitalist countries and halt the irreversible decline of capitalism. 


In its struggle against the national liberation movement, imperialism 
stubbornly defends the remnants of the colonial system, on the one 
hand, and, on the other, uses methods of neo-colonialism in an effort to 
prevent the economic and social advance of developing states, of 
countries which have won national sovereignty. To this end it supports 
reactionary circles, retards the abolition of the most backward social 
structures and tries to obstruct progress along the road to social- 
ism or along the road of progressive non-capitalist development 
which can open the way to socialism. The imperialists impose on these 
countries economic agreements and military-political pacts which 
infringe on their sovereignty; they exploit them through the export of 
capital, unequal terms of trade; the manipulation of prices, exchange 
rates, loans and various forms of so-called aid; and pressure by inter- 
national financial organizations. 

The gulf between the highly developed capitalist states and the 
majority of the other countries of the capitalist world is growing wider; 
hunger is an acute problem in a number of the latter. Imperialism 
provokes friction in developing countries and sows division between 
them by encouraging reactionary nationalism. Through anti-communism 
it tries to split the ranks of the revolutionaries in these countries and 
isolate them from their best friends—the socialist states and the 
revolutionary working-class movement in the capitalist countries. 
Through military-political blocs, military bases in foreign countries, 
economic pressure and trade blockades imperialism maintains tension 
in some areas of the world. It provides reactionary organizations with 
financial and political support and intensifies political oppression. It 
resorts to armed intervention, savage repression—especially in countries 
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where the struggle acquires the most acute forms and where the revolu- 
tionary forces fight arms in hand—counter-revolutionary conspiracies, 
reactionary and fascist coups, provocations and blackmail. 


Imperialism has become more active in a number of African countries. 
It tries to halt the growth of the liberation struggle and preserve and 
strengthen its positions in that continent. The British and French 
imperialists, and the imperialists of the USA, West Germany und Japan 
are making extensive use of neo-colonialist methods of economic, 
political and ideological infiltration and subjugation. The armed inter- 
vention in the Congo (Kinshasa), the reactionary coups in Ghana and 
some other countries, imperialist moves designed to dismember Nigeria, 
the political and military support given to reactionary and anti-national 
cliques, to the fascist and racialist regimes in the Republic of South 
Africa and Southern Rhodesia, the fomenting of inter-state conflicts 
and inter-tribal strife, economic pressure and monopoly expansion—all 
serve to further imperialist plans. The Portuguese colonialists, backed 
by NATO, try to keep their possessions by force of arms. 

US imperialism continues to step up its economic penetration, as well 
as its political, ideological and cultural intervention in the Latin Ame- 
rican countries. In alliance with the local reactionary forces it has been 
pursuing a policy designed to prevent the peoples from following the 
example of Cuba. It suppresses any step leading to economic and 
genuine political independence. 


Imperialism gave birth to fascism—the system of political terror and 
death camps. Wherever it can, imperialism wages an offensive against 
democratic rights and liberties; it tramples underfoot human dignity 
and cultivates racialism. 

Imperialism is responsible for the hardship and suffering of hundreds 
of millions of people. It is chiefly to blame for the fact that vast masses 
of people in Asian, African and Latin American countries are compelled 
to live in conditions of poverty, disease and illiteracy and under archaic 
social relations, and that entire nationalities are doomed to extinction. 
The course of social development shows that imperialism comes into 
conflict with the vital interests of workers by hand and by brain, of 
different social strata, peoples and nations. As a result, growing masses 
of working people, social movements and entire peoples are rising 
against imperialism. 

The working class, the democratic and revolutionary forces, the peoples 
must unite and act jointly in order to put an end to imperialism’s 
criminal actions which can bring still graver suffering to mankind.... 
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II. 


The collapse of the colonial system has considerably weakened the 
position of imperialism. In the past decade the role of the anti-imperialist 
movement of the peoples of Asia, Africa and Latin America in the world 
revolutionary process has continued to grow. In some countries, this 
movement is acquiring an anti-capitalist content. 

In many Asian and African countries the national liberation movement 
has entered a new phase. A large number of national states has emerged 
in this area, substantially altering the world political structure and 
changing the balance of power to the detriment of imperialism. The old 
colonial empires have been almost completely abolished. 

Of great importance for the future of Africa and the cause of peace is 
the liberation of southern Africa, one of the last areas of colonial 
domination. The armed struggle which is being waged in this area by 
the peoples of Angola, Mozambique, Guinea-Bissau, Zimbabwe, Namibia 
and South Africa is inflicting heavy blows on the coalition of fascist 
and racialist regimes, which are supported by the imperialists, and is 
opening up prospects for fresh big victories of the African revolution. 
The Arab liberation movement is playing an outstanding role in the 
battle-waged against world imperialism. It is exerting a positive influence 
on the entire movement against imperialism and neo-colonialism in the 
Middle East and Africa. The struggle of the Arab peoples against impe- 
rialism and the Israeli aggression is a part of the general struggle 
between the forces of freedom and socialism throughout the world, on 
the one hand, and world imperialism, on the other. 

The growth of the movement for national liberation, and the social 
progress of the peoples in this strategically important and oil-rich area, 
evokes the violent hatred of the imperialists and the oil monopolies, 
which are weaving a web of intrigues and plots against this movement, 
and resorting to wars and aggressive actions. 


Il. 

The struggle against the fascist regimes is an essential part of action 
against imperialism, for democratic freedoms. It is the common task 
of all democrats, of all champions of freedom, irrespective of their 
political views, world outlook or religious beliefs, to redouble real 
support for the national progressive forces fighting centres of reaction 
and fascism, such as the governments of Spain and Portugal, the 
reactionary colonels’ junta in Greece, the oligarchie military cliques 
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in Latin America, and all other tyrannical regimes in the service of 
US imperialism. 

We Communists again call on all honest men in the world to unite 
their efforts in the struggle against the man-hating ideology and practices 
of racialism. We call for the broadest possible protest movement against 
the most ignominious phenomenon of our time, the barbarous persecu- 
tion of the 25 million Negroes in the USA, the racialist terror in South 
Africa and Rhodesia, the persecution of the Arab population in occupied 
territory and in Israel, against racial and national discrimination, against 
Zionism, and anti-semitism, all of which are fanned reactionary capitalist 
forces and which they use to mislead the masses politically. 
Imperialism makes use of racialism to divide the peoples and maintain 
its rule. Wide sections of the people reject racialism and can be drawn 
into active struggle against it. In such action they will come to realize 
that eradication of racialism is closely connected with the struggle 
against imperialism and its ideological foundations. 


Documents Adopted by the International Conference of Communist and Work- 
ers’ Parties (Moscow, June 5—17, 1969) (Moscow 1969), pp. 9, 10, 12, 19/20, 
30, 43/44, 59/60. 


Telegram addressed by the Minister of Foreign Affairs of 
the GDR, Otto Winzer, to the President of the United Na- 
tions Security Council, Vernon Johnson Mwaanga, regard- 
ing the Namibia problem 


23 September 1969 


I have the honour to inform you that the Government of the German 
Democratic Republic welcomes the renewed discussion of the Namibia 
problem by the United Nations Security Council and fully supports 
resolution 269 (69) adopted on 12 August of this year. 

In conformity with the principles of the Charter and the resolutions 
of the United Nations the Government of the German Democratic 
Republic has always condemned the policy of colonialist. and racialist 
suppression and has also incorporated this principle in its socialist 
Constitution. Accordingly, the Government of the German Democratic 
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Republic also demands the cessation of the annexionist and suppressive 
policies pursued by the government of the Republic of South Africa 
in Namibia and the realization of the right of the peoples of that 
country to run their own affairs. It most strongly condemns the policy 
pursued by the governments of the West German Federal Republic and 
other imperialist states in support of the racialist regime of the Republic 
of South Africa against the people of Namibia, a policy continued in 
disregard of the resolutions of the UN Security Council and posing a 
constant threat to peace and security in the world. 

The Government of the German Democratic Republic reaffirms its 
readiness and determination to continue supporting the national libera- 
tion movement in Namibia to the best of its abilities. 


The German Democratic Republic and the United Nations, 1969/6, p. 32. 


Telegram addressed by the Minister of Foreign Affairs of 
the GDR, Otto Winzer, to the President of the United Na- 
tions Security Council, Vernon Johnson Mwaanga, regard- 
ing Portuguese aggression against Senegal 


12 December 1969 


I have the honour to inform you that the Government of the German 
Democratic Republic wholeheartedly supports the Security Council 
resolution of 9 December last condemning Portugal’s aggression against 
the Republic of Senegal. 

The Government of the GDR condemns the new invasion by Portuguese 
troops of a peaceful Senegalese village. This act of aggression against 
the Republic of Senegal is a flagrant violation of the Charter and resolu- 
tions of the United Nations. 

In line with its foreign policy principles, the Government of the German 
Democratic Republic calls for an end to Portuguese rule in Bissao, the 
cessation of all aggressive acts by Portugal and respect for the national 
sovereignty and integrity of Senegal. It condemns the aid given by the 
West German Federal Republic and other NATO states to Portugal in 
the form of arms supplies and declares its solidarity with the struggle 
of the peoples of Africa against Portuguese colonialism and for the 
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full implem2ntation of the UN Declaration on the Granting of Inde- 
pendence to Colonial Countries and Peoples. 

I request Your Excellency to bring this telegram to the notice of all 
members of the Security Council. 


The German Democratic Republic and the United Nations, 1969/6, p. 33. 


Telegram addressed by the Minister of Foreign Affairs of 
the GDR, Otto Winzer, to the President of the United Na- 
tions Security Council, Vernon Johnson Mwaanga, regard- 
ing Portuguese aggression against Senegal and Guinea 


19 December 1969 


The Government of the German Democratic Republic strongly condemns 
the acts of aggression which have recently been committed by the Por- 
tuguese colonial rulers against the independent African states of Senegal 
and Guinea in violation of the Security Council resolution of 9 December 
last. That is why it fully supports the request made by the United 
Nations General Assembly in its Resolution 2507 (XXIV) that the 
Security Council take immediate effective steps in the Portuguese-ruled 
territories toward an early implementation of the Declaration on the 
Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples. The impe- 
rialist colonial powers must once and for all be deprived of any 
possibility for aggressive acts by granting full independence to the 
peoples of Bissao, Mozambique and Angola who are held in bondage 
by Portugal and by eliminating the last vestiges of colonialism in 
Africa. 

I request Your Excellency to circulate this telegram as an official docu- 
ment of the Security Council. 


The German Democratic Republic and the United Nations, 1969/6, p. 34. 
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Statement by a spokesman of the Ministry of Foreign Af- 
fairs of the GDR regarding. the proclamation of the “Re- 
public of Rhodesia” 


16 March 1970* 


The “Republic of Rhodesia” was proclaimed in Zimbabwe on 2 March 
1970 by the racialist regime led by Ian Smith. By taking this measure 
after lengthy preparations the fascist racialists and their imperialist 
paymasters seek to give their rule over the four million exploited and 
oppressed Africans in Zimbabwe a semblance of “legality” to strengthen 
their power, and to safeguard the profits of domestic and foreign 
monopolies and the interests of the white landowners. Moreover, this 
move is aimed at expanding cooperation with the like-minded reaction- 
nary racialist regime in South Africa and with the Portuguese colonial 
power in Mozambique and Angola. In this way, fresh impetus is to be 
given to the unholy alliance against the national liberation movement 
in this part of Africa and against the independent African states. 

This development in Zimbabwe became possible because the racialists 
enjoy support from NATO states, including the West German Federal 
Republic. As in other cases, West Germany is again siding with those 
forces that trample underfoot the people’s right to self-determination 
and national independence. 

The spokesman went on to stress that the proclamation of the “Republic 
of Rhodesia” grossly violates resolutions of the United Nations and the 
Organization of African Unity regarding the respect for the right to 
self-determination of the African population of that country. 

“The German Democratic Republic does not recognize the proclamation 
of a ‘Republic of Rhodesia’ by the Smith minority regime and strongly 
protests against this measure. Proceeding from its basic political prin- 
ciples, the German Democratic Republic stands resolutely by the side of 
the African population of Zimbabwe who are waging a persevering 
struggle for the implementation of their inalienable rights to national 
independence and self-determination, against imperialism and colonial- 
ism”, the spokesman concluded. 


Foreign Affairs Bulletin, No. 8, 16 March 1970, p. 59. 
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Statement by a spokesman of the Ministry of Foreign Af- 
fairs of the GDR on the occasion of the International Day 
for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination 


21 March 1970 


In conformity with the Potsdam Agreement and the United Nations 
Charter the German Democratic Republic has since its foundation 
condemned racism, colonialism and neo-colonialism in any form. This 
principle has also been laid down in its socialist Constitution. In 
compliance with UN resolutions to this effect the GDR has severed all 
relations with the racialist regimes of the Republic of South Africa 
and Southern Rhodesia and fully supports the sanctions demanded by 
the UN General Assembly and the Security Council. It considers 
the proclamation of the so-called Republic of Rhodesia by a racialist 
white minority regime a flagrant violation of the right of the people 
of Zimbabwe to national independence and self-determination. The 
GDR strongly condemns the cruel campaign undertaken by the Portu- 
guese colonialists to bring to heel the peoples of Angola, Mozambique 
and Bissao and demands the consistent implementation of the UN Decla- 
ration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and 
Peoples. 

Filled with abhorrence and indignation, the GDR denounces US 
aggression and racist massacres in South Vietnam and also the oppression 
of about 30 million non-white people in the US itself. ... 

The GDR, which gives the peoples subjected to colonial rule and racist 
oppression every possible assistance, takes advantage of the Internation- 
al Day for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination to express once 
again its solidarity with the Asian, African and Latin American peoples 
fighting for their freedom and independence. It also calls upon the 
West German Federal Republic to strictly observe the principles and 
resolutions of the United Nations and to discontinue support it has 
granted the racist slave-owners very amply over a number of years. 
The GDR will do everything in its power to contribute to the full 
independence, equality of rights, freedom and self-determination of the 
peoples enslaved by imperialism. 


The German Democratic Republic and the United Nations, 1970/7, p. 49. 
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From the communiqué issued after the visit of GDR Foreign 
Affairs Minister, Otto Winzer, to the United Republic of 
Tanzania 


12 April 1970 


During his stay, the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the German Dem- 
ocratic Republic was received for talks by Dr. Julius K. Nyerere, Presi- 
dent of the United Republic of Tanzania, Abeid A. Karume, First Vice- 
President of the United Republic of Tanzania, Rashidi M. Kawawa, 
Second Vize-President of the United Republic of Tanzania, Chief Adam 
Sapi, Speaker of Parliament and other personalities. 


Both sides noted an identity of their views on a number of important 
international questions. They expressed their solidarity with the libera- 
tion struggle of the peoples of Africa still under colonial rule antl 
strongly condemned the racialist policy of the Government of South 
Africa, of the illegal Smith regime in Rhodesia and the colonial policy 
of Portugal as well as the support granted by the governments of some 
imperialist states to these regimes. 

Both sides stressed the necessity of safeguarding security and peace 
in Europe, as part of the struggle for world peace and security. 

In the talks agreement was reached on further expanding the friendly 
relations and cooperation existing between the German Democratic 
Republic and the United Republic of Tanzania. The talks were held 
in an atmosphere of frankness and mutual understanding. 

During the visit of the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the German 
Democratic Republic to the United Republic of Tanzania a trade agree- 
ment and an agreement on scientific and technological cooperation were 
signed. 


Foreign Affairs Bulletin, No. 13, 4 May 1970, p. 50. 
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Letter addressed by the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the 
GDR, Otto Winzer, to UN Secretary-General U Thant, re- 
garding the recognition of travel and identity documents for 
Namibians 


21 April 1970 


It is an honour for me to inform you that the authorities of the German 
Democratic Republic were instructed as early as on 14 April 1969 to 
recognize and accept as valid the travel and identity documents issued 
by the United Nations Council for Namibia to Namibians, subject to 
the visa requirements in force for the territory of the German Demo- 
cratic Republic. Thus it is again shown that the policy of the German 
Democratic Republic is completely in line with the progressive demands 
of the United Nations for overcoming colonialism and neo-colonialism 
as expressed in the proposals by the United Nations General Assembly 
(A/7624) and the United Nations General Assembly resolution 2517 
(XXIV). 

The German Democratic Republic will continue to do everything to 
support the people of Namibia in their struggle for independence and 
self-determination. 

I ask you to bring this information to the notice of the UN Council for 
Namibia and all member states of the United Nations Organization as an 
official document of the United Nations. 


The German Democratic Republic and the United Nations, 1970/7, p. 47. 
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Telegram addressed by the Minister of Foreign Affairs of 
the GDR, Otto Winzer, to the President of the United Na- 
tions Security Council regarding the arms embargo on the 
Republic of South Africa 


10 August 1970 


I have the honour to inform you that the Government of the German 
Democratic Republic, in the spirit of friendship and solidarity with the 
peoples of Africa and faithful to its traditional policy of fighting colonial- 
ism, neo-colonialism and racialism, fully supports and respects the 
resolution of the United Nations Security Council of 23 July 1970 
banning the delivery of arms to the Republic of South Africa. The 
German Democratic Republic, which broke off all relations with the 
Republic of South Africa long ago, will continue to strictly observe the 
ban on supplies of arms and other goods to the racialist regime in 
South Africa. 

The Government and the people of the German Democratic Republic 
vigorously condemn the decision of the British Government to resume 
and continue arms deliveries to South Africa. This decision is an affront 
to the UN and a flagrant violation of Security Council resolutions 
181/1963 and 191/1964 expressly urging all states to stop without delay 
the sale and delivery of arms, ammunition and other military equip- 
ment of any kind to the Republic of South Africa. The resumption of 
arms deliveries amounts to direct support for the racialist and colo- 
nialist oppression of the peoples of South Africa and Namibia; it 
threatens the independence of African states and is at the same time 
directed against the national liberation movement of the peoples of 
Zimbabwe, Angola, Mozambique and Guinea-Bissau. Thus, it also 
endangers peace and security in the world. 

In view of this situation, the Government of the German Democratic 
Republic again assures the peoples and states of Africa of its support in 
their struggle against all manifestations of the policy of colonial and 
racialist oppression, and for independence and self-determination. The 
German Democratic Republic will continue to fulfil without exception 
and reservation all United Nations resolutions aimed against the 
racialist and colonialist bloc in the South of Africa. 

I request you to circulate this telegram as an official document of the 
Security Council. 


The German Democratic Republic and the United Nations, 1970/7, p. 46. 
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Statement by the GDR Government to mark the tenth anni- 
versary of the adoption of the Declaration on the Granting 
of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples 


10 September 1970 


The Government of the German Democratic Republic takes advantage 
of the tenth anniversary of the adoption of the Declaration on the 
Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples to 
reaffirm that the German Democratic Republic resolutely advocates 
the complete elimination of the colonial system and the overcoming of 
any kind of colonial oppression and neo-colonialist exploitation. Acting 
in line with the principles laid down in its socialist Constitution and in 
accordance with the principles of the United Nations Charter, the 
German Democratic Republic consistently supports the efforts of the 
peoples aimed at gaining freedom, independence and national self- 
determination. 

In the decade that has elapsed since the Declaration was adopted, the 
majority of the territories once under colonial rule have gained inde- 
pendent nationhood. The German Democratic Republic has developed 
friendly relations and close, trusting cooperation with many of these 
young states on the basis of mutual respect for sovereignty and equality 
of rights. The GDR has been anxious to promote the creation of a sound 
basis for an independent development of these states in the political, 
economic, scientific, technological and cultural fields. The German Demo- 
cratic Republic will continue to contribute with all the resources and 
means at its disposal to the complete attainment of the humanitarian 
aims of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial 
Countries and Peoples. 

Along these lines, the Government of the German Democratic Republic 
has} on its own territory taken all the measures envisaged in United 
Nations resolutions with a view to implementing the Declaration. This 
applies, in particular, to the sanctions imposed by the United Nations 
against the racialist regimes in South Africa and Southern Rhodesia. 
The German Democratic Republic has long had no relations whatsoever 
with the racialist regimes in southern Africa. It has supported the 
struggle of the African population for equality of rights in many ways 
and in this spirit made a financial contribution to the UN Trust Fund 
for South Africa. 

There are still peoples who are not yet free from colonial oppression 
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and exploitation. The peoples of South Africa, Zimbabwe, and Namibia 
are still refused the right to decide their own destiny. Disregarding 
UN resolutions, Portugal, a NATO state, persists in its bloody war of 
oppression against the peoples of Angola, Mozambique, Guinea-Bissau 
and the Cap Verde Islands who are kept under the Portuguese colonial 
yoke. In South East Asia US imperialism has for many years waged a 
murderous war of extermination against peoples who have done no 
more than express their wish for self-determination and independence. 
The aggression of Israel and her imperialist allies against a number of 
Arab states is also aimed at holding up the free and independent develop- 
ment of these states and at forcing them into the yoke of neo-colonialist 
dependence. The Government of the German Democratic Republic 
takes advantage of the tenth anniversary of the adoption of the Declara- 
tion on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples 
to assure once again all the people fighting for freedom and independ- 
ence of its unrestricted solidarity. 

Hoping that the XXV session of the General Assembly will lay 
down such measures as serve the complete implementation of this 
significant Declaration, the Government of the German Democratic 
Republic calls attention to some of the most urgent issues and, in partic- 
ular, to the fact that: 

— brutal, military aggressions and acts of annexation on the part of 
some imperialist powers employing chemical and biological weapons 
of mass destruction endanger the freedom and independence of a 
number of states; 

— foreign economic and financial circles are creating relationships 
based on neo-colonialist exploitation and dependence in formerly 
colonial territories by resorting to economic and other means; 

— the annual increase in national income of a number of African and 
Asian states is offset by the immense burden of loan repayments 
to be made to imperialist states or to international organizations set 
up by them, this resulting in increased economic dependence and 
decline; 

— it is necessary to review the activities of some UN specialized 
agencies to see whether they can contribute more effectively to im- 
plementing the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to 
Colonial Countries and Peoples. 

The Government of the German Democratic Republic committed as it 

is to its avowed principles of foreign policy, declares that it will continue 

to support the resolutions of the United Nations General Assembly and 
its agencies which serve the implementation of the noble aims laid 
down in the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial 
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Countries and Peoples, and that it will do everything to advance their 
implementation. 


The German Democratic Republic and the United Nations, 1970/7, pp. 42/43. 


Message addressed by the Chairman of the GDR Council of 
State, Walter Ulbricht, to the General Assembly session 
marking the 25th anniversary of the world organization 


14 October 1970 


On behalf of the Council of State, the Council of Ministers and the 
people of the German Democratic Republic I convey to the anniversary 
session of the United Nations Organization my best wishes for further 
successful work for the benefit of mankind. 

On the occasion of the 25th anniversary of the foundation of the United 
Nations Organization the German Democratic Republic pays tribute to 
the wide-ranging efforts made by the organization to safeguard inter- 
national security and to maintain and strengthen world peace. 

The United Nations Organization, established as a result of the costly 
but victorious struggle vaged by the peoples and states of the anti- 
Hitler coalition against German imperialism and its allies in the Second 
World War, in its Charter set itself the noble aim of precluding new 
acts of aggression and saving succeeding generations from the scourge 
of war through a collective security system. In the 25 years since its 
foundation the Organization has by its activities helped to curb the 
forces of aggression and to prevent the outbreak of another world 
conflagration. 

The German Democratic Republic, the anti-imperialist, socialist German 
nation state committed to humanitarianism, peace and international 
understanding from the outset, has always actively supported the 
principles and purposes of the United Nations Charter and has 
translated them into practice in its territory. It has included in its 
socialist Constitution, as binding for all citizens, the rules of inter- 
national law which are formulated in the Charter and which serve 
peace and peaceful international cooperation, and it has made the 
highest principle of its policy to do everything to ensure that no more 
war will start from German soil. 
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The German Democratic Republic has consistently implemented the 
Potsdam Agreement, concluded at the same time, for the same reasons 
and in the same spirit as the Charter of the United Nations. As a conse- 
quence, militarism and fascism have been eradicated and fundamental 
socio-economic and political changes have been carried out that are 
essential to a genuine and lasting policy of peace. That is why this 
state, while not yet a member of the United Nations, has time and 
again stood up for the implementation of important international 
measures and treaties agreed upon at the Initiative or with the 
cooperation of the United Nations, and has often made available 
considerable resources for such purposes. 

The German Democratic Republic, which is staunchly committed to 
general and complete disarmament, has made an active contribution 
to the conclusion of the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear 
Weapons; it was one of the first states to sign it without any reser- 
vations and it ratified it quickly, thus helping to bring it into effect on 
5 March 1970. 

The German Democratic Republic, linked as it is in solidarity with 
the peoples fighting against imperialist aggression, condemns the dirty 
war of US imperialism and its allies against the peoples of Indochina 
and demands the complete withdrawal of the aggressors from this 
area. Likewise it condemns the aggression of Israel and its backers 
against the Arab states and demands that the resolution of the Security 
Council of 22 November 1967 be fulfilled at long last. 

The German Democratic Republic, in full accordance with the UN 
Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and 
Peoples, has rendered broad political, moral and material support to 
the peoples and national liberation movements fighting the racialist 
regimes in southern Africa and struggling to shake off the colonial yoke. 
It is developing an increasing scope of political and economic relations 
with Asian and African young nation-states and Latin American states 
striving to be free from imperialist exploitation and neo-colonialist 
dependence. 

On account of its peace policy consistently applying the principles and 
decisions of the United Nations, the German Democratic Republic has 
the indisputable right to equal membership in the world organization 
as well as its specialized agencies. Peace is indivisible and to maintain 
and secure it is a task of a universal nature. The past twenty-five years 
have given ample proof of how much the work and the efficacy of the 
United Nations are handicapped as this principle is still being offended 
against and states whose policies are consistent with the principles of 
the Charter are barred from equal cooperation and membership. The 
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experience of these twenty-five years confirms that the principle of 
universality in the Charter of the United Nations is rightly considered 
to be so highly important. 

The German Democratic Republic applied for admission to the United 
Nations Organization on 28 February 1966. It placed on record its 
readiness to assume and fulfil conscientiously the duties ensuing from 
the United Nations Charter. On the occasion of the twenty-fifth anniver- 
sary of the United Nations’ foundation the GDR renews and reaffirms 
this readiness as it is convinced that in the interest of peace and peaceful 
international cooperation its admission to the United Nations and its 
specialized agencies brooks no delay. The consolidation of international 
security, détente and the development of normal relations among states 
call urgently for general respect for the principle of sovereign equality 
of states, the removal of any kind of discrimination and the implementa- 
tion of the United Nations’ universality. 

The German Democratic Republic has proposed to the Federal Republic 
of Germany that it should also apply for membership in the United 
Nations. The admission of the GDR and the FRG to the United Nations 
Organization would undoubtedly improve the conditions for establishing 
relations of peaceful coexistence between the two neighbour states and 
would thus also contribute to security in Europe, for the sake of all 
peoples. 

The Council of State, the Council of Ministers and the people of the 
German Democratic Republic take occasion of the twenty-fifth anniver- 
sary of the United Nations’ fully exercising its sovereign rights and 
duties, will continue to make every effort to get the primary objective 
of the United Nations—to secure peace and develop international peace- 
ful cooperation—fulfilled with all states cooperating on an equal 
footing. 

I ask you, Mr. President, to bring this message to the notice of all 
member states of the United Nations Organization and to have it 
circulated as official document of the General Assembly. 


The German Democratic Republic and the United Nations, 1970/7, pp. 7—9. 


168 


From the message of good wishes sent by the Chairman of 
the GDR Council of State, Walter Ulbricht, to the 9th Coun- 
cil meeting of the Afro-Asian Peoples’ Solidarity Organiza- 
tion 


16 November 1970* 


The German Democratic Republic bases its policy on the inseparable 
link existing between the struggle for peace, social progress and 
national independence and the struggle against imperialist aggression, 
colonialism and neo-colonialism. Active solidarity with the liberation 
struggle of the peoples of Asia and Africa is an inseparable part of 
this policy. 

In pursuing this policy the German Democratic Republic finds itself 
in complete harmony with the UN Declaration on the Granting of 
Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples as well as with the 
appeals issued and the decisions taken by the summit conferences of 
the Organization of African Unity. 

The German Democratic Republic reiterates its profound sympathy and 
support for the just struggle of the peoples of Indochina, and demands 
the complete withdrawal from South Vietnam, Laos and Cambodia of 
the US aggressors and their satellites. 

It likewise condemns Israel’s and her imperialist allies’ aggression 
against the Arab peoples and states. It demands the immediate 
withdrawal of the Israeli occupation forces in compliance with the 
Security council resolution adopted on 22 November 1967. 

The German Democratic Republic stands in solidarity by the peoples 
fighting the racist regimes of Pretoria and Salisbury and by the national 
liberation movements struggling to throw off the colonial yoke in 
Guinea-Bissau, Angola, Mozambique and Namibia. 

Close and fraternal political, economic and cultural relations are 
developing between the German Democratic Republic and the states of 
Africa and Asia thanks to their common anti-imperialist struggle. 

I am convinced that your meeting will contribute toward the further 
consolidation of the unity of all anti-imperialist forces, and serve active 
support for the peoples in their struggle for national independence, 
peace, democracy and social progress. 


Foreign Affairs Bulletin,*No. 33, 25 November 1970, p. 257. 
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Telegram addressed by the Minister of Foreign Affairs of 
the GDR, Otto Winzer, to the President of the UN Security 
Council, Dr George J. Tomeh, concerning the Southern Rho- 
desian question 


17 November 1970 


The Government of the German Democratic Republic regards the 
renewed consideration of the situation in Southern Rhodesia by the 
Security Council of the United Nations as an expression of the efforts 
made to implement the action programme for the full implementation 
of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial 
Countries and Peoples A/RES/ 2621 (XXV) proclaimed at the XXV 
session of the General Assembly. 

The Government and the people of the German Democratic Republic 
resolutely condemn the disregarding of the Security Council resolutions 
against the racist minority régime in Southern Rhodesia by a number 
of imperialist states who by their continued support for the Smith 
régime in Salisbury make themselves accessories to the oppression and 
exploitation of the people of Zimbabwe. 

The German Democratic Republic therefore welcomes the request of the 
General Assembly to the Security Council contained in Resolution 2621 
(XXV) to extend sanctions according to Article 41 of the UN Charter 
and to take measures for the strict observance of the arms embargo 
imposed against Southern Rhodesia. In this way the cooperation between 
the racist régimes of Southern Rhodesia, the Republic of South Africa 
and the Portuguese colonial régime, a cooperation which endangers 
the peace and independence of the African states, could be counteracted 
and the people of Zimbabwe supported in their struggle for self-deter- 
mination. 

True to its consistent anti-imperialist and anti-colonial policy, in 
accordance with the principles and resolutions of the United Nations, 
the German Democratic Republic resolutely supports unqualified 
compliance on the part of all states with the measures decided by the 
Security Council to overcome the racist oppression of the people of 
Zimbabwe. It will also in the future continue to refuse any recognition 
to the illegal régime in Southern Rhodesia and refrain from establishing 
relations of any kind with it. 
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I ask Your Excellency to circulate this document as an official document 
of the Security Council. 


German text in: Die Deutsche Demokratische Republik und die Vereinten 
Nationen, 1970/7, p. 59. 


Telegram addressed by Otto Winzer, Minister of Foreign 
Affairs of the GDR, to the President of the XXV session of 
the United Nations General Assembly, Edvard Hambro, re- 
garding the adoption of the Declaration on Principles of 
International Law concerning Friendly Relations and Co- 
operation among States in Accordance with the Charter of 
the United Nations 


23 November 1970* 


The German Democratic Republic notes with satisfaction that the 
XXV session of the United Nations General Assembly has adopted the 
Declaration on Principles of International Law concerning Friendly 
Relations and Cooperation among States in Accordance with the Charter 
of the United Nations. 

It welcomes the codification and progressive development of principles 
of international law on whose strict observance by all states the 
strengthening of peace and international security largely depends. 

The German Democratic Republic considers the Declaration a form of 
effective support for the struggle of all peace-loving peoples and states 
for the immediate cessation of aggression against the Vietnamese people 
and the Arab peoples and for the elimination of the consequences of 
these imperialist aggressions. 

The Declaration underlines the inalienable right of all peoples to 
independence and statehood. The German Democratic Republic holds 
the view that the unrestricted enforcement of this principle will 
effectively help the peoples still forcibly oppressed by colonialism, neo- 
colonialism and racism. 

The principles of international law concerning friendly relations and 
cooperation among states, reaffirmed and formulated in concrete terms 
in the Declaration, are of primary importance for guaranteeing peace 
and security in Europe. Together with other states the German Demo- 
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cratic Republic is making great efforts to ensure that the principles 
of international law as codified in the Declaration will also be effectively 
and unrestrictedly applied, in accordance with the UN Charter, in rela- 
tions among all European states. The acknowledgement by the United 
Nations General Assembly of the basic principles of accepted inter- 
national law constitutes a rebuff to the revanchist forces hostile to 
détente which have made the changing of the territorial status quo in 
Europe their programme and oppose relations based on equal rights 
and international law among all European states. 

The German Democratic Republic, which since its foundation has been 
guided by the principles of the UN Charter and consistently fulfilled 
the international obligations ensuing from the Potsdam Agreement and 
other documents of the anti-Hitler coalition, has inscribed in its socialist 
Constitution the generally accepted rules of international law serving 
peace and peaceful cooperation among states. In consistently pursuing 
this policy, the German Democratic Republic will also in future do 
everything it can to ensure that all states refrain in their international 
relations from the threat or use of force against the territorial integrity 
or political independence of any other state. 

The German Democratic Republic will continue to stand unswervingly 
for the full implementation of the principle of sovereign equality 
according to which all states are equal members of the international 
community. It will continue to adhere strictly to the principle 
committing all states to universal cooperation without any discrimina- 
tion, as well as the other tenets of international law codified in the 
Declaration. 

Appreciating the importance of the document, the German Democratic 
Republic declares its readiness to accede to the Declaration on Principles 
of International Law concerning Friendly Relations and Cooperation 
among States in Accordance with the Charter of the United Nations. 

I ask Your Excellency to bring this telegram to the notice of all member 
states of the United Nations und to have it circulated as an official 
document of the General Assembly concerning the item “Consideration 
of Principles of International Law concerning friendly relations and 
cooperation among States in Accordance with the Charter of the United 
Nations”, 


Foreign Affairs \Bulletin, No. 33, 25 November 1970, pp. 253/254. 
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From documents adopted by the Berlin Session of the Polit- 
ical Consultative Committee of the signatory states of the 
Warsaw Treaty 


2 December 1970 


The People’s Republic of Bulgaria, the Czechoslovak Socialist Republic, 
the German Democratic Republic, the Hungarian People’s Republic, the 
Polish People’s Republic, the Socialist Republic of Romania and the 
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics represented at the Berlin Session 
of the Political Consultative Committee of the Warsaw Treaty States 
state in connection with the colonialist aggression against the Republic 
of Guinea: 

Imperialism has committed a new crime against free Africa. On 22 No- 
vember Portuguese colonialists launched an armed aggression against 
a sovereign state and a member of the United Nations: the Republic 
of Guinea. 

The aim of this adventure, which constitutes a grave violation of ele- 
mentary norms of international law, is to overthrow the progressive 
regime in Guinea, to bar the Guinean people’s road towards the con- 
struction of a new life and again to put on them the shackles of foreign 
oppression. At the same time imperialists are also striking at other 
independent African states. They have still not given up their attempts 
to establish there an order which would enable them to pursue a neo- 
colonialist policy of plundering and exploiting whole peoples. 

The aggressors also intend to halt the liberation struggle of the peoples 
of Guinea-Bissau, Angola, Mozambique, South Africa, Zimbabwe and 
Namibia who are shaking off the chains of colonial and racial oppression 
and want to be masters of their own destiny. The Portuguese colonialists, 
in staging their armed attack on the Republic of Guinea, have taken 
over the role of a shock troop and tool of imperialist forces and all 
those aiming at the riches of the African continent. 

Portugal would never have decided to take such impudent action 
without the connivance and support of those imperialist forces which 
have been rearming that country, determining its policy and also aiding 
and abetting its attempts to smother the national liberation movement. 
Part of the weapons used by the Portuguese mercenaries attacking the 
sovereign Guinean state come from NATO arsenals. 

This imperialist adventure will fail. The people of Guinea, with the 
help of the friendly African and socialist countries and all progressive 
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and anti-imperialist forces, will successfully repel armed intervention 
and defend their right to an independent development. 

Imperialist aggression against Guinea is renewed proof of how urgent 
it is to eliminate the colonialist and racialist regimes speedily and 
completely. Colonialism is a threat to the peace and security of all 
peoples. As long as there remains one single colonialist regime on 
African soil and unless all troops are withdrawn from this territory 
and all military bases dismantled the peaceful and free development 
of the African states will be endangered. The complete elimination of 
colonialism and racism will come about the sooner the more determined 
the stand of the independent African countries and peoples, including 
in the Organization of African Unity, and the greater the unity of 
action of all forces in the anti-imperialist movement. 

The participants in the Session strongly condemn the aggression against 
the Republic of Guinea and the other criminal actions of imperialists 
and neo-colonialists. They reaffirm their solidarity with the Guinean 
people’s and all African peoples’ just struggle for freedom and progress 
and for the full implementation of the United Nations Declaration on 
the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples. In their 
fight for liberation the African peoples can rely on continuing help 
from the states of the socialist community. 


Foreign Affairs Bulletin, No. 35, 14 December 1970, p. 272. 


Letter addressed by the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the 
GDR, Otto Winzer, to the President of the XXV session of 
the UN General Assembly regarding the report of the Coun- 
cil for Namibia 


7 December 1970 


In a letter dated 21 April 1970 I informed the Secretary-General of the 
United Nations that “the authorities of the German Democratic Republic 
were instructed as early as 14 April 1969 to recognize and accept as 
valid the travel and identity documents issued by the United Nations 
Council for Namibia to Namibians, subject to the visa requirements 
valid for the territory of the German Democratic Republic”. The 
President of the United Nations Council for Namibia was also informed 
of that step by the German Democratic Republic. 
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I was surprised to note, however, that the Report (A/8024) of the 
Council for Namibia presented to the United Nations General Assembly 
does not list the German Democratic Republic among the states declaring 
recognition of the travel and identity documents issued by the Council 
to Namibians. 

It is contradictory to the UN Charter’s principle of sovereign equality 
of states and detrimental to the Namibian people’s interests if the 
United Nations Organization does not report the German Democratic 
Republic’s support for the measures taken by the United Nations Council 
for Namibia. 

May I therefore express the hope that the regrettable omission in 
Report A/8024 be rectified and this telegram be circulated as an official 
document relating to item 62 b of the agenda of the XXV Session of the 
United Nations General Assembly. 


The German Democratic Republic and the United Nations, 1970/7, p. 48. 


Statement by a spokesman of the Ministry of Foreign Af- 
fairs of the GDR regarding the implementation of the UN 
Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial 
Countries and Peoples 


14 December 1970 


In an official statement addressed to the XX’V session of the UN General 
Assembly the Government of the German Democratic Republic has 
already made it clear that it is fully committed to the complete eradica- 
tion of the colonial system and the overcoming of colonial oppression 
and neo-colonialist exploitation. 

The German Democratic Republic approves of and supports the pro- 
gramme of action adopted, by the UN General Assembly during its 
XXV session to ensure full implementation of this significant declara- 
tion. It considers this action programme an important contribution by 
the United Nations’ anniversary session toward the definitive elimina- 
tion of all the remnants of colonialism and every form of neo-colonial- 
ism. 

In particular, the German Democratic Republic backs the demands for 
the strict observance of all the measures and sanctions adopted by the 
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Security Council against the racist and colonialist regimes of South 
Africa, Southern Rhodesia and Portugal, and for the extension of these 
sanctions as reaffirmed in the action programme. 

Only all-round support from the NATO powers, above all from the 
United States, Great Britain and the FRG, enables these regimes to keep 
up their brutal oppression of the African peoples of Namibia, Zimbabwe, 
Angola, Mozambique and Guinea-Bissau in defiance of all the United 
Nations’ resolutions and demands. That is why the immediate cessation 
of every kind of aid, particularly of weapons deliveries, to the colonialist 
and racist regimes in southern Africa is a decisive precondition for the 
implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to 
Colonial Countries and Peoples. 

The German Democratic Republic is concerned to see that the imperialist 
powers have stepped up their efforts to check the process of liberating 
the peoples from colonial oppression and to reverse the progressive, 
anti-imperialist development in the independent states of Asia, Africa 
and Latin America. They do not even shrink from armed intervention 
and aggression; they threaten the liberty and independence of these 
states and endanger peace and security in the world. 

The outrageous invasion of the Republic of Guinea by imperialist 
mercenaries acting on behalf of Portugal is such an attempt to destroy 
the independence of an African state. It shows the threat which the 
continued existence of vestiges of colonialism poses to the independent 
African states. This has also been confirmed by the UN fact-finding 
commission whom GDR diplomats supported effectively in their work 
by supplying facts and evidence. 

The German Democratic Republic welcomes the Security Council’s 
resolution of 8 December 1970 which condemns Portugal for the aggres- 
sion committed against Guinea, and backs the demand that Portugal 
immediately compensate Guinea for the damage inflicted. 

The Portuguese colonial regime could never have dared to undertake 
this criminal aggression without comprehensive military, economic and 
moral support from its NATO allies. 

The FRG, for example, supplied Portugal with over: 200 million marks’ 
worth of arms and other military equipment. FRG monopolies own 
44 per cent of the capital that has been sunk into the Cabora Bassa dam 
in Mozambique and so have the biggest share in this project which is 
being built with the object of consolidating the rule of the Portuguese 
colonialists and the white racists in southern Africa and counteracting 
the national liberation movement in Angola, Mozambique and 
Namibia. 

The German Democratic Republic is of the opinion that the unqualified 
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implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence 
to Colonial Countries. and Peoples and the resolutions adopted by the 
UN to this effect brook no delay. Acting in accordance with the anti- 
imperialist principles of its foreign policy, the German Democratic 
Republic has always fully supported all the United Nations’ resolutions 
and measures against colonialism and racism, and has observed them 
strictly in the practice of its international relations. 

Together with all the Warsaw Treaty countries that attended the Political 
Consultative Committee meeting in Berlin, the German Democratic 
Republic emphatically condemned the imperialist provocations staged 
against the independent states of Africa, It demands, together with these 
states, the immediate and complete eliminations of colonialism and 
racism, and assures the peoples who are fighting for liberty and 
progress of its solidarity. 


The German Democratic Republic and the United Nations, 1970/7, pp. 44/45. 


From a statement made by a spokesman of the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs of the GDR on the International Day for the 
Elimination of Racial Discrimination 


21 March 1971 


Since its foundation the German Democratic Republic has devoted a 
special measure of attention to the struggle against all forms of racial 
discrimination. The anti-Nazi and anti-racialist decisions of the anti- 
Hitler coalition have been carried out conscientiously and in their 
entirety within its territory. 

Thus, the GDR has created all the guarantees—both socio-economic and 
juridical—to prevent any resurgence of racism and Nazism. The GDR’s 
policy rests on the objectives and principles of the United Nations 
Charter, an it is aimed at cooperation on an equal footing with all 
peoples and races. 

The German Democratic Republic feels itself closely allied with the 
peoples fighting for the removal of all forms of social and racial 
oppression in the struggle against imperialism, and it extends active 
solidarity to them. 


The German Democratic Republic and the United Nations, 1971/8, p. 45. 
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Press release concerning the establishment of the GDR Com- 
mittee for the Observance of the International Year for Ac- 
tion to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination 


27 April 1971 


In response to UN General Assembly Resolution 2544 (XXIV) a GDR 
Committee for the Observance of the International Year of Action to 
Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination has been established in Berlin 
on 27 April 1971. It comprises leading political and public figures of the 
German Democratic Republic. Dr Heinrich Toeplitz, President of the 
Supreme Court of the GDR and Deputy Chairman of the Christian 
Democratic Union (CDU), was elected chairman of this national 
committee. 

The national committee of the GDR set itself the task of supporting in 
every way possible the objective of the International Year of Action 
and to coordinate all measures taken by official institutions and non- 
state organizations in the GDR. 

The following personalities belong to the Committee: 

Dr Heinrich Toeplitz, Chairman 

Dr Alexander Abusch, Deputy Chairman of the GDR Council of 
Ministers 

Dr Rudolf Agsten, Secretary of the Central Executive of the Liberal 
Democratic Party of Germany (LDPD), Chairman of the Foreign Affairs 
Committee of the GDR People’s Chamber 

Helmut Aris, President of the Association of Jewish Communities in 
the GDR 

Wolfgang Beyreuther, member of the Presidium and Secretary of the 
National Executive of the Confederation of Free German Trade Unions 
(FDGB) 

Frank Bochow, Secretary of the Central Council of the Free German 
Youth (FDJ) 

Harry Czepuck, Chairman of the Union of German Journalists (VDJ) 
Siegfried Dallmann, member of the Central Executive and Secretary of 
the Executive Committee of the National Democratic Party of Germany 
(NDPD) 

Werner Kirchhoff, Vice-President of the National Council of the National 
Front 

Dr Gerhard Lotz, senior consistorial councillor 

Friedel Malter, Chairman of the GDR Committee for Human Rights 
Ewald Moldt, Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs of the GDR 
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Professor Albert Norden, member of the Politbureau and Secretary 
of the Central Committee of the Socialist Unity Party of Germany (SED) 
Werner Riimpel, Secretary-General of the GDR Peace Council 

Anna Seghers, President of the German Writers’ Union 

Heinz H. Schmidt, Chairman of the Afro-Asian Solidarity Committee 
of the GDR 

Professor Peter Alfons Steiniger, President of the GDR League for the 
United Nations 

Ilse Thiele, Chairman of the Women’s Democratic Federation of Ger- 
many (DFD) 

Dr. Paul Wandel, President of the International Friendship League of 
the GDR 

Stephan Zagrodnik, member of the Presidium and Secretary of the 
National Executive of the Democratic Farmers’ Party of Germany 
(DBD) 


Hasso Zimmermann, Secretary of the Committee 


The German Democratic Republic and the United Nations, 1971/8, pp. 46/47. 


From a statement issued by the GDR Committee for the 
Observance of the International Year for Action to Combat 
Racism and Racial Discrimination 


27 April 1971 


In full agreement with Government policy and in the awareness of the 
sympathy and solidarity extended by the people of the GDR to members 
of all races and nations, public figures of the GDR have founded a 
national Committee to stimulate and coordinate activities against racism 
and racial discrimination. 

The resolution of the United Nations General Assembly calling for the 
observance of the year 1971 as International Year of Action to Combat 
Racism and Racial Discrimination has met with strong support in the 
German Democratic Republic, the Socialist German nation-state whose 
policy is in full accord with the aims and principles of the United Nations 
Charter. 

Like all other anti-imperialist forces in the world the personalities 
represented on the Committee consider the struggle against racism and 
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racial discrimination an important part of the struggle for peace and 
against the aggressive policy of imperialism. 

The humanist socialist system in the German Democratic Republic is 
based on respect for human rights. The policy of our Government has 
always been directed at guaranteeing and ensuring the foremost and 
most comprehensive of all human rights—peace. 

True to the legacy of the German antifascists, the principles of the anti- 
Hitler coalition as laid down in the Potsdam Agreement and in thle 
United Nations Charter have been made the solid foundation of domestic 
and foreign policy in the GDR. 

The lessons drawn from the hideous crimes of the racist Nazi regime 
have been drawn in the GDR. All manifestations of racist ideology and 
practice are prohibited under the terms of the Constitution, those 
provisions being strictly implemented. 

It can be stated with satisfaction that the GDR’s policy of serving peace, 
security and international understanding is in full agreement with the 
aspirations of all peoples struggling against imperialist aggression and 
oppression, racism, racial discrimination, Nazism, neo-Nazism, colonial- 
ism and neo-colonialism. 

The people and the Government of the German Democratic Republic 
extend unshakable solidarity to the people of Vietnam engaged in a 
heroic battle for their freedom and condemn the barbarous war of the 
USA which has of late been extended to the whole of Indochina. 

The refusal of the rulers of Israel to withdraw unconditionally from the 
illegally occupied Arab regions and to agree to a political settlement for 
peace in the Middle East has aroused indignation in our republic. There 
must be a quick end to the violations of human rights by the Israeli 
occupants. 

We also protest against such disgraceful anachronisms as the continued 
racist terror in the USA, and in Rhodesia, the apartheid policy of the 
South African Republic and Portugal’s colonial war in Mozambique, 
Angola and Guinea-Bissau which is in violation of international law. 
The people of the GDR support the struggle of the Black Communist 
Angela Davis for democracy and against the racial oppression of the 
40 million non-white people in the USA, and they demand the immediate 
release of this young democrat. 


All states and peoples are called upon to multiply their efforts to 
abolish racism, racial discrimination, Nazism and colonial oppression 
during the International Year of Action to Combat Racism and Racial 
Discrimination. 

We can point with justified pride to the fact that the German Demo- 
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cratic Republic has gained international recognition and confidence by 
pursuing a policy of unwavering solidarity with the peoples fighting 
against imperialism, racism, Nazism and -colonialism. Because of its 
consistent peace policy the GDR is entitled to take part on a basis of 
equality in the activities of the United Nations. Membership of the 
GDR in the UN, its organs and specialized agencies and its accession 
to UN conventions would be an important contribution to strengthening 
the role of the ‘United Nations and thus, the entire anti-imperialist 
front. 

The Committee of the GDR for the observance of this year of action 
calls upon public opinion and on all citizens of the German Democratic 
Republic to display active solidarity with the peoples fighting for their 
freedom and independence by launching a variety of initiatives, thus 
making a fitting contribution to the International Year of Action to 
Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination proclaimed by the United 
Nations. 


The German Democratic Republic and the United Nations, 1971/8, pp. 48—50. 


Communiqué on an international seminar organized by the 
GDR League for the United Nations on the subject “The 
importance of the UN resolutions for action against racism, 
racial discrimination and neo-colonialism” 


6 May 1971 


I. 

On 6 May 1971, the League for the United Nations in the German Demo- 
cratic Republic organized a seminar at Potsdam-Babelsberg, GDR, to 
mark the International Year of Action to Combat Racism and Racial 
Discrimination initiated by the United Nations. 

The subject of the Seminar was “The importance of the UN resolutions 
for action against racism, racial discrimination and neo-colonialism”. 
Representatives of the following countries took part in the seminar: 
Algeria, Argentina, Ethiopia, Ghana, Gambia, Guinea, India, Israel, Ma- 
dagascar, Nigeria, Lebanon, Somalia, Democratic Republic of Sudan, 
Syrian Arab Republic, United Arab Republic, Zambia, 
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as well as representatives of the following international and national 
organizations: 

World Peace Council, Organization for African Unity, UGTA, ICATU, 
Afro-Asian People’s Solidarity Organization, African National Congress, 
national societies for the United Nations and representatives of national 
trade unions of various countries, representatives of the Executive 
Committee of WFUNA in a private capacity. 

Three members of the UN Special Committee on Apartheid who con- 
tributed to the work of the seminar were given an especially warm 
welcome. 

Among the representatives of the German Democratic Republic was 
the Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs of the GDR, Ewald Moldt, who 
gave the welcoming address to the participants of the seminar. The 
main lecture was delivered by Mr Olivier, Vice-President of the 
GDR-UNA on the subject: “The importance of UN resolutions in the 
struggle against racism, racial discrimination and colonialism.” 

The participants expressed their appreciation of a message from Mr 
Horace Perera, Secretary General of WFUNA, saying that the initiative 
of the United Nations League in the GDR for the International Year 
of Action to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination as well as the 
objectives of the Seminar were fully endorsed. The seminar then 
entered into fruitful discussions and concluded by adopting the following 
statement: 


II. 

1. The participants welcomed the United Nations’ initiative to mark the 
year 1971 as International Year of Action to Combat Racism and 
Racial Discrimination. They stressed their firm determination to 
contribute through joined actions to its success. 

2. The participants believe that racism and racial discrimination must 
be rejected as obnoxious, that they form an integral part of imperial- 
ism, of its system of oppression and economic exploitation and that 
they are used to provoke disunity among freedom fighters in their 
struggle for political liberation and economic emancipation. 

3. Angrily rejecting racism, racial discrimination and neo-colonialism 
as running counter to the basic principles of human rights, the 
participants urgently call for effective action against all racist and 
colonialist minority régimes, particularly the detestable and vicious 
apartheid system in South Africa; 

— condemnation of Israel’s aggression against the Arab countries 
and of its violations of basic human rights in the occupied Arab 
territories; 
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— effective and immediate implementation of relevant resolutions 
of the UN Security Council and the General Assembly; 

— strengthening of the UN by adherence to the principle of uni- 
versality, all states being granted the right to join the world 
organization; 

— consistent struggle against Nazism in all its present forms and 
manifestations; 

— condemnation of Portuguese aggression against the Republic 
of Guinea and expression of solidarity with the people of Guinea 
in their struggle against foreign invasion; 

— effective support for the national. liberation movement against 
the racist system in South Africa; 

— manifestations of solidarity with all peoples still under the yoke 
of racism, colonialism and neo-colonialism; 

— solidarity and coordination of all forces, including the non- 
governmental organizations such as WFUNA. 

The Conference appeals to all UN bodies, to all non-governmental inter- 
national organizations and to all peace-loving nations to mark the Inter- 
national Year of Action against Racism and Racial Discrimination in an 
appropriate manner. 


ITT. 

The GDR League for the United Nations will prepare a summary record 
of the proceedings and deliberations of this seminar and submit it 
along with the recommendations adopted to the UN bodies concerned 
and to WFUNA so that they may initiate further action. 


The German Democratic Republic and the United Nations, 1971/8, pp. 51—53. 
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From a speech given by the Deputy Minister of Foreign Af- 
fairs of the GDR, Ewald Moldt, at an international seminar 
organized by the GDR League for the United Nations to 
mark the International Year for Action to Combat Racism 
and Racial Discrimination proclaimed by the UN’ 


6 May 1971 


The people and the Government of the German Democratic Republic 
have heard and approved the call the United Nations Organization has 
issued to all states to make 1971 the International Year to Combat 
Racism and Racial Discrimination. 

It is in the spirit of its policy of fraternal alliance with all the world’s 
forces fighting imperialism and oppression that the socialist German 
nation-state is giving unrestricted support to the concern of the Inter- 
national Year. 

The German Democratic Republic, a state which owes its existence to 
the Soviet Union’s heroic set of liberation and to a long and costly 
struggle against the disastrous policies of German imperialism, has 
eradicated within its territory the sinister ideology of Nazism and all 
manifestations of warmongering, defamation of other nations and 
racialism. For the first time in history there exists on German soil a 
state committed to a policy of peace, security and international under- 
standing. The fight against racism and racial discrimination is one of 
the fundamental principles of the GDR’s entire policy. 

As a state which is not a member of the United Nations, the German 
Democratic Republic has left no stone unturned to assist the UN in the 
implementation of every measure aimed against the disgrace of colonial- 
ism and racism. The constructive contributions it has made toward the 
world organization’s work have been instrumental in proving time and 
again that it is both willing and able to become a member of the United 
Nations. The GDR has an incontestable right to, and all the qualifications 
required for membership in this body. 

In seeking membership in the United Nations, its organs, and specialized 
agencies the GDR is guided by the idea that universality of the UN 
is one of the decisive conditions for attaining the objectives the world 
organization has set itself in its struggle against the national and racial 
oppression of peoples. 


1 Source did not contain full text. 
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The United States and its closest allies are ignoring the resolutions the 
world organization has adopted against colonialism and racism. For 
example, the Federal Republic of Germany currently transacts over 
1,600 million marks’ worth of trade with the Republic of South Africa 
and is that country’s third biggest trading partner—the first and second 
places going to the United States and Great Britain. The over 1,000 mil- 
lion marks of capital that West German companies have hitherto sunk 
into South Africa provide ample proof of the close cooperation existing 
between Bonn and Pretoria, as well as of the West German monopolies’ 
involvement in the Republic of South Africa. This fact is all the more 
worthy of note since most of these investments were made in branches 
of industry serving the establishment of a nuclear and missile industry. 
Five of the FRG’s biggest companies have invested more than 500 million 
marks in the construction of the Cabora Bassa dam in Mozambique, 
i.e., their financial participation covers one third of all the expenditure 
this project involves. The FRG has also supported Portugal in the 
colonial wars she is waging in Africa by supplying that country with 
nearly 200,000,000 marks’ worth of arms. The extent to which the FRG 
and Lisbon are connected with one another was most strikingly illus- 
trated by the abortive imperialist intervention against the Republic 
of Guinea. 

The very same states which ignore UN resolutions, which continue 
to pursue an aggressive policy toward the independent countries of 
Asia and Africa in total disregard of the elementary norms of inter- 
national law and which give massive support to the colonialist and 
racist regimes, are arrogating to themselves the right to decide who is 
to cooperate within the UN framework in abolishing racism, racial 
discrimination and apartheid. 

It is the very same forces that have left no stone unturned to prevent 
members of the UN Anti-Apartheid Committee in New York from 
attending the seminar organized by the League for the United Na- 
tions—an event which serves to support the United Nations’ struggle 
against racism, apartheid and colonialism, and for the universal 
guaranteeing of human rights all over the world. On behalf of the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs I should like to welcome the Committee 
members attending this seminar by decision of the UN Anti-Apartheid 
Committee most warmly to the GDR. 


The GDR’s admission to the world organization would greatly enhance 
the United Nations’ effectiveness in carrying out its principal tasks. It 
would strengthen the fighting strength of the wide front of anti- 
imperialist states as the GDR would use this forum, too, to carry on. 
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The same would be the case if the GDR were in a position to accede 
to major international UN conventions aimed at the comprehensive 
promotion and safeguarding of human rights and at combating racism, 
apartheid and Nazism. 

Otto Winzer, Minister of Foreign Affairs of the German Democratic 
Republic, has informed U Thant, Secretary-General of the United Na- 
tions, in 1968 that the GDR Government is willing to accede to all 
significant UN human rights conventions, including the International 
Convention on the Abolition of all Forms of Racial Discrimination 
dated 21 December 1965. This statement constitutes more than an offer 
to conclude an agreement. It furnishes confirmation of the GDR Govern- 
ment’s willingness to assume and meet conscientiously the commitments 
that arise from the Charter of the United Nations. 


Foreign Affairs Bulletin, No. 16, 4 June 1971, pp. 119, 122. 


From the report of the Central Committee of the Socialist 
Unity Party of Germany (SED) to the 8th Party Congress, 
delivered by Comrade Erich Honecker 


15 June 1971 


I The chief tendencies of international development and the line pursued 
by the SED in foreign policy 


The role of the world socialist system as the main revolutionary force 
of our epoch and as a reliable bastion of peace has grown further. It 
is exerting an increasing influence on international developments. 

Three mighty revolutionary currents are today advancing the progress 
of mankind: the world socialist system, the international labour move- 
ment, and the national liberation movement of the peoples. Our party 
has striven and will always continue to strive, to work together with 
the CPSU and the fraternal parties of the other socialist countries for 
the consolidation of the militant alliance of these main revolutionary 
forces of the present day. Even many a difficulty and many a temporary 
reversal in the international class struggle have been unable to alter the 
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basic tendency that social progress is on the march and that it has been 
possible to repulse imperialism further, despite its undiminished 
aggressiveness and dangerousness. 

The assault on the positions of imperialism is assuming an increasingly 
wide scope in our time. The attempts of imperialism to maintain and 
expand its positions by resorting to acts of military aggression and 
counter-revolutionary schemes, to the intensified plundering of foreign 
peoples and methods of ideological diversion, have foundered again and 
again. Under the impact of the shift in the international balance of 
forces, imperialism is seeking to adapt itself to the conditions of class 
struggle and still attains its old goals with other methods. The futility of 
this has been proved. But we do not overlook the fact that imperialism 
has a great potential and conjures up serious dangers with its unflag- 
gingly aggressive global strategy. Our conviction of the irresistible 
advance of the forces of socialism and progress is therefore linked with 
the constantly necessary vigilance and resolute struggle against all 
machinations of the imperialist opponent. 


2. The struggle of the GDR against imperialism 


Imperialism shows its true face every day. It conducts barbaric wars. 
The horrors of US imperialism in Indochina, above all the acts of murder 
committed against the Vietnamese people, arouse the indignation of the 
entire world. In the Middle East the US imperialists are supporting 
the Israeli aggressors against the Arab peoples and are encouraging 
them to continue a policy of conquest endangering world peace. In 
Africa, Latin America and Asia the American imperialists are making 
every effort, open and covert, to overthrow independent governments, 
to drown people’s liberation movements in blood and re-establish the 
old rule by employing neo-colonialist methods. 


Report of the Central Committee to the 8th Congress of the Socialist Unity 
Party of Germany, delivered by Erich Honecker, Dresden 1971, pp. 9, 14. 
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Statement by a spokesman of the Ministry of Foreign Af- 
fairs of the GDR regarding the advisory opinion of the Inter- 
national Court of Justice on the question of Namibia 


29 June 1971 


A spokesman for the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the German Demo- 
cratic Republic has said that the advisory opinion of the International 
Court of Justice of 21 June 1971 describing the rule of the South 
African apartheid regime over Namibia as illegal is in line with the 
fundamental position of the GDR on that matter. 

The spokesman stressed that the Ministry of Foreign Affairs has 
repeatedly condemned the occupation of Namibia by the South African 
racist regime. The GDR supports the liberation movement of Namibia 
in its just struggle against the annexationist policy of the South African 
apartheid regime. This assistance is given in full agreement with the 
resolution of the UN General Assembly withdrawing the mandate over 
Namibia from the Republic of South Africa. | 

The spokesman stated that no government aware of its responsibilities 
could remain neutral on this matter. The XX’V session of the UN General 
Assembly again requested all states to render every moral and material 
support to the peoples under colonial rule in their fight for freedom 
and independence. The abominable policy of apartheid, the annexation 
of foreign territory and the maintenance of colonialism find their 
expression in the oppression of the people of Namibia. The apartheid 
regime in Pretoria is able to pursue this policy of persistent violations 
of international law only because it is receiving continuous support from 
the imperialist states. 

It is obvious, the spokesman said, that the FRG was among the countries 
supporting the South African racist regime and its colonial policy in 
Namibia. West German monopolies are playing an active part in the 
exploitation of the people and natural resources of Namibia. This 
collusion between the FRG and the racist regime in Pretoria was once 
more condemned at the recent OAU session. 

The GDR is determined to support all measures of the UN member 
states which correspond to the interests of the Namibian people and 
aim at ending South African colonial rule in the same way as it has 
so far given assistance to the liberation movement of Namibia. 


The German Democratic Republic and the United Nations, 1971/8, p. 37. 
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From a joint communiqué issued at the end of a visit of a 
GDR Government delegation to the Republic of Chad 


21 August 1971 


A Government delegation from the German Democratic Republic, 
headed by Rudolph Schulze, Minister of Posts and Telecommunications 
of the German Democratic Republic, stayed in the Republic of Chad 
for an official visit from 17 to 22 August 1971 at the invitation of the 
Government of the Republic of Chad. 

During its sojourn in the Republic of Chad the Government delegation 
of the German Democratic Republic was received for friendly talks 
on important international questions and on the development of rela- 
tions between the German Democratic Republic and the Republic of 
Chad by Francois Tombalbaye, General Secretary of the Progress Party 
of Chad and President of the Republic of Chad, and Baba Hassane, 
Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Chad.... 

During a comprehensive exchange of opinions the two delegations 
discussed problems of interest to both countries and their peoples in 
a spirit of frankness and cordiality, foremost among these being the 
problems of cooperation in the fields of agriculture, animal husbandry, 
education, public health, and social services. With satisfaction they noted 
the identity of their views on all the questions dealt with. 

Both Sides expressed their determination effectively to support the 
liberation of the peoples of Africa still under colonial rule, above all 
in Angola, Guinea-Bissau, the Cape Verde Islands, Mozambique, Na- 
mibia and Zimbabwe. They strongly condemned racial discrimination 
in whatever form, especially the policy of apartheid practised in the 
south of the African continent. Both delegations called for the immediate 
termination by the imperialist states of all forms of support for those 
forces who are still enslaving the peoples of Africa. 

Both Sides expressed deep concern over the situation in Indochina and 
said they hoped to see the peoples of Indochina put in a position to 
establish without foreign interference the political, economic and social 
system they have chosen. 

Furthermore, they championed a peaceful solution of the Middle East 
conflict on the basis of the UN Security Council resolution of 22 Novem- 
ber 1967. 

The Government delegations of the German Democratic Republic and 
the Republic of Chad decided to contribute toward the further consolida- 
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tion of the relations, cooperation and friendship linking the German 
Democratic Republic and the Republic of Chad. 


Foreign Affairs Bulletin, No: 24, 3 September 1971, pp. 183/184. 


From a joint press release on the visit to the GDR of Omar 
Arteh Ghalib, Foreign Minister of the Somali Democratic 
Republic 


26 August 1971 


Omar Arteh Ghalib, Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Somali Demo- 
cratic Republic, paid an official visit to the German Democratic Republic 
from 19 to 26 August 1971 at the invitation of Otto Winzer, Minister of 
Foreign Affairs of the German Democratic Republic. 

During his stay in the capital of the GDR the Minister of Noreign 
Affairs was received by Horst Sindermann, Acting Chairman of the 
Council of Ministers. 

All the talks conducted as well as the negotiations held between the 
two Foreign Ministers took place in a very cordial and friendly 
atmosphere, and questions of the further development of relations 
between the German Democratic Republic as well as current inter- 
national problems were discussed. 

The representatives of the GDR expressed their profound appreciation 
of the consistent anti-imperialist policy pursued by the Supreme Revo- 
lutionary Council, the Government and the people of the Somali Demo- 
cratic Republic and paid tribute to the successes achieved so far. 

They reaffirmed their active solidarity with the leadership and the 
people of the Somali Democratic Republic and all African peoples 
fighting for their independence and freedom. 

In an extensive exchange of views on the situation in Africa the GDR 
representatives and the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Somali Demo- 
cratic Republic expressed the opinion that the peaceful and independent 
development of the African countries is in danger as long as there are 
colonial and racist regimes on African soil. They jointly demand the 
withdrawal of all foreign troops from this area and the dismantling 
of the military bases maintained by the imperialist powers. 
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They vigorously condemn all forms of colonialism, neo-colonialism and 
racism as instruments of the imperialist policy of suppression, in par- 
ticular the support of the imperialist countries for fascist Portugal and 
the racist regimes in Southern Africa. They express their firm resolve to 
consistently continue their struggle against imperialism, colonialism 
and racism. Both Sides emphasize that the unity of the African peoples 
and states and their close cooperation with the community of socialist 
states is of utmost importance for the success of this struggle. 


Both Sides stated with satisfaction that the relations of friendship and 
cooperation between the German Democratic Republic and the Somali 
Democratic Republic are developing successfully. They expressed the 
desire and the conviction that these relations will continue to expand 
for the benefit of both states.... 


Foreign Affairs Bulletin, No. 24, 3 September 1971, pp. 181/182. 


Statement addressed by the GDR Government to the 
XXVI session of the UN General Assembly on the imple- 
mentation of the Declaration on the Granting of Independ- 
ence to Colonial Countries and Peoples 


7 September 1971 


The Government of the German Democratic Republic takes advantage 
of the consideration of the item “Implementation of the Declaration on 
the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples” at 
the XXVI session of the United Nations to reaffirm that the German 
Democratic Republic is staunchly committed to the complete eradication 
of colonialism and the overcoming of all forms of colonial oppression 
and neo-colonialist exploitation. 

It agrees with the statement made in Resolution 2621 (XXV) and 
approved by the majority of the member states of the United Nations 
that the further continuation of colonialism constitutes a grave viola- 
tion of international law. 

The German Democratic Republic stands consistently by the side of all 
peoples fighting for national and social liberation, against colonialism, 
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neo-colonialism and racism and therefore reaffirms its unreserved 
support for the Programme of Action for the Full Implementation of 
the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries 
and Peoples adopted by the previous session of the General Assembly 
on 21 October 1970. 

Both colonialism and neo-colonialist manifestations constitute—as 
expressed in Resolution 2621 (XXV)—“a serious impediment to the 
maintenance of international peace and security and the development 
of peaceful relations among nations”. 

Such a statement is confirmed by evidence proving that the imperialist 
states go to any length to keep other peoples dependent, to rob them 
and hinder them in their free development. Striking evidence of this is 
US aggression in the countries of Indochina and the continued illegal 
occupation of Arab territory by Israel. This is also proven by the fact 
that Portugal, in defiance of repeated and express demands by the United 
Nations, maintains its colonial domination over Angola, Mozambique 
and Guinea-Bissau and brutally suppresses the national liberation move- 
ment in these countries. The attack of imperialist mercenaries on behalf 
of Portugal and with the support of other NATO powers against the 
Republic of Guinea as well as the constant preparation of new plots 
against that state’s independence show the dangers which the continued 
existence of remnants of colonialism poses to independent states. Only 
recently it emerged that Portugal, a member state of NATO, had 
committed aggressive acts against another African country by planting 
mines in areas forming part of the Republic of Senegal. The Government 
of the German Democratic Republic strongly denounces such steps of 
Portugal which defy world public opinion and international law. 

An equally grave threat to peaceful and good-neighbourly relations 
among peoples emanates from the racist and colonialist minority regimes 
in South Africa and Southern Rhodesia which, despite unequivocal 
resolutions of the United Nations General Assembly and the Security 
Council, refuse to discontinue their policy of oppression against the 
indigenous population. 

The USA, the FRG and other NATO powers, instead of breaking off 
all relations with the régimes of the “white bloc” in southern Africa, 
are expanding their relations with them. They are stepping up their 
economic and military assistance to South Africa, Southern Rhodesia 
and that fascist colonial power, Portugal. 

In the interests of peace and international security the Government of 
the German Democratic Republic deems it necessary that all states— 
without any exception—participate in the speedy and total eradication 
of colonialism in any form. It considers the Programme of Action 
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adopted by the XXV session of the United Nations General Assembly 
to be a valuable instrument in pursuing this goal. 

The German Democratic Republic does everything in its power to 
contribute to the speedy implementation of the Programme of Action 
for decolonization. It holds the view that the unrestricted implementation 
of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries 
and Peoples and of relevant UN resolutions admits of no delay. 

In accordance with its foreign policy, which is based on the principles 
of the United Nations Charter, the German Democratic Republic has 
always supported the resolutions of the United Nations aimed at the 
elimination of colonialism, racism and apartheid and has strictly 
observed them in its foreign relations. The German Democratic Republic 
demands the immediate withdrawal of US troops from Indochina. It 
supports the Security Council Resolution of 22 November 1967 for a 
political settlement in the Middle East in all its parts. It maintains no 
relation whatsoever with the racist régimes in southern Africa and 
strongly condemns the disregard shown for UN resolutions on Namibia 
by the apartheid régime. As early as 1969 the Government of the German 
Democratic Republic instructed its competent authorities to accept the 
travel and personal documents issued to Namibians by the United 
Nations Council for Namibia. 

The International Year for Action to Combat Racism and Racial Discrim- 
ination proclaimed by the United Nations for 1971 is an occasion 
for the German Democratic Republic to lend increased support to the 
just struggle carried on by national liberation movements. At the same 
time, as demanded in the Programme of Action for decolonization, the 
machinations of international monopoly and finance capital are being 
exposed. 

The German Democratic Republic assists in all possible ways, partic- 
ularly in the field of culture and education, the forces striving for 
their national liberation especially in territories where foreign domina- 
tion has already been ended. 

In taking such measures and other steps, the German Democratic 
Republic responds to the appeal contained in the Programme of Action 
of Resolution 2621 (XXV) to draw the attention of world opinion to the 
need for consistent anti-colonial and anti-racist measures. 

In view of the dangers emanating from colonialism and neo-colonialism, 
for peaceful neighbourhood and the freedom of the peoples, the German 
Democratic Republic hopes that the XXVI session of the United Nations 
General Assembly will adopt further effective measures to ensure 
speedy and complete decolonization. It is prepared to continue to cooper- 
ate with the United Nations to help it attain its noble aims and to do 
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everything for the fulfilment of the resolutions aimed at the total 
dismantling of the colonial system and the eradication of all forms of 
colonial exploitation and oppression. 


The German Democratic Republic and the United Nations, 1971/8, pp. 34—36. 


Message of greetings from the Peace Council of the GDR 
to the President of the Liberation Front of Mozambique 
(FRELIMO), Samora Moises Machel, on the occasion of the 
Day of International Solidarity with the Liberation Struggle 
of the Peoples of Mozambique 


25 September 1971 


On the occasion of the Day of International Solidarity with the Libera- 
tion Struggle of the Peoples of Mozambique, which has long held a 
firm place in the Action Programme of the World Peace Council, the 
Peace Council of the German Democratic Republic permits itself to 
express to you, the peoples of Mozambique, and in particular your 
country’s brave fighters against the cruel Portuguese colonial ruel, its 
heartiest congratulations on the seventh anniversary of the beginning 
of the armed struggle, and at the same time to assure you of the 
unshakable solidarity of the people of the GDR with your just struggle. 
We are filled with admiration to see that the Liberation Front of 
Mozambique, which on that memorable night from 24 to 25 September 
1964 with fourteen resolute fighters gave the long-awaited signal to 
storm the strongholds of colonialism in Mozambique, has developed 
into a powerful armed force which has so far been able to liberate two 
thirds of Mozambique from the Portuguese colonial yoke and already 
succeeded in laying there the foundations for a new and better life. 
In the few years of people’s rule in the liberated territories more has 
been done for education, health improvement and the development of 
production than in the centuries of Portuguese colonial rule. 

This makes all the more reprehensible the complicity of numerous 
imperialist states with Portugal, who first allowed this backward 
western European capitalist state and its colonizers to dare to wage a 
criminal but ultimately unsuccessful extermination campaign against the 
peoples of Mozambique. 
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The people of the German Democratic Republic condemns together with 
the forces of peace throughout the world this sameful plot against the 
freedom and independence of the peoples in the Portuguese colonies. 
We are outraged at the machinations of the big monopolies in the Federal 
Republic of Germany, who in their unbridled craving for profit are 
taking part in the building of the Cabora Bassa project which is planned 
as a bulwark against the irresistible advance of the liberation movement 
towards the racist, colonial south of Africa. 

If the struggle of the peoples of Mozambique for its independence is so 
hard and protracted and has claimed such a toll of victims, the reason 
must also be traced to the cooperation between the NATO countries 
and Portugal, for Mozambique, like South Africa, Namibia, Angola, 
Guinea-Bissau and Rhodesia, occupies an important place in the 
aggressive conceptions of NATO. This brings out once more, with all 
its implications, the fact that the interests of the peoples of Africa and 
the interests of imperialism are irreconcilable. 

It is a great pleasure for the Peace Council of the German Democratic 
Republic to be able to note today that the fraternal relations between 
the peoples of the GDR and Mozambique in the years of struggle 
against Portuguese colonial rule have become steadily deeper and 
more comprehensive. May these good relations and our firm belief in 
the victory of the just cause of the peoples of Mozambique, may the 
indissoluble alliance between socialism and the forces of national libera- 
tion, bring closer the day of victory over the dark Portuguese colonial 
rule and imperialist exploitation. 

We take this opportunity of assuring you anew of the firm solidarity, 
of the political and material support of the people of the German Demo- 
cratic Republic and greet you in friendly solidarity. 


German text in: Peace Council Archives. 
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From the joint communiqué issued at the end of the visit to 
the GDR of Rashidi Mfaume Kawawa, Second Vice-Presi- 
dent of the United Republic of Tanzania, and his delegation 


4 October 1971 


At the invitation of the Council of State of the German Democratic 
Republic the Second Vice-President of the United Republic of Tanzania, 
Rashidi Mfaume Kawawa, heading a good-will mission, visited the 
German Democratic Republic from 1 to 4 October 1971. 

During his stay in the GDR capital the Vice-President was received by 
Friedrich Ebert, member of the Politbureau of the Central Committee of 
the Socialist Unity Party of Germany and member of the Council of 
State of the GDR. The Vice-President also had talks with Otto Winzer, 
GDR Minister of Foreign Affairs, and with Army General Heinz Hoff- 
mann, GDR Minister of National Defence. In the talks, questions relating 
to the further development of the friendly relations between the German 
Democratic Republic and the United Republic of Tanzania as well as 
important international problems were discussed in an open atmo- 
sphere. 


Both sides noted with satisfaction that the friendly relations between 
the German Democratic Republic and the United Republic of Tanzania 
were developing very well and reaffirmed their view that the strengthen- 
ing and further development of cooperation between the two states 
serve the interests of the common struggle against oppression, racism 
and colonial domination. 

Both sides resolutely condemned all forms of colonialism, neo-colonial- 
ism and racism, in particular Portugal’s colonial policy and the racist 
regimes in southern Africa which are backed by NATO states. They 
reaffirmed their active solidarity with the African peoples fighting 
against colonial and racist oppression. They were agreed that political 
and material support for the liberation movement should be kept up 
and increased. 

The GDR representatives and the Second Vice-President of the United 
Republic of Tanzania conducted an exchange of ideas on the situation 
in Africa. They hailed the fact that some African states following a 
socialist-oriented road were making good progress while still subject 
to colonialist and neo-colonialist manoeuvres aimed at undermining the 
success achieved. 

Both states voiced their sympathy and firm solidarity with the Vietna- 


196 


mese people and other peoples of Indochina in their struggle for 
freedom and national independence, against the imperialist aggression 
of the USA and its allies. Both sides demanded the immediate withdrawal 
of the Israeli forces of aggression from all occupied Arab territories in 
accordance with the Security Council resolution of 22 November. 


The two sides were agreed that the Governments of the two countries 
would continue their efforts to ensure the character of the UN and its 
specialized agencies as a fundamental prerequisite for increased effi- 
ciency of the world organization. 


Foreign Affairs Bulletin, No. 28, 12 October 1971, p. 250. 


From the joint communiqué issued at the end of the visit 
paid to the GDR by Baba Diarra, Vice-President of the 
Military Committee of National Liberation and Minister of 
Finance and Trade of the Republic of Mali 


18 October 1971 


In response to an invitation extended by the Council of State of the 
German Democratic Republic, Captain Baba Diarra, Vice-President of 
the Military Committee of National Liberation and Minister of Finance 
and Trade of the Republic of Mali, stayed in the German Democratic 
Republic at the head of a delegation for an official visit from 14 to 
18 October 1971. 

Professor Heinrich Homann, Deputy Chairman of the Council of State, 
received Captain Baba Diarra during his sojourn in the GDR. He also 
had talks with Minister of Foreign Affairs Otto Winzer and Minister 
of External Economic Relations Horst Sélle. 


The GDR representatives and the Vice-President of the Military Commit- 
tee of National Liberation and Minister of Finance and Trade exchanged 
views on the situation in Africa. Both sides emphatically condemned all 
forms of colonialism, neo-colonialism and racism as instruments of the 
imperialist policy of oppression, and particularly the imperialist states’ 
support for Portugal’s colonial policy and the racist regimes in southern 
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Africa. They expressed their firm resolve consistently to continue the 
struggle against imperialism, colonialism and racism, and emphasized 
their active solidarity with the African peoples who are fighting for 
their independence and freedom. 

Both sides also expressed their fellow-feeling and firm solidarity with 
the Vietnamese people and the other peoples of Indochina in their just 
struggle for liberty and national independence. 

The representatives of the states assured the Arab peoples of their 
staunch solidarity in their just struggle. In accordance with the Security 
Council resolution of 22 November 1967, both sides called for the 
immediate withdrawal of the Israeli forces of aggression from all 
occupied Arab lands, and welcomed the efforts of the Arab peoples to 
bring about a just and lasting peace in this area. 


Both sides noted that friendly relations between the GDR and the 
Republic of Mali were developing favourably and that this was in the 
interests of their peoples. Agreement was reached as to how relations 
between the two states were to be strengthened in all spheres. 


Foreign Affairs Bulletin, No. 30, 5 November 1971, p. 233. 


Telegram addressed by the Minister of Foreign Affairs, of 
the GDR, Otto Winzer, to the President of the UN Security 
Council, Eugeniusz Kulaga, regarding the situation in 
Namibia 


12 November 1971 


I have the honour to inform you that the Government of the German 
Democratic Republic welcomes and supports the United Nations 
Security Council Resolution No. 301 of 20 October 1971 concerning the 
situation in Namibia. 

In particular, the GDR fully endorses the reiterated statement that 
pursuant to the Advisory Opinion of the International Court of Justice 
of 21 June 1971 the United Nations has a legitimate responsibility for 
Namibia and that South Africa’s illegal presence constitutes disregard 
for the Namibian people’s inalienable rights to freedom and independ- 
ence. 
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The German Democratic Republic, which a long time ago severed all 
relations with South Africa in accordance with the resolutions passed 
by the United Nations, strongly opposes the continued occupation of 
Namibia and the permanent violation of international obligations by 
the Government of the Republic of South Africa. 

Although the United Nations Organization has repeatedly condemned 
and declared illegal the Apartheid regime’s refusal to withdraw from 
Namibia, the South African Government continues to challenge world, 
public opinion and to violate the Namibian people’s rights in the most 
blatant manner. In so doing, South Africa is committing aggression. The 
Government of the German Democratic Republic expects the Sedurity 
Council, the body of the United Nations competent to safeguard world 
peace, to take effective decisions against the peace-endangering policies 
of the South African racists and the extensive assistance they receive 
from certain states. Under the Charter of the United Nations the Security 
Council is equipped with the necessary powers to make the racist 
minority regime ultimately respect and carry out the decisions of the 
world organization. 

In accordance with section 133 (3) of the Advisory Opinion of the Inter- 
national Court of Justice of 21 June 1971, which refers to the obligation 
of non-member states of the UN to support action by the United 
Nations relating to Namibia, the German Democratic Republic declares 
that it will continue to work for full compliance with the measures 
adopted by the Security Council and the General Assembly with a view 
to ending the oppression of Namibia. In harmony with the purposes 
and principles of the United Nations the GDR insists that the Declara- 
tion on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples 
(Res. 1514/XV)—and the programme of action for the implementation 
of that declaration (Res. 2621/XXV)—be fully put into practice so that 
the Namibian people can also benefit from this. 

I request Your Excellency to have this telegram circulated as an official 
document of the Security Council. 


The German Democratic Republic and the United Nations, 1971/8, pp. 38/39. 
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Telegram addressed by the Minister of Foreign Affairs of 
the GDR, Otto Winzer, to Secretary-General Diallo Telli of 
the Organization of African Unity (OAU) on the question of 
Southern Rhodesia 


29 November 1971 


The Government and the people of the German Democratic Republic 
have noted with concern the results of the negotiations conducted 
between the Government of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland and the white minority regime of Southern Rhodesia 
in violation of Security Council resolution No. 232 (1966) of 16 Decem- 
ber 1966. 

In accordance with relevant resolutions of the United Nations and the 
Organization of African Unity the GDR holds that only the representa- 
tives of the people of Zimbabwe who are fighting for freedom, independ- 
ence and progress, have a legitimate right to negotiate with the Govern- 
ment of the United Kingdom. Any agreement with the white minority 
regime in Salisbury means disregard for the inalienable rights of the 
people of Zimbabwe and constitutes a plot against the African peoples. 
The sympathies of the Government and the people of the German 
Democratic Republic are with the African population of Zimbabwe who, 
through Anglo-Southern Rhodesian deals, are to be kept under tutelage 
and in slavery for decades to come. 

The GDR Government assures the people of Zimbabwe of its support 
in the struggle against the Smith regime and for national independence 
and self-determination. In this connection it reiterates that it will 
continue to withhold recognition from illegal regime of Southern Rho- 
desia and that it will not establish any relations whatsoever with it. 
Consistently continuing its anti-colonialist and anti-imperialist policy 
of peace, the German Democratic Republic stands for the full imple- 
mentation of all relevant resolutions of the United Nations and the 
Organization of African Unity and for strict adherence to the sanctions 
imposed on the illegal minority regime in Southern Rhodesia. 


The German Democratic Republic and the United Nations, 1971/8, p. 40. 
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Report of the GDR Committee for the International Year 
for Action to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination 


December 1971 


I. 

The consistent fight against all forms of racial oppression has been 
one of the basic principles of the domestic and foreign policies of the 
German Democratic Republic since its founding. The GDR has always 
acted in full conformity with the United Nations Charter. Its policy 
fully coincides with the decisions and resolutions adopted by the United 
Nations. 

The socialist Constitution of the GDR, in full agreement with the Inter- 
national Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of Racial Discrimi- 
nation, stipulates in Article 6 (5): “Militarist and revanchist propaganda 
in whatever form, warmongering and the manifestation of religious, 
racial and national hatred shall be punished as crimes.” 

In line with its consistently anti-imperialist and anti-colonialist policy 
the German Democratic Republic extends full solidarity to the peoples 
fighting against racism and colonialism. It refuses to have any dealings 
with the apartheid regimes and, strictly complying with the resolutions 
of the United Nations General Assembly and the Security Council, it 
broke off all trade and communications links with them many years 
ago. The German Democratic Republic thus actively contributes towards 
strengthening peace, security and international understanding. 

In accordance with this basic position and in compliance with UN Resolu- 
tion 2544 of 11 December 1969 proclaiming 1971 the International Year 
for Action to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination, a Committee 
was established in the GDR to observe this Year. The Committee elected 
Dr Heinrich Toeplitz, Deputy Chairman of the Christian Democratic 
Union and President of the GDR Supreme Court, to be its chairman, 
it is made up of leading public figures of the GDR. 

In his address to the constituent meeting Dr Heinrich Toeplitz paid 
tribute to the decision of the UN General Assembly proclaiming 1971 the 
International Year for Action to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimina- 
tion. He pointed out that this UN resolution was meant as “a reminder 
for all states to broaden and intensify their efforts towards the early 
and complete elimination of racial discrimination, apartheid policies 
and Nazism in all its current manifestations”. He said that it also called 
upon all states to practise solidarity with those fighting against racism. 
The chairman of the Committee emphasized that the GDR welcomes 
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the proclamation of 1971 as International Year for Action to Combat 
Racism and Racial Discrimination, and that this country, true to the 
principles, resolutions and statements of the United Nations, has at all 
times actively contributed towards the struggle against racism and 
racial discrimination, for peace and against the aggressive policy of 
imperialism. Dr Toeplitz said that because of its consistent attitude the 
GDR was entitled to become a party to the Convention on the Elimina- 
tion of all Forms of Racial Discrimination, and that it should be given 
the possibility to make its contribution to the relentless struggle against 
racism, colonialism, Nazism and any other form of national and social 
oppression from the rostrum of the UN. 
In their contributions, speakers representing the working class, farmers, 
intellectuals, craftsmen, tradesmen, Church dignitaries and other public 
figures demonstrated the unity and cohesion of the GDR people vis-a- 
vis the basic issues concerning all progressive mankind. 
The participants in the assembly strongly condemned all forms of racism 
and racial discrimination and demanded the immediate cessation of 
— the war of aggression in Indochina; 
— the policy of aggression pursued by Israel; 
— the apartheid policy in South Africa and the elimination of the 
racist minority regime in Southern Rhodesia; 
— the Portuguese colonial terror; 
— the support given to these regimes by imperialist states, particularly 
by the NATO states; 
— the violent racism practised in the United States, and especially 
— the trial of Angela Davis on trumped-up charges. 
In a declaration unanimously adopted at the end of the constituent 
meeting by the participants the Committee pledged active support to 
the cause of the International Year for Action to Combat Racism and 
Racial Discrimination and issued an appeal to the public calling upon 
all GDR citizens “to display active solidarity with the peoples fighting 
for their freedom and independence by means of varied initiatives and 
thus make a worthy contribution to the International Year for Action 
to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination proclaimed by the United 
Nations”. 


II. 

The people, the Government and social institutions of the GDR in 1971 

took various initiatives to step up the international struggle against 

racism and racial discrimination: 

— Astatement by a spokesman for the GDR Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
on 21 March 1971 to mark the International Day for Action to Combat 
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Racial Discrimination emphasized that “the German Democratic 
Republic feels itself to be closely allied with the peoples who are 
committed to the elimination of all forms of social and racial oppres- 
sion in the struggle against imperialism, and that it extends active 
solidarity to them.” 

On 25 June 1971, the “Day of Unity in South Africa”, the GDR 
Committee for Human Rights adopted a statement which was com- 
municated to the UN Secretary-General. It pledges active solidarity 
with United Nations efforts and with the struggle of all anti-impe- 
rialist forces to eliminate racism and racial discrimination. 

On 9 December 1970 on the eve of the International Day for Human 
Rights proclaimed by the UN, the GDR Committee for Human 
Rights, numerous public figures and foreign guests attended a meet- 
ing at which they expressed their unwavering solidarity with the 
peoples of the emergent nations and those under colonialist rule in 
their struggle against the neo-colonialist policies of imperialism. 

In response to the appeal launched by the GDR Committee for the 
International Year for Action to Combat Racism and Racial Dis- 
crimination to public opinion and to the population of the GDR, 
millions of citizens from all walks of life took part in impressive 
solidarity campaigns. 

The GDR people manifested their support for and solidarity with 
the peoples of Africa oppressed by racist regimes and with the 
Arab states threatened by the Israeli aggressors at numerous 
meetings and rallies marking the “Week for International Solidarity 
with the Arab Peoples” (2 to 8 June 1971), on the occasion of the 
“Day for Solidarity with the Working People in South Africa” 
(26 June 1971) and on “Africa Day” (26 May 1971). They most reso- 
lutely condemned the racist apartheid policies practised in South 
Africa and Rhodesia in violation of international law and the brutal 
colonial terror unleashed by Portugal in Angola, Mozambique and 
Guinea (Bissau). 

In communiqués and resolutions thousands of participants demanded 
that the Government of Israel should unconditionally withdraw from 
the illegally occupied Arab territories and, in accordance with the 
relevant UN Security Council resolutions, contribute to a peaceful 
and just political solution in the Middle East that guarantees all states 
in that region the right to a secure and independent national 
existence, including the granting of the legitimate rights of the 
Arab people of Palestine. 

Millions of members of the Confederation of Free German Trade 
Unions attended thousands of shop-floor meetings in order to 
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express, in the spirit of proletarian internationalism, their soli- 
darity with the peoples fighting for their freedom. The compre- 
hensive political, moral and material support extended to the 
heroically fighting peoples of Indo-China, and the innumerable 
actions launched in protest against the farcical trial of Angela 
Davis, the black fighter for civil rights, have assumed the character 
of mass movements. 

In 1971 the members of the Confederation of Free German Trade 
Unions made available 18 million marks for Vietnam, and another 
five million marks for flood victims in Vietnam. Thus far, a total 
of 116 million marks has been given to the people of Vietnam. The 
parties working jointly in the National Front of the German Demo- 
cratic Republic have collected several million marks for the 
fighting peoples of Indochina. 

The German Red Cross (DRK) in the GDR in 1971 sent 22 consign- 
ments of relief supplies worth 1.8 million marks to the Democratic 
Republic of Vietnam and to countries of Asia, Africa and Latin 
America. In the summer of 1971 the Confederation of Free German 
‘Trade Unions set aside 300,000 marks in aid for refugees from 
former East Pakistan, plus 500,000 marks for the victims of natural 
disasters in Peru and Chile. In parties, mass organizations and 
associations, millions of members contributed to the broad soli- 
darity movement by making available a day’s pay, goods and 
personal gifts. 

The younger generation in the GDR, which has been brought up in 
the spirit of peace and socialism, played an exemplary part in 
solidarity campaigns and other international campaigns which the 
World Federation of Democratic Youth had launched under the 
slogan “World Youth Accuses Imperialism—Freedom for Angela 
Davis”. Tens of thousands of young people took part in the “A rose 
for Angela” campaign, demonstrating in this way that the brave 
young American had millions of friends in the world. 

Innumerable letters, protest actions and gifts of friendship express 
love, fellow-feeling and commitment to the struggle of the young 
scholar and communist. From 1 April 1971 to 26 January 1972, the 
GDR Committee for Human Rights received 164,809 signatures of 
people urging “Freedom for Angela Davis”. The 27th and 28th 
birthdays of the American patriot became highlights of solidarity 
with protest meetings held all over the GDR. 

In cooperation with the GDR Committee for Human Rights, the 
GDR Peace Council, the “People’s Solidarity” mass organization, 
the Afro-Asian Solidarity Committee, the Vietnam Committee and 


the Solidarity Committees for the Greek and Spanish Peoples, the 
GDR Broadcasting Service organizes its annual solidarity action 
“Freedom for Peace”. In 1971, it was the 15th time that this action 
took place. Under the slogan “Solidarity with the Peoples of Indo- 
China—Freedom for Angela Davis” GDR citizens made available 
9.2 million marks and 70,000 signatures were collected calling for 
the release of the American patriot. 

At numerous international seminars held with representatives from 
Africa, Asia and Latin America it was proved on the strength of 
documents and scientific papers that racism and racial discrimina- 
tion are the most vicious attributes of the imperialist policy of 
oppression. 

On the occasion of the International Year for Action to Combat 
Racism and Racial Discrimination the League for the United Na- 
tions in the German Democratic Republic held an international 
seminar on 6 May 1971 with a delegation of the UN Special 
Committee on Apartheid and members of UN Associations from 
Africa, Asia and Latin America participating. In a letter, Prof. Peter- 
Alfons Steiniger, President of the League for the United Nations in 
the German Democratic Republic, informed the chairman of the 
UN Special Committee on Apartheid about this seminar. 

The Ministry of Higher and Technical Education and numerous 
scientific institutions held international seminars attended by 
representatives of national liberation movements, scholars and 
students. In particular, these events reaffirmed the close bonds and 
the active solidarity of students with the peoples struggling for 
freedom and justice. 

At numerous conferences and meetings of international organiza- 
tions and associations, GDR representatives resolutely condemned 
the persistent violation of human rights by imperialist powers and 
called for effective measures against all states guilty of racist and 
neo-colonialist policies of oppression and force against other peoples. 
With many initiatives the delegation of the GDR Peace Council 
to the General Assembly of the World Peace Council in Budapest 
in May 1971 contributed to the work of a special committee on the 
struggle against racism and racial discrimination. 

At the conference of European jurists in 1971 prominent members 
of the legal profession of the GDR came out against racism and 
racial discrimination in the spirit of the UN resolution on the Inter- 
national Year for Action. 

Representatives of the German Red Cross in the GDR actively 
supported the adoption of a resolution against racism und racial dis- 
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crimination at the 31st session of the Council of Governors of the 
League of Red Cross Societies in Mexico in October 1971. 

The International Memorial Day for the Victims of Fascist Terror 
and Day for Action to Combat Fascism and War was marked by 
world-wide struggle for security and peace and the fight against 
revanchism and incitement to war and national hatred. More than 
350,000 GDR citizens took part in meetings held on that day, among 
them thousands.of young people. There were also numerous 
foreign participants. The GDR Committee was one of the initiators 
of the European Meeting of Former Resistance Fighters, War 
Veterans and Victims of War for Peace, Security and Friendship 
held in Rome in November 1971. 

Numerous delegations and individual representatives of various 
government institutions, parties, mass organizations and other insti- 
tutions worthily represented the GDR’s policy in socialist and 
capitalist countries as well as in the anti-imperialist emergent 
nations in the spirit of the International Year for Action to Combat 
Racism and Racial Discrimination, thus effectively supporting the 
objectives of the United Nations. 

The press, radio, television, cinema, publishing houses and educa- 
tional institutions of the GDR have made an outstanding contribu- 
tion towards strengthening and further developing the socialist 
consciousness of the GDR people which is determined by the 
principles of friendship among nations and respect for human 
rights. Solidarity with all oppressed peoples and patriots struggling 
to have their rights and their dignity respected is an essential and 
permanent feature of the activities of all mass media in the GDR. 
Hundreds of books, booklets and scientific papers published in 1971 
are devoted to the struggle against racist crimes and to international 
solidarity with the oppressed peoples. Numerous publications have 
appeared in the English, French, Spanish and Italian languages, and 
they have met with interest and appreciation abroad. 

To mention only a few examples: 

Publications of the GDR Committee for Human Rights, 

such as “Free from Racism—How the GDR Implements Equal Human 
Rights and Bans All Discrimination” ; 

A publication by Prof. B. Graefrath to mark the 25th anniversary 
of the UN “The Promotion of Human Rights—A universal Task of 
the United Nations”. 

At many exhibitions of all solidarity committees in the GDR, the 
inhuman nature and the brutal crimes of imperialism have been 
denounced in no uncertain terms this also being proof of the 
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political and material solidarity the German Democratic Republic 
is extending to the peoples’ struggle for national and social libera- 
tion in many fields. 

— The dominant theme of the 1971 International Documentary and 
Short Film Week for Cinema and Television in Leipzig was increased 
protest against racism and racial discrimination. The Special Award 
of the Ministry of Culture for the film best suited to the objective 
of the UN Year went to the British Film “End of the dialogue”, 
which depicts in an impressive way the unbearable conditions in 
racist South Africa. It was the objective of the Leipzig Festival to 
enhance the sense of responsibility of documentarists and publicists 
for combatting racism and racial discrimination. 

— On the occasion of the International Year for Action to Combat 
Racism and Racial Discrimination, the Ministry of Posts and Tele- 
communications of the German Democratic Republic issued a special 
stamp. 


III. 

The wide-ranging activities undertaken during the International Year 
for Action to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination, which are 
too numerous to be mentioned here in detail, are part and parcel of 
the steady struggle waged by the Government and the people since 
the GDR’s foundation to secure the consistent implementation of UN 
principles and resolutions on respect for human rights all over the 
world. 

The GDR Committee for the International Year for Action to Combat 
Racism and Racial Discrimination actively advocates peace and 
understanding among nations in the spirit of the peace-loving policy 
of the socialist countries; last year it proved by many examples that 
by consistently implementing the decisions of the anti-Hitler coalition, 
in particular the provisions of the Potsdam Agreement, a social order 
and system of government has been established in the GDR which 
once and for all put an end to criminal Nazi and racist practices and 
which precludes any resurgence of racism, racial discrimination and 
Nazism. 

The GDR Committee will continue its work in 1972, aspiring to make 
a still greater contribution to the world-wide struggle for the elimina- 
tion of all forms of racism and racial hatred. 


The German Democratic Republic and the United Nations, 1972/9, pp. 59—65. 
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Message of greetings from the Solidarity Committee of the 
GDR to the President of the African National Congress of 
South Africa (ANC), Oliver Tambo, on the occasion of the 
60th anniversary of the founding of the ANC 


7 January 1972 


On the 60th anniversary of the founding of the African National 
Congress of South Africa I should like to convey to you, in the name 
of the Afro-Asian Solidarity Committee of the German Democratic 
Republic, our fraternal greetings and hearticst congratulations. 

The African National Congress, as the oldest and most experienced of 
the mass organizations on the African continent, has for decades been 
conducting an uninterrupted and costly struggle, against a barbaric 
system of racism, colonial oppression and imperialist exploitation in 
South Africa. Despite brutal, bloody terror against the upright and 
courageous representatives of the people of South Africa, new fighters 
have always come forward to hold high the banner of freedom and 
democracy. The African National Congress has written a glorious page 
in the history of the heroic struggle of the African peoples for national 
independence. 

The African National Congress is celebrating the 60th anniversary of 
its founding in a period which is characterized by the irresistible for- 
ward march of socialism. When in the year 1912 the first organizational 
forms of the African National Congress were emerging, the working 
class of Russia under the leadership of the Party of Lenin was prepar- 
ing its world historic assault on the foundations of imperialist rule. 
Today the Soviet Union is the main force of the revolutionary world 
movement, and socialism has set foot on almost every continent. The 
majority of the peoples of Africa have shaken off the colonial yoke 
and are treading the path of national independence. 

Imperialism is defending its remaining positions with grim brutality. 
With the support of the ruling racist régime, US imperialism and the 
other imperialist powers, above all the imperialism of Africa as a 
bulwark against national independence and social progress. 

The German Democratic Republic has right from the outset supported 
in firm solidarity the just struggle of the oppressed people of South 
Africa for human dignity, freedom and social progress. 

Between the Afro-Asian Solidarity Committee of the German Demo- 
cratic Republic and the African National Congress there exist close 
relations of fraternal cooperation. We assure you that we shall further 
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enhance our efforts to strengthen the ties of solidarity in the common 
anti-imperialist struggle. We are convinced that the cause of freedom, 
democracy and social progress will be victorious in South Africa, 
too. 


German text in: GDR Solidarity Committee Archives. 


Message addressed by the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the 
GDR, Otto Winzer, to the President of the Security Council, 
Abdulrahim Aby Farah, concerning the consideration by the 
Security Council of the Programme of Action for the Im- 
plementation of the Declaration on the Granting of Inde- 
pendence and of other United Nations resolutions 


25 January 1972 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the German Democratic Republic 
welcomes the decision of the Security Council to deliberate at its 
meeting in Addis Ababa on how to achieve still greater efficiency with 
regard to the implementation of the Programme of Action for the Im- 
plementation of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to 
Colonial Countries and Peoples and other United Nations resolutions 
on ending colonialist and racist suppression. 

The Security Council meeting, the first to be held in an African state 
at the invitation of the OAU, is a tribute to, and a sign of support 
for, the struggle of the African peoples and states against colonialism, 
neo-colonialism and apartheid. 

One reason why the Council meeting in Africa is of great significance 
is that on this continent Portuguese colonial terror and the rule of 
white minority regimes keep a number of peoples deprived of their 
freedom Repeated onslaughts on the independence of Guinea, Senegal, 
Zambia and other African states, undertaken from territories under 
imperialist and racist domination, prove that the continued existence of 
colonialist and racist exploitation and oppression not only poses a 
permanent threat to the African peoples’ independence and freedom 
but also to international security and peace. 

Another expression of this policy of suppressing and ignoring the 
peoples’ longing for political and economic independence and social 
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progress is the imperialist aggression against the peoples of Indochina 
and the Arab states. 

The GDR endorses the statement contained in Resolution 2878/XXVI 
that racism, apartheid, colonialism and colonial wars, launched to quell 
national liberation movements, are incompatible with the United Na- 
tions charter, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the 
Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries 
and Peoples. Endeavouring to contribute towards the complete eradica- 
tion on all still existing remnants of colonialism and racism, the GDR 
has strictly observed the relevant UN decisions and resolutions and 
taken the necessary steps. This applies particularly to the sanctions 
imposed by the Security Council on the racist regimes in South Africa 
and Southern Rhodesia and that colonialist power, Portugal. 

The German Democratic Republic has accepted Security Council Resolu- 
tions Nos. 217 (1965), 232 (1965), 282 (1970) and other United Nations 
resolutions passed against the racist regimes in southern Africa and 
translates them into practice in its foreign policy. A long time ago it 
broke off all relations with South Africa, and it has not recognized the 
regime in Southern Rhodesia. It grants no assistance whatsoever that 
could be used by Portugal to oppress the population in the African 
territories under its rule. 

The people and the Government of the GDR give moral and material 
support to the struggle of the national liberation movements of the 
African and Asian peoples, the legitimacy of which has been explicitly 
recognized by the United Nations and the Organization of African 
Unity. 

The speedy implementation of the sanctions imposed by the Security 
Council and of the other United Nations resolutions relating to the 
elimination of colonialism and racism requires all states, without excep- 
tion, to act accordingly. 

Some NATO states, however, expand their relations with the colonialist 
and racist regimes rather than break them off in keeping with UN 
decisions. They grant various kinds of assistance and have a dominant 
share in the construction of the Cabora Bassa dam and other projects 
designed to strengthen the white bloc in southern Africa. In this way 
these powers, among them the Federal Republic of Germany, further 
the continued existence of colonialism and racism and counteract the 
efforts made by the United Nations. 

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the German Democratic Republic 
expects the current meeting of the Security Council to lay down 
effective steps for the implementation of the United Nations resolutions 
against colonialism, neo-colonialism and racism to remove a permanent 
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threat to independence and freedom, to peace and security. The German 
Democratic Republic in which racism, an ideology bred by imperialism 
and fascism, has been eliminated will continue to give every support 
to these efforts of the Organization. 


The German Democratic Republic and the United Nations, 1972/9, pp. 48/49. 


Statement by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the GDR 
on the occasion of the International Day for the Elimination 
of Racial Discrimination 


21 March 1972 


On the occasion of the International Day for the Elimination of Racial 
Discrimination the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the German Demo- 
cratic Republic reaffirms that the German Democratic Republic, in 
its pursuit of peace ahd international understanding, resolutely 
condemns all attempts to perpetuate or restore colonial and racial 
oppression. 

The German Democratic Republic takes the view that colonialism and 
racism constitute a flagrant violation of fundamental human rights 
and that they bring forth increased human suffering. The continued 
existence of colonial and racist regimes in Africa not only aims at 
undermining the independence of African peoples, but also endangers 
peace and security in the world. For that reason the German Demo- 
cratic Republic hails the Security Council Resolutions 310, 311 and 312 of 
4 February 1972 which drew attention to this dangerous situation. 

It ig a matter of principle for the GDR to support all measures and 
initiatives of the United Nations Organization which are aimed at 
preserving and safeguarding peace. Accordingly, the German Demo- 
cratic Republic promptly and without reservation complied with the 
sanctions imposed by the Security Council on the colonial and racist 
regimes of the Republic of South Africa and Southern Rhodesia. Full 
of abhorrence it has denounced the savage terror unleashed by Portu- 
guese mercenaries to suppress the liberation movements in Angola, 
Mozambique and Guinea-Bissau and condemned the_ repressive 
measures taken by the South African racists against the workers on 
strike in Namibia. The German Democratic Republic also stands in 
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solidarity by the people of Zimbabwe who are struggling for self- 
determination and independence against the racist rule of a small white 
minority. 

The extensive economic, political and military aid which is furnished 
especially by leading NATO countries and which is even being increased 
in defiance of UN resolutions enables the anachronistic white minority 
regimes to continue to oppress and plunder the African peoples of 
Namibia, Zimbabwe, Angola, Mozambique and Guinea-Bissau. On this 
account it is considered imperative that, in accordance with the demand 
of the special meeting of the Security Council in Addis Ababa, the 
pertinent decisions of the United Nations be immediately implemented 
and strictly observed by all states. 

On the International Day for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination 
the German Democratic Republic pledges that it will continue to 
support all United Nations efforts towards overcoming all forms of 
colonialism, racism, racial discrimination and apartheid completely 
and permanently. 


The German Democratic Republic and the United Nations, 1972/9, pp. 66/67. 


Telegram addressed by the Minister of Foreign Affairs of 
the GDR, Otto Winzer, to the President of the UN Security 
Council, Lazar Mojsov, concerning measures adopted by the 
United Nations towards ending the oppression of the people 
of Zimbabwe 


21 June 1972 


Referring to the verbal note of the United Nations Secretary-General 
of 29 March 1972 (S/10580) the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the 
German Democratic Republic reiterates the GDR Government's full 
agreement with the measures adopted by the UN towards ending the 
oppression of the people of Zimbabwe. 

In its statements to the United Nations of 13 November 1965 and 
21 January 1967, and in a telegram sent on 7 April 1966 by the GDR 
Deputy Foreign Minister to the Chairman of the UN Committee on 
Decolonization, the Government of the German Democratic Republic 
made it absolutely clear that it would deny any form of recognition 
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to the illegal racist regime in Southern Rhodesia and that it had broken 
off all trading relations with it (see documents A/6300/Add. 1/Part I, 
paragraph 493, and S/7794). 

Faithful to its anti-imperialist and anti-colonialist policy, the GDR 
has consistently complied with all Security Council resolutions against 
the illegal Smith regime and has never given political, economic or 
financial assistance to the racists in Southern Rhodesia. Nor will it do 
so in the future. Decisions taken in this context by the GDR Govern- 
ment are fully effective. In addition, the GDR bodies concerned have 
been instructed, in keeping with the concrete undertakings called for 
in paragraphs 3 and 4 of Security Council resolution 253 (1968), to 
take the necessary measures and ensure their strict application. 

The Government of the German Democratic Republic wishes to reaf- 
firm on this occasion that it advocates the unreserved implementation 
by all states of the sanctions imposed by the UN Security Council. 
Only in this way can real progress be achieved towards granting inde- 
pendence to the people of Zimbabwe. 


The German Democratic Republic and the United Nations, 1972/9, p. 56. 


Statement by the GDR Government to the XXVII session 
of the General Assembly concerning the implementation of 
the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial 
Countries and Peoples 


30 September 1972 


Almost twelve years ago the United Nations General Assembly adopted 
the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries 
and Peoples. This Declaration signified considerable support for the 
peoples fighting for the liberation. The struggle for freedom, independ- 
ence and national self-determination goes on successfully. Nevertheless, 
there are still peoples living in colonial dependence and under colonial 
rule, and not all the principles of the Declaration have been fully 
implemented as yet. 

The Government of the German Democratic Republic shares the view 
of the majority of states that the reason for this state of affairs lies 
in the increased efforts of certain powers to halt the process of the 
peoples’ liberation from colonial and racial oppression and exploitation 
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by resorting to political, economic and military pressure and to reverse 
progressive developments in independent states of Africa, Asia and 
Latin America by employing neo-colonialist methods. The continued 
existence of colonialism, apartheid and racial discrimination on the 
African and Asian continents and in other parts of the world represents 
a permanent threat to international security and world peace as was 
expressly stated by the XXIV session of the General Assembly in its 
Resolution 2878. 

These ideologies and practices, banned under international law, threaten 
the physical existence of African and Asian peoples. Cases in point are 
the aggression of the United States against Vietnam and other countries 
of Indochina, the continuing illegal occupation of Arab territory by 
Israel, Portugal’s colonial wars against Angola, Mozambique and 
Guinea-Bissau and repeated imperialist acts of aggression against 
Guinea and Senegal. 

In the interest of peace, international security and the independence 
of these peoples, the Government of the German Democratic Republic 
holds the view that all United Nations resolutions concerning the 
eradication of colonialism, neo-colonialism and racial discrimination 
in whatever form must be implemented immediately and fully by all 
states. 

The German Democratic Republic hails the fact that the United Nations 
Organization is making increased efforts towards the complete eradica- 
tion of colonial oppression. In the GDR’s view the Security Council’s 
first session on African soil, in Addis Ababa, and the Special Session of 
the Special Committee on Decolonization held in several African coun- 
tries in the spring of this year took valuable initiatives that have given 
fresh impetus to the African peoples’ struggle for the implementation 
of the Declaration on the Granting of Indepedence and the Programme 
of Action for the full implementation of the Declaration. 

The people and the Government of the German Democratic Republic 
support the peoples fighting for their national and social liberation. 
They give every political and material assistance to the peoples of 
Vietnam, Laos and Cambodia who are defending their right to self- 
determination. They display active solidarity with the national liberation 
movements in Africa, Asia and Latin America. In so doing, the German 
Democratic Republic lives up to the demand made in the Programme 
of Action for the full implementation of the Declaration on the 
Granting of Independence and reaffirmed in Resolutions 2874 
and 2878 of the XXIV session of the General Assembly that all-round 
solidarity should be extended to the peoples fighting for freedom and 
independence in all parts of the world. The Government of the German 
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Democratic Republic takes advantage of this opportunity to assure the 
countries and peoples engaged in the struggle against colonialism and 
imperialism once again of its firm support. 

Fighting against colonialism and building up a new order in the liber- 
ated territories, the patriots of Guinea-Bissau, Angola and Mozambique 
have scored considerable success. The national liberation movements 
control wide areas of these countries, guiding the political and military 
fight for liberation there. They are the only legitimate representatives 
of their peoples. The Government of the German Democratic Republic 
shares the view expressed in a resolution of the United Nations Special 
Committee on Decolonization of 13 April 1972 that the PAIGC is the only 
legitimate representative of the people of Guinea-Bissau, exercising as it 
does de facto control over this territory. The Government expects the 
XXVII session of the United Nations General Assembly to confirm the 
above-mentioned resolution of the Special Committee and to adopt 
further decisions regarding the complete eradication of Portuguese 
colonial rule. 

The German Democratic Republic has repeatedly come out against the 
illegal occupation of Namibia, demanding an end for political, economic 
and social discrimination against the African and coloured people in 
Namibia, South Africa and Southern Rhodesia. With deep concern the 
Government of the German Democratic Republic notes that the racist 
regimes in Pretoria and Salisbury continue to disregard the Charter and 
relevant resolutions of the United Nations. 

The Government of the German Democratic Republic vigorously 
condemns the fact that despite world-wide protests and unequivocal 
anti-colonialist decisions of the United Nations some imperialist states 
are continuously expanding their economic, political and military coop- 
eration with these regimes, thereby encouraging them to keep ignoring 
the decisions of the world organization. 

The United Nations Security Council has been compelled to deal time 
and again with violations by certain imperialist states of United Nations 
resolutions directed against colonialism and racism. New evidence of 
increasing cooperation between those States and the Republic of South 
Africa and Southern Rhodesia was recently presented in publications 
of the United Nations Special Committee on Apartheid and the Special 
Committee on Decolonization. In view of the increasing danger to the 
African peoples arising out of this policy, the immediate cessation of any 
support for the colonialist and racist regimes in southern Africa is 
crucial for the unrestricted fulfilment of the Declaration on the Grant- 
ing of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples and the Pro- 
gramme of Action for the full implementation of this Declaration. 
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The Government of the German Democratic Republic, which in 
accordance with United Nations resolutions maintains no relations 
whatsoever with South Africa and Southern Rhodesia, reaffirms that it 
will continue to abide strictly by relevant UN resolutions. 

The Government of the German Democratic Republic expresses the 
hope that in the face of the permanent threat to international peace, 
security and fundamental human rights emanating from colonialism, 
neo-colonialism and racism, the XXVII session will take decisions con- 
tributing towards the early and complete eradication of colonialism 
and racism. It is ready to support all measures to that effect and to con- 
tribute to the best of its abilities towards their implementation. 


The German Democratic Republic and the United Nations, 1972/9, pp. 50—52. 


Telegram addressed by the Minister of Foreign Affairs of 
the GDR, Otto Winzer, to the Chairman of the Fourth Com- 
mittee of the XXVII session of the UN General Assembly, 
Zdenek Cernik, concerning GDR measures to support the 
liberation struggle of the peoples in the territories under 
Portuguese rule 


24 October 1972 


In connection with the debate on the situation in the countries still 
under colonial rule and, in particular, with reference to Resolution 2795 
(XXVI), I should like to inform you, on behalf of the Government of 
the German Democratic Republic, of the attitude adopted by the GDR 
to the struggle of the peoples in the territories under Portuguese rule. 
The German Democratic Republic is deeply concerned at the continua- 
tion of Portuguese colonialist terror in Angola, Mazambique and 
Guinea-Bissau. It shares the view of the vast majority of United Nations 
member states that dangers to world peace and international security 
emanate from both Portuguese colonial rule and the policies of the 
racist regimes in southern Africa. 

To abolish colonialism once and for all in its forms and to bring about 
cooperation on an equal footing among peoples and states, the German 
Democratic Republic deems it necessary that the relevant resolutions 
adopted by the Security Council and the General Assembly be implement- 
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ed and that support given to the peoples’ liberation struggle in Angola, 
Mozambique and Guinea-Bissau. In accordance with the appeal issued 
by the United Nations to all states asking them to give these peoples 
any assistance in line with their possibilities, the GDR, for its part, has 
taken specific measures. 

In April of this year the First Secretary of the Central Committee of 
the Socialist Unity Party of Germany, Erich Honecker, and FRELIMO 
President Samora Machel had a friendly meeting in Berlin. The Joint 
Communiqué published on the President’s visit underlines the will of 
the GDR to give political support to the national liberation movements 
in their just struggle and to cooperate with them. 

Other highlights showing the close identification of the people and the 
Government of the GDR with the struggle of these peoples for national 
independence and self-determination were the visit of Amilcar Cabral, 
General Secretary of the PAIGC, and a Week of Solidarity for the peo- 
ples of Angola, Guinea-Bissau and Mozambique in the GDR. 

The GDR is convinced that it has acted in the spirit of the Programme 
of Action for the full implementation of the Declaration on the Grant- 
ing of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples and to have made 
a contribution to the implementation of resolution 2795 (XXVI) and of 
other relevant resolutions, passed by the United Nations. 

The German Democratic Republic welcomes the fact that for the first 
time representatives of liberation movements can attend the meetings 
of the Committee as observers. It expresses the hope that the discussion 
of the Fourth Committee will be successful and that they will produce 
results effectively contributing to the abolition of Portugal’s colonial 
rule over African peoples. 


The German Democratic Republic and the United Nations, 1972/9, pp. 57/58. 
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Telegram addressed by the Minister of Foreign Affairs of 
the GDR, Otto Winzer, to the Chairman of the Special Polit- 
ical Committee of the XXVII session of the UN General As- 
sembly, Hady Touré, concerning the policy of apartheid of 
South Africa 


3 November 1972 


It is with concern that the peoples and the Government of the German 
Democratic Republic note the further aggravation of the situation in 
southern Africa resulting from the inhuman policy of apartheid of the 
Government of the Republic of South Africa. 

In defiance of United Nations resolutions and appeals that regime 
continues to brutally suppress the native African population. It is 
making increased effort to expand its relations with the racist colonial 
regimes of Southern Rhodesia and Portugal and to considerably increase 
the production of weapons and military equipment. South Africa has 
increased the strength of its armed forces from 44,250 to 109,300 troops 
during the past twelve months. 

The GDR condemns this policy and is resolutely opposed to the 
assistance rendered to South Africa’s arms build-up by some imperialist 
states which to an increasing extent also supply weapons and other 
military equipment to South Africa. The supply of military equipment 
to the Vorster regime is in defiance of the United Nations and in viola- 
tion of Security Council resolutions, in particular of its Resolution 282 
of 23 July 1970 which, as is well known, calls upon all states to immedia- 
tely stop the sale and supply of all military equipment to South 
Africa. 

Defying the decision of the International Court of Justice and to rele- 
vant UN resolutions, the racist regime in Pretoria maintains the annexa- 
tion of Namibia where it seeks to enforce its apartheid policy and break 
up the territorial integrity of the country, and continues to plunder the 
people of Namibia. 

The GDR agrees with the view expressed in the report of the Special 
Committee on Apartheid to the General Assembly that it is imperative 
to adopt effective measures against South Africa and to ensure the 
strict observance to the embargo by all states without exception. 

The German Democratic Republic consistently adheres to the resolutions 
adopted by the UN General Assembly and the Security Council. It has 
not maintained any relations with the South Africa apartheid regime 
for years. 
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The GDR extends active and practical solidarity to the national libera- 
tion movements in Africa in their struggle against colonialism and 
racism. It will continue to support all UN resolutions conducive to 
realizing the right to self-determination of the African peoples still 
under colonial rule, particularly of the peoples of South Africa and 
Namibia. The GDR will also in future support all decisions by the 
United Nations directed against the racist and colonial conspiracy in 
southern Africa. 

I request Your Excellency to have this letter circulated as an official 
document of the Special Political Committee of the XXVII session of the 
UN General Assembly. 


The German Democratic Republic and the United Nations, 1972/9, pp. 54/55. 


Telegram addressed by the Minister of Foreign Affairs of 
the GDR, Otto Winzer, to the President of the Security 
Council, Jeanne Martin Cissé, concerning Portuguese ag- 
gression against Senegal 


9 November 1972 


I have the honour to inform you that the German Democratic Republic 
fully supports the Security Council Resolution of 23 October 1972 con- 
demning renewed Portuguese aggression against the Republic of Sene- 
gal. 

The raid by regular troops of the Portuguese colonial army on a 
Senegalese border village is no accident but clearly a deliberate act of 
aggression. In violation of resolutions of the Security Council and the 
United Nations General Assembly Portugal has intensified its criminal 
military operations to suppress national liberation movements. The 
Portuguese soldiery does not even shrink back from using chemical 
warfare agents, including napalm. Such actions again point to the 
dangers arising for the African continent, for peace and security from 
the maintenance of the remnants of colonialism. The GDR therefore 
reiterates its demand to immediately implement all UN stipulations 
aimed at putting an end to Portugal’s colonial rule in Angola, Mozam- 
bique and Guinea-Bissau. 

It reaffirms its view that it is in particular the comprehensive assistance 


219 


from abroad and the all-round support it is receiving from South Africa 
and Southern Rhodesia that put Portugal in a position to make attempts 
on the sovereignty and territorial integrity of independent African 
states. To prevent the continuation of this Portuguese policy it is 
indispensable, above all, that all states should adhere to the UN resolu- 
tions under which no political, moral and material support should be 
extended to Portugal. 

The German Democratic Republic, declaring its solidarity with the 
African peoples and national liberation movements in their struggle 
against Portuguese foreign rule, affirms that it will continue to support 
the efforts of the Security Council and the General Assembly of the 
United Nations towards the final liberation of the African countries 
still under colonial rule. 

I request Your Excellency to have this telegram circulated as an official 
document of the Security Council. 


The German Democratic Republic and the United Nations, 1972/9, p. 53. 


Joint communiqué on the visit of a delegation of the African 
National Congress of South Africa (ANC) to the GDR 


10 November 1972 


At the invitation of the Central Committee of the Socialist Unity Party 
of Germany, a delegation from the African National Congress of South 
Africa (ANC) spent the 5—10 November 1972 on a friendship visit to 
the GDR. The delegation was led by Oliver Tambo, the President of 
the ANC, Alfred Nzo, General Secretary of the ANC and two other 
leading members of the ANC also took part. 

The delegation conducted discussions with a delegation from the 
Central Committee of the SED under the leadership of Hermann Axen 
Politbureau member and Secretary of the SED Central Committee. Also 
on the SED delegation were: Fritz Miller, member to the Central 
Committee and department head in the Central Committee of the SED; 
Dr Egon Winkelmann, deputy head of the International Relations De- 
partment of the SED Central Committee; Wolfgang Schiissler, head of 
a Section of the International Relations Department of the SED Central 
Committee and Dr Siegfried Buttner, assistant in the International Rela- 
tions Department of the SED Central Committee. 
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The delegation during their stay in Erfurt county visited industrial and 
agricultural plants as well as cultural establishments and had several 
cordial meetings with the working people of the area. 

The delegation conducted a friendly exchange of opinions with mem- 
bers of the Erfurt County Committee of the SED. 

During the discussion, which took place in a warm and friendly atmos- 
phere, the further development of cooperation between the SED and 
the ANC was discussed. The two delegations exchanged opinions on 
present international problems. At the centre of the discussion was the 
safeguarding of world peace, the situation in Africa, in the Middle East 
and in Indochina, the struggle of the ANC for the liberation of the 
oppressed majority of the people of South Africa, and the strengthening 
of the links between the world socialist system, the international work- 
ing class and the national liberation movement. 

The SED delegation paid tribute to the difficult struggle of the oppressed 
black majority and all oppressed national groups and revolutionary 
forces in South Africa that are waging a selfless and resolute struggle 
against the fascist apartheid regime. Despite terror and persecution the 
ANC, in close cooperation with the Communist Party of South Africa 
and other progressive and democratic forces is organizing an anti- 
imperialist, democratic united front and stepping up the struggle for 
the overthrow of the hated racist regime in South Africa. Both delega- 
tions pointed out that the liberation struggle in South Africa is firmly 
linked with the struggle for national liberation in Zimbabwe, Mozam- 
bique, Angola, Guinea-Bissau and Namibia. 

The SED and the ANC firmly condemned the support of the imperialist 
countries for the Vorster regime, and the increasing cooperation be- 
tween NATO and the racist regime in South Africa, the neo-colonialist 
plans of South Africa, Rhodesia and Portugal to create a “white” bloc 
against the independent African states as well as against the national 
liberation movement in Africa. 

The SED reaffirmed the unwavering solidarity of the Central Committee 
and membership of the SED as well as all working people in the GDR 
with the ANC and the oppressed black majority in South Africa. 

The delegations from the SED and the ANC expressed their solidarity 
with the peoples of Africa and Asia in their just struggle against 
imperialism and colonialism, for national independence and social prog- 
ress. They call upon all anti-imperialist forces in the world to continue 
to extend political, moral and material support to the peoples of Africa, 
particularly South Africa, Namibia, Zimbabwe, Mozambique, Angola 
and Guinea-Bissau, in their fight for freedom and independence. 

The ANC delegation was deeply impressed by the successes of the GDR 
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and spoke highly of the way the decisions of the 8th Congress of the 
SED are put into practice. It praised the great achievements scored by 
the working people of the GDR under the leadership of the SED in the 
further construction of an advanced socialist society in the GDR. 

The ANC considers that the construction of socialism in the GDR is an 
important contribution to strengthening the forces of peace, national 
liberation and socialism throughout the world. 

The delegation welcomes the consolidation of the international position 
of the GDR, in particular the establishment of full diplomatic relations 
between the GDR and the Republic of India. It assured the SED of its 
solidarity with the struggle of the people of the GDR for the all-round 
strengthening of the worker’s and farmers’ state as well as for the 
recognition of the GDR by all countries. 

The SED delegation and the ANC delegation congratulated the CPSU 
and the Soviet people on the 55th anniversary of their Great October 
Socialist Revolution, and particularly on the 50th anniversary of the 
founding of the USSR, the first socialist country in the world. 

They express their recognition of the leading and outstanding inter- 
national role played by the CPSU in safeguarding peace and inter- 
national security, building socialism and communism, supporting all 
democratic anti-imperialist forces and strengthening the unity and 
cohesion of the three main revolutionary currents that exist in the world 
today. 

Both sides are of firm agreement that the balance of forces is further 
changing in favour of socialism and all anti-imperialist forces in the 
world. The strengthening of unity between the states of the socialist 
community and their coordinated approach constitute the main factor 
in the progress towards peace and international security. Both sides 
agree that détente and the consolidation of peace in Europe will be of 
benefit in the solving of burning international problems in Africa and 
other parts of the world. 

The SED and ANC delegations understand that the important agree- 
ments and treaties which have been concluded on the basis of peaceful 
coexistence and which recognize existing realities and frontiers, have 
created a new situation in Europe. In this connection both sides 
welcomed the signing of the Treaty on General Relations between the 
GDR and the FRG as a further success for the policy of peaceful co- 
existence. 

There exist favourable conditions for beginning multilateral prepara- 
tions for the European Conference on Security and Cooperation in 
Helsinki on 22 November 1972. Both sides reaffirmed that international 
security and cooperation demanded the prompt establishment of normal 
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relations between the GDR and other countries, including between the 
GDR and the FRG, as well as the prompt admission of the DDR as full 
member of the UN and its specialized agencies. 

The SED and the ANC stated their full and unlimited solidarity with 
the heroic struggle of the peoples of Indochina against barbaric US 
aggression. They spoke in favour of the immediate signing of an agree- 
ment for the cessation of the war unleashed by the USA against the 
people in Vietnam. 

Both sides discussed at length the situation in the Middle East and 
pointed out the dangerous escalation of imperialist Israeli aggression 
against the Arab peoples. They demand the immediate withdrawal of 
all Israeli troops of aggression from the occupied Arab lands and a just 
solution to the Middle East problem on the basis of the UN Security 
Council resolution of 22 November 1967. 

The SED and ANC delegations resolved to develop and deepen their 
relations in the interests of their common struggle for national and 
social liberation and for peace and socialism. 


German text in: Neues Deutschland, 12 November 1972. 


From a letter addressed by the Minister of Foreign Affairs of 
the GDR, Otto Winzer, to the Chairman of the Special Polit- 
ical Committee of the XXVII session of the UN General As- 
sembly, Hady Touré, concerning South Africa’s policy of 
apartheid 


11 November 1972 


It is with concern that the people and the Government of the German 
Democratic Republic note the further aggravation of the situation in 
southern Africa resulting from the inhuman policy of apartheid practised 
by the Government of the Republic of South Africa. 

In defiance of United Nations resolutions and appeals that regime 
continues to brutally suppress the indigenous African population. It 
is making increased effort to expand its relations with the racist colonial 
regimes of Southern Rhodesia and Portugal and to considerably increase 
the production of weapons and military equipment. South Africa has 
increased the strength of its armed forces from 44,250 to 109,300 troops 
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during the past twelve months. The GDR condemns this policy and is 
resolutely opposed to the assistance rendered to South Africa’s arms 
build-up by some imperialist states which to an increasing extent also 
supply weapons and other military equipment of South Africa. 

The supply of military equipment to the Vorster regime is in defiance 
of the United Nations and in violation of Security Council resolutions, 
in particular of its Resolution 282 of 23 July 1970 which, as is well known 
calls upon all states to immediately stop the sale and supply of all 
military equipment to South Africa. 

Defying the decision of the International Court of Justice and to 
relevant UN resolutions, the racist regime in Pretoria maintains the 
annexation of Namibia where it seeks to enforce its apartheid policy 
and break up the territorial integrity of the country, and continues to 
plunder the people of Namibia. 

The GDR agrees with the view expressed in the report of the Special 
Committee on Apartheid to the General Assembly that it is imperative 
to adopt effective measures against South Africa and to ensure the 
strict observance of the embargo by all states without exeption. 

The German Democratic Republic consistently adheres to the resolutions 
adopted by the UN General Assembly and the Security Council. It has 
not maintained any relations with the South African apartheid regime 
for years. 

The GDR extends active and practical solidarity to the national libera- 
tion movements in Africa in their struggle against colonialism and 
racism. It will continue to support all UN resolutions conducive to 
realizing the right to self-determination of the African peoples still 
under colonial rule, particularly of the peoples of South Africa and 
Namibia. 

The GDR will also in future support all decisions by the United Nations 
directed against the racist and colonial conspiracy in southern Africa. 


Foreign Affairs Bulletin, No. 33, 21 November 1972, p. 256. 
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Statement by the GDR on UN measures on war crimes and 
crimes against humanity 


16 February 1973 


On various occasions in the past the German Democratic Republic has 
brought its attitude on the prosecution and punishment of war criminals 
and persons guilty of crimes against humanity to the notice of the 
United Nations and has declared its readiness to accede to the Conven- 
tion on the Non-Applicability of Statutory Limitations to War Crimes 
and Crimes against Humanity. Now that it has been made possible for 
the German Democratic Republic to accede to the Convention, it will 
shortly take this step. 

The Constitution and legislation of the German Democratic Republic as 
well as its administration of justice are in full harmony with the 
generally recognized, cogent rules of international law as contained in 
the Convention of 26 November 1968. 

The generally binding principle of international law of the non-applic- 
ability of domestic statutes of limitation to war crimes and crimes 
against humanity, which has been observed in the German Democratic 
Republic from the beginning, was given the force of a directly valid 
constitutional principle in Article 91 of the Constitution of the German 
Democratic Republic of 8 April 1968, as were the mandatory rules of 
international law concerning the punishment of crimes against peace 
and humanity and of war crimes. 

This constitutional principle has been specified in concrete terms in the 
Penal Code of the German Democratic Republic. In Chapter I of the 
Special Section of the Penal Code, the constituent facts of crimes against 
peace and humanity, and war crimes have been defined in accordance 
with the Charter of the International Military Tribunal in Nuremberg 
of 8 August 1945 and other relevant international conventions. Article 84 
to the Penal Code clearly establishes the non-applicability of statutory 
limitations to “crimes against peace, humanity and human rights, and 
to war crimes”. 

In agreement with these binding norms and principles of international 
law 12,831 persons were brought to trial in the territory of the German 
Democratic Republic between 8 May 1945 and 25January 1973 for 
international crimes committed by them. 

Also in this respect, and especially here, the policy and legal system 
of the German Democratic Republic have served the purpose of banish- 
ing war crimes and crimes against humanity for ever from international 
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life. Acting in harmony with these inalienable principles of government 
policy, the German Democratic Republic will also in future see to it 
that all persons responsible for such crimes whom it succeeds in 
apprehending will receive just punishment in accordance with inter- 
national law. Citizens of the German Democratic Republic guilty of such 
crimes will, as a matter of principle, be called to account by courts of 
the German Democratic Republic. 

The German Democratic Republic has been and remains prepared, 
however, in accordance with the Moscow Declaration of 30 October 1943, 
the London Four-Péwer Agreement of 8 August 1945, and Article3 of 
the Convention on the Non-Applicability of Statutory Limitations to 
War Crimes and Crimes against Humanity of 26 November 1968, to 
extradite persons for war crimes and crimes against humanity to other 
states. On the basis of inter-governmental agreements it extradites war 
criminals and persons guilty of crimes against humanity to states where 
these crimes were committed and which suffered direct damage through 
these crimes, provided that the prosecution and punishment of these 
crimes in accordance with international law and the Convention on 
the Non-Applicability of Statutory Limitations is guaranteed there in 
the same way as it is in the German Democratic Republic. 

In harmony with the principle of universality applicable to international 
crimes as contained, among others, in the above-mentioned Moscow 
Declaration of 30 October 1943, the Convention on the Non-Applicability 
of Statutory Limitations to War Crimes and Crimes against Humanity 
and also in the Law of the German Democratic Republic on the Non- 
Applicability of Statutory Limitations to War Crimes and Crimes against 
Humanity of 1September 1964, the German Democratic Republic is 
providing, both of its own accord and in compliance with letters 
rogatory, to all states, including those with which no inter-governmental 
agreements on legal assistance have yet been concluded, evidence and 
information relating to such international crimes and their perpetra- 
tors. 

The German Democratic Republic shares the conviction of the USSR 
as expressed in the latter’s note of 16 August 1972 that international 
cooperation in the tracking down, detection, arrest, extradition, trial 
and punishment of persons responsible for war crimes and crimes 
against humanity is an important element in averting such crimes, 
protecting human rights, strengthening trust and promoting cooperation 
between peoples, and preserving peace and international security. Like 
the USSR, the German Democratic Republic strongly supports all 
measures designed to put an end to war crimes and crimes against 
humanity and to punish all persons guilty of such crimes, measures 
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serving the expansion of cooperation among states to track down, detect, 
arrest, extradite, try and punish persons who committed war crimes and 
crimes against humanity or commit such crimes. 
The German Democratic Republic emphatically underlines the need—as 
pointed out by the Secretary-General of the United Nations in his Study 
(see Document A/8823 of 17 October para. 60, and Document E/CN. 4/983, 
items 212 and 412) to bring laws on extradition, bilateral treaties and 
the practice of states fully into harmony with the basic principles of 
international law concerning the extradition of war criminals and of 
persons who have committed crimes against humanity. 
In view of the fact that the binding norms and principles of inter- 
national law with regard to the tracking down, detection, arrest, 
extradition, trial and punishment of war criminals and perpetrators of 
crimes against humanity are not yet applied in every case in inter-state 
relations the German Democratic Republic is submitting to the Sec- 
retary-General of the United Nations the proposal that all states be 
asked: 

1. That when concluding agreements on legal assistance or extradition, 
supplementary treaties or similar bilateral or multilateral agreements 
in international law they should, with regard to crimes constituting 
the facts of the crimes laid down in ArticleI of the Convention on 
the Non-Applicability of Statutory Limitations to War Crimes and 
Crimes against Humanity, agree on mutual juridical relations and 
international cooperation in the tracking down, detection, arrest, 
extradition, trial and punishment of war criminals and perpetrators 
of crimes against humanity on the basis of the relevant conventions 
of the United Nations; 

2. That they should establish domestic regulations that correspond to 
such conventions or repeal domestic or inter-governmental arrange- 
ments at variance with them, and grant no protection to fugitive 
war criminals, regardless of whether they are fascist criminals or 
persons committing such crimes at the present time in various parts 
of the world in connection with wars of aggression and policies of 
racism, apartheid and colonialism. 


Foreign Affairs Bulletin, No. 7, 28 February 1973, p. 39. 
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Telegram addressed by the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the 
GDR, Otto Winzer, to UN Secretary-General Dr Kurt Wald- 
heim, to mark the International Day for the Elimination of 
Racial Discrimination 


21 March 1973 


I have the honour to inform you that the German Democratic Republic 
fully supports the appeal you have issued on the occasion of the 
International Day for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination. The 
German Democratic Republic which does maintain any relations with 
the Republic of South Africa will continue to adhere strictly to the 
relevant resolutions of the UN Security Council and the UN General 
Assembly against the apartheid régime. 

The GDR above all welcomes the demand made in the appeal that all 
states immediately discontinue military and political cooperation with 
South Africa. In this connection the GDR considers it necessary to point 
out that South Africa has stepped up its efforts to build up its own 
arms industry and to provide its troops with sophisticated weapons. 

At the same time, the racist colonial régimes in southern Africa have 
stepped up the oppression of the indigenous African population and the 
exploitation of the non-white workers of South Africa, Namibia and 
Southern Rhodesia. 

The GDR is opposed to any economic, political and military support 
enabling these régimes to keep African peoples in colonial dependency, 
to oppress and exploit them. Such encouragement contradicts resolutions 
of the United Nations which strictly condemn these régimes and their 
policy. 

The persistent violations of international obligations by South Africa, 
Southern Rhodesia and Portugal and their imperialist allies have aggra- 
vated the situation on the continent, threatening the independence of 
African states and thus endangering peace and international security. 
In the light of this situation, the GDR stands for effective collective 
measures by the United Nations to compel the colonial racist régimes to 
respect the demands of the peoples as expressed in the resolutions of 
the XXVII session of the UN General Assembly. 

On the occasion of the International Day for the Elimination of Racial 
Discrimination the German Democratic Republic reiterates its close 
bonds and active solidarity with the African peoples fighting against 
colonial and racist oppression. It will also in future contribute every- 
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thing in its power to eliminating colonialism, racism and racial dis- 
crimination completely and permanently. 


Foreign Affairs Bulletin, No. 10, 2 April 1973, p. 97. 


Joint declaration issued by the Solidarity Committee of the 
GDR, the National Council of the National Front of the 
GDR, the National Executive of the Confederation of Free 
German Trade Unions, the Central Council of the Free Ger- 
man Youth, the Peace Council of the GDR, and the GDR- 
Africa Friendship Society, on the occasion of the Week of 
Solidarity with the peoples under colonial rule in Southern 
Africa, in Guinea-Bissau and the Cape Verde Islands in their 
struggle for freedom, independence and equal rights 


May 1973 


Wherever the peoples of Africa are fighting for their freedom, independ- 
ence, equal rights and social progress, the people of the German Dem- 
ocratic Republic, like all the peoples of the socialist community, stands 
in active solidarity at their side. We have therefore great pleasure in 
adopting the recommendation of the XXVII session of the UN General 
Assembly to hold a Solidarity Week starting from 25 May, the day of 
African Unity. This recommendation provides us with an opportunity 
of assuring the people of South Africa, Zimbabwe, Namibia, Angola, 
Guinea-Bissau and the Cape Verde Islands, Mozambique and other 
territories under colonial rule, of our staunch friendship and profound 
solidarity. 

The shocking report of a working group of the UN Human Rights 
Commission and the documents presented at the Oslo Conference of 
Experts on the Victims of Colonialism and Apartheid have again un- 
masked the monstrous crimes which fascist Portugal and the racist 
régimes in South Africa and Zimbabwe are committing against the 
African peoples. The murder of the outstanding leader of the African 
Independence Party of Guinea and the Cape Verde Islands (PAIGC), 
Amilcar Cabral, by Portuguese stooges and agents is a further link in 
the chain of this cruel colonial terror. 
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We condemn in the most resolute possible way the behaviour of the 
imperialist NATO countries, including the USA, the FRG and Great 
Britain, in defiance of the resolutions of the UN and the protests of 
progressive humanity, in giving comprehensive aid to the colonial and 
racist régimes and further strengthening their unholy alliance against 
the freedom struggle. Portugal’s attempt to hand a democratic cloak 
over its barbaric policy of oppression by holding so-called elections in 
the colonial territories will neither confuse the African peoples nor 
impair the growing support of all progressive forces for the just libera- 
tion struggle. 

In common with all democratic and peace-loving people in the world 
we demand the final elimination of racism, racial discrimination and 
apartheid in southern Africa. 

Despite the increasingly cruel methods of waging war used by the 
Portuguese, the increasingly brutal uppression of the just struggle of 
the working people in South Africa and Namibia and the intensified 
discrimination against the African population in Zimbabwe, the libera- 
tion movements have been able to achieve great successes at home, in 
the building up of new society in the liberated territories, and also in 
the international arena. 

With close sympathy and solidarity the population of the GDR is follow- 
ing the just struggle of the peoples of Africa, a struggle which is an 
inseparable component of the world-wide struggle against imperialism. 
The Government of the GDR has repeatedly told the UN, the OAU and 
other international organizations and irstitutions to overcome completely 
all manifestations of colonialism, racism, racial discrimination and 
apartheid. We are waiting and are always ready to extend active moral, 
political and material support. 

The experience of the common anti-imperialist struggle confirms that 
the Soviet Union and all the countries of the socialist community are 
the genuinely consistent allies of the peoples struggling for their national 
liberation. We are certain that the approaching World Congress of Peace 
Forces in Moscow and the Tenth World Festival of Youth and Students 
in Berlin will represent further high points in the unity and cohesion of 
the world anti-imperialist movement. 

May the Week of Solidarity in the GDR contribute to the further 
strengthening of the firm bonds of friendship between the people of the 
GDR and the peoples of South Africa, Southern Rhodesia, Namibia, 
Angola, Guinea-Bissau and Mozambique. 


German text in: GDR Solidarity Committee Archives. 
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Statement by a spokesman of the Ministry of Foreign Af- 
fairs of the GDR concerning the atrocities perpetrated by 
the Portuguese colonial soldiery in Mozambique 


17 July 1973 


The latest news of the barbarous crime committed by Portuguese 
soldiery in Mozambique has provoked indignation and disgust in the 
German Democratic Republic. The appalling murders and tortures to 
which the peoples of Mozambique, Angola and Guinea-Bissau are ex- 
posed have shocked and alarmed world opinion. 

The spokesman recalled, among other things, the dastardly assassination 
of Amilcar Cabral, the widely respected General Secretary of the African 
Independence Party of Guinea-Bissau and the Cape Verde Islands. 

By its rule of terror fascist Portugal is demonstrating the extreme 
inhumanity of the imperialist policy of violence and repression. 

If it were not for the constant military, political and economic support 
from imperialist NATO states, Portugal would not be in a position to 
maintain its colonial rule in Mozambique, Angola and Guinea-Bissau 
any longer. In this connection the spokesman for the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs points to the continuous arms supplies received by Portugal 
from these states. The intensification of relations between the NATO 
countries and Portugal and the stepped-up colonial terror accompanying 
it are an open challenge to all democratic and peace forces in the 
world. 

The Portuguese colonial rulers and the NATO circles backing them 
do not want to accept the fact that the time of colonial rule over 
African peoples has ended. In wild frustration they are resorting to 
increasingly savage methods to drown in blood the just and successful 
struggle of liberation movements of Mozambique, Angola and Guinea- 
Bissau. 

The GDR has been linked in solidarity from the start with the just 
struggle waged with such dedication by the peoples of Mozambique, 
Angola and Guinea-Bissau. It has granted the liberation movements of 
these countries assistance and support and will continue to do so. Just as 
unreservedly the GDR support the efforts of the UNO directed against 
inhuman policies, against the policies practised by the Portuguese colonial 
regime in Africa in defiance of all principles of human decency and 
international understanding. 


Foreign Affairs Bulletin, No. 21, 23 July 1973, pp. 149/150. 
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Message of greetings addressed by the GDR Solidarity Com- 
mittee and the GDR Committee for Human Rights to the 
Headquarters of the South West African People’s Organiza- 
tion (SWAPO) in Lusaka to mark the 7th anniversary of the 
beginning of armed struggle in Namibia 


22, August 1973 


On the occasion of the 7th anniversary of the beginning of the armed 
national rising in Namibia, the Solidarity Committee of the German 
Democratic Republic and the GDR Committee for Human Rights extend 
to you and all the combatants of SWAPO their fraternal greetings of 
solidarity. 

With great and deep sympathy we are following the powerful and 
courageous struggle taken up by the people of Namibia under the 
leadership of SWAPO for the right to self-determination, for national 
independence, for the realization of social demands, for democratic rights 
and human dignity. 

In defiance of the rulings of the International Court of Justice and of 
correspondingly resolutions passed by the UN, the racist regime in 
Pretoria continues the annexation of Namibia. Here too it is trying 
to carry through its policy of apartheid, condemned as a crime against 
humanity, to destroy the territorial unity of the country and to continue 
the exploitation of Namibia with the support given by foreign monop- 
olies. 

With abhorrence and indignation, the people of the German Democratic 
Republic has always strictly denounced the inhuman and illegal system 
marked by colonial oppression, humiliating working conditions and the 
barbarous exploitation of the population of Namibia by the South 
African racist regime. At the same time, we condemn the support given 
by leading NATO states to the bloody colonial rule of the South African 
apartheid regime. 

We agree with the view expressed in the report of the Anti-Apartheid 
Committee to the UN General Assembly that effective measures against 
South Africa must be adopted soon and that the strict observance of the 
embargo must be absolutely guaranteed by all States. In this connection 
we also appreciate the activities recently undertaken by UN Secretary- 
General Dr Kurt Waldheim with a view to securing independence for 
Namibia as a sovereign state. 

The resolutions adopted by the 21st session of the OAU Council of 
Ministers, held in Addis Ababa, with which we entirely agree, will all 
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over the world promote international support for the just struggle of 
the people of Namibia. 

As a part of the socialist community of states, with the Soviet Union in 
the lead, we shall likewise strengthen our efforts to give all-round 
support to the struggle of SWAPO as the leader of the people of 
Namibia. We shall also continue to support UN resolutions designed to 
assert the right to self-determination of the African people still under 
colonial rule. 

You will always be able to count on us as your staunch friends and 
allies. 

The lessons of history prove that in the struggle of the peoples against 
exploitation, racism, colonialism and imperialism the just cause of the 
oppressed peoples will triumph. 


GDR Solidarity Committee Archives. 


From the message of greetings addressed by the Chairman 
of the GDR Council of Ministers, Willi Stoph, to the 
4th Conference of Heads of State and Government of Non- 
Aligned States in Algiers 


5 September 1973 


The German Democratic Republic, closely allied with all states and 
national liberation movements which fight against imperialism, colonial- 
ism, apartheid and racial discrimination, welcomes the holding of the 
Conference of Heads of State and Government of Non-Aligned States in 
Algiers. It is convinced that this Conference will give fresh impetus to 
the struggle to consolidate national independence to counter imperialist 
influences, and resolve conflicts arising from imperialist aggression. 
The period between the conferences of Lusaka and Algiers was char- 
acterized by notable successes in the struggle for peace, independence 
and social progress in various parts of the world. A particularly striking 
proof of this development is the victory won by the Vietnamese people 
with the support of the progressive forces of the world. This was a victory 
over imperialist aggressors of truly historic dimensions. 

The German Democratic Republic welcomes the fact that the Confer- 
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ence of Heads of State and Government of Non-Aligned States has set 
itself the task of contributing towards consolidated peace and security 
in the world by coordinated actions. In view of the dangerous situation 
existing in the Middle East as a result of continued Israeli aggression, 
systematic steps in this direction are of special significance. To ensure 
international security urgently requires the elimination of this hotbed 
of tension by reaching a political settlement based on the complete 
withdrawal of the Israeli troops from the occupied Arab territories and 
on respect for the legitimate rights of the states and peoples of that 
region, including the Arab people of Palestine. 

The German Democratic Republic also attaches extraordinary impor- 
tance to another task formulated by the Conference of the Heads of 
State and Government of Non-Aligned States to help promote the posi- 
tive trends discernible in international relations, reduce international 
tensions, and apply the principles of peaceful coexistence. The efforts 
undertaken by the GDR together with the USSR and other socialist 
states to continue the process of détente in Europe and to create a stable 
security system on this continent also serve this aim. The GDR will do 
everything in its power so that the first all-European conference of 
states on security and cooperation may decisively contribute towards 
attaining this objective. 

To implement such principles as the inviolability of frontiers, the prohi- 
bition of aggressions and respect for sovereignty and territorial integ- 
rity on the European continent, which are important for peaceful inter- 
governmental relations, would at the same time constitute an important 
step on the way to international security. Their reaffirmation would 
make it easier for peoples and states in other regions to enforce their 
sovereign rights vis-a-vis all imperialist and colonialist designs. It 
would, on the other hand, make it more difficult for the advocates of 
the aggressive policies pursued in Israel and in other places to cling to 
their policy which is in complete contradiction to these principles. 

Over the last few years the joint efforts of socialist and numerous non- 
aligned states have broken once and for all the political and diplomatic 
blockade imposed on the GDR by imperialism. It is the heartfelt desire 
of the Council of Ministers and of the people of the GDR to take advan- 
tage of this Conference to express once again their thanks to all non- 
aligned states who helped to bring this about. 

The GDR will continue to use its international position to promote the 
struggle for national independence and social liberation, and it will 
remain a dependable ally and friend of all peoples and states fighting 
against imperialism, colonialism, apartheid and racial discrimination. It 
assures the states represented in Algiers that it will continue to extent 
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support and solidarity to the national liberation movements and in line 
with its possibilities, assist the struggle of the non-aligned states to 
consolidate their political and economic independence, to achieve and 
maintain full control over their natural resources and to eliminate all 
forms of colonialist and neo-colonialist oppression, exploitation and dis- 
crimination. 

I should like to wish Your Excellency and all representatives of non- 
aligned states and of national liberation movements attending this Con- 
ference further successes in the fight for peace and progress, in the 
struggle against imperialism, colonialism, apartheid and racism. May 
this Conference become a milestone in the joint endeavours of all those 
forces who are committed to that noble aim of mankind: safeguarding 
social progress and guaranteeing world peace. 


Foreign Affairs Bulletin, No. 25, 10 September 1973, pp. 183/184. 


From the address given by the Minister of Foreign Affairs 
of the GDR, Otto Winzer, to the XXVIII session of the UN 
General Assembly 


19 September 1973 


On the occasion of the admission of the German Democratic Republic 
to the United Nations Organization that took place yesterday, I should 
like to address a few words of sincere gratitude to the XXVIII session of 
the General Assembly. 


The admission of the German Democratic Republic to the United 
Nations Organization is a most welcome event of truly historic signifi- 
cance in the life of our people. It marks a culminating point in the pro- 
cess of the German Democratic Republic becoming an equal member 
of the international community. Between the majority of the United 
Nations member states and the German Democratic Republic normal 
relations based on international law have been established on the prin- 
ciples enunciated in the United Nations Charter. Undoubtedly, this also 
reflects the favourable developments which have occurred in the last 
few years in international relations between states and peoples. I] am, 
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therefore, not overstating the case when I say that the admission of the 
German Democratic Republic and of the Federal Republic of Germany, 
which are both situated in the heart of Europe, as two sovereign 
mutually independent states with different social systems, is another 
important step towards improving the European situation and that in 
the world at large. 


The German Democratic Repubilc was founded in October 1949. The 
road it has followed to this historic day has been long and arduous, but 
successful. The people and the government of the German Democratic 
Republic have followed this road unswervingly, firmly convinced of 
their just cause. They have once and for all put an end to the aggressive 
and militarist policy of the former imperialist German Reich, the chief 
instigator of two world wars that brought immense suffering and untold 
sorrow to the nations of the world. The presence and membership of 
the peace-loving socialist German Democratic Republic in the United 
Nations is therefore in full conformity with the noble aims inscribed in 
its Charter. 


In accordance with the principles of the United Nations Charter the 
foreign policy of our country is aimed at understanding and peaceful 
cooperation among states. The GDR firmly holds the view that the 
threat and use of force should be removed forever from international 
relations. It condemns the colonial and racist oppression and exploita- 
tion of peoples. It extends solidarity to the peoples fighting for their 
liberation. In close association with the Union of Soviet Socialist Repub- 
lics and other socialist states, the German Democratic Republic will 
constructively cooperate with all states to accomplish the tasks of the 
United Nations. 

The Government of the German Democratic Republic has asked 
me to assure you that as a member of the United Nations the 
German Democratic Republic will fulfil in good faith all its obligations. 
With all the means and resources at its command it will assist the 
United Nations in attaining its noble aims. It is ready to develop friendly 
relations with the United Nations member states, relations based on 
respect for the principle of equality and peoples’ right to self-determina- 
tion. In conformity with the Charter of the United Nations it will do 
all it can to help strengthen world peace. 


Foreign Affairs Bulletin, No. 26, 21 September 1973, pp. 189/190. 
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From the message addressed by the Minister of Foreign Af- 
fairs of the GDR, Otto Winzer, to the UN Secretary-General 
Dr Kurt Waldheim, on the measures taken by the Govern- 
ment of the GDR to implement the UN Declaration on the 
Strengthening of International Security 


20 September 1973* 


The XXVII session of the UN General Assembly has in its Resolution 
Nr. 2993 reaffirmed the great importance of the aims and principles 
of the United Nations Charter for the devolopment of trust and good- 
neighbourly relations among states and the promotion of peaceful 
international cooperation. 

Since the adoption of Resolution 2991 on 15 December 1972 further 
positive changes have taken place in the political life of the peoples. 
These confirm that the conscientious observance and application of the 
principles of peaceful coexistence anchored in the UN Charter guaran- 
tees international security and peace between states. 

The international situation has changed significantly, thanks to the 
initiatives of the USSR and the other states of the socialist community, 
as well as to the increased readiness of western governments to take 
account of international realities, especially since the beginning of 
contacts and talks on a European security conference. The German 
Democratic Republic, which attaches the highest priority in its foreign 
policy to the strengthening of international security, has through rele- 
vant proposals, initiatives, and a high degree of willingness to adopt an 
understanding attitude, actively contributed to the emergence of 
real conditions for the guaranteeing of security and a lasting peace on 
European continent. 


The German Democratic Republic welcomes the conclusion of agree- 
ments between the Soviet Union and the USA as an important event 
in contemporary international relations, the implications of which go 
beyond the bilateral framework. Of particular significance is the agree- 
ment on the prevention of nuclear war, which counteracts the danger 
of an atomic war breaking out. 

The GDR supports the UN appeal to all states to make serious efforts 
to comply with the request, contained in the Declaration on Strength- 
ening International Security and reaffirmed in Resolution 2991, to take 
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measures aimed at containing, restricting and completely halting the 
arms race. The GDR supports all steps in this direction. With the ratifi- 
cation on 16 October 1972 of the Convention on the Prohibition of the 
Development, Production and Stockpiling of Bacteriological (Biological) 
and Toxin Weapons and Their Destruction, the GDR made its contribu- 
tion to the implementation of this important convention. It also supports 
the holding of a world disarmament conference which would unite the 
efforts of all states to achieve arms limitations and disarmament. The 
GDR would like to take advantage of this opportunity to reaffirm that 
it is ready to play an active part in the preparation and holding of such 
a conference. 

In accordance with the provisions of the United Nations Charter and 
the generally accepted standards of international law the German Dem- 
ocratic Republic actively supports the final elimination of all forms of 
colonialism and racism. It resolutely condemns the crimes committed by 
the Portuguese colonial soldiery in Guinea-Bissau, Mozambique and 
Angola, with which Portugal demonstrates the complete inhumanity 
of imperialist policies of force and oppression. The GDR feels itself 
closely bound up with the just struggle of the peoples fighting for their 
freedom and national self-determination. 

It has extended and is extending aid and support to the liberation 
movements of these countries and promotes without reservation all 
efforts made by the United Nations to end the practices, inimical to 
humanity, of colonialism and racism. 

The demands contained in the Declaration on Strengthening Interna- 
tional Security are as topical now as before. The United Nations 
Organization should take advantage of the more favourable internation- 
al conditions that have arisen to promote, in accordance with the 
principles of the Charter and the Declaration on Strengthening Inter- 
national Security, the efforts being made to achieve détente. In this 
connection great importance is attached to measures aimed at the elimi- 
nation of acute hotbeds of war and tension, as well as to the creation of 
conditions which exclude the occurrence of new armed conflicts be- 
tween states. 

The GDR expects concrete measures to be taken for the implementation 
of the proposal made by the Soviet Union at the XXVII session of the 
UN General Assembly on the non-use of force in international relations 
and a permament ban on the use of nuclear weapons. The implementa- 
tion of this Soviet proposal would contribute in great measure to the 
strengthening of international security and to the prevention of new 
acts of aggression. 

The German Democratic Republic will continue to make a constructive 


238 


contribution to the maintenance of peace, the strengthening of interna- 
tional security, and the development of peaceful cooperation among 
states. 


German text in: Aussenpolitische Korrespondenz, No. 38, 20 September 1973, 
pp. 300/301. 


Statement made by Prof. Bernhard Graefrath on behalf of 
the GDR in the Third Committee of the XXVIII session of 
the UN General Assembly, concerning the Decade for Ac- 
tion to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination 


28 September 1973 


The Government of the German Democratic Republic has been con- 
cerned for years with many of the questions falling within the com- 
petence of this Committee. My Government has explained its views in 
statements, reports and comments and has—as is well known—always 
favoured the struggle against racism and colonialism, particularly all 
measures taken against apartheid. 

As soon as the opportunity arose, the GDR acceded to such important 
conventions as the Convention against Genocide and the Convention 
on the Elimination of all Forms of Racial Discrimination. 

In the German Democratic Republic, the struggle against racism and 
for the maintenance and safeguarding of human rights began with 
the eradication of Nazism, the dismantling of the German fascist regime 
which had unleashed the Second World War and had made racism 
the official ideology to justify its plans for world domination, for 
plundering and exterminating entire peoples. 

As the German Democratic Republic sees it, the promotion and encour- 
agement of respect for human rights is most closely connected with 
the safeguarding of peace on the basis of the sovereign equality of 
states as laid down in the UN Charter. 

My Government has always supported all measures taken by the 
United Nations to combat racism in all its forms. It has therefore 
complied with the sanctions imposed on the colonialist and racist 
régimes in southern Africa and has extended active solidarity to the 
oppressed peoples’ liberation struggle. 
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Racism is one of the gravest violations of elementary human rights. It 
is a source of untold human suffering. This is not only true of outra- 
geous incidents as the recent murder of miners at Carletonville. It is 
equally true of the many less apparent forms of discrimination in all 
spheres of human life which destroy human dignity and degrade man 
to an inferior labor slave. 

As the history of the last 25 years has shown racism is not just a per- 
version of individuals or of a group nor is it a national characteristic, 
rather it is one of the means which imperialism employs to oppress and 
plunder peoples. It is an instrument of colonialism to enslave peoples; 
it serves to justify the extermination of entire groups of people, and 
wherever it becomes official policy it jeopardizes peace and security. 
Repeatedly, various UN bodies have rightly described the continued 
existence of the apartheid regime as a threat to peace and a crime 
against humanity. 

With the construction of socialism in the GDR the most important 
socio-economic roots of racism—capitalist exploitation and imperialism— 
have been eliminated and social relations established that rule out 
racism and racial discrimination. This finds expression in the Constitu- 
tion and legislation of the GDR as well as in everyday life. The Con- 
stitution proclaims in Article 20 equal rights for all citizens irrespec- 
tive of race and nationality, and declares in Article 6 that any manifes- 
tation of racial and national hatred is criminal. The spirit of interna- 
tional friendship is present in all fields of life in the GDR—be it educa- 
tion, culture, sports or any other areas. Nobody is discriminated against 
in my country for reasons of colour or race nor is there any discrimi- 
nation against foreign workers. Our schools and universities and public 
offices are open to any citizen, and our textbooks are evidence of the 
spirit of humanism and internationalism in which young people in the 
GDR are being brought up. United Nations representatives have been 
able to see this for themselves, for instance on the occasion of the 
Tenth World Festival of Youth and Students. Let me refer here to the 
report of the representative of the Special Committee on Apartheid, 
Doc. A/AC. 115 SR. 256. 

In saying this we do not mean to blow our own trumpet. We rather feel 
that the United Nations, which was born in the fight against the racist 
Nazi regime, has a right to know how the legacy of expansionism and 
Nazism left by the German Reich has been overcome in the German 
Democratic Republic. 

The delegation of the German Democratic Republic attaches great import- 
ance to the programme for a Decade of Action to Combat Racism and Ra- 
cial Disrimination. We believe it is high time effective measures were 
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enforced against all forms of racism. The GDR delegation regards the 
programme put forward as an essential step towards reaching this goal. 
But to put it into practice, it will be necessary to enlist the active 
cooperation of all states and international organizations, if possible. We 
think it would be a very important step towards international cooper- 
ation in combating racism, if more states were to accede to the Con- 
vention on the Elimination of all Forms of Racial Discrimination. We 
welcome the fact that the programme is clearly aimed at positive action 
and that it is designed to combine appropriate means at various levels 
to combat the different forms of racism. It is this complexity of mea- 
sures which seems so important to us. It is necessary indeed to make 
it clear that racism can only be countered through information and 
education where it is due to ignorance. But where is deliberately used 
to confuse, misinform or exploit peoples, where racism is the official 
doctrine or where it is tolerated or encouraged to maintain racist rule, 
information can achieve no more than making public opinion, the 
people concerned and other, aware of the criminal nature of a particu- 
lar racist regime or a policy conducive to racism. 

To overcome such racism, more far-reaching measures are required. 

We are pleased to note that the project of a convention against the crime 

of apartheid has explicitly been made a constitutent part of the pro- 

gramme. We wish to underline that the implementation of sanctions 
against racist regimes as repeatedly urged by the General Assembly do 
belong to the programme of action against racism. We attach particular 
importance to all practical measures against racism, such as the complete 
isolation of racist organizations; and we support the demands of the 

Oslo Conference that sanctions against racist regimes should be tight- 

ened and expanded. The principal demands raised there were fully 

supported—as is well know—by the Algiers Conference on Non-Aligned 

Countries. They are contained in the Programme of Action adopted by 

the Oslo Conference and published in document A/9061 para. 49. 

In this context, the GDR delegation has noted with interest the proposi- 

tions made by the Syrian Arab Republic in document A/9094, page 6: 

— To invite all States to refrain from offering any assistance to 
Governments which refuse to permit the indigenous people to return 
to the countries from where they have been expelled on racial 
grounds or because of doctrines based on racial discrimination and 

— to adopt legislation designed to prevent and punish activities by 
persons or groups aiming at inciting people to emigrate with a view 
to settling on or occupying land belonging to others. 

The proposals of the Syrian Arab Republic refer to concrete forms of 

a racist land settlement policy as it was once pursued by Prussian 
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colonizers against the Slavs and as it is practised today by Israel, South 
Africa, Portugal and Southern Rhodesia. 

The Commission has gathered a wealth of experience in the struggle 
to promote human rights. It could very well assume the task of 
monitoring the implementation of the programme it has worked out. 
This would also be in line with the high priority which the struggle 
against racism assumes within the framework of international mea- 
sures to promote human rights. 

The delegation of the German Democratic Republic expressed the hope 
that the joint efforts of the states respecting the UN Charter will lead to 
tangible positive results in combating racial discrimination. The GDR 
is prepared to contribute actively to the struggle against racism and 
racial discrimination and to support every constructive formula pro- 
posed. 


The German Democratic Republic and the United Nations, 1973/10, pp. 85—88. 


From the speech given by the Minister of Foreign Affairs 
of the GDR, Otto Winzer, at the XXVIII session of the UN 
General Assembly 


1 October 1973 


The membership of the German Democratic Republic in the United 
Nations, acquired only a few days ago, provides an opportunity for its 
Minister of Foreign Affairs to outline for the first time before this 
world forum the policy of the socialist German state and its position on 
important current tasks and problems of the United Nations. 

In the view of the German Democratic Republic its admission to the 
United Nations is a historic event, for it implies that the post-war 
period in Europe has come to an end. Please remember that the first 
documents in which the Powers of the anti-Hitler coalition called for 
the establishment of a United Nations organization were, at the same 
time, documents of the fight against fascist German imperialism. 
Exactly three decades ago, in October 1943, the Allied Powers adopted 
the Moscow Declaration on General Security, in which they pledged 
their determination to enforce the unconditional surrender of Hitler 
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fascism. At the same time, they recognized: “... the necessity of estab- 
lishing ... a general international organization based on the principle 
of the sovereign equality of all peace-loving States and open to member- 
ship by all such States, large or small, for the maintenance of inter- 
national peace and security.” 

In the three decades from October 1943 to October 1973, profound 
changes have taken place on the international scene. To bring them 
about the necessary conditions had to be created in Europe, and chiefly 
in the territory of the former German Reich. To this end the Potsdam 
Agreement, concluded after the end of the Hitler war, made provision 
for the extirpation of German militarism and Nazism, the democratiza- 
tion of social life, the punishment of war and Nazi criminals, and the 
curbing of the power of monopolies. These measures were designed to 
guarantee that no war could ever again start from German soil. 

The German Democratic Republic was established in October 1949 on 
these sound foundations. Enterprises of war and Nazi criminals had 
been transferred into public ownership by referendum; under a dem- 
ocratic agrarian reform land had been parcelled out among the peasants; 
Nazi and militarist elements had been removed from all public posts; 
war and Nazi criminals had been strictly punished; and the entire 
education system had been remodelled along democratic lines. The evil 
spirit of racial hatred and chauvinism had been completely eradicated. 
Basic human rights such as the fundamental social rights of the working 
people, the right to work and to employment, the right to education and 
to recreation and the rights of women and youth, were implemented 
under the most adverse conditions with much of the country’s produc- 
tive potential and buildings destroyed or damaged in the war. 

It was on that anti-fascist, democratic basis that the German Democratic 
Republic subsequently developed into a socialist state. Its people have 
chosen for ever the socialist system of society and have thus exercised 
their right of self-determination as guaranteed in the Charter of the 
United Nations. The German Democratic Republic owes its rise to their 
efforts and to its firm and indestructible alliance with the Soviet Union 
and the other socialist states. 

Upon election as our country’s first President, the late Wilhelm Pieck, 
a proven fighter against fascism and war, formally declared before the 
supreme representative body of the German Democratic Republic on 
11 October 1949: “We are well aware of the great responsibility which 
the German people have to accept because they aided and abetted 
Hitler’s barbarous war, and we are also aware of our obligation for 
reparations towards the countries afflicted by the Hitler war. We will 
fulfil in good faith the obligations placed upon us under the Potsdam 
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Agreement, whereby we seek to regain the world’s confidence and join 
the community of peace-loving democratic nations.” 

As the long-standing State Secretary to our first President, I am partic- 
ularly pleased and consider it a great privilege to declare before the 
General Assembly of the United Nations that the German Democratic 
Republic has honourably fulfilled that pledge. 

In compliance with the Potsdam Agreement, it has conscientiously 
fulfilled its obligation for reparations towards the Soviet Union and the 
Polish People’s Republic. With regard to the Polish, Czech and Slovak 
peoples, who were so often the first victims of German expansionism, 
the German Democratic Republic took decisive steps towards genuine 
reconciliation. As early as 1950, in the Treaty of Gérlitz, it recognized 
without reservation the frontier with the Polish People’s Republic on 
the Oder and Neisse rivers. At the same time, in the first Treaty it 
concluded with the Czechoslovak Republic, it condemned the diktat of 
Munich with all its consequences, and it pledged to refrain from any 
territorial claims or frontier adjustments vis-a-vis these two States. 
Acting in that way more than two decades ago, the German Dem- 
ocratic Republic made contributions to European security which remain 
effective examples in the light of recent European developments. 

Since its inception, the German Democratic Republic has extended 
active solidarity to the Asian, African and Latin American peoples 
defending themselves against imperialist aggression or resisting colo- 
nialist oppression. It has never paid mere lip service to the struggle 
against colonialism and racism, but has always considered it its sacred 
duty to support that struggle by positive action. 

In the German Democratic Republic there are no political or economic 
groups pursuing profit and export interests running counter to a policy 
aimed at implementing the resolutions and recommendations of the 
United Nations. Nor are there any reasons for the German Democratic 
Republic to show regard for the aims of states that are still pursuing 
colonialist or neo-colonialist policies. Even when not a member of the 
United Nations, the German Democratic Republic consistently imple- 
mented all resolutions and recommendations of the United Nations 
condemning colonialism and neo-colonialism and boycotting racist 
régimes. 


In keeping with resolutions of the General Assembly and of the Secu- 
rity Council of the United Nations the German Democratic Republic 
has for many years extended active solidarity to the African peoples 
fighting for their liberation. News about massacres by Portuguese 
soldiery in Mozambique underlines once more colonial oppression. 
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At the United Nations and through activities in support of international 
solidarity, the German Democratic Republic will stand up for. the right 
to self-determination of all African peoples. 

One cannot ignore the fact that the boycott measures decided on by the 
United Nations are not complied with by some states. Not only is their 
trade with South Africa not decreasing, it is even growing. Their invest- 
ments, and thus their participation in the exploitation of the racially 
oppressed indigenous populations, have grown enormously. Multinational 
monopolies are expanding their influences in South Africa and 
Southern Rhodesia. For the sake of their profits they assist the racist 
régimes in oppressing the indigenous populations. This practice of mon- 
opoly capitalism is in flagrant contradiction to the demand of the African 
peoples for full control over their natural resources and mineral riches. 
This demand is fully justified and should be supported in every respect 
by resolutions and measures of the United Nations Organization. 

It is consistent with our views about the implementation of peoples 
right to self-determination and the world-wide enforcement of human 
rights as proclaimed in the Declaration of the United Nations of 
December 1948, that the German Democratic Republic firmly sides with 
the peoples of Asia, Africa and Latin America and supports their strug- 
gle for political and economic independence. 


The German Democratic Republic has followed with close attention and 
sympathy the Summit Conference of the Heads of State and Government 
of Non-Aligned Countries in Algiers. It supports the decisions taken at 
the Conference of Algiers with regard to the settlement of conflicts 
caused by imperialist aggression. It takes the same stand on the deci- 
sions of the Conference concerning the consolidation of national inde- 
pendence, the unrestricted control of peoples over their natural resour- 
ces, the economic interests of developing countries, and respect for the 
sovereign equality of all States. The German Democratic Republic 
identifies itself with the struggle of non-aligned countries against all 
forms of colonialist or neo-colonialist exploitation and oppression. 


Foreign Affairs Bulletin, No. 28, 10 October 1973, pp. 207/208, 211. 
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Statement by GDR representative Dr Gottfried Lessing in 
the Fourth Committee of the XXVIII session of the UN 
General Assembly concerning the question of territories 
under Portuguese administration 


3 October 1973 


Even before becoming a member of the United Nations, the GDR 
advocated the elimination of the remnants of colonialism in all its 
forms, in accordance with the principles of its foreign policy and the 
aims and tasks of the United Nations, and this not only in words but 
through positive action to support the national liberation movements. 
Now, after the admission of the GDR to the United Nations, we consider 
it an honourable and important task to participate actively in the work 
of the Committee. 

In so doing the GDR will be guided by the ideas and aims of Resolu- 
tion 1514 (XV) and the follow-up resolutions, all the more as the elimina- 
tion of colonialism in all its forms has always been one of the key 
principles of the GDR’s foreign policy and will remain so. 

Permit me now to quote from the note of the Government of the GDR 
submitted to the UN Secretary-General by the Foreign Minister of the 
GDR on 18 September 1973: “The GDR considers the final elimination 
of all forms of colonial rule and racism to be a matter of high priority. 
In particular, it emphatically condemns the crimes committed by Por- 
tuguese colonial soldiery in Guinea-Bissau, Mozambique and Angola, 
by which Portugal demonstrates the whole extent of the inhumanity of 
imperialist policy of violence and oppression.” 

The GDR supports all measures aimed at ensuring respect. for the basic 
principles of the UN. 

The continued existence of Portuguese colonial rule in Mozambique, 
Angola and parts of Guinea-Bissau and the Cape Verde Islands is in 
flagrant contradiction to the basic principles of international law. The 
acts committed by Portuguese colonial soldiery constitute not only a 
violation of the human rights of these oppressed peoples, but also 
pose a permanent threat to the security and territorial integrity of 
the states, sharing common borders with Mozambique, Angola and 
Guinea-Bissau. 

I should like to draw your attention again to the fact that the essential 
precondition for the Portuguese colonial terror in Africa is the economic 
and military support, open or disguised, that Portugal has been receiving 
from some states allied with it. Without such support the ruling circles 
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of Portugal would no longer be able to maintain their colonial rule in 
the territories under colonial rule against the mounting resistance of the 
population. 

We note with satisfaction that criticism of the support given to Portugal 
is increasing also in countries which extend. assistance to the Portuguese 
colonial state. Criticism is also levelled at statements of leading politi- 
cians in these states who seek to justify their support for Portugal by 
invoking alleged commitments under the terms of treaties of alliance. 
The GDR believes that no commitments whatsoever can justify persistent 
violations of the UN Charter and of relevant UN resolutions. The GDR 
supports the resolutions adopted by the UN General Assembly in recent 
years, which reaffirm the right to independence of the peoples of 
Mozambique, Angola, Guinea-Bissau and the Cape Verde Islands and 
confirm the legitimate character of their fight for freedom and self- 
determination. The GDR seconds the efforts of the UN Committee on 
Decolonization to enlist more effective support for the struggle waged 
by these peoples. 

My Government supports, in particular, Resolution 2918 (XXVII) which 
recognizes the liberation movements of Mozambique, Angola and Guinea- 
Bissau as the only legitimate representatives of these peoples and wel- 
comes the establishment of a free government of the people of Guinea- 
Bissau as a practical expression of their right to self-determination. 
The purpose of that resolution should be furthered by the full imple- 
mentation to the measures and resolutions that have so far been adopted 
by the United Nations on the elimination of the remnants of colonialism. 
Negotiations could, in the view of the GDR, be promoted by the United 
Nations if it reaffirmed the legitimate character of the armed struggle 
carried on by these peoples to attain independence. 

In this context, the GDR attaches great importance to the results of 
the Algiers Conference of Non-Aligned Countries and of the Oslo 
Conference against racism and colonialism held in April 1973. 

As long as the Portuguese Government refuses to negotiate with the 
national liberation movements on the granting of independence and 
the ending of the military oppression of these peoples, it will be essential 
for the United Nations to take effective measures against Portugal and 
its allies so that any kind of military assistance for Portugal will be 
stopped. 

I wish to place on record my Government’s determination to continue 
to support the liberation movements of Angola, Mozambique, Guinea- 
Bissau and the Cape Verde Islands and to render them assistance in 
various fields as far as the GDR’s possibilities allow. 

The GDR believes that the consistent implementation of the resolutions 
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concerning the territories under Portuguese administration would make 
it impossible for Portugal to maintain its colonial rule. Therefore, my 
country takes a decided stand on the implementation of these resolutions, 
believing that this is how it can first and foremost assist in the struggle 
against the remnants of colonialism in Africa which are a serious 
obstacle in the way of world-wide human progress and the further 
improvement of the international situation. 


The German Democratic Republic and the United Nations, 1973/10, pp. 94/95. 


Statement by GDR representative Ambassador Dr Harald 
Rose in the Special Political Committee of the XXVIII ses- 
sion of the UN General Assembly to mark the 10th anniver- 
sary of the Day of Solidarity with Political Prisoners in 
South Africa 


12 October 1973 


We are pleased that the representatives of the national liberation moye- 
ment of South Africa are taking part in the work of our Committee. 
The reports you gave yesterday reveal with an abundance of evidence 
that the ruling circles of South Africa are not willing to comply with 
the resolutions of the United Nations and to end the terror against the 
people of South Africa. The killing, imprisonment and maltreatment of 
staunch patriots who uphold human rights and stand for the realization 
of the principles of the UN Charter are indeed methods which German 
fascism used to practise racism with extreme brutality. 

We share the view expressed by various delegations that the Government 
of Pretoria is a fascist regime. Its policy of apartheid must be eliminated 
in the interest of peace and human rights. Converted international 
actions of states are necessary for this purpose. 

The people of the German Democratic Republic have destroyed the 
roots of fascism and racism and built a socialist state which has made 
all-round support for the peoples in the fight against colonialism, 
fascism and racism an integral part of its foreign policy. 

We are shocked to hear that fascist methods are being employed in 
Chile to suppress democrats and progressives after a reactionary military 
junta overthrew the elected Government and assassinated the country’s 
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President. Thousands of democrats are detained in prisons and camps. 
The military dictators threaten to kill Senator Corvalan who was elected 
by the people. 

Our unreserved solidarity goes to the peoples of Chile and South Africa 
who are fighting for the implementation of their national and social 
rights to self-determination. 

The GDR supports any steps designed to put an end to the imprisonment 
and maltreatment of staunch opponents of colonialism and racism in 
South Africa. We are, of course, fully aware that these inhuman practices 
will only be eliminated once and for all when the policy of apartheid 
as a whole is scrapped and the people of South African can exercise 
their rights. To nobody it is a secret that the policy of apartheid serves 
to maintain the political power of a white minority which is to ensure 
the exploitation of the majority of the South Africa people on an 
unprecendented scale. In this context the unholy alliance between the 
Government in Pretoria and foreign monopolies is continuously growing 
in scope and intensity. So it is only logically that the German Democratic 
Republic, like the other socialist countries, demands not only the release 
of the political prisoners in South Africa, but conscientiously fulfils the 
resolution of the United Nations urging that no diplomatic, economic 
or other relations should be maintained with the regime in Pretoria. In 
this attitude the GDR is also guided by the idea that the implementation 
of these resolutions serves best our common humanitarian concern. 
When all states take such measures, it will be possible, in cooperation 
with the forces of the national liberation movement, to force the Govern- 
ment of South Africa to give up its policy of apartheid and, consequently 
to end its fascist methods of repression. 

Our commitment to humanitarianism, human rights and the principles of 
the United Nations Charter must be translated into practical measures. 
Human decency must not end where the profit interests of national and 
international monopolies begin. 

We are convinced that this meeting of the Special Political Committee 
dedicated to solidarity with the political prisoners in South Africa will 
give fresh impetus to efforts directed towards the final elimination of 
the policy of apartheid in South Africa. 


The German Democratic Republic and the United Nations, 1973/10, pp. 72/73. 
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Statement made by GDR representative Prof. Bernhard 
Graefrath in the Third Committee of the XXVIII session of 
the UN General Assembly to mark the 25th anniversary of 
the adoption by the UN of the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights 


16 October 1973 


The Resolution 2906 of the XXVII session of the General Assembly on 
the observance of the 25th anniversary of the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights has been received with great interest in the German 
Democratic Republic. In accordance with United Nations recommenda- 
tions, governmental and non-governmental organs and institutions in 
the German Democratic Republic have prepared and carried out various 
activities and events, including special publications on this occasion. 
Seminars are being held, and at many university departments and 
evening colleges this important anniversary is an occasion for special 
lectures and discussion on human rights and their importance for 
safeguarding peace. These activities will be highlighted by a ceremony 
on 10 December this year at which the President of the People’s 
Chamber—the GDR Parliament—Herr Gerald Gétting, will give an 
address. I do not wish to go in further details here, calling your attention 
to the report of the GDR contained in document A/9133. 

The history of our state which celebrated its 24th anniversary this year, 
just as the history of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, is 
most closely linked with the destruction of German fascism. From the 
very beginning our state was governed, as it is today, by people whom 
Hitler had ordered thrown into prison and concentration camps or forced 
into emigration because of their staunch democratic views, because of 
their struggle for the liberation of the oppressed, because of their 
struggle for greater rights. 

The GDR Foreign Minister, Herr Winzer, in his speech before the 
General Assembly pointed to this connection when he said: “The GDR 
is a state of peace, democracy and socialism which has absolutely 
nothing in common with the imperialist nature of the former German 
Reich... The evil spirit of racial hatred and chauvinism has been 
completely eradicated. Basic human rights such as the fundamental 
social rights of the working people, the right to work and to employ- 
ment, the right to education and to recreation, and the rights of women 
and of youth, were implemented under the most adverse conditions with 
much of the country’s productive potential and buildings destroyed or 
damaged in the war.” 
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When in 1948 the General Assembly proclaimed the Universal Declara- 
tion of Human Rights “as a common standard of achievement for all 
peoples and nations”, this was done in clear contrast to the anti- 
humanist ideology of German imperialism. It seems appropriate to recall 
on this day that 25 years ago the Universal Declaration of Human Rights 
was adopted as a humanist pledge which the United Nations, emerging 
from the struggle against Nazi Germany, set against the “barbarous 
acts” of fascism that “outraged the conscience of mankind”—as the 
Preamble to the Declaration notes—by a murderous war, the enslave- 
ment of whole nations and savage racial terror. 

Twenty-five years after its proclamation we have to state with great 
concern that in some parts of the world fundamental human rights are 
still being violated systematically and United Nations resolutions on 
safeguarding peace and human rights are being disregarded. 

My delegation believes that, for instance, Israel’s aggression against the 
Arab peoples, its disregard to the Palestinian people’s right to self- 
determination, the grave violations of human rights in the Arab 
territories illegally occupied by Israel, the racial terror of the apartheid 
regime in South Africa and Southern Rhodesia, the cruel Portuguese 
colonial regime and the illegal terrorist rule in Chile, which deprives 
the Chilean people of its democratic rights and violates fundamental 
human rights, make up sufficient evidence to show that the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights is as relevant today as ever. 

At the same time, we are deeply convinced that the implementation of 
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights is no utopian dream. It is 
a realistic objective for the member states of the United Nations if we 
succeed in extending the policy of détente, which the GDR has done 
much to turn into. 

The history of the past 25 years has clearly demonstrated that the 
objectives of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights can only 
be attained in conjunction with—rather than in isolation from or in 
contrast to—the safeguarding of peace and respect for the sovereign 
equality of states, as laid down in Articles1 and 55 of the UN Char- 
ter. 

The Charter, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and all the 
important instruments which have been adopted in the past 25 years to 
put the Universal Declaration of Human Rights into more concrete 
forms and to put its provisions into practice do not attempt to seperate 
the safeguarding of human rights from the sovereignty of states and 
to subject it to some non-existing extra- or supra-national authority. 
But they are rightly based on the premise that protecting and safe- 
guarding human rights is an affair of the states concerned. They 
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try to define and organize peaceful cooperation among states with 
differing social systems in this field on the basis of sovereign equality. 
In the course of its 25-year-old history, the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights has acquired great significance although it does not have 
the character of a treaty binding on states and contains some abstract 
formulas, which have been put into more concrete form in subsequent 
instruments. The Declaration’s ideas have entered into many constitu- 
tions and it has become the starting point for specific conventions and 
covenants on human rights. 

In our view, apart from the human rights covenants the following 
documents are of special importance as they reflect the changed inter- 
national situation: the Declaration on the Granting of Independence of 
Colonial Countries and Peoples, the Declaration on Permanent Sover- 
eignty over Natural Resources, the Declaration and the Convention on 
the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination, the Declaration 
on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women, the Convention 
on the Non-Applicability of Statutory Limitations to War Crimes .and 
Crimes against Humanity, and the Declaration on Social Progress and 
Development. In these documents and in a number of other resolutions 
the fundamental ideas of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights 
have been evolved more fully. 

In the view of the GDR delegation an important precondition for the 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights to become such an important 
starting point for the work of the United Nations in the field of human 
rights lies in its universal outlook, which has become more and more 
evident in subsequent documents. 

If it was possible in 1948 to bring about a human rights declaration that 
did not merely proclaim fundamental civil rights but was premised on 
the peoples’ right to self-determination and the unity of political and 
social rights, this is chiefly due to the initiative of the Soviet Union. 

In 1918, Lenin’s Declaration on the rights of the working and exploited 
people set new standards in the field of human rights. It reflected the 
socialist concept of human rights where the freedom of the individual is 
developed and guaranteed within and by society. 

The “individual and his property’, guarantees for arbitrariness or the 
right to exploit and oppress others were ineligible as subjects of a 
universal concept of human rights designed to combine the protection 
of human rights with the safeguarding of international peace. The 
subject could only be the liberation of the peoples from the threat of 
imperialist war, from colonial and racist slavery and exploitation and 
from the threat of hunger and disease. 

We have therefore always supported the efforts made within the United 
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Nations to accord a central role to the peoples’ right to self-determination 
as being the fundamental human right, and to implement it against the 
opposition of the colonial powers. The GDR Government has carried 
out, without any reservations, all measures of the United Nations 
directed against racist and colonial regimes and it has supported the 
liberation struggle of the peoples under colonial rule. It regards the 
constitution of Guinea-Bissau as an independent state to be an act by 
which its people exercised its right to self-determination, and it has 
recognized Guinea-Bissau. 

My delegation considers it of decisive importance that it has been 
possible to clearly mark as the main points for a universal concept of 
human rights the peoples’ right to self-determination as a precondition 
for the safeguarding of all other fundamental human rights, the struggle 
against any form of discrimination and the inseparable unity of political, 
social, economic and cultural rights. 

The discriminatory “Vienna clause”, which even barred some states 
from accession to the human rights conventions, has therefore been an 
anachronism from the very beginning. My delegation would welcome 
it if we took advantage of the 25th anniversary of the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights to repeal this clause by an invitation of 
the General Assembly to all states to accede to the pertinent human 
rights conventions. 

As soon as the opportunity arose, the German Democratic Republic 
acceeded to the following conventions: 

the Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of 
Genocide; 

the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimina- 
tion; 

the Convention on the Non-Applicability of Statutory Limitations to War 
Crimes and Crimes against Humanity; 

the UNESCO Convention on the Elimination of Discrimination in Educa- 
tion. 

On 27 March this year the GDR signed the International Covenant on 
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights and the International Covenant on 
Civil and Political Rights. 

The GDR attaches great importance to the drafting of a convention on 
the suppression and punishment of the crime of apartheid and welcomes 
the fact that the drafting of this convention has explicitly been included 
in the Programme of the Decade of Action to Combat Racism and Racial 
Discrimination. 

The Constitution of the GDR contains a comprehensive human rights 
catalogue. It is impossible to mention or explain everything here. My 
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delegation would like to emphasize, however, that in the GDR human 
rights have not only been proclaimed and are not only a programme 
for legislation but that the material prerequisites have systematically 
been created so that every citizen may enjoy these rights. This is an 
essential feature of the central policy mapped out by the Eighth Congress 
of the Socialist Unity Party. 

We think that the safeguarding of human rights in the GDR can also 
be seen from the fact that, for example, our people do not know un- 
employment, inflation or soaring prices and that they are not exposed 
to the influence of drugs, pornography and high crime rates. 

The provisions in the GDR’s Constitution relating to human rights begin 
in its article 19 which says in its first paragraph: “The German Demo- 
cratic Republic guarantees to all citizens the exercise of their rights 
and their participation in the guidance of social development. It guar- 
antees socialist legality and legal security.” 

My delegation would like to draw attention to this article because three 
elements essential for the implementation of human rights in the GDR 
are set forth there. 

It embraces socialist society as a whole based on socialist property and 
organized in a socialist state, guaranteeing the rights of the individual 
citizen and their exercise. The citizen’s right to freedom of the individual, 
which is inseparably linked to the right to freedom from exploitation 
and the right to work, the right to freedom of expression, social security, 
culture and education etc. are closely connected with the development 
and prospering of socialist society itself. It is not independently of 
society but only within and by society that the rights of the individual 
citizen and their practical implementation can be ensured. 

Article 19 of our Constitution does not merely proclaim these rights 
but expressly states that their exercise is guaranteed. Socialist society 
does not just proclaim human rights and then leave it to the individual 
whether and how he succeeds in exercising them and unfolding his 
talents, such simultaenously contributing to the development of socialist 
society. Socialist society lives and develops through the exercise of these 
rights by its members. 

Let me illustrate this important aspect by giving you just one example. 
The first Constitution of the GDR, which came into force in 1949, said: 
men and women have equal rights. This was a matter of course for our 
country, it was a long-standing demand of the international workers’ 
movement. Yet it is a very difficult matter to implement this principle 
in the daily life of a people. It was not enough to repeal the discrimina- 
tory provisions of the old Civil Code and other laws or to enact new 
legislation. Educational privileges had to be abolished, special measures 
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were necessary to overcome the consequences of the oppression of 
women over many centuries and to open the way for their participation 
on an equal footing in education, culture, work and political life. 
Kindergartens and creches had to be built and other social measures 
had to be taken to protect and promote women. Today, in the GDR 76 
per cent of all women of working age go out to work. For every 
1,000 children of the corresponding age group there are 280 places in 
créches and 650 places in kindergartens. In the elected representative 
bodies 31 per cent of members are women, so are 35 per cent of the 
elected judges. 

Although we may be proud of this record of 24 years of work, we 
know very well that much remains to be done to realize equal rights for 
women in daily life. That is why my Government pays so much attention 
to this task. Only recently another package of social measures was 
adopted with this objective in mind. 

Exercising and implementing human rights in the GDR cannot be 
separated from the participation of our citizens in the shaping and 
managing of social life. The exercise of these rights is therefore also 
guaranteed by the participation of citizens in running of public affairs. 
This right to participation is spelled out in Article 21 of the GDR’s 
Constitution. It can be found throughout the Constitution and it de- 
termines its political structure and democratic character. 

Finally, the exercise of the fundamental rights of the citizens is ensured 
by socialist legality and legal security. For this purpose there are 
various other judicial and control bodies apart from ordinary courts. 
It is typical of socialist society in the GDR that there are manifold forms 
of combining individual remedies with possibilities to implement, correct 
or further develop certain legal relationships in general. 

In conclusion I should like to point out that in the view of the GDR 
delegation peace is the basis for any promotion and safeguarding of 
human rights. The right to peace is the fundamental human right 
because it includes the right to live. The right to peace, however, is 
inseparably linked to respect for the sovereign equality of states, for 
their political independence and territorial integrity, to respect for the 
principle of non-intervention. Any attempt at evading state sovereignty 
or undercutting it by invoking human rights will not serve the devel- 
opment of human rights and the implementation of the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights. Such attempts will not only be harmful 
to the furtherance of human rights but also to friendly relations among 
peoples. In harmony with its policy aimed at securing international 
peace and strengthening international security, the GDR will continue 
to support all serious efforts to promote human rights which are made 
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along the path set by the United Nations Charter, that is by organizing 
peaceful international cooperation between equal and sovereign states. 
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Statement by GDR representative Ambassador Dr Harald 
Rose in the Special Political Committee of the XXVIII ses- 
sion of the UN General Assembly regarding the South Afri- 
can Government’s policies of apartheid 


19 October 1973 


The Government of the German Democratic Republic has always 
supported the efforts of the United Nations for the liberation of peoples 
from colonialism and racism. The people of the German Democratic 
Republic extends active solidarity to the freedom fighters against the 
Portuguese colonialist regime and those of Zimbabwe, Namibia and 
South Africa. 

The policy of South Africa is one of the most inhuman and most extreme 
forms of colonialism and racism which we strongly condemn. 

In the dark era of Nazism the German people had their own bitter 
experience with fascism and racism. 

Since 1945 profound social changes have taken place in our state. 
Establishing an anti-fascist order and building socialism, the people of 
the German Democratic Republic have destroyed the socio-economic 
roots of racism for good. 

This is also what determines the position of the German Democratic 
Republic in its international relations. In the same resolute manner in 
which we eliminated all manifestations of racism and racial hatred in 
our country as laid down in the Potsdam Agreement, we are opposed to 
racism in other parts of the world. \ 
The German Democratic Republic has acceded to the International 
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination 
and to all other international agreements opposing discrimination against 
and exploitation of foreign peoples. Let me also mention the Covenant 
on Civil and Political Rights and the Covenant on Economic, Social and 
Cultural Rights which were signed by my country. 

The Government of the German Democratic Republic has repeatedly 
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expressed in clear terms its stand on the policy of apartheid pursued 
by the Government of South Africa. I wish to refer here only to the 
report it submitted in pursuance of resolution 2923 of the XXVII session 
of the General Assembly and contained in Document A/9165 of the 
Secretary-General. 

The German Democratic Republic has no diplomatic, consular or eco- 
nomic relations whatsoever with the Republic of South Africa. 

As the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the GDR said in his speech before 
the General Assembly on 1 October, there are no political or economic 
groups in the GDR whose profit and export interests would bar a policy 
aimed at implementing the resolutions and recommendations of the Unit- 
ed Nations. Nor are there any reasons for the German Democratic Repub- 
lic to show any regard for the aims of states still pursuing colonialist or 
neo-colonialist policies. 

Even when it was not a member of the United Nations, the German 
Democratic Republic implemented the resolutions and recommendations 
of the United Nations on condemning colonialism and neo-colonialism 
and on boycotting racist régimes. As a member of the United Nations 
it will now also participate in working out and adopting such mea- 
sures. 

We can state with satisfaction that close cooperation has developed 
between the Government and social organizations of the German Demo- 
cratic Republic and the United Nations Special Committee on Apart- 
heid. 

At the Tenth World Youth Festival in Berlin, which was an impressive 
demonstration of the stand taken by world youth against imperialism, 
colonialism and racism, we were pleased to welcome representatives of 
the Committee on Apartheid as our guests. The GDR will be anxious 
to foster and develop these good contacts. We would also be glad 
to welcome the members of the Special Committee for meetings in the 
GDR. 

The measures adopted by the United Nations have helped to mobilize 
international public opinion against the policies of apartheid pursued 
by the Government of South Africa. The members of the United Nations 
are almost unanimous in their condemnation of racial discrimination 
and the policy of apartheid as crimes against humanity and as factors 
detrimental to international security. 

Every day we have fresh evidence that the answer of the Government 
of South Africa to this world-wide rejection of apartheid is not only 
to continue its policies of racial segregation but even to intensify it. 
That Government is increasingly resorting to methods of fascist terror. 
Cases in point were the massacre of Sharpeville and the recent blood- 
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bath at Carletonville, which has aroused indignation throughout the 
world. 

We strongly condemn the murder of miners at Carletonville. They did 
nothing but to defend their right to a decent life. Appeals for a new 
quality of life were not infrequent in the course of the current 
General Assembly session. It is appropriate to recall here that there 
are peoples who are struggling to eke out a precarious livelihood 
and who, like the people in South Africa, stand in need of our unreserved 
solidarity. 

Apartheid is not just an ideology but the official policy of the Govern- 
ment of South Africa. That policy is aimed at the perpetuation of the 
political rule of a minority to ensure the social oppression and economic 
exploitation of the people of South Africa. By means of its policy of 
apartheid the Government of South Africa seeks to maintain and con- 
solidate political conditions which permit South African and inter- 
national finance capital to make the highest profits in the world by 
ruthlessly exploiting the majority of the people of South Africa. 

The Eighth Special Report of the Director General of the International 
Labour Office indicated that an African labourer in South African mines 
earns an average monthly wage of 18.3 Rand which is well below the 
level of subsistence. The Report compares this with an average monthly 
wage for white workers of 360.8 Rand. Such facts throw light on the 
social background behind colonialist and racist policies. 

With this degree of exploitation and the resulting profits it is not 
surprising that foreign investments in South Africa are continuously 
increasing. As can be seen from various United Nations reports, some 
490 British companies, 375 American ones, 300 West German ones and 
a large number of corporations of other states maintain subsidiaries or 
branches in that profit bonanza, South Africa. These investments prop 
up the political and economic power of the apartheid regime which in 
turn, assures the monopolies of high profit rates. 

In our view, the activities of the imperialist monopolies in South Africa 
should receive more attention also in the discussion of the influence of 
multinational corporations on international relations and on the develop- 
ing countries. 

Document A/AC. 115/CRP 13 of the Special Committee on Apartheid 
of 14 September 1973 contains evidence that the trade of the ten major 
capitalist countries with South Africa has increased from 1,878 million 
Rand to-4,870 million Rand over the past ten years. 

The World Council of Churches last August published a list of capitalist 
companies trading with colonialist and racist regimes. That survey 
contains interesting information about the intensity of the economic 
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ties which a number of states maintain with these regimes. It is 
noteworthy that over fifty per cent of all South African imports come 
from three capitalist countries. 

Therefore, the German Democratic Republic supports the demands raised 
by the conference held under the joint sponsorship of the United Nations 
and the Organization of African Unity in Oslo last April that all capital 
investments should be withdrawn from South Africa, that all new 
investment programmes be discontinued and that no loans and other 
economic assistance be granted to South Africa. 

The policy of apartheid is a permanent grave violation of the UN Charter 
and of a large number of United Nations resolutions. The conspiracy 
of the colonialist and racist regimes against the African states has 
already led to armed clashes and is a latent threat to peace and security 
on the African continent. Resolution 2923 E of the XXVII session of the 
General Assembly and the decisions of the Oslo Conference calling for 
sanctions against South Africa under Chapter VII of the UN Charter 
are fully justified and deserve support. My delegation is convinced 
that particularly economic sanctions are necessary to put an end to the 
policy of apartheid in South Africa. 

We definitely welcome the successes achieved by informing the public 
on this matter and we are in favour of the Committee on Apartheid 
playing a still more active role in mobilizing world opinion for the 
struggle against apartheid. 

We cannot, however share the view of some states that influencing 
public opinion should be the main form of fighting apartheid. We rather 
subscribe to the view set forth in the report of the Committee on 
Apartheid (Document A/9022) that concerted political, economic and 
cultural measures against the racist regime in Pretoria are required. 
Sanctions are necessary because the Government of South Africa dis- 
regards all moral appeals and permanently defies the United Nations 
and world opinion by continuing and stepping up its racist policy of 
suppression. To make.such sanctions effective it is, of course, impera- 
tive that the members states of the United Nations comply with them. 
This applies not least to the Security Council resolutions concerning an 
arms embargo on South Africa. As is well known, there are attempts to 
interpret these Security Council resolutions in a different way from 
what their text suggests. It would therefore be helpful if the General 
Assembly reaffirmed that all kinds of weapons without exception, fall 
under the embargo. The practice’ of subordinating the principles of hu- 
manity and human rights to the profit drive of some monopoly corpora- 
tions should be ended. It is necessary that the declarations of some states 
rejecting policies of apartheid agree with their practical policies. 
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Considering this aspect it must be recalled that states as international 
persons are responsible for ensuring that their citizens and legal per- 
sons comply with the provisions of the UN Charter. 

The Special Committee on Apartheid under the chairmanship of 
Ambassador Ogbu has presented a highly interesting and detailed 
report on the results so far achieved in the struggle against apartheid 
and racism, and my delegation agrees with its important points. 

In particular, the conclusions and recommendations contained in part II 
of Document A/9022 of the Committee on Apartheid are, in our opinion, 
a good basis for working out further measures to overcome South 
Africa’s policy of apartheid. 

It is also in this context that we see the adoption and entry into force 
of a Convention against apartheid. Such a Convention would be a pow- 
erful legal instrument against apartheid, which constitutes a particularly 
dangerous form of racial discrimination, and would be an effective com- 
plement to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial 
Discrimination. The Convention would also help rouse international 
opinion into stepping up the struggle against apartheid. 

The GDR also supports the Programme of the Decade of Action to 
Combat Rascism and hopes that the Decade will be one of further 
concrete steps against the policy of apartheid. 

We are convinced that the joint efforts of the people of South Africa and 
of the member states of the United Nations will finally put an end to the 
situation in South Africa, a situation unworthy of human beings and 
inconsistent with all principles of the United Nations. 

A great majority of the states represented here at the XXVIII session 
of the United Nations General Assembly has expressed the view that 
the development of international affairs is marked by a clear turn 
towards the consolidation of peace and the relaxation of tension. 

It is in striking contrast to this development that there are still areas 
in the world where dangerous sources of conflict persist. The renewed 
outbreak of military conflict in the Middle East, caused by Israel’s 
aggression, is ample proof of this. 

This renewed conflict also reveals increasingly close collusion between 
the forces opposed to détente. Press reports indicate that the South 
African defence minister a few days ago announced greater collabora- 
tion with and increased assistance to the ruling circles of Israel. This fact 
again demonstrates the common intentions of Tel Aviv and Pretoria 
to suppress the national and social liberation movement in the Arab 
and African regions. 

Under these circumstances a growing number of African states rightly 
view the rupture of diplomatic relations with Israel as another means to 
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frustrate the conspiracy between Israel and South Africa. The inter- 
relationship existing between international détente and the elimination 
of all forms of colonialism, neo-colonialism and racism shows beyond 
doubt that anybody who is in favour of international détente must also 
take a resolute stand for the final liberation of the peoples from colonial 
and racist oppression. 


The German Democratic Republic and the United Nations, 1973/10, pp. 67—71. 


Speech given by GDR representative Dr Gottfried Lessing 
in the Fourth Committee of the XXVIII session of the UN 
General Assembly, concerning Southern Rhodesia 


19 October 1973 


Despite the present fighting caused by Israel’s permanent and renewed 
aggression in the Middle East, the International situation as a whole is 
marked by an increasing trend towards détente and a readiness to settle 
important international issues by negotiation. 

In the light of increasing détente and the stabilization of international 
peace and security, the anachronism of the unsolved Southern Rhode- 
sian issue becomes more and more obvious. The denial of the right to 
self-determination to the people of Zimbabwe and the racial discrimi- 
nation and economic exploitation they suffer at the hands of the illegal 
white minority régime in Salisbury are profoundly inhuman. What is 
more, the continued rule of the Smith régime—viewed as a danger to 
peace and security by the greater part of international opinion as 
expressed in Security Council Resolution 277 of 1970—is a serious 
obstacle to normalizing the situation in the south of the African con- 
tinent. 

Although this is the first opportunity for a representative of the Ger- 
man Democratic Republic to take the floor in the debate on Southern 
Rhodesia, the position of the GDR on this question is well known. It 
follows from the character of a socialist state. The German Democratic 
Republic has once and for all broken with the racist and colonialist 
policy of the imperialist German Reich. 

The roots of imperialist and anti-human policies were destroyed. They 
were replaced by the principles of solidarity with the oppressed peoples 
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and races and by active support for their just struggle against their 
oppressors. 

In conformity with this policy, the German Democratic Republic 
immediately after the 1965 coup refused to recognize the régime of 
Southern Rhodesia and disputed its legality. At the same time, the GDR 
broke off all trading links with Salisbury. Ever since it has strictly 
observed the sanctions imposed by the Security Council and has now 
broken off all postal and telecommunications links with Southern Rho- 
desia. 

The Government of the German Democratic Republic has always follow- 
ed with sympathy, and actively supported, the struggle of the people 
of Zimbabwe for a just solution to the issue on the basis of their right 
of self-determination. I can assure you, Mr. Chairman and distinguished 
delegates, that the solidarity of our people with the courageous struggle 
of the oppressed people of Zimbabwe will not slacken as long as racist 
slavery persists. 

The GDR agrees with the opinion of the nations of the world, put for- 
ward by many governments in various UN organs and expressed in 
several UN resolutions, that the Smith régime would have broken 
down a long time ago without the complicity of other states. Its main 
supports are colonialist Portugal and the apartheid régime of South 
Africa. Both ignore the sanctions decided upon by the United Nations 
Security Council with unprecedented cynicism. Furthermore, these 
three régimes assist one another with military means to maintain their 
rule in defiance of international law. In the context of recent news of 
cruel massacres by Portuguese soldiery in Mozambique it became known, 
for instance, that the illegal Southern Rhodesian régime has actively 
supported Portugal’s savage policy of suppression by sending military 
units to Mozambique. At the same time, military units from South 
Africa are still in action in Zimbabwe. The demand of an increasing 
number of states to extend the sanctions to South Africa and Portugal in 
order to make them more effective and to bring down racism and colo- 
nialism in all these regions simultaneously, is also supported by my 
Government. 

The continued existence of the Smith régime, however, is not only a 
result of the unholy alliance of the so-called “white South” in Africa. 
Part of the blame for the continued suppression of the people of Zim- 
babwe attaches to a number of NATO countries because they have 
failed to observe the Security Council resolutions. It is an affront to 
international law, to the authority of the United Nations and to the 
position of the majority of states as reiterated at the Algiers Con- 
ference of Non-Aligned Countries if the United States continue to 
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refuse ‘to comply with the economic sanctions imposed on Southern 
Rhodesia, importing chrome, nickel, asbestos and other goods from 
that country instead. Full of indignation the people of the GDR 
have noted what has been revealed in the sanctions committee of the 
Security Council: that from February till December 1972 alone, the 
USA disregarded the decisions on sanctions at least 30 times. Similar 
instances involving other countries have come to light in large numbers, 
especially through publications of the Security Council this year. 

My Government feels that steps should be taken to put an end to all this 
as quickly as possible. It would be good if the representatives of states 
concerned could explain what has been done or will be done to change 
this unsatisfactory situation. 

Primary responsibility for the present factual state of affairs, the cruel 
minority rule and the continuing suppression of the people of Zim- 
babwe, and the continuing disregard of their inalienable right to self- 
determination and independence rests with Great Britain as the adminis- 
trative power concerned. One-cannot but regret its attitude because it 
has so far not made any serious efforts to end the unlawful situation 
in South Rhodesia. Great Britain should comply with its obligations 
under Chapter XI of the UN Charter, put an end to the illegal minority 
régime and make it possible for the people of Zimbabwe to freely 
exercise their right to self-determination and independence. 

The majority of this Committee, including the representative of my 
Government, rightly disapproved of the refusal of the representative of 
Great Britian to comply with the request of the majority to speak at 
the beginning of this debate and to tell this Committee what action his 
Government intends to take to honour its obligations. 

A number of resolutions directed against the régime in Salisbury were 
at the UN system recently, and they have met with approval in the 
GDR, even though one would wish to see more sweeping stipulations. 
This applies to resolutions 2945 and 2946 of the XXVII session of the 
UN General Assembly as well as to various resolutions of the Security 
Council which reaffirm, among other things, the obligation of states 
to prosecute firms not complying with the sanctions imposed. 

The results of the International Conference of Experts on Support for 
the Victims of Colonialism and Apartheid in South Africa, which was 
held in Oslo in April this year, have been received with the greatest 
interest, close attention and approval in the GDR. The German Dem- 
ocratic Republic welcomes the fact that the recommendations of the 
Conference have been so intensively and ably taken into consideration 
in resolutions A/AC 709/421 and 422 of the Special Committee and have 
thus entered the report of the Committee. 
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Permit me also.to underline the great attention my Government has 
given to the Algiers Conference of Non-Aligned Countries. My Govern- 
ment was pleased to note that the states represented at this Conference 
disapproved of the continued existence of the illegal Smith régime in 
Zimbabwe and called for further and more effective steps to end this 
régime, in keeping with the recommendations of the Oslo Conference. 
This attitude has also been discernible in many of the speeches deliver- 
ed in the general debate of this year’s General Assembly. 

As I stated earlier, the German Democratic Republic has withheld, and 
will withhold, direct or indirect recognition from the illegal régime in 
Southern Rhodesia. It will continue not to have any trade relations with 
that régime, relations which it feels do not benefit the people of Zim- 
babwe but only the minority régime. 

The German Democratic Republic will also continue to grant moral, 
political and material support to the liberation movements of the people 
of Zimbabwe. It is ready to comply with all decisions of this Committee, 
of other organs of the United Nations and particularly of the Security 
Council, and to support such new resolutions as aim at the earliest 
possible ending of the illegal régime in Southern Rhodesia. The GDR 
thinks that the policy of that régime is becoming more and more aggres- 
sive and so much similar to the practices of the Republic of South Africa 
that it is absolutely justified to say that the term “apartheid” covers 
the current situation in Southern Rhodesia. 

The German Democratic Republic will therefore support all decisions 
and measures that will make it possible for the oppressed people of 
Zimbabwe to obtain their self-determination and independence as soon 
as possible. Moreover, it considers that decisions towards this worthy 
goal would be a commensurate and important contribution to the 25th 
anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. 


Archives of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the GDR. 
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Statement by GDR representative Prof. Bernhard Graefrath 
in the Third Committee of the XXVIII session of the UN 
General Assembly, concerning the draft Convention on the 
Suppression and Punishment of the Crime of Apartheid 


22 October 1973 


I would like to try to answer the question, which came up in the dis- 
cussion, as to what new ideas the draft Convention on the Suppression 
and Punishment of the Crime of Apartheid offers as compared to 
similar international instruments already existing. 

In previous discussions frequent reference has been made to the Con- 
vention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide 
and also to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial 
Discrimination. It was even stated that in the light of the existence of 
these two conventions it would not be necessary to draw up a special 
convention on the crime of apartheid. Mr. Chairman, if one considers, 
however, what possibilities exist for the prosecution of individuals who 
have become guilty of the crime of apartheid the situation is as fol- 
lows: 

The Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of 
Genocide of 1948 covers a specific type of crime against humanity, 
namely the complete or partial extermination of a group of human 
beings. The Genocide Convention deals with many different acts of 
extermination of a racial group. 

The convention against the crime of apartheid would logically com- 
plement the Genocide Convention in so far as it covers discrimination 
against, plundering or oppression of certain racial groups. It would 
also considerably enhance the obligation of all states to combat racial 
discrimination. 

The Genocide Convention, therefore, cannot be a substitute for a spe- 
cial convention on the suppression of the crime of apartheid. The same 
is also true of the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial 
Discrimination and is, therefore, an essential basis for the formulation 
of the facts constituting the crime of racial discrimination. However, 
each state may define these facts itself. While Article 3 of the draft 
convention contains a specific provision on apartheid, this provision 
only commits states parties to the convention “to prevent, prohibit and 
eradicate all practices of this nature in territories under their jurisdic- 
tion” without defining the crime of apartheid. Therefore, the adoption 
of a special convention on the suppression and punishment of the 
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crime of apartheid has in no way been made superflous by the Geno- 
cide Convention or the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of 
Racial Discrimination. 

The German Democratic Republic welcomes the fact that the draft con- 
vention on the suppression of the crime of apartheid, based as it is on the 
responsibility under international law of the state organizing such 
crime, establishes as one of the legal conclusions resulting from that 
international responsibility, the criminal liability of persons who commit 
inhuman acts in this connection, who participate in such acts or order 
them to be carried out. The Convention should afford all states a pos- 
sibility to take universal legal action against such crimes. 

That is why my delegation supports Article 1 stating that “apartheid is 
a crime against humanity”. From this follows the international charac- 
ter of the criminal acts which directly violate norms of international 
law. As distinguished from the Convention against racial discrimina- 
tion, domestic penal provisions are not mentioned. For acts defined as 
a crime of apartheid to be punishable, therefore, do not require spe- 
cific constitutent elements established under domestic law. They are 
punishable also if the criminal act is required or justified by the 
domestic laws of the country in which the crime has been committed. 
The draft Convention thus follows an important principle which has 
already been stipulated in Article 1 (b) of the Convention on the Non- 
Applicability of Statutory Limitations to War Crimes and Crimes 
against Humanity. This is why the GDR delegation welcomes this 
stipulation in the draft Convention and also the conclusions drawn in 
Article 2. 

May I recall in this connection that this principle is in accordance with 
the legal practice of the Supreme Court in the German Democratic Re- 
public, which has been evolved in connection with the prosecution and 
punishment of leading officials of the Nazi government for crimes 
committed on racial grounds. 
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From the speech given by the Minister of Foreign Affairs of 
the GDR, Otto Winzer, at a ceremony of the GDR League 
for the United Nations marking the 28th anniversary of the 
founding of the United Nations 


23 October 1973 


Tomorrow, on 24 October, we observe the 28th anniversary of an im- 
portant event in the history of international relations—the foundation 
of the United Nations. For the first time the German Democratic Repub- 
blic will mark this anniversary as a fully fledged member of the world 
organization, and we take this occasion to recall the objectives of the 
Organization and to pay. tribute to the activities it has carried out in 
pursuit of these objectives. 

The foundation of the United Nations was a reflection of the will of 
states and peoples to continue the cooperation of states with differing 
social systems that had proved so effective during the antifascist libera- 
tion struggle and to lay the foundations for a stable and peaceful post- 
war order. In the preamble of the United Nations Charter the signatory 
states have expressed this determination as well as their intention to 
combine their efforts and act together so that succeeding generations may 
live free of war, need and fear. It was in the United Nations Charter 
that for the first time and in a way binding in international law peace 
was proclaimed as the supreme principle to govern relations among 
states. Also, the Charter unambiguously prohibited any aggression and 
annexation. 

The United Nations Organization was established as an instrument 
designed to prevent any repetition of the horrible crimes that had been 
committed by German imperialism. This can be seen from a number 
of provisions of the Charter, among them Articles53 and 107. These 
provisions were in keeping with the Allied agreements of the post-war 
period; primarily the Potsdam Agreement. In this sense, the United 
Nations Charter was in conformity with the Potsdam Agreement. 

The principles defined in the Potsdam Agreement concerning the order 
to be established on the territory of the defeated and defunct fascist 
German Reich were aimed at ensuring lasting peace in the centre of 
Europe. Therefore, measures were adopted to uproot German militarism 
and Nazism, to punish war and Nazi criminals, to curb the power of 
the monopolies and to democratize public life. Scrupulous fulfilment of 
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these measures was to ensure that neighbouring nations and world 
peace would never again be threatened from German soil. 

On the territory of the GDR fundamental changes were carried out as 
demanded by the Potsdam Agreement. The very roots of the imperialist 
policy of force pursued by the former German Reich were destroyed. 
There have long been no classes or strata in the GDR that could be 
interested in seeing the policy of force revived. War and Nazi criminals 
found on the territory of the GDR were punished according to their 
deserts. Prosecution of their crimes was not confined to the immediate 
post-war years; as is known, there were many cases which came to light 
much later. These criminals were prosecuted with all the rigour of social- 
ist law. Neither war crimes nor crimes against humanity are subject to 
statutory limitations in the GDR. There are no Nazis in the GDR who 
receive pensions or hold leading posts. 

On the other hand, the Government of the GDR grants an equal 
measure of assistance to all antifascists, regardless of their race or 
religion. The GDR has also conscientiously honoured the obligations for 
reparations imposed on it under the Potsdam Agreement. The GDR has 
paid thousands of millions in reparations, a fact recognized and appre- 
ciated by the Governments of the USSR and the Polish People’s Repub- 
lic. In response to statements by these Governments, payment of any 
form of reparations on the part of the GDR was ended as from 
1 January 1954. 

Sweeping changes took place on the territory of the GDR. A true 
democratization of public life was achieved, as demanded by the Pots- 
dam Agreement. The property of war and Nazi criminals was trans- 
ferred to public ownership. Junkerdom, for many centuries the mainstay 
of the Prusso-German state and its military caste, was eliminated by a 
democratic agrarian reform. A new democratic education system, freed 
from the evil spirit of racial hatred and chauvinism, was set up. The scope 
of this tremendous task can be realized only if one takes into account 
the consequences of decades of vicious propaganda among the people, 
a propaganda pushed to extremes under the Hitler régime. All these 
tasks were solved in difficult material conditions, and this laid the basis 
for an antifascist democratic order, for the development of the GDR 
into a socialist German state. 

These domestic policies of the GDR were, from the very beginning, 
complemented by a foreign policy aimed at securing and strengthening 
peace and developing international cooperation. The first steps of the 
field of foreign policy were directed at achieving genuine reconciliation 
with its Eastern neighbours who had suffered so heavily under the 
expansionist policy of German imperialism and militarism. The Treaty 
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of Goérlitz on the Oder-Neisse frontier and the Declaration of Prague 
laid the foundations for the development of good, friendly and truly 
fraternal relations with Poland and Czechoslovakia, respectively. 

Such a policy was in keeping with both the United Nations Charter 
and the obligations imposed on the GDR by the decisions of the anti- 
Hitler coalition, which the GDR had promised to fulfil conscientiously 
as soon as it was founded. 

In its policy the GDR has always been guided by the purposes and 
principles of the United Nations Charter. They were guidelines for the 
GDR even under conditions of international discrimination against it. 
Even before its admission to the United Nations, the GDR, in many 
statements to the General Assembly and other UN bodies, explained its 
position on the matters discussed by the world organization and sub- 
mitted proposals for their solution. Important resolutions such as those 
on the safeguarding and strengthenjng of peace, against the arms race, for 
the independence and self-determination of all peoples under colonial 
rule, and against racial discrimination, have met with full agreement 
on the part of the GDR and have been followed with great attention. 
I should like to recall here that in its external economic policy the GDR 
has strictly observed the boycott measures adopted by the United Na- 
tions against Portugal, South Africa and Southern Rhodesia. 

The GDR was among the first signatories of all significant multilateral 
treaties and agreements on arms limitation and disarmament worked 
out within the framework of the United Nations. I may therefore state 
with full justification that the socialist German state has demonstrated 
that it is willing and able to act in conformity with the United Nations 
Charter and to make its contribution to the attainment of the world 
organization’s objectives. Since its foundation the GDR has taken a 
positive stand with regard to the United Nations Charter because 
this basic document of international relations emerged from the anti- 
fascist liberation struggle of the peoples during the Second World War 
and was achieved with the Soviet Union, which had to bear the brunt 
of the war against fascism playing a crucial role. 


For the GDR a new international situation has come about. Now it 
maintains diplomatic relations with almost 100 states; it is a member 
of the United Nations and of a number of its specialized agencies. As 
an independent and sovereign socialist state the GDR enjoys the inter- 
national trust to which it is entitled. The Permanent Representative of 
the Soviet Union to the United Nations stated quite rightly that the 
admission of the GDR reflected “the great and irreversible changes that 
have occurred in today’s world during the whole post-war period. Thanks 
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to the efforts of all peace-loving and progressive forces, mainly of the 
countries of the socialist community”. 


The German Democratic Republic believes that the strengthening of 
peace and international security must take absolute priority in the 
activities of the world organization. ... 

The concrete proposals of the USSR on strengthening international 
security have had an extremely positive influence on the course the 
XXVIII session of the General Assembly has taken so far. The German 
Democratic Republic would like to see the Soviet-sponsored resolution 
on the non-use of force in international relations and the permanent 
prohibition of the use of nuclear weapons adopted by the XXVII session 
of the UN General Assembly declared binding on all states by a decision 
of the Security Council. This would, in our view, further the process 
of international détente and enhance the authority of the United Na- 
tions. 

Continuation of the process of détente will require further steps in the 
field of disarmament and arms limitation. The USSR proposal on the 
reduction of the military budgets of states permanent members of the 
Security Council by 10 per cent and utilization of part of the funds thus 
saved to provide assistance to developing countries is well-suited to this 
purpose. The implementation of this profoundly humanitarian proposal 
would ensure that steps towards disarmament and détente could imme- 
diately benefit the peoples, primarily those in the developing count- 
ries. 


In line with the consistent stand it has taken in the past, the German 
Democratic Republic reaffirmed at the XXVIII session of the UN 
General Assembly its active solidarity with the African peoples fighting 
for their liberation. We fully support the view held by the overwhelming 
majority of states that the continued existence of Portuguese colonial- 
ism, of racism and the policy of apartheid in Southern Africa constitutes 
a permanent threat to peace and international security. All resolutions 
and actions of the United Nations directed. towards the elimination of 
all forms of colonialism and racism have met with our approval and will 
always be supported by the GDR. 


The German Democratic Republic and the United Nations, 1973/10, pp. 11—14, 
17—19. 
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Statement made by Ambassador Peter Florin, Deputy Min- 
ister of Foreign Affairs and Permanent Representative of 
the GDR to the United Nations, at the XXVIII session of the 
UN General Assembly, concerning Portuguese aggression 
against Guinea-Bissau 


31 October 1973 


The General Assembly of the United Nations is today dealing with an 
item on its agenda that had not even been, and could not have been, 
contemplated at the opening of the XXVIII session. 

The Republic of Guinea-Bissau was proclaimed on 24 September 1973 
by the elected National Assembly, on the initiative of the African 
Independence Party of Guinea-Bissau and Cape Verde (PAIGC). 

We consider the creation of this State to be an historic event in the 
struggle being waged by the African peoples with such devotion to 
achieve their right to self-determination and national independence. 
The German Democratic Republic has always extended political, moral 
and material support to the struggle of the peoples of Africa, Asia 
and Latin America against colonialism and neo-colonialism. 

This assistance to the national liberation movements also includes 
active support to the African Independence Party of Guinea-Bissau and 
Cape Verde. 

To speak of this party without honouring the memory of Amilcar Cabral 
is unimaginable. He often visited Berlin, the capital of the German 
Democratic Republic. The last time he did so a few months before his 
death. He was and is well known in my country. We are aware of the 
personal part he played in the liberation of his country. It is logical, 
therefore, that on 2 October last, the GDR should have recognized the 
State of Guinea-Bissau and indicated its readiness to establish diplomatic 
relations with it. In adopting that decision, the Government of my 
Country was guided by the fact that the newly formed Republic of 
Guinea-Bissau was born in the struggle waged against the illegal Por- 
tuguese régime to assert the right to self-determination of the people 
of Guinea-Bissau. This republic has all the characteristics of a State. In 
the course of their long struggles over the years and under the leader- 
ship of the African Independence Party of Guinea-Bissau and Cape 
Verde, the people of Guinea-Bissau gradually created a democratic State 
in the greater part of the country. Later, the Republic of Guinea-Bissau 
was recognized by more than 70 member states of the United Na- 
tions. 
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This development was entirely in keeping with the resolutions adopted 
by the United Nations with regard to the elimination of colonialism. 
I would refer particularly to the historic Resolution 1514 (XV) of 14 De- 
cember 1960 on the granting of independence to colonial countries and 
peoples. This resolution affirms the inalienable right of all peoples to 
self-determination and independence. 

During the last 13 years—that is to say, since that resolution was 
adopted—the General Assembly of the United Nations, the Security 
Council and other United Nations organs, have on more than one 
occasion had to deal with Portugal’s refusal to grant independence to 
the oppressed African. peoples, including the people of Guinea-Bissau 
and the Cape Verde Islands. Portugal was constantly invited to put an 
end to its colonial régime and urged to fulfil the purposes and principles 
of the United Nations Charter. 

It is generally known that Portugal ignores all such resolutions of the 
United Nations. Worse still, by applying the most brutal methods 
Portugal is seeking to perpetuate its colonial régime. The General 
Assembly and other United Nations organs have repeatedly denounced 
as crimes Portugal’s savage military operations against the oppressed 
peoples and have constantly upheld the legitimacy of the liberation 
movements and of their struggle whatever form it takes. 

We raise our voice not against Portugal per se but against a colonial 
power and aggressor. The German Democratic Republic strongly con- 
demns Portugal’s colonial policies, since these constitute a flagrant 
violation of the fundamental principles of the United Nations Charter. 
Portugal is flouting the rights of peoples to self-determination. It is 
constantly violating the territorial integrity of Guinea-Bissau, and it is 
responsible for aggression against that new state. 

According to Article 2, paragraph 4, of the United Nations Charter, it is 
incumbent on Portugal to withdraw from the occupied regions of 
Guinea-Bissau since that territory belongs to another state. 

This legal situation cannot be changed by the statements of Portugal’s 
representative who, in fact, defends in the General Assembly the old 
colonial and imperialist doctrine according to which the stronger powers 
have the right to occupy foreign territories and to oppress other peoples. 
That theory was applied in an era long past and is completely at 
variance with the democratic system of international law as it exists 
today. What we must do now is give effect to the right of the peoples 
under colonial rule to run their own affairs to ensure their national 
independence and their recognition as fully-fledged members of the 
international community, having the same rights and duties as other 
sovereign states. The Republic of Guinea-Bissau is entitled to call on 
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other states and the United Nations to ensure that its territorial integrity 
is defended against Portugal’s aggression. There can be no doubt on 
that score in light of the existing state of affairs and legal circum- 
stances. 

The overwhelming majority of the members of the United Nations agree 
that Portugal’s defiance of the United Nations and of the will of its 
members cannot be tolerated any longer. That is why we consider it 
imperative that states which supported Portugal in the past and are still 
doing so and thereby help it in its colonial and aggressive policies, put 
an end to such support, particularly since in the United Nations the 
representatives of these states constantly profess respect for the rights 
of peoples to self-determination and speak out against colonialism and 
the oppression of other peoples. 

Very often, in this General Assembly we hear a legitimate appeal for 
more resolute measures to wipe out colonialist and imperialist policies 
for ever. But we believe that all member states of the United Nations, 
when dealing with this item on the agenda, should be pleased to have 
the possibility of truly contributing to bringing an end to the colonialist 
régime of Portugal and its aggression. 

A vote for the draft resolution before us and the recognition of the 
Republic of Guinea-Bissau by other states will constitute true and 
effective measures, from the political point of view, in support of the 
struggle of the people of Guinea-Bissau against the Portuguese aggres- 
sors and of the liberation struggle of all oppressed peoples. This is the 
obvious practical corollary of the recognition of peoples’ right to self- 
determination. 

For its part, the German Democratic Republic will continue to do all in 
its power, as it has done in the past, to support the just struggle of the 
people of Guinea-Bissau in their efforts to achieve total liberation and 
independence. 


The German Democratic Republic and the United Nations, 1973/10, pp. 40—42. 
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Statement made by GDR representative Dr Gottfried Les- 
sing in the Fourth Committee of the XXVIII session of the 
UN General Assembly regarding the question of Namibia 


5 November 1973 


Ever since its foundation the United Nations Organization has dealt 
with Namibia repeatedly and made great efforts to help the people of 
Namibia who have been oppressed and exploited for many decades to 
achieve their right to self-determination and independence. 

We have before us the report of the United Nations Council for Namibia 
(A/9042), of the Special Committee on Decolonization (A/9023/Add. 2) 
and the statements made by the Ambassador of Zambia in his capacity 
as representative of the Council for Namibia and the Rapporteur of the 
Special Committee on Decolonization. The two documents, these two 
statements, the contributions of the representative of SWAPO whose 
full speech is contained in the protocol, as well as a number of state- 
ments by delegates and further speakers give a variety of valuable in- 
formation and proposals. We attach great importance to these documents 
and statements. 

The position of the GDR in this question is in accordance with its 
foreign policy which is determined by the principles of its socio-economic 
political system. Since its foundation the GDR has opposed any form of 
colonialism and neo-colonialism, all forms of racism, the policies of 
apartheid and other forms of exploitation, and it will continue to do 
SO. 

This principled attitude corresponds with the traditions of the German 
working class whose most prominent representatives fought with all 
means at their disposal against imperialism and thus also against the 
colonial policy of the former German Empire. In Parliament, for in- 
stance, they voted against the granting of funds for savage oppression 
and massacres in the colonies, and they waged an intensive extra- 
parliamentary struggle against imperialism. 

In line with this tradition the German Democratic Republic has, since 
its foundation, supported the just struggle of all peoples under colonial 
rule. The GDR has no relations with South Africa, no diplomatic, con- 
sular or trade relations. This naturally includes Namibia which, for the 
time being, is illegally occupied by the apartheid regime of South Africa 
which cynically disregards the principles of the United Nations Charter 
and a number of resolutions of the United Nations, its General Assembly 
and its Security Council. 
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The German Democratic Republic supports the liberation movement of 
Namibia morally, politically and materially. For instance, it holds the 
view that the Advisory Council for South West Africa created by the 
South African government does not represent the people of Namibia, 
but consists of appointed representatives of the artificially established 
‘“Bantustans’”, As we read in the report of the Special Committee, this 
Council met for the first time at Windhoek on 23 March 197% under the 
chairmanship of South Africa’s Prime Minister Vorster. As Vorster 
explained to Mr Escher, the- Council shall have the function to advise 
him. That means, Vorster reserves to himself all decisions concerning 
Namibia. 

The GDR, approving SWAPO’s clear rejection of this tool of Vorster, 
supports the liberation movement of Namibia. The GDR considers 
SWAPO to be the only legitimate political representative of the people 
of Namibia and supports the people of Namibia in their liberation 
struggle, justly waged also with armed units. 

The GDR supports both the fundamental resolutions 1514 (XV), 1805 
(XVII) and 2145 (XXI) and the further resolutions of the General 
Assembly and the Security Council. In the opinion of the GDR the 
former mandate of South Africa over Namibia has ended definitively, 
the responsibility for that country lying exclusively with the United 
Nations. The South African apartheid regime has no right therefore 
to govern Namibia. But the regime disregards the authority of the 
United Nations, refuses to recognize its exclusive competence and 
pursues its policy of incorporating Namibia in the Republic of South 
Africa and of imposing the system of apartheid in Namibia by force 
and by increasingly employing armed units. This policy is in contrast 
to the views of the overwhelming majority of the members of the 
United Nations and has led to a confrontation between South Africa and 
the United Nations. This policy is vigorously condemned by the German 
Democratic Republic. 

In the opinion of the GDR such a policy is only possible because some 
NATO states support South Africa. South Africa and international 
monopolies have a great interest in extending their exploitation of the 
South African people to Namibia and in getting a share of the tremen- 
dous riches belonging to the people of Namibia, like diamonds, uranium, 
vanadium, copper, zinc, iron and many other natural resources. Some 
of these states also support their citizens who, as large-scale Karakul 
breeders or big landowners, exploit the people of Namibia. 

The GDR welcomes the Lusaka Declaration of the United Nations 
Council for Namibia of 14 June 1973 and the resolutions of the Summit 
Conference of the Organization of African Unity of May this year which 
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is approved by the Special Committee in document A/9023/Add. 2 to 
terminate the “contacts” with the South African government on the 
part of the Secretary-General of the United Nations maintained in 
accordance with resolutions 309, 319 and 323 of the Security Council, 
since the Government of South Africa refuses to respect the resolutions 
of the United Nations. 

The GDR supports the request of the Lusaka Declaration and of the 
Special Committee that the Security Council take effective measures to 
induce South Africa to implement Security Council resolution 310/1972 
which calls upon South Africa to withdraw from Namibia immediately. 
The GDR is also prepared to support such measures. 

The GDR welcomes the decision of the First Committee that at the 
Conference on the Law of the Sea Namibia is by no means to be 
represented by the Vorster regime but exclusively by the United Na- 
tions Council for Namibia. 

In conclusion, I should like to mention that the GDR also attaches great 
importance to the information activities of the United Nations. It is 
ready to cooperate in this task. Scholars of my country have paid much 
attention to the study of the aims and cruelties of imperialism as well 
as to the liberation struggle of the peoples under colonial rule, including 
the people of Namibia. They will gladly cooperate in these matters with 
foreign scholars, in particular with the representatives of the peoples 
concerned, as this has already been done, and to make documents of the 
GDR available for inspection. 


Archives of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the GDR. 
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Statement made by -GDR representative Prof. Bernhard 
Graefrath in the Third Committee of the XXVIII session of 
the UN General Assembly, concerning principles of interna- 
tional cooperation in the detection, arrest, extradition and 
punishment of persons guilty of war crimes and crimes 
against humanity 


8 November 1973 


The delegation of the GDR attaches great importance to this agenda 
item. It holds the view that the announcement of principles of inter- 
national cooperation in the detection, arrest, extradition and punish- 
ment of persons guilty of war crimes and crimes against humanity is 
an important and useful step in order to draw conclusions from past 
experience and to contribute to the strengthening and development of 
principles of international law, which will regulate future cooperation 
among states in this field. 

The principles of Nuremberg have already been recognized as common 
international law in resolution 95 I of the General Assembly. In many 
international documents and judgements they have been applied and 
specified. The announcement of the principles submitted by ECOSOC in 
its resolution 1791 (LIV) can play an important role in the struggle for 
the maintenance and strengthening of peace. 

The last few years in particular have shown how strong the moral and 
legal standards are today in the consciousness of the peoples and in 
particular among the youth, standards established in Nuremberg 28 years 
ago when judgement was pronounced on the crimes of fascism, and 
how universal these standards have become. 

My delegation should like to congratulate the Commission on Human 
Rights on the successful work it has done in formalating the present 
principles. We support these principles and believe that they constitute 
the minimum of what has to be said on this subject today. 

My Government has repeatedly expressed its conviction that the severe 
and unlimited prosecution of all persons guilty of war crimes and 
crimes against humanity is an important element for the prevention 
of such crimes, for the protection of human rights, for the maintenance 
of world peace and international security, for the strengthening of 
confidence among peoples and for the promotion of cooperation among 
states. 

The German Democratic Republic has, from the very beginning, settled 
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the question of war criminals consistently and with permanent effect 
in terms of both domestic policy and international law in the interest 
of safeguarding democratic developments in the GDR and of securing 
peace. In our country, which has honoured its obligations under inter- 
national law, a total of 12,821 persons were punished for war crimes. 
The prosecution and punishment of persons guilty of war crimes and 
crimes against humanity perpetrated under fascism has been and 
continues to be for us not only a question of fighting delinquency but 
part of the measures to safeguard peace. 

The Constitution and legislation of the GDR as well as the administra- 
tion of justice are in full agreement with the Convention on the Non- 
Applicability of Statutory Limitations to War Crimes and Crimes 
against Humanity of 26 November 1968 and with the generally accepted 
rules of international law expressed therein. Our country has from the 
very beginning followed the generally binding principle of international 
law regarding the non-applicability of domestic statutory limitations to 
war crimes and crimes against humanity. This principle became immedi- 
ately valid constitutional law under Article 91 of the Constitution of the 
GDR of 8 April 1968 in the same way as the inalienable norms of inter- 
national law on the punishment of crimes against peace and humanity 
and of war crimes. This principle of the Constitution has been formulated 
in greater detail in the Penal Code of the GDR. 

The generally binding principles and rules of international law laid 
down in the Charter and judgement of the Nuremberg Tribunal, which 
are expressly referred to in the Convention on the Non-Applicability 
of Statutory Limitations to War Crimes, the basis for the prosecution 
of these crimes on the territory of the GDR. 

Our courts make a clear distinction between crimes against peace and 
humanity and war crimes on the one hand and common criminal acts 
on the other hand. This refers not only to the non-applicability of sta- 
tutory limitations but also, for instance, to the application of the prin- 
ciple of universal criminal jurisdiction and other questions. 

The policy and the legal system of our country have served and will 
serve the purpose of ensuring that no further war of aggression starts 
from German soil and that war crimes and crimes against humanity are 
banished for ever from the life of the people. 

The German Democratic Republic, acting of its own accord and in ful- 
filment of letters rogatory, transmits to all states including such states 
with which intergovernmental agreements on legal assistance have not 
yet been concluded, material and documentary evidence regarding such 
international crimes and their perpetrators. In so doing the German 
Democratic Republic acts in accordance with the principle of universal 
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jurisdiction applying to such international crimes. We find this prin- 
ciple in the Moscow Declaration of 30 October 1943, in the Charter of 
the Nuremberg Military Tribunal, the Geneva Conventions of 1949, in 
the Convention on the Non-Applicability of Statutory Limitations to 
War Crimes and also in an Act of the German Democratic Republic 
of 1 September 1964. 

At present, the German Democratic Republic deems it particularly urgent 
to exchange such information. Due to the time that has passed there more 
complete documentation concerning such crimes and criminals is now 
available than in former years. For biological reasons the investigation 
and the punishment of these crimes as far.as they were committed during 
World War II have become more difficult. Unfortunately, we cannot 
say that in all cases the material and documentary evidence we trans- 
mitted was adequately used to prosecute and punish the perpetrators. 
The delegation of the GDR would like to draw the Committee’s atten- 
tion to the fact that numerous war crimes and crimes against humanity 
committed during World War II have not yet been tried, that war crimi- 
nals find refuge on the territory of some states and enjoy their protection 
and that such crimes continue to be committed in various parts of the 
world. In our opinion it is not sufficient to lay down fundamental prin- 
ciples in conventions and other international documents. Coordinated 
efforts should be made to make sure that they do not become or remain 
a dead letter. 

In this connection, the GDR delegation wishes to expressly underline 
the need—as expressed by the UN Secretary-General in his study 
(A/8823 par. 60)—to bring extradition laws, bilateral treaties and prac- 
tices of states into full harmony with the binding basic principles of 
international law on the prosecution and punishment of persons guilty of 
war crimes and crimes against humanity. My delegation therefore views 
the resolution announcing the principles of international cooperation in 
the detection, arrest, extradition and punishment of persons guilty of 
war crimes and crimes against humanity in their practice, in particular 
when concluding extradition agreements, agreements on legal assist- 
ance or similar bilateral or multilateral agreements, and to bring their 
domestic legislation into harmony with these principles. We should also 
like to see the Secretary-General propagate these principles as widely 
as possible. 


The German Democratic Republic and the United Nations, 1973/10, pp. 82—84. 
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Statement made by GDR representative Dr Gottfried Les- 
sing at the XXVIII session of the UN General Assembly, 
concerning the implementation of the UN Declaration on 
the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and 
Peoples 


14 November 1973 


The General Assembly is dealing today with a problem which has 
occupied the United Nations since its foundation, a problem which, 
however, belongs to the outdated era of colonialism. 

Since the famous resolution 1514 (XV), which was adopted by the 
XV session of the United Nations General Assembly, various organs 
of the United Nations have endeavoured to promote and enhance the 
process of decolonization. 

Only recently, the United Nations accepted as a member the Common- 
wealth of the Bahamas, a young and independent state that last year 
was still a colonial territory. The majority of the members of the United 
Nations, among them the German Democratic Republic, have welcomed 
and recognized the recent foundation of the new and independent 
state of Guinea-Bissau, which was proclaimed after heavy fighting 
and subtantial loss of human life. The resolution of the General 
Assembly marks the last section of the road to the complete elimination 
of Portugese colonial rule. Its days are numbered, but to overcome 
it completely, determined action is stilll necessary. 

These two facts — the accession to membership of the United Nations 
of a new state and the foundation of a new African state-symbolize 
the road, or to be precise, different ways achieving self-determination 
and independence; but they also show that the process of decolonization 
proceeds too slowly. Many peoples, above all on the African continent 
and, in particular, in southern Africa but also in the Pacific region and 
in other parts of the world, are still under colonial rule. 

The delegation of the German Democratic Republic holds that it is 
contrary to the principles of the Charter of the United Nations and 
to generally accepted human rights if peoples and territories are still 
subject to colonial oppression. The more so as the general trend towards 
détente, in spite of the hotbeds of tension that still exist, is constantly 
gaining ground. Regarding this trend, the communiqué of the Moscow 
World Congress of Peace Forces, held last October and attended by 
representatives of 143 countries, stated: “Peaceful coexistence does not 
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mean that one has to put up with injustice; on the contrary, it pre- 
supposes a firm rebuff to aggression and the right of the people to 
fight with all the means required for their political and economic 
liberation and social progress, and the right to decide their own destiny 
freely and without any outside interference.” 

In other words, all forms of colonialism and neo-colonialism are com- 
pletely anachronistic. 

Since its foundation the German Democratic Republic has fought 
against any form of colonialism, neo-colonialism and racism and has 
given moral, political and material assistance to the just struggle of 
the peoples for the implementation of their right to self-determination 
and to their independence. Solidarity with the oppressed peoples is 
one of the basic elements of its foreign policy. 

In accordance with this principle, the German Democratic Republic 
has no relations with the Portuguese colonies, nor does it maintain 
relations with South Africa or Southern Rhodesia — which we prefer 
to call Zimbabwe since it belongs to the people of Zimbabwe and not to 
Mr Cecil Rhodes or his heirs and successors. “No relations” is to be 
understood quite literally. The German Democratic Republic maintains 
no diplomatic, consular, commercial or economic relations of any kind 
with these territories. If in this connection I speak of South Africa I 
include Namibia, where illegally but de facto the South African 
apartheid regime is still wielding power. South Africa strengthens this 
cruel system by brutal means and methods, cynically disregarding the 
opinion of the International Court of Justice and all resolutions passed 
by the United Nations, its General Assembly and its Security Council. 
The attitude of the German Democratic Republic stems from its nature 
as a socialist state and the principles of its foreign policy. Since its 
foundation the German Democratic Republic has therefore strictly 
observed all United Nations resolutions on the elimination of colonial- 
ism, and it fulfils its obligation as a member of the United Nations to 
cooperate actively in the elimination of the remnants of colonialism. 

As the Foreign Minister of the German Democratic Republic stated in 
his speech in the general debate: “In the German Democratic Republic 
there are no political or economic groups whose profit and export 
interests would bar a policy aimed at implementing the reslutions and 
recommendations of the United Nations. Nor are there any reasons for 
the German Democratic Republic to show regard for the aims of states 
still pursuing colonialist or neo-colonialist policies.” (2134th meeting, 
pp. 7—10.) 

There is no participation by the GDR firms in the exploitation of 
mineral resources in any colony, no cooperation, for instance, in the 
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construction of the Cabora Bassa dam in Mozambique or in the Cunene 
River project in Angola, as participation in these projects is contrary 
to the interests of the peoples of Mozambique and Angola. 

But above all, the economic interests of a number of states and their 
monopoly companies, especially in southern Africa, further the mainte- 
nance of the South African apartheid régime, its occupation of Namibia, 
Portugal’s colonial rule in Angola and Mozambique and the illegal 
minority régime in Zimbabwe. 

For instance, in the form of royalties and taxes alone they contribute 
a considerable share to the budget of these states. In Angola they even 
pay a special tax for the military budget of that territory thus 
directly helping to finance Portugal’s colonial war against the freedom 
struggle of the people. 

It should also be mentioned that these monopolies and companies 
make super profits out of their activities in the colonies. I want to 
corroborate this statement by quoting the fact that in southern Africa 
an African worker earns only between the sixth and eighth part 
of what a non-African worker gets. In the gold mines this ratio is 
even more to the disadvantage of the African workers, to indigenous 
people, the legitimate owners of the exploited mineral resources. 

The delegation of the German Democratic Republic holds the view that 
unless a number of states, in particular some members of NATO 
and their monopoly companies, supported the colonial powers and 
colonial interests, the peoples of the territories under colonial rule would 
have implemented their right to self-determination and gained their 
independence. 

The delegation of the German Democratic Republic does not want to 
miss this opportunity to express its appreciation of the work performed 
by the Special Committee, under the chairmanship of the Ambassador 
of Tanzania, Mr Salim A. Salim, whose report is contained in documents 
A/9023 and Add. 1—7. This report, in part IX on the activities of foreign 
economic and other interests (A/9023/Add. 3) worked out by Sub-Com- 
mittee I under the chairmanship of Mrs F.I. Joka-Banguar of Sierra 
Leone, contains a great number of facts and statements which clearly 
prove that there are enough international monopoly interests which wish 
to maintain the existing situation as long as possible. Our thanks, of 
course, are also due to Mr G. Garvalov of Bulgaria, the Rapporteur of 
the Special Committee. 

My delegation also wishes to welcome the public meeting of the Security 
Council Committee on 9 November this year, of the Committee 
established in pursuance of resolution 253 (1968) concerning the question 
of Southern Rhodesia because this meeting contributes to drawing the 
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attention of world opinion to the problems of Zimbabwe and because it 
has helped refute allegations made by some states to the effect that they 
were unable to control the activities of their non-governmental com- 
panies and firms. 

When discussing ways and means of solving the problems facing us, the 
decisions and proposals of the meeting of the Organization of African 
Unity, the Oslo Conference of Experts and the Summit Conference of 
the non-aligned countries at Algiers should be carefully considered. 
Generally speaking, I should like to state once again on behalf of the 
German Democratic Republic that my country is ready to support and 
observe all decisions and resolutions of the United Nations which con- 
tribute to eliminating the remnants of the anachronistic colonial system. 
In addition, my delegation holds the following view: 

1. that with regard to colonies and territories for which special decisions 
and resolutions of the General Assembly or the Security Council exist, 
the observance of these decisions and resolutions should be organized ina 
more effective way; 

2. that in the case of the Portuguese colonies and Zimbabwe, the Security 
Council should take appropriate measures against South Africa and Por- 
tugal in order finally to eliminate Portuguese colonial rule and the ille- 
gal régime in Zimbabwe and to help the peoples of these colonies to 
gain self-determination and independence; 

3. that States governing territories on behalf of the United Nations, as 
Australia in regard to Papua New Guinea, should first grant self-govern- 
ment to the respective territories if such an intermediate stage is nec- 
essary and immediately establish and implement a binding time 
schedule for full independence. 

In conclusion, the delegation of the German Democratic Republic wishes 
to express the hope that the time may come soon when today’s item on 
the agenda of the General Assembly will have lost its relevance. 


The German Democratic Republic and the United Nations, 1973/10, pp. 43—46. 
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Statement made by GDR representative Dr Peter Dietze in 
the Special Political Committee of the XXVIII session of the 
UN General Assembly, concerning the policies of apartheid 
of the Government of South Africa 


15 November 1973 


The delegation of the German Democratic Republic is a co-sponsor of the 
draft of the general resolution on South Africa’s policy of apartheid which 
has been submitted to us. In our view this draft resolution is of especially 
great importance among the recommendations our committee has adopted 
or will adopt. On other occasions my delegation has already expressed the 
view that the struggle against apartheid must be waged in many forms 
and that the German Democratic Republic is actively participating in 
all these forms. This is true for the mobilization of world opinion as well 
as for the advancement of co-operation between the apartheid committee 
and the trade union organizations. 

There is no doubt, however, that the most efficient international aid to 
the national liberation movement of South Africa in its struggle against 
colonial and racist oppression may be given by breaking off diplomatic 
relations, severing all economic relations and, above all, strictly respect- 
ing the arms embargo. 

My delegation considers the measures contained in the draft resolution 
as a minimum of international coordinated actions which have to be 
implemented so that the international ban on the policy of apartheid 
will be really felt by the racist regime in Pretoria and induce it to change 
its policy. 

For all these reasons the GDR supports the present draft resolution and 


hopes that both the committee and the General Assembly will adopt this 
resolution. 


Archives of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the GDR. 
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Statement made by GDR representative Giinter Mauers- 
berger in the Fourth Committee of the XXVIII session of 
the UN General Assembly, concerning activities of foreign 
economic and other interests which are impeding the imple- 
mentation of the Declaration on the Granting of Independ- 
ence to Colonial Countries and Peoples in Southern Rho- 
desia, Namibia and territories under Portuguese domination 
and in all other territories under colonial domination and 
efforts to eliminate colonialism, apartheid and racial dis- 
crimination in southern Africa 


16 November 1973 


The delegation of the German Democratic Republic considers the struggle 
against activities of foreign economic and other interests which are im- 
peding the implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of In- 
dependence to Colonial Countries and Peoples in Southern Rhodesia, 
Namibia and territories under Portuguese domination and in all other 
territories under colonial domination and efforts to eliminate colonialism, 
apartheid and racial discrimination in southern Africa as a burning issue 
that is of crucial importance in the fight against colonialism and 
apartheid. 

We believe that the activities of foreign financial and economic interests 
in still dependent territories stand in the way of the implementation of 
the right to self-determination and the granting of independence to 
colonial peoples. 

The United Nations has been considering this problem since 1963. Many 
resolutions were adopted, the last one being Resolution 2979 (XXVII) 
which drew urgent attention to the importance of opposing the activities 
of the monopolies supporting the colonial régimes and which laid down 
concrete measures to this end. 

Unfortunately, it has to be noted that in defiance of these resolutions the 
colonial powers and other states have continued to favour the activities 
of monopolies in southern Africa, enabling them to make high profits. 
The monopolies of NATO states have been especially active in this 
regard. There is evidence that leading monopolistic groupings operate in 
this region with the approval and backing of the colonialist and racist 
régimes of South Africa, Southern Rhodesia and Portugal for their own 
profits, but not for the benefit of the population. 

There is no doubt that the activities of foreign economic and financial 
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interests in the territories still under colonial domination are aimed at 
perpetuating this domination. 

The present report of the Special Committee on the Situation with 
regard to the Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of 
Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples—ChapterIV, A/9023, 
Part III—contains very detailed and impressive information on the scope 
of activities of these monopolies and on their objectives. 

In Southern Rhodesia, Angola, Mozambique und Namibia foreign monop- 
olies mine valuable mineral resources such as iron ore, diamonds, 
uranium, bauxite and non-ferrous metals, and since they regard the 
population of these territories as cheap labour they realize huge profits 
plus extra profits from the policy of apartheid. 

The imperialist governments have never stopped giving direct and 
indirect support to this drive for profits on the part of their monopolies; 
on the contrary, in the past few years this support has been intensified. 
The principal buyers of Southern Rhodesian chromium ores are the big 
western industrial states whose monopolies, among them American Metal 
Climax, Union Carbide Metal and the Vanadium Corporation of America 
are engaged in large-scale activities. The monopolies do everything to 
cirtumvent the sanctions imposed by the United Nations, whether by 
setting up subsidiary companies, multinational or anonymous companies 
or by registering partners in South Africa or in other states. However, 
even so-called triangular transactions cannot disguise the identity of the 
real purchasers and exploiters of the mineral resources. 

Especially Namibia has become a central target of the expansionist drive 
of international monopolies. 

A West European foreign affairs magazine noted only recently that 
Namibia could be ranked among those countries of southern Africa 
which are most heavily affected by the exploitation by international 
monopolies, and that efforts were being made there to maintain the 
South African racist régime’s illegal rule over Namibia. 

Many monopolies do not even conceal the fact that they are stepping 
up their economic involvement in the territories still under colonial 
domination. The South African régime even boasts that numerous monop- 
olies violate relevant UN resolutions. Suffice it to refer here to the press 
and information bulletins of South Africa’s embassies abroad in which 
the mayor of Windhoek dares to state—and I quote—: “All big interna- 
tional firms have branches here in Windhoek.” 

Among the raw materials that make Namibia so attractive to inter- 
national monopoly capital are, in the first place, uranium, diamonds, 
lead, zinc, tin, petrol, copper, silver, vanadium and nickel exploited by 
monopolies such as 
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Charter Consolidated of the United Kingdom Co. Ltd; 

Consolidated Gold Fields Ltd of the United Kingdom; 

South-West Africa Company of the United Kingdom; 

American Metal Climax Inc., Navarro Exploration Company of the US; 
Falconbrigde Nickel Mines of Canada; 

Anglo-American Corporation of S. A. 

Prospecting for these resources in Namibia is done by such well-known 
monopolies as 

the British Petroleum Company of the United Kingdom; 

the Shell Company of the United Kingdom; 

the Bethlehem Steel Corporation of the USA; 

the Gulf Oil Company of the USA; 
Brilund Mines of Canada (Source: Peace News, London, 25 May 1972). 
Capital investments by these monopolies do by no means serve the 
sound economic development of these territories but involve the exploita- 
tion of the workers under discriminatory conditions and often wasteful 
exploitation of the mines. 

Mines and the mining industry, for example, make up 60 per cent of the 
70 million dollars of foreign capital invested in Namibia’s fisheries, 
mines and small-scale industries. 

Each year foreign monopolies plunder mineral resources in Namibia 
worth hundreds of millions of dollars. 

Portugal’s colonial policy in Africa is also actively supported by the big 
monopolies. 

Investment privileges granted by Portugal and discriminatory sub- 
sistence wages for African workers have facilitated the penetration of 
imperialist monopolies into Portuguese colonies in contradiction to all 
UN resolutions. Direct economic cooperation with Portugal is also being 
further expanded. Since 1960 the Krupp group has been operating in 
Angola, exploiting the iron ore deposits near Cassinga together with 
Portuguese and other companies. 

Newly discovered iron ore deposits near Malanje and Cassala-Quitungo 
are being developed by an international consortium in which major West 
European companies intend to participate. 

The Cabora Bassa project in Mozambique serves to strengthen the Por- 
tuguese colonial régime and to expand the Lisbon-Pretoria-Salisbury 
alliance. When completed, it will benefit those who rule and exploit the 
country. 

The same goes for the interests of foreign monopolies and states in the 
Cunene project, details of which have been analysed in the report of the 
Special Committee A/9023, Part III, page 157. 

Alle these facts are evidence that as has already been explained at 
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length by the distinguished representative of Cuba these activities by 
foreign monopolies in the territories still under colonial domination in 
southern Africa and other regions are no individual actions but that 
major political, military, strategic and economic interests of imperialist 
circles are at stake, the coordination of which is to safeguard the supply 
of strategic raw materials, oil and other mineral resources to colonialist 
and other states, especially in so-called “periods of crisis” now that many 
independent states of Africa, Asia and Latin America have put a stop to 
the economic plundering of their countries and peoples by foreign monop- 
olies and the use of the resources in the struggle against the peoples’ 
aspirations for progress and independence. 

For this reason, too, these monopolies are anxious to maintain colonial 
rule, and they back these régimes as much as they can. 

In the light of this situation my delegation considers it necessary that 
the boycott measures imposed by the Security Council should be 
extended to all colonialist and racist régimes in southern Africa and that 
all essential economic goods, especially oil and oil products, should also 
fall under the boycott. The arms embargo imposed by the Security 
Council on these régimes should be scrupulously and unconditionally 
observed and strictly supervised by the United Nations. 

In addition, all states should undertake to boycott exports from South 
Africa and Southern Rhodesia. Further studies by the Special Committee 
of the activities of big companies in the countries under colonial rule 
would help to show more clearly the responsibility of the governments 
concerned. 

My delegation agrees with the recommendations of the Special Com- 
mittee (Chapter IV, A/9023, Part II, pp. 8—9) and wishes to reiterate its 
high appreciation of the work done in connection with this report. 


The German Democratic Republic and the United Nations, 1973/10, pp. 96—99 
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From the statement made by Ambassador Peter Florin, 
Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs and Permanent Repre- 
sentative of the GDR to the United Nations, at the 
XXVIII session of the UN General Assembly, concerning 
the reduction of the military budgets of states permanent 
members of the Security Council by 10 per cent and utili- 
zation of part of the funds thus saved to provide assistance 
to developing countries 


20 November 1973 


The Minister of Foreign Affairs of the German Democratic Republic, 
Otto Winzer, in his statement in the general debate at this XXVIII ses- 
sion of the General Assembly welcomed the proposals of the Soviet 
Union for a reduction of the military budgets of states permanent mem- 
bers of the Security Council by 10 per cent and utilization of part of the 
funds thus saved to provide assistance to developing countries because it 
holds out a real possibility of translating the desire of states to halt the 
arms race expressed in repeated declarations of the United Nations, into 
practical measures serving the attainment of this objective which is of 
direct benefit to the peoples. 

This proposal is living testimony to the policy of peace pursued by the 
world’s first socialist state. Since that state’s first entry into the inter- 
national arena it has urged peoples and states to put an end to the arms 
race. And here, from the rostrum of the United Nations, the repre- 
sentatives of the Soviet Union in recent years have again and again put 
forward proposals concerning disarmament, and a good many of these 
initiatives have led to international agreements enjoying wide support. 
The draft resolution in document A/L. 701, submitted for consideration 
by the present session of the General Assembly, dated 9 October 1973, 
is in keeping with the programme of peace adopted by the 24th Congress 
of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union, which states that the Soviet 
Union is in favour of reducing military budgets on the basis of treaties, 
particularly those of the major powers. 

On behalf of the Government of the German Democratic Republic 
I support this proposal most emphatically. The GDR has always worked 
for peace and security... The GDR has spoken out against the arms 
race and supported all proposals directed to that end. It is a party to all 
international agreements and conventions so far concluded in this field. 
For our part, throughout these years we have put forward various 
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regional disarmament proposals of our own, particularly vis-a-vis our 
western neighbour. We have also put forward a number of proposals 
concerning a reduction of military expenditures and of military budgets, 
and our position on this latest proposal of the Soviet Union is in keep- 
ing with the principles of our state’s policy. 


The GDR considers that the proposal of the Soviet Union now before 
the General Assembly is closely linked with the efforts made by a 
majority of the United Nations membership to have the non-use of 
force in international relations and a permanent ban on nuclear weap- 
ons declared a principle binding upon ail states and to hasten the 
convening of a World Disarmament Conference. 

Bending our efforts to the task of meeting the world’s needs, which is 
precisely what the United Nations is supposed to do, means that we must 
not only work for disarmament and the reduction of military budgets, but 
also—and this point results from General Assembly resolution 2826 
(XXVI)—see to it that, as a result of disarmament measures, additional 
resources are made available for economic and social progress, partic- 
ularly in thé developing countries. 

This view was reaffirmed by 10 non-aligned countries at the Conference 
of the Committee on Disarmament in working paper No. 400 dated 
26 April 1973. I should also like to draw the attention of members of the 
Declaration of the Fourth Conference of Non-Aligned Countries which 
took place earlier this year in Algiers. That Declaration pointed to the 
tremendous benefit that would accrue for all peoples, particularly for 
the social and economic development of the Third World if the resources 
thus far used for armaments could be made available for that develop- 
ment. 

The relationship between the solution of basic economic and social 
problems and disarmament was vividly expressed in the appeal adopted 
by the World Congress of Peace Forces, The appeal states: “While war 
is not inevitable, peace will continue to be threatened if we are unable to 
correct the injustice of a situation where 40 per cent of the world’s 
population is doomed to live on the edge of hunger and economic 
degradation. Military expenditures are 2.5 times greater than expend- 
itures on health and 1.5 times greater than expenditures on education.” 


The delegation of the German Democratic Republic takes the view that 
the USSR, committed as it is to a Leninist foreign policy, has rendered 
extraordinary services to the cause of peace and support for the develop- 
ing countries in putting forward this initiative. In the draft resolution 
now before the General Assembly (A/I. 701), which calls upon the 
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permanent members of the Security Council to make a 10 per cent 
reduction in their military budgets and to use part of the funds thus 
saved to provide assistance to developing countries, the Soviet Union has 
reaffirmed its determination to respond any such appeal by the United 
Nations. The attitude towards this proposal is a touchstone of the 
position taken on key questions that are of concern to mankind: 
questions of development and of improving living standards, particularly 
in the economically backward countries. Hunger cannot be relieved by 
empty words. Or, as the poet and dramatist Bertolt Brecht put it: “Man 
cannot be feed on idle talk alone.” The sum which would annually be 
spent by the permanent members of the Security Council alone would 
far exceed the resources available to the United Nations Development 
Programme. To raise one’s voice in the General Assembly on behalf of 
this draft resolution is the very least that states which are not permanent 
members of the Security Council can do, and although this step is but 
a beginning, it would take us one step nearer that great objective stated 
in all resolutions of the United Nations, namely, peace, security, general 
and complete disarmament and welfare for alL 


The German Democratic Republic and the United Nations, 1973/10, pp. 31—34, 
36. 


From the statement made by Ambassador Peter Florin, 
Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs and Permanent Repre- 
sentative of the German Democratic Republic to the United 
Nations in the First (Political) Committee, concerning the 
implementation of the UN Declaration on the Strengthening 
of International Security 


29 November 1973 


The Declaration on the Strengthening of International Security, adopted 
in 1970 at the XXV session of the United Nations General Assembly and 
the resolutions adopted in this connection at the XXVI and XXVII ses- 
sions of the United Nations General Assembly have above all confirmed 
the obligation of states strictly to observe the Charter of the United 
Nations in all their international actions—and the more that is done 
the more will international security be really strengthened. 
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Without losing sight of the outstanding complicated international prob- 
lems and without wishing to underestimate the urgency of finding solu- 
tions to those problems, I wish to state that the development of the inter- 
national situation since the adoption of the Declaration entitles us to 
speak of advances in the process of détente. There has been a turning 
away from the cold war towards peaceful coexistence. 

This has been confirmed, in spite of certain differences on matters of 
detail, in the major statements made during the general debate at this 
session of the General Assembly. Prospects for creating a lasting peace 
have become more favourable. 

By no means the least important reflection of the real changes which 
have promoted the enhancement of international security has been the 
conclusion of a number of international treaties which in their turn have 
exerted a favourable influence on the development now under way. .. . 
The United Nations Charter and the Declaration on the Strengthening 
of International Security are based on the principle of the indivisibility 
and universality of all measures to safeguard peace. Therefore, the del- 
egation of the GDR shares the view of the majority of representatives 
here that the strengthening of international security and political détente 
should not be confined to individual regions but should be extended to 
the whole world. 

The process of détente in Europe should not, in the view of our delega- 
tion, be viewed solely from the narrow standpoint of the needs of our 
continent, for it is undoubtedly having a favourable influence on the 
whole international situation. In this context it would be mistaken 
mechanically to translate the process occurring in Europe in terms of 
other regions of the world; but obviously there is some valuable, com- 
mon, general experience which is useful and applicable also to the 
aspirations of others to greater security and to broader international 
cooperation in other areas. Even the complex questions arising in rela- 
tions among states can be solved on the basis of the principles of the 
United Nations Charter, given the necessary good will to find a con- 
structive approach. 

My delegation is convinced that Europe too needs détente in other parts 
of the world for the sake of the durable development of peaceful co- 
existence. Détente in other parts of the world should include the final 
elimination of colonial and racist oppression, primarily in Africa. 
Colonialism is not only an anachronism of our day: it is factor of tension, 
oppression, exploitation, aggression and inhumanity. Its elimination is 
a dictate of human decency, and ‘is essential for the achievement of 
universal peace and international security. 

The implementation of resolution 3061 (XXVIII) on the halting of Por- 
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tuguese aggression against Guinea-Bissau, and also of other United 
Nations resolutions on the final elimination of colonial domination, is 
fully in keeping with the interests of strengthening international 
security. 

A positive result of the struggle of peoples for the strengthening of 
international security was the conclusion of the Paris Agreement on 
restoring peace in Vietnam.... 

The peace-loving peoples and states have welcomed with great satisfaction 
the improvement of the situation in the Indian subcontinent. The im- 
mediate admission of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh to membership 
of the United Nations would be a further contribution to the strengthen- 
ing of international security in the Indian subcontinent and throughout 
Asia. The creation of a system of collective security in Asia would serve 
to strengthen the security of peoples and states in general. 

In the face of the positive improvements in international relations we 
do not, however, forget that this progress was achieved in an arduous 
struggle for peace, international security and détente and that these 
achievements must be resolutely defended. The most aggressive and 
reactionary circles of imperialism are still striving, wherever they feel 
it is possible to do so, to turn back the wheel of history, to impede 
progressive developments and to continue their oppression of other 
peoples. They are attempting to preserve the existing hotbeds of tension 
and to create new ones. Events in Chile and in the Middle East have 
amply demonstrated this. 

However, there is every ground to believe that the strengthening of in- 
ternational security will make it easier to avert situations fraught with 
conflict. ... 

The conflict in the Middle East should be resolved as soon as possible, 
as indeed should all other hotbeds of military danger, in the interests 
of universal peace and the safeguarding of the legitimate interests of the 
peoples concerned on the basis of the principles of the United Nations 
Charter. 

The continuing process of international détente is providing further 
opportunities for the United Nations to promote the strengthening of 
international security and, in this way, enhancing the authority of the 
Organization in international relations. 

In this context we should take into account even more the encouraging 
fact that in recent years public forces have greatly increased their efforts 
to promote peace, and we consider that close cooperation with these 
forces would be advantageous for the United Nations. 

In this regard I should like to draw your attention to the documents of 
the World Congress of Peace Forces held recently in Moscow. The 
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proposals contained in these documents may well give a further boost 
to the work of the United Nations. 


The German Democratic Republic and the United Nations, 1973/10, pp. 48—52. 


From the joint communiqué issued after the visit to the 
GDR by a delegation of the Central Committee of the South 
African Communist Party (SACP), led by the Party’s Chair- 
man, Dr Yusuf Mohamed Dadoo 


29 November 1973 


On the invitation of the Central Committee of the Socialist Unity Party 
of Germany (SED), a delegation of the Central Committee of the South 
African Communist Party (SACP) spent some time in the GDR. The 
delegation, led by the Chairman of the SACP, Comrade Dr Yusuf 
Mohamed Dadoo, also included the Party’s Deputy General Secretary. 
During its stay in the GDR the delegation of the Central Committee of 
the SACP was received by the First Secretary of the Central Committee 
of the SED, Comrade Erich Honecker, for a cordial talk. 

The delegation of the Central Committee of the SACP conferred with 
a delegation of the Central Committee of the SED led by Hermann Axen, 
member of the Politbureau and Secretary of the SED Central Committee. 
Other members of the delegation were: Otto Reinhold, member of the 
Central Committee and Director of the Social Sciences Institute of the 
SED Central Committee; Egon Winkelmann, deputy head of the Inter- 
national Relations Department of the SED Central Committee; Wolfgang 
Schiissler section head in the International Relations Department of the 
SED Central Committee; and Siegfried Biittner, member of the Inter- 
national Relations Department of the SED Central Committee. The del- 
egation of the SACP Central Committee laid wreaths at the Socialist 
Memorial at Berlin-Friedrichsfelde and at the Monument to the Fallen 
Heroes of the Soviet Union at Berlin-Treptow. It visited Potsdam county, 
viewed places of historical and cultural interest: there, conducted a 
friendly exchange of views with members of the Potsdam County SED 
Committee and had several cordial meetings with workers in the 
county. 

During its visit the delegation of the SACP Central Committee had an 
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opportunity to acquaint themselves with the work of socialist construc- 
tion and the active solidarity of the GDR’s population with the national 
liberation movement of South Africa in its heroic struggle against the 
fascist racist régime in Pretoria. 

During the talks between the delegations of the SED and the SACP 
a comprehensive exchange of views took place on current problems of 
the present international situation as well as on the deepening and 
further development of the cooperation between the two parties. 
Comrade Dadoo provided information on the arduous struggle, with 
its many sacrifices, of the democratic forces in South Africa. How the 
great wave of strikes in South Africa at the beginning of 1973 has once 
again shows, the African working class is leading the struggle against the 
terror of the fascist apartheid régime. He welcomed the decisions of the 
international trade union conference, held in mid-June 1973 in Geneva, 
to begin an International Week of Struggle Against Apartheid on 10 De- 
cember 1973. At the same time the Decade of Action to Combat Racism 
and Racial Discrimination, proclaimed by the UN, will be opened. 
Comrade Dadoo expressed the determination of the SACP together with 
the African National Congress (ANC) to. unite all democratic forces in 
a broad anti-imperialist liberation movement to topple the racist mi- 
nority régime in Pretoria. 

The delegation of the South African Communist Party expressed its 
deeply felt thanks for the support and solidarity extended in the spirit 
of proletarian internationalism by the Socialist Unity Party of Germany 
and the people of the German Democratic Republic. 

Both parties demand freedom for the jailed South African patriots 
Mandela, Sisulu, Kathrada, Mbeki, Fisher and all political prisoners in 
South Africa. 

Comrade Hermann Axen reported on the efforts of the working people 
of the GDR to implement the decisions of the 8th Party Congress of the 
SED. He reported in detail on how the SED, within the framework of 
the coordinated foreign policy of the socialist community of states, is 
making its contribution to the task of putting the great peace programme 
of the 24th Congress of the CPSU into action. 

The SED expresses its high regard for the hard struggle of the South 
African Communist Party as the Marxist-Leninist vanguard, tried and 
tested over a period of more than 50 years, of the working class of South 
Africa. The SACP has made a great contribution to spreading the 
immortal ideas of Marx, Engels and Lenin on the African continent. The 
SED expresses its unlimited solidarity with the SACP and all the dem- 
ocratic forces of South Africa in their struggle against the fascist racist 
régime. 
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Both parties resolutely condemn the continuing support of the Vorster 
régime by the main imperialist powers, and the intensified cooperation 
between NATO and the racist régime in South Africa; the shameful 
sabotage of all UN anti-apartheid resolutions and boycotts by the 
monopolies of the USA, the Federal Republic of Germany, Britain and 
other capitalist countries. They denounce the neo-colonialist alliance 
between South Africa, Rhodesia and Portugal as a bulwark of inter- 
national imperialism against the independent African states and the 
national liberation movements in Africa. 

Both delegations affirm that they will also in future fully support the 
peace programme of the CPSU. The SED and the SACP concur in the 
estimation of the leaders of the communist and workers’ parties at the 
Crimean conference to the effect that important positive changes have 
taken place in the international arena. This transition from the period of 
the cold war to détente, the consolidation of security and peaceful co- 
operation as the dominant trend in contemporary international relations 
is attributable, first and foremost, to the consistent and constructive 
policy pursued by the CPSU and the Soviet Government for the con- 
solidation of world peace, for the further deepening of the process of 
international détente and for the implementation of the principles of 
peaceful coexistence between states with different social systems. 

An important role has been played by the national liberation movement 
and by the working class in the capitalist countries. 

The delegations of the SED and the SACP voiced their solidarity with 
the peoples of Africa, Asia and Latin America, who are waging a just 
struggle against imperialism and colonialism, for national independence 
and social progress. They call upon all the anti-imperialist forces of the 
world to continue to show solidarity with the peoples of Africa, especially 
of South Africa, Namibia, Zimbabwe, Mozambique and Angola, who 
are fighting for their freedom and independence. Both parties welcome 
the founding of the Republic of Guinea-Bissau and demand the general 
recognition of this republic, its admission to the UN, and the withdrawal 
of Portuguese troops from the entire territory of the Republic of Guinea- 
Bissau. 

Both parties welcome the decision of the Arab countries to impose a 
total oil embargo on South Africa, Rhodesia and Portugal. They call 
upon all petroleum-producing and exporting countries to join in this oil 
embargo. 

Both parties resolutely condemn the war policy of the Israeli Govern- 
ment which, through its continued policy of aggression and occupation 
and refusal thus far of all initiatives aimed at achieving a just political 
solution to the conflict in the Middle East, bears the responsibility for 
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the fact that the conflict in this region has again assumed dangerous 
proportions. The SED and the SACP are for a political settlement of the 
crisis in the Middle East on the basis ‘of Resolutions 242 (November 1967) 
and 338 (22 October 1973) of the UN Security Council, which demand the 
total withdrawal of Israeli troops from all the occupied Arab territories 
and open up possibilities of creating a just and lasting peace in the 
Middle East. They support the just struggle of the Arab people of 
Palestine under the leadership of the PLO for its legitimate rights. 

Both parties welcome the general shift in the world balance of forces 
and the successes it has brought in the struggle for peace, security and 
cooperation in Europe. They consider it imperative to make these 
changes irreversible and to spread détente all over the world. 

Both parties support the proposal to create a system of collective security 
in Asia on the basis of respect for the freedom, independence and sov- 
ereignty of all peoples of this region. They hail the historic victory of the 
Vietnamese people, support the unqualified implementation of the Paris 
Agreement on Ending the War and Restoring Peace in Vietnam of 
January 1973 and demand the cessation of all military activities by the 
USA in Indochina. 

Both parties strongly condemn the fascist military putsch staged in 
Chile by US monopolies and CIA agents, by which the constitutional 
Popular Unity Government was overthrown. They demand the im- 
mediate cessation of the bloody terror unleashed by the military junta 
against the Chilean people, as well as the immediate rélease of the Gen- 
eral Secretary of the Communist Party of Chile, Senator Luis Corvalan, 
and all other imprisoned Chilean democrats. The SED and the SACP 
proclaim their full solidarity with the democrats and patriots of Chile 
and express the firm conviction that the just struggle of the Chilean 
people will be victorious. Both parties are agreed that the constantly 
growing unity and cohesion of the communist and workers’ parties as 
well as of all anti-imperialist forces represent the decisive condition 
for the success of the cause of peace, freedom, security and social prog- 
ress. 

... Both parties reaffirm their determination actively to support also 
in future the unity and cohesion of the world communist movement 
on the basis of Marxism-Leninism and proletarian internationalism and 
constantly to strengthen the fraternal alliance with the CPSU. Both 
parties regard the World Congress of Peace Forces as an event of inter- 
national significance, whose decisions will further inspire the peoples 
and all peace forces in the struggle for peace and international friend- 
ship, for peaceful coexistence and détente, for freedom and indenpend- 
ence, for social progress and the amalgamation of all peace forces. 
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The conversations, talks and meetings took place in a cordial and fra- 
ternal atmosphere. Both delegations noted a complete harmony of views 
in all questions discussed and underlined the importance of the long- 
standing, close and good relations existing between the SED and the 
SACP. 

The talks were concluded with the signing of an agreement on coopera- 
tion between the two parties. 


German text in: Neues Deutschland, 2 December 1973. 


Statement by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the GDR 
to mark the 25th anniversary of the adoption by the United 
Nations of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights 


10 December 1973 


On 10 December 1973 it is 25 years since the United Nations Organiza- 
tion adopted the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. The German 
Democratic Republic views this Declaration as a humanitarian pledge 
of the states and peoples of the world to struggle against fascist bar- 
barity, the enslavement of other peoples and savage racial terror. 

The domestic and foreign policies of the German Democratic Republic 
are aimed at preventing the crimes German imperialism and fascism 
perpetrated against the German people and the peoples of the world 
before and during the Second World War from ever occuring again. 
By implementing the principles of the anti-Hitler coalition and of the 
anti-fascist liberation movement guarantees to this effect have been 
created in the German Democratic Republic. The Potsdam Agreement 
has consistently been fulfilled, fascism and militarism have been 
extirpated and a socialist system has been constructed. Since its incep- 
tion the socialist German Democratic Republic has been striving resolute- 
ly for a stable peace and the development of relations of peaceful 
coexistence between states with different social systems. 

The Charter of the United Nations declares the promotion and protec- 
tion of human rights a universal task. International developments since 
the proclamation of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights have 
provided ample proof that the safeguarding of peace is the fundamental 
prerequisite for respecting and implementing human rights. 

On the initiative of the USSR and the other states of the socialist com- 
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munity the United Nations has adopted several resolutions in the past 
years which provide for concrete steps to safeguard peace, promote 
détente and eliminate colonialism. The socialist states have contributed 
a great deal to bringing about such fundamental UN documents as the 
International Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of Racial 
Discrimination, the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to 
Colonial Countries and Peoples, the Convention on the Non-Applicability 
of Statutory Limitations to War Crimes and Crimes against Humanity, 
and the Convention on the Suppression and Punishment of the Crime 
of Apartheid. 

All these documents are profoundly humanitarian in their contents; to 
translate them into practice is a dictate of humanity. In official state- 
ments the GDR repeatedly expressed its support for these UN resolu- 
tions, and then, as a member of the United Nations, the GDR declared 
at the 28th session of the General Assembly that it was willing to do 
all in its power to help implement them. 

On the occasion of the 25th anniversary of the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights the German Democratic Republic, whose people, freely 
exercising their right of self-determination, have chosen for ever the 
socialist system of society, reaffirms its solidarity with the peoples 
struggling for their freedom and independence, against the imperialist 
policy of aggression and colonialism. The GDR welcomes the UN resolu- 
tion to proclaim the opening of the Decade of Action to Combat Racism 
and Racial Discrimination on the 25th anniversary of the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights. Every people has the right to self-deter- 
mination; this means, above all, the right to a social system, of its own 
choosing. The right of the peoples to self-determination is a fundamental 
human right without which the implementation of all other human 
rights would be unthinkable. The GDR supports the Vietnamese people 
in their struggle for the restoration of peace in Vietnam. It supports the 
Chilean patriots persecuted by a fascist junta and the freedom fighters 
standing up against racism and the policy of apartheid in the Portuguese 
colonies and in Southern Africa. It condemns Israel’s aggression and her 
inhuman practices in the illegally occupied Arab territories. 

In the socialist states the rights of the working people have really been 
implemented. By abolishing the exploitation of man by man, the most 
important prerequisite has been created for all people to live under the 
same conditions and for the human personality to develop freely in 
society. Deepening cooperation between the fraternal socialist countries 
on the basis of socialist internationalism serves to constantly raise the 
standards of living of the working people and to secure them a happy 
life in peace. 
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The consistent fulfilment of the Potsdam Agreement in the German 
Democratic Republic opened the way for the implementation of human 
rights in the GDR. The right to work and to secure employment, the 
right to social security, the right to participation in public affairs, the 
right to education and to recreation, equal rights for women and the 
rights of youth were implemented in our society in the immediate post- 
war years. The socio-economic changes that have taken place in the 
GDR are a result of the active political participation of the working 
people. The central policy formulated by the 8th Congress of the Social- 
ist Unity Party, which is to constantly improve the material and cultural 
standards of living of all working people, serves the aim of ensuring the 
implementation of human rights at an ever higher level. 

In the German Democratic Republic man is the focus of all efforts and 
endeavours. Free from exploitation and social insecurity the people of 
the GDR are creating and actively constructing an advanced socialist 
society. 

In accordance with its policy of defending and guaranteeing human 
rights, the German Democratic Republic has ratified the International 
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and the International Covenant 
on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights. Thus, it has again underscored 
its preparedness to cooperate with all states in the universal implementa- 
tion of human rights on the basis of sovereign equality, non-interference 
in internal affairs and respect for the right of self-determination. The 
GDR would welcome it if more states acceded to these international 
convenants before long. 


Foreign Affairs Bulletin, No. 34, 17 December 1973, p. 254, 257/258. 


Statement by the Solidarity Committee of the GDR and the 
Confederation of Free German Trade Unions on the occa- 
sion of the International Week of Action against Apartheid 


10 December 1973 


The GDR Solidarity Committee and the FDGB National Executive 
once again strongly condemn the crimes against humanity committed by 
the South African racist regime. At the same time, they assure all work- 
ing people and fighters against the shameful apartheid policy of their 
unlimited and deep sympathy and active solidarity. 
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The hideous crimes committed by the white minority regime in South 
Africa, including the illegal annexation of Namibia, are still continuing 
25 years after the adoption of the Universal Declaration on Human 
Rights by the General Assembly of the United Nations. 

Apartheid has many faces. It means that day in day out non-white peo- 
ple are humiliated in a thousand ways. 800,060 arrests, 70,000 whippings 
and 150 executions take place each year—these are the realities of life for 
the oppressed black majority in South Africa. In addition, the non-white 
population is denied all human rights and ruthlessly exploited. We accuse 
the Vorster regime of trampling underfoot the basic rights and liberties 
of the working people and of the trade unions and of persistently violat- 
ing the ILO Conventions in this way. 

Apart from Resolution 1881 (XVII) in which apartheid was condemned 
by the UN General Assembly as early as 1963 several other resolutions 
were adopted against a system designed to keep in slavery a population 
of 18 million non-whites by means of a subtly devised network of fascist 
and racist laws. 

This inhuman policy of the racist regime in Pretoria, which is in viola- 
tion of international law, can only be pursued because other countries 
primarily member states of NATO are supporting the regime in the 
economic, political and military fields in defiance of binding norms of 
international law and UN resolutions. 

We strongly condemn the continuing support which the major imperialist 
powers are granting to the Vorster regime, the intensification of the 
cooperation between NATO and the racist regime in South Africa, the 
shameful sabotage of all UN resolutions, including those relating to 
boycott measures, by the monopolies of the USA, the Federal Republic 
of Germany and other capitalist countries. 

As urged by the Anti-Apartheid Committee of the United Nations we 
consider it indispensable to immediately implement the relevant UN 
resolutions as well as the anti-apartheid decisions of the International 
Trade Union Conference against Apartheid and Racism of June 1973 
and, over and above this, to take further measures guaranteeing strict 
compliance with these decisions. 

We support the draft of a UN Convention concerning the suppression 
and punishment of apartheid which defines and condemns the crime of 
apartheid as an international offence and points out international crimi- 
nal responsibility. 

In accordance with the policy of the GDR Government we fully sup- 
port the principle laid down in the Charter of the South African liber- 
ation movement ANC and the demand put forward by the South 
African Congress of Trade Unions (SACTU) that any sanction imposed 
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on South Africa by the UN Security Council should continue to be sup- 
ported without qualification. 

Committed as they are to the principles of proletarian internationalism 
and the tenets laid down in the GDR Constitution the working class and 
the population of the GDR have at all times supported the peoples 
fighting against racism, apartheid and colonialism and extend all-round 
assistance and solidarity to them. In response to the appeal of the Inter- 
national Trade Union Conference against Apartheid and Racism the 
GDR working people are organizing manifold actions of solidarity in 
the framework of the International Week of Action against Apartheid. 
At the same time, this week marks the beginning of the Decade of 
Action to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination proclaimed by the 
United Nations. The working people and the rest of the GDR renew 
their demand for the immediate and unconditional release of all patriots 
and democratic forces in South Africa. 

During this Decade of Action the working class and their trade unions, 
indeed the entire population of the German Democratic Republic will 
support with all the means at their disposal the peoples fighting for 
their national independence and will contribute in this way to eliminat- 
ing once and for all the last positions held by racism and colonialism. 


GDR Solidarity Committee Archives. 


From the speech given by the President of the People’s 
Chamber of the GDR, Gerald Gotting, before leading polit- 
ical figures of the GDR and the heads of foreign missions 
accredited in the GDR, to mark the 25th anniversary of the 
adoption by the United Nations of the Universal Declaration 
of Human Rights 


10 December 1973 


Twenty-five years ago an important event in the history of the United 
Nations took place: the adoption of the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights at the third session of the UN General Assembly. The German 
Democratic Republic commemorates this day as a peace-loving socialist 
state which has been committed to the purposes and principles of the 
UN Charter since its inception. We celebrate today’s anniversary as a 
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member of the community of socialist states whose social foundations 
provide the most favourable conditions for the implementation of 
human rights. 

The Universal Declaration of Human Rights is a humanitarian profes- 
sion of faith on the part of the peoples and states which had successfully 
resisted fascist aggression, the subjugation and enslavement of other 
peoples and racist tyranny. The fight against the fascist regime of 
terror and its policy of war has taught us that respect for and the safe- 
guarding of human rights are very closely bound up with the mainte- 
nance of peace. Guided by the aim “to save succeeding generations from 
the scourge of war”, as stated in the Preamble of the UN Charter, 
Articles 1 and 55 of the Charter underline the need to promote and 
encourage “respect for human rights and for fundamental freedoms 
for all without distinction as to race, sex, language, or religion” “with 
a view to the creation of conditions of stability and well-being which 
are necessary for peaceful and friendly relations among nations based 
on respect for the principle of equal rights and self-determination of 
peoples”. 

These precepts of the United Nations Charter as well as the origins 
of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights indicate very clearly the 
main prerequisites for the protection and promotion of human rights: 
Peace must be secured, the sovereign equality of states guaranteed and 
the right of peoples to self-determination respected. This has been 
amply proved by the general trend of international development since 
the day the Universal Declaration of Human Rights was proclaimed: 
stable peace and peaceful co-operation among all states on the basis 
of equality ensure to the people of our globe what is most dear to 
them, the right to live, and create more favourable conditions for 
accomplishing new important tasks. 

Together with the USSR and the other fraternal socialist states, the 
GDR has at all times attached prime importance to strengthening 
peace and improving the international climate. It is thanks to the 
consistent peace policy of the Soviet Union and the entire community 
of socialist states, thanks to the growing influence of the countries 
which have freed themselves from colonialism, and thanks to the insight 
of realistically minded statesmen in the capitalist countries that a change 
from the “cold war” toward détente is now taking place in international 
relations. 


We are gratified to note that in international relations there have 
arisen new opportunities for developing mutually advantageous cooper- 
ation between states with different social systems on the basis of peace- 
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ful coexistence. This has also created more favourable prerequisites for 
the promotion and protection of human rights. The German Democra- 
tic Republic is ready to cooperate in this field with the member states 
of the United Nations on the basis of respect for self-determination and 
the principle of non-interference. 

However, we regard as inadmissible any attempt to interfere in the 
internal affairs of the GDR or other socialist countries under the pretext 
of defending human rights. Such attempts are directed against the con- 
tinuing process of détente and against cooperation on the basis of equal- 
ity. The way in which human rights are implemented is the affair of 
the states and the people living in them. Nor could it be otherwise in 
a world made up of countries with different socio-economic systems. 
In the German Democratic Republic, as in the other socialist countries, 
human rights have found a secure home. An important prerequisite was 
the consistent fulfilment of the Potsdam Agreement which, similar to 
the founding of the United Nations and the adoption of the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights, reflected the resolve of states and peoples 
to continue the cooperation that had been successfully practised among 
states in the antifascist war of liberation, and to Jay the foundations 
for a stable and peaceful postwar order. 

The radical changes demanded by the Potsdam Agreement have long 
been implemented on the territory of the GDR, The roots of an impe- 
rialist policy of force have been destroyed for ever. The Nazi and war 
criminals caught on GDR territory were duly punished and their prop- 
erty transferred to public ownership. The landed aristocracy of the 
“Junkers”, the pillar of the militarist Prussian state, was ousted in the 
course of a land reform. Public life has been systematically remoulded 
along democratic lines. The democratic eduction system of the GDR 
is free from the sinister ideology of racial hatred and chauvinism. 
Thus, the power base of German imperialism was dismantled and the 
basis established for building a socialist society. These internal changes 
were logically reflected in the republic’s foreign policy which is clearly 
oriented towards the strengthening of peace and the promotion of inter- 
national co-operation. It was not by accident that the first steps taken 
by the Government of the German Democratic Republic were aimed 
at bringing about reconciliation with our eastern neighbours who had 
been the target of a reactionary German policy of expansionism for 
centuries. 

The socio-economic changes in the German Democratic Republic are 
the result of active political participation on the part of the working 
people. Such a development was made possible because the lessons of 
history were heeded, and because from the beginning the leading posts 
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in the country were occupied .by persons who, on account of their 
uncompromising democratic views, their struggle for the liberation of 
the oppressed, and their campaigning for fundamental human rights, 
were put into prison or concentration camps or forced to emigrate by 
Hitler and his accomplices. 

It is thanks to the victory of socialism in our country that human 
rights have been implemented to a hitherto unknown extent. Where so- 
ciety has freed itself from exploitation and oppression, the individual 
also is free from the chains of economic, political and mental depend- 
ence that prevented him from exercising his rights. Where socialist 
relations of ownership put all working people in the same position in 
regard to the means of production, the conditions for genuine equality of 
all citizens before the law exist. Where the state is the political organi- 
zation of working people jointly building socialism under the leadership 
of the working class and its political party, the old contradiction be- 
tween a ruling caste and the oppressed majority, is overcome, giving 
way to genuine sovereignty of the working people, which ensures that 
all efforts of society and the state are geared to human needs, 

Socialist relations of power and production provide the basis and the 
guarantee for man being accorded his full rights, enabling him to use 
them in order to take full advantage of the freedom and dignity of his 
personality. As stated in the socialist Constitution of the GDR, every 
citizen “has equal rights and manifold opportunities to develop his 
abilities to the full and to unfold his talents in socialist society unhin- 
dered and freely for the welfare of society and for his own benefit.” The 
socialist revolution creates social conditions in which the legitimate con- 
cerns of the individual are in harmony with those of the state and in 
which human rights come to fruition in the everyday life of society. 
Socialist state power is oriented towards human needs, the happiness 
of the people, the interests of the working class and all working men 
and women. It protects people’s peaceful life, ensures the systematic 
rise of their living standard, safeguards the unhindered development of 
the individual and provides guarantees for the active exercise of his 
constitutional rights. The socialist character of our relations of power 
makes it possible and indeed requires that in the everyday life of 
society the demands of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and 
the UN Covenant on Civil and Political Rights are translated into reality, 
i.e. the right of everyone to participate in running the affairs of his 
country.... 

The text of the Constitution and its application in our republic gua- 
rantee so fundamental a human right as the right to work. Considering 
that in the non-socialist countries about one hundred million people are 
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unemployed today one becomes keenly aware of the fact that in our 
country unemployment as a social phenomenon has been a thing of the 
past for decades. 

In our country it would also be unconceivable that women or young 
persons receive lower pay for equal work, that foreign workers are 
discriminated against on economic and social grounds, or that progres- 
sively minded citizens are barred from certain professions on account 
of their political convictions. It is well known how much our society 
and our socialist state have accomplished in regard to implementing 
the principle of equal rights for men and women. Bright prospects and 
manifold opportunities are held out to the young generation for play- 
ing a creative role in shaping an advanced socialist society. 

History has shown that individual rights and economic security are 
inseparably linked with each other... 

Our integrated socialist education system guarantees every citizen the 
right to eduction and training on the principle of merit, due consideration 
being given to social requirements and the social structure of the popu- 
lation. Everyone is entitled to participate in the cultural life of society. 
Our state and all active forces of society are untiring in their efforts to 
promote the development of socialist culture, to raise the cultural 
living standard of the working population and to promote their artistic 
inclinations and talents, the creative activities of artists and writers, 
and their close association with the life of the people. 


The supreme human right is the right to live in peace. Thus it is in 

conformity with human rights if in our country the protection of peace 

is declared to be the right and moral duty of every citizen. Our Con- 

stitution states that the generally accepted rules of international law 

serving peace and peaceful cooperation among nations are binding 

upon the Government and every citizen. At the same time it bans all 

militarist and revanchist propaganda, incitement to war and participa- 

tion in warlike acts aimed at subjugating other peoples. It denounces 

as a crime any manifestation of religious, racial or national harted. 

In line with its policy of safeguarding and implementing human rights 

the GDR has vigorously supported the drafting of a number of impor- 

tant documents such as 

— the International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of 
Racial Discrimination, 

— the Convention on the Non-Applicability of Statutory Limitations to 
War Crimes and Crimes against Humanity, 

— the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Coun- 
tries and Peoples, 
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— the International Convention on the Suppression and Punishment 
of the Crime of Apartheid. 
Only recently the GDR ratified the International Covenant on Civil 
and Political Rights and the International Covenant on Economic, Social 
and Cultural Rights. In so doing the GDR has not only contributed 
towards the early implementation of the documents, it has above all 
reaffirmed its readiness to cooperate with all countries on the question 
of protecting and promoting human rights on the basis of sovereign 
equality and non-interference in each other’s internal affairs. 
It is now 25 years since the UN General Assembly adopted the Univer- 
sal Declaration of Human Rights. In the intervening period political 
conditions on our planet have undergone a fundamental change. Back 
in 1948 the world socialist system was only just emerging whereas 
today there exists under the leadership of the Soviet Union a closely 
knit community of socialist states which is constantly gaining in 
strength. In 1948 the majority of the world’s population was still living 
under imperialist colonial rule, and the struggle for freedom and politi- 
cal independence had brought little more than some initial successes 
whereas today the countries of Asia, Africa and Latin America constitute 
the majority of UN member states. 
Galvanized into action by the October Revolution, the peoples then 
still under colonial rule began to press for the right to self-determina- 
tion, which Lenin had proclaimed and which now became a clarion call 
in the battle for national liberation. Their victorious struggle for politi- 
cal independence has had a great bearing on the course that events have 
taken in the 25 years since that memorable 10 December 1948. 
Meanwhile the struggle waged by the peoples has furnished evidence 
that the recognition and enforcement of the right to national self-deter- 
mination is an essential prerequisite for the safeguarding of human 
rights. The brutal disregard for the right of self-determination of the 
people, as manifested in the imperialist policy of oppression and aggres- 
sion, has to the present day been bound up with the violation of human 
rights on a mass scale. That is why in our era the complete elimination 
of the remnants of colonialism and racism is a question of crucial 
significance for the safeguarding of human rights. 
The GDR welcomes the decision of the UN General Assembly to com- 
memorate the 25th anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights by opening the Decade of Action to Combat Racism and Racial 
Discrimination. By linking these two events the UN has made it 
abundantly clear what the focal. point of the struggle for implement- 
ing human rights is at present. 
We reaffirm today our solidarity with those fighting against the 
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apartheid policy in South Africa and the racist regime in Salisbury. The 
continuing existence of apartheid, the ruthless exploitation of the non- 
white population by a white minority is due to the fact that certain 
countries whose political representatives frequently pose as champions 
of human rights maintain close and manifold relations with the racist 
regimes, thus violating UN resolutions. The systematic expansion of 
these relations with the regimes in southern Africa, beside enraging 
progressive world opinion, must be seen as complicity in the countless 
crimes committed against the non-white population of South Africa. 
For years the GDR has supported demands of the UN for the abolition 
of all forms af racial discrimination. It maintains no relations whatever 
with the racist regimes in southern Africa. It welcomes the fact that 
the 28th session of the UN General Assembly, acting on the initiative 
of the Soviet Union, Guinea and Nigeria, has adopted a Convention on 
the Suppression and Punishment of the Crime of Apartheid. 

Our country unreservedly supports, within the limits of its possibilities, 
the struggle waged by the liberation movements in Mozambique and 
Angola against Portugals colonialist terror regime. We stand firmly by 
the Republic of Guinea-Bissau whose people are carrying on a heroic 
and resolute fight against the acts of aggression of the Portuguese 
army. The slaughter of defenceless women, children and old people in 
Mozambique demonstrates once again that the suppression of the 
peoples’ right to self-determination is invariably accompanied by the 
brutal violation of human rights. 

On this day the GDR identifies itself particularly closely with the 
struggle of the Arab peoples against Israel’s policy of aggression. The 
persistent massive violations of human rights in the Arab territories 
illegally occupied by Israel, and the expansionist policies pursed against 
her Arab neighbours are in flagrant contradiction to the UN Charter 
and the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. We demand that Israel 
immediately comply with the resolutions of the UN and its organs, and 
we are in favour of a political settlement of the Middle East conflict 
on the basis of Security Council Resolution 242. 

Our solidarity and sympathy are with the fighters and followers of 
Popular Unity in Chile who are the victims of open fascist terror. The 
onslaughts of the counter-revolutionary military junta and the Chilean 
people’s right to self-determination show that the reactionary forces 
trample on the much-vaunted rights and freedoms of the individual as 
soon as the working people begin to make extensive use of them, as 
soon as the implementation of the right to self-determination poses a 
threat to the profit interests of the monopolies. From this place we renew 
our appeal to the progressive forces of the world to put a stop to the 
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savagery of the fascist military junta in Chile. We will continue to 
render every possible assistance to the patriots of Chile. Supporting 
them is a tangible contribution to the struggle to safeguard fundamental 
human rights at the present time. 

In line-with its possibilities, the German Democratic Republic will give 
full support to the Decade of Action to Combat Racism and Racial Dis- 
crimination which is beginning today. At the 28th session of the UN 
General Assembly which is now nearing its end it left no doubt as to 
its consistent stand on the question of the struggle against the policy of 
aggression, colonialism, racism and apartheid. In fraternal solidarity 
with the peoples fighting for freedom and self-determination, against 
racism, colonialism and apartheid, the GDR will continue to support 
to the best of its abilities all steps of the UN which serve the promotion 
of human rights. 


The German Democratic Republic and the United Nations, 1973/10, pp. 21—29. 


Statement made by Ambassador Peter Florin, Deputy min- 
ister of Foreign Affairs and Permanent Representative of 
the GDR at the United Nations, at the XXVIII session of the 
UN General Assembly, concerning the implementation of 
the UN Declaration on the Strengthening of International 
Security 


18 December 1973 


The delegation of the German Democratic Republic has voted for the 
draft resolution entitled “Implementation of the Declaration on the 
Strengthening of International Security” (A/9448). 

Our approval was an indication of our position of principle. We agree 
with the basic ideas of the draft resolution. 

In the course of the debate in the First Committee my delegation once 
again expressed the view that the change of direction from the cold war 
to détente, from confrontation to peaceful coexistence among states 
with different social systems is a fundamental trend in international 
life. Despite attempts by the most aggressive and reactionary forces of 
imperialism to impede this process and even to halt it altogether, the 
trend continues. 
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I should like here to recall once again the important treaties concluded 
between the socialist and capitalist states of Europe that have created 
an appropriate basis for peaceful coexistence among the nations of 
Europe... 

Détente is a complex process full of contradictions. Some circles which 
advocate a pragmatic policy are obviously having some difficulty in 
being consistent. Attempts are being made to interpret and to apply 
treaties and agreements onesidely, contrary to their letter and spirit. 
There are still statesmen, who appear to be unwilling to accept the new 
situation which has come about in Europe. Furthermore, some irrespon- 
sible politicians allege against their better judgement that the socialist 
community poses a threat to the west, and they take this absurd idea 
as a pretext for advocating an escalation of the arms race. One must be 
very vigilant in the face of such statements. 

The preamble of the resolution we have just adopted quite rightly 
refers to the continuing existence of dangerous hotbeds of war and ten- 
sion generated by acts of aggression and by the maintenance of colo- 
nialism, racial discrimination and apartheid. Unfortunately, such phe- 
nomena continue to subsist in today’s-world. The elimination of their 
causes is an important task for all peace-loving forces, not least for 
our organization. My delegation welcomes the fact that the draft reso- 
lution in document A/9448, just approved by an overwhelming majority 
of the General Assembly, again reaffirms the legitimacy of the struggle 
for self-determination and independence waged by peoples still living 
under foreign rule. Our delegation welcomes the appeal contained in 
this resolution as well as in other resolutions of the United Nations to 
implement the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial 
Countries and Peoples and other resolutions concerning the elemination 
of racism, colonialism and apartheid. These evils cannot be extirpated 
by words alone. What is necessary is concrete action. The German 
Democratic Republic has shown in pratice that it is acting accordingly. 
The delegation of the GDR also welcomes the action of the XXVIII ses- 
sion of the General Assembly in deciding to include in the provisional 
agenda for the XXIX session an item concerning the Implementation of 
the Declaration on the Strengthening of International Security. We 
express the hope that in the report to be prepared by the Secretary- 
General on the implementation of the Declaration we will be given an 
account of further successes in this area. 


The German Democratic Republic and the United Nations, 1973/10, pp. 37—39. 
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Announcement of the accession of the German Democratic 
Republic to the Convention of 9 December 1948 on the Pre- 
vention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide 


14 January 1974 


It is hereby announced that on 27 March 1973 the instrument of acces- 
sion to the here appended Convention on the Prevention and Punish- 
ment of the Crime of Genocide of 9 December 1948 was deposited by 
the German Democratic Republic. 

In depositing the instrument of accession the German Democratic Re- 
public lodged the following reservations to Articles IX and XII of the 
Convention: 


To Article IX: 

“The German Democratic Republic does not regard itself as bound by 
the provisions of Article IX of the Convention whereby a dispute be- 
tween the contracting parties over the interpretation, application and 
implementation of the present Convention is to be referred at the in- 
stance of one of the parties to the dispute to the International Court of 
Justice, and declares that the German Democratic Republic with regard 
to the competence of the International Court of Justice in relation to 
disputes over the interpretation, application and implementation of the 
Convention represents the view in each individuel case the agreement 
of all the parties to the dispute is required for a specific dispute to be 
referred to the International Court of Justice for a decision.” 


To Article XII: 

“The German Democratic Republic declares itself unable to accept the 
wording of Article XII of the Convention and takes the view that the 
Convention would also have to be applicable to the non-self-governing 
territories, including trust territories.” 

In addition to these reservations the following statement was made with 
regard to Article XI of the Convention: 

“The German Democratic Republic considers it necessary to point out 
that Article XI of the Convention deprives some states of the possibility 
of acceding to the Convention. The Convention regulates questions 
which affect the interests of all states and should therefore be open 
to all states which are guided in their policies by the principles and aims 
of the United Nations Charter.” 
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The day on which the Convention comes into force for the German 
Democratic Republic will be announced in the legal gazette of the 
German Democratic Republic. 


German text in:{Gesetzblatt der DDR, Part II, 1974, No. 10, p. 169. 


Announcement of the accession of the German Democratic 
Republic to the International Convention of 7 March 1966 
on the Elimination of all Forms of Racial Discrimination 


14 January 1974 


It is hereby announced that on 27 March 1973 the instrument of the 
German Democratic Republic’s accession to the International Conven- 
tion of 7 March 1966 on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrim- 
ination was deposited by the German Democratic Republic. 

In depositing the instrument of ratification the German Democratic 
Republic lodged the following reservation to Article 22 of the Conven- 
tion: 

“The German Democratic Republic does not regard itself as bound by 
Article 22 of the Convention, whereby a dispute between two or more 
contracting parties over the interpretation or application of the Conven- 
tion is to be referred at the instance of one of the parties to the dispute 
to the International Court of Justice, and declares that in each individ- 
ual case the agreement of all parties to the dispute is required for 
the dispute to be referred to the International Court of Justice.” 

In addition to this reservation the following statement was made with 
regard to Article 17, Paragraph 1, of the Convention: 

“The German Democratic Republic considers it necessary to point out 
that Article 17, Paragraph 1, deprives some states of the possibility of 
acceding to this Convention. The Convention regulates questions which 
affect the interests of all states and should therefore be open to all 
states which are guided in their policies by the principles and aims of 
the United Nations Charter.” 

In accordance with Article 19, Paragraph 2, of the Convention, it came 
into force for the German Democratic Republic on 26 April 1973. 


German text in: Gesetzblatt der DDR, Part II, 1974, No. 8, p. 129. 
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Announcement by the GDR of its ratification of the Inter- 
national Covenant of 16 December 1966 on Civil and Politi- 
cal Rights 


14 January 1974 


It is hereby announced that the Chairman of the Council of State of 
the German Democratic Republic on 2 November 1973 ratified the here 
appended International Convention on Civil and Political Rights of 
16 December 1966, which was signed for the German Democratic Re- 
public on 27 March 1973. The instrument of the German Democratic 
Republic’s ratification of the Convention was deposited on 8 November 
1973. 

In depositing the instrument of ratification the German Democratic 
Republic made the following statement with regard to Article 48, Para- 
graph 1 of the Convention: 

“The German Democratic Republic takes the view that Article 48, Para- 
graph 1 of the Convention contradicts the principle whereby all states 
which are guided in their policies by the aims and principles of the 
United Nations Charter have the right to accede to conventions which 
affect the interests of all states.” 

The day on which the Convention comes into force for the German 
Democratic Republic will be announced in the legal gazette of the Ger- 
man Democratic Republic. 


German text in: Gesetzblatt der DDR, Part II, 1974, No. 6, p. 57. 


Announcement by the GDR of its ratification of the Inter- 
national Covenant of 16 December 1966 on Economic, Social 
and Cultural Rights 


14 January 1974 
It is hereby announced that the Chairman of the Council of State of the 
German Democratic Republic ratified on 2 November 1973 the hereafter 


appended International Convention of 16 December 1966 on Economic, 
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Social and Cultural Rights, which was signed for the German Demo- 
cratic Republic on 8 November 1973. The instrument of the German 
Democratic Republic’s ratification of the Convention was deposited on 
8 November 1973. 

In depositing the instrument of ratification the German Democratic 
Republic made the following statement with regard to Article 26 Para- 
graph 1: 

“The German Democratic Republic takes the view that Article 26 Para- 
graph 1 of the Convention contradicts the principle whereby all states 
which are guided in their policies by the aims and principles of the 
United Nations Charter have the right to accede to conventions which 
affect the interests of all states.” 

The day on which the Convention comes into force for the German 
Democratic Republic will be announced in the legal gazette of the Ger- 
man Democratic Republic. 


German text in: Gesetzblatt der DDR, Part II, 1974, No.7, p. 105. 


Announcement of the accession of the German Democratic 
Republic to the International Convention of 26 November 
1968 on the Non-Applicability of Statutory Limitation to 
War Crimes and Crimes against Humanity 


14 January 1974 


It is hereby announced that on 27 March 1973 the instrument of the 
German Democratic Republic’s accession to the hereafter appended 
Convention of 26 November 1968 on the Non-Applicability of Statutory 
Limitation to War Crimes and Crimes against Humanity was depo- 
sited. 

In depositing the instrument of its accession the German Democratic 
Republic made the following statement with regard to Articles V and 
VII of the Convention: 

“The German Democratic Republic considers it necessary to point out 
that Articles V and VII deprive some states of the possibility of acced- 
ing to the Convention. The Convention regulates questions which affect 
the interests of all states and must therefore be open to all states which 
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are guided in their policies by the principles and aims of the United 
Nations Charter.” 

In accordance with Article VIII, Paragraph 2 of the Convention, it came 
into force for the German Democratic Republic on 25 June 1973. 


German text in: Gesetzblatt der DDR, Part II, 1974, No. 11, p. 185. 


Statement by the Peace Council of the GDR, the GDR Com- 
mittee for Human Rights and the League for the United 
Nations in the GDR to mark the International Day for the 
Elimination of Racial Discrimination 


21 March 1974 


On the occasion of the 1974 International Day for the Elimination of 
Racial Discrimination, the Peace Council, the Committee on Human 
Rights, the League for the United Nations and the Solidarity Committee 
of the German Democratic Republic, echoing the feelings of the citizens 
of our socialist state, convey fraternal greetings to the oppressed peoples 
in southern Africa and to all peoples fighting against racism, colonial- 
ism and fascism. 

This is the first time that the massacre committed by the criminal 
apartheid regime in Sharpeville on 21 March 1960 is observed by the 
progressive portion of mankind within the Decade of Action to Combat 
Racism and Racial Discrimination proclaimed by the XXVIII session of 
the General Assembly. Racial hatred, hostility towards other peoples 
and fascist savagery are alien to socialism. Extending militant solidarity 
to all those subject to oppression and humiliation has been a maxim 
of the international working class and all progressives and democrats. 
This is why the citizens of the GDR, jointly with the Soviet people and 
the other fraternal socialist peoples, will continue to lend active and 
consistent support to the anti-imperialist struggle for the eradication of 
all forms of racism, colonialism and fascism, a struggle waged in the 
interests of peace and social progress. 

We note with satisfaction that, with the concurrence of our state, the 
XXVIII session of the UN General Assembly adopted the International 
Convention on the Suppression and Punishment of the Crime of Apart- 
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heid, which we, too, had advocated, the Convention by the logical sequel 

to the International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of 

Racial Discrimination and the Convention on the Prevention and Punish- 

ment of Genocide already in force, applying their principles to a specific 

situation. 

Once again we condemn the apartheid regime which, persisting in its 

criminal policies in the Republic of South Africa and extending them 

to Namibia, poses a danger to peace. We most resolutely object to the 
continuing reign of terror of Portuguese colonialists in the areas of 

Africa still under their rule. We stand firmly by the side of the anti- 

imperialist forces fighting against racial humiliation, colonial exploita- 

tion and fascist terror in other parts of the world. 

We categorically support the demands of the UN Commission on Human 

Rights addressed to the fascist military junta in Chile. In the name 

of humanity and in keeping with the rules of international law we 

demand: 

— The immediate release of Luis Corvalan and of all patriots in jail, 
the dismantling of all concentration camps and an end to the brutal 
terror, the killings, the torture and the political trials in Chile. 

— Restoration of human rights in accordance with the Human Rights 
Conventions to which Chile is a signatory. 

— Respect for the right to asylum and unhindered departure of persons 
persecuted for political reasons if they request it. 

Our organizations are in full agreement with the UN Special Committee 
on Apartheid which stated in its appeal for the 1974 International Day 
for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination: “The failure of certain 
states and certain financial, economic and other interests to terminate 
their support to the Republic of South Africa enables the racist regime 
in South Africa to persist in its policy of apartheid.” Racism is the 
offspring and the tool of imperialism. It serves international monopoly 
capital in its quest for cheap raw material, profitable markets and slave 
labourers deprived of all rights. 

What is necessary and possible now more than ever before is joint 

action by all anti-imperialist states. The Anti-Apartheid Convention, 

for instance, was proposed by Guinea, Nigeria and the USSR. What is 
also necessary and possible now, indeed more than ever, is the combined 
action of political and social forces which reached a climax in the 

Moscow World Congress of October 1973 and whose successes became 

manifest in the session of the World Peace Council held in Sofia in 

February 1974. Such steps must also lead to the earliest possible signing 

and ratification by states of the International Convention on the Sup- 

pression and Punishment of the Crime of Apartheid. We went to see all 
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rules of international law that are anti-racialist in character become 
effective tools for the struggle against imperialism. 

On this day, we reaffirm our full solidarity with the national liberation 
movements which the peoples engaged in struggle have chosen as their 
only legitimate representatives and to which recognition has rightly 
been granted within the United Nations. They will be able to count on 
us to give them still greater support of every kind. We are certain that 
we, too, may count on their solidarity. 

We extend very cordial greetings to the young state of Guinea-Bissau. 
Its establishment, with all the implications this has in international 
law, testifies to the indomitable spirit of its people and to the wisdom 
of its leaders. The founding of this new anti-imperialist state at the 
same time underlines the fact that the change of direction towards 
political détente, security and cooperation on the basis of equal rights, 
a process initiated by the USSR and the other states of the socialist 
community with particular success in Europe, is creating favourable 
international conditions for the just liberation struggle carried on by 
the peoples of Africa, Asia and Latin America. 

We commit ourselves fully to the legacy of that great popular hero, 
Salvador Allende, and of those heroic martyrs to the African liberation 
struggle, Nobel Prize winner Albert Luthuli, the one-time FRELIMO 
President Dr Eduardo Mondlane, and our unforgotten friend, Amilcar 
Cabral. We will always honour the memory of all victims of racist 
terror. 

United we shall win. 


Foreign Affairs Bulletin, No. 10, 3 April 1974, p. 74. 
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From the message of greetings sent by the First Secretary 
of the Central Committee of the Socialist Unity Party of 
Germany, Erich Honecker, to the Chairman of the 11th 
Council meeting of the Afro-Asian People’s Solidarity 
Organization (AAPSO) 


26 March 1974 


We are convinced that the decisions to be taken by the 11th AAPSO 
Council meeting will strengthen the close militant alliance and all-round 
cooperation with the peoples of the community of socialist states and 
the progressive forces of the whole world. They will thus further con- 
solidate the world-wide anti-imperialist front. 

The Socialist Unity Party of Germany and the people of the German 
Democratic Republic will continue to extend active solidarity to the 
peoples of Asia and Africa in their struggle against imperialism and 
neo-colonialism. We wish the 11th Council meeting of the African-Asian 
Peoples’ Solidarity Organization every success so that it may further 
cause peace, freedom, social progress and anti-imperialist solidarity. 


Foreign Affairs Bulletin, No. 10, 3 April 1974, p. 70. 


From the statement made by the Acting Minister of Foreign 
Affairs of the GDR, Oskar Fischer, at the VI Special Session 
of the UN General Assembly 


12 April 1974 


The Government of the German Democratic Republic has not hesitated 
to agree to the request of the Democratic and Popular Republic of 
Algeria for the convocation of this Special Session, because it provides 
an opportunity to discuss economic problems in their inseparable corre- 
lation with the strengthening of international peace and security, and 
to promote their solution. 


318 


The consideration of important questions of economic cooperation and 
development at this representative forum has become possible because 
a change of direction has taken place from the cold war to détente, 
from military confrontation to the strengthening of international security 
and to peaceful coexistence among states with different social systems. 
This change is a result and a reflection of the struggle carried on by 
those committed to social progress. 


An analysis of international economic relations confirm that the Asian, 
African and Latin American states, although having remarkably ad- 
vanced towards achieving and consolidating their economic independ- 
ence, are facing a multitude of complex social and economic problems 
which urgently need to be resolved. 

These problems are due to decades or centuries of colonial exploitation. 
Today they are preserved, and even aggravated, by the neo-colonialist 
mode of exploitation of the natural and human resources of the develop- 
ing countries by imperialist states. For political and moral reasons alone, 
these states are therefore obligated to overcome the consequences of 
colonial and neo-colonial exploitation. The right of the developing 
countries to be recompensed for the material damage that has been 
caused and is still being caused by colonialism and neo-colonialism is 
likewise incontestable. 

The German Democratic Republic considers that attempts to lay part 
of the blame for the backwardness of the developing countries on the 
socialist states are designed to make forget centuries of colonial domina- 
tion and present-day neo-colonialist exploitation by monopoly capi- 
tal. 

The German Democratic Republic, a socialist state, is not responsible 
for economic backwardness in the developing countries. As a matter 
of fact the socialist states have no share whatever in the vast profits 
raked in by the monopolies. The socialist states have brought no 
factories, mines or oil resources in developing countries under their 
control. No worker in Arab, African or Latin American country is 
exploited by any of the socialist states. 

The German Democratic Republic—itself a target of attempted imperial- 
ist discrimination and blackmail over many years—has always assisted 
the developing countries in securing their political as well as economic 
independence, in eliminating any kind of colonial or neo-colonial op- 
pression, exploitation and discrimination; it vigorously supports the 
struggle of the peoples against apartheid and racial discrimination. 
Endeavours made by certain quarters to poison the constructive and 
businesslike atmospheres prevailing at this Special Session by resorting 
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to slanderous allegations about the community of socialist states and 
to misuse this forum can only be seen as an attempt to obstruct the 
solution of questions that are complicated enough. 

To develop stable economic cooperation governed by the principles of 
equality and mutual benefit is, in the view of the GDR Government, 
the most effective way of making it easier for the developing countries 
to surmount their economic difficulties. 

The German Democratic Republic and over 70 states, most of them 
developing countries, have established diplomatic relations during the 
last two and a half years. These steps have proved to be conducive to 
détente and to the GDR’s trade and scientific and technological coopera- 
tion with these countries. Its trade with the developing countries, for 
instance, increased by 22 per cent in 1973 on 1972. This rate of growth 
is already well above that recorded in previous years. 

The GDR’s scientific and technological cooperation with these countries 
is equally aimed at promoting their efforts to achieve economic in- 
dependence and a higher level of economic development. 

The GDR assists in training programmes for skilled workers, technicians 
and specialists. Since 1955 the GDR has aided developing countries in 
carrying out over 500 industrial projects involving the sharing of 
scientific and technical know-how, the transfer of production technol- 
ogies, the dispatch of experts and the training of domestic personnel. 
In the last few years thousands of specialists and experts from the GDR 
have worked in developing countries, and far more citizens of these 
countries have attended training or further education courses in the 
GDR during the same period. 


The twenty-five-year record of the Council for Mutual Economic Assist- 
ance shows that development problems of individual states, however 
complicated, can be solved mainly through fraternal mutual assistance 
and support. The economic progress of the member countries of the 
CMEA now makes it possible for them to pursue mutual economic 
integration. And the socialist GDR’s advances are due to the fact that 
the working people control all the national wealth and have done away 
with the exploitation of man by man and all kinds of repression and 
discrimination. 

The GDR can therefore shape its relations with the African, Asian and 
Latin American states on the basis of strict respect for the principles 
of sovereignty, equality, non-interference in internal affairs, and mutual 
benefit. There is no doubt that this is the only possible way of ensuring 
peaceful international cooperation. It is particularly in international 
economic relations that strict respect for the sovereignty of states is a 
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matter of immediate urgency. The GDR places on record its firm 
intention to develop and expand its trading, scientific and technological 
relations, its relations in general, with the states of Africa, Asia and 
Latin America. It fully supports the statement of the Fourth Summit 
Conference of Heads of State and Government of Non-Aligned Countries 
that the imperialist policy of imposing upon the developing countries 
political, social and economic structures which encourage neo-colonial- 
ism and dependence constitutes a permanent violation of the principle of 
sovereignty. 

The principle of sovereignty includes the right of states to exercise 
unrestricted control over their natural resources. And the very fact that 
many developing countries, because of the policies of international 
monopoly capital, now cannot or can only to a limited extent dispose 
of their natural resources warrants the consideration of. problems of 
raw materials and development at this Special Session of the United 
Nations General Assembly. The GDR views the United Nations as the 
appropriate forum which can recommend, on the basis of its Charter, 
effective measures towards the speedy realization of the sovereign rights 
of these states, and it strongly supports the demands raised by the 
developing countries with a view to implementing their right to control 
their natural resources. Our own experience in building what was at 
first an antifascist-democratic and later a socialist system confirms that 
full control over natural resources is one of the initial and primary 
conditions for real progress in the economic and social development of 
any state. 

The international monopolies are extracting enormous profits from the 
less developed countries. Their capital investments are directed against 
the economic and political independence of the developing countries. 
Their capital manipulations tend to widen the gap between the economic, 
scientific and technological levels of development of the capitalist in- 
dustrial countries and those of the Asian, African and Latin American 
countries. 

The multinational oil companies are recklessly depleting the natural 
resources of the producing countries. Hence it is more than understand- 
able that these countries should defend themselves against this plunder- 
ing. The success of the struggle of Asian, African and Latin American 
countries to ensure a sound economic development depends, not least, 
on the extent to which they succeed in controlling the production 
as well as the transportation, processing and sale of their raw mate- 
rials. 

It would be desirable if the study of the activities of international 
monopolies led to conclusions for action by the United Nations, conclu- 
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sions that would enable the states concerned to exercise unhindered and 
full control over their natural resources in order to use them for their 
industrialization and their rapid economic growth. It is obvious that this 
would fundamentally improve the position of the developing countries 
in international economic relations. 

It is also with this in mind that the GDR has expressly supported 
Resolution 3171 of the XXVIII session of the General Assembly in which 
the right of nationalization is reaffirmed. According to our own ex- 
perience to which I have referred, sovereignty over natural resources 
can only be attained through their nationalization. 

The delegation of the GDR worked actively for the adoption by the 
XXVIII session of the General Assembly of Resolution 3175 which under- 
scores the right of the Arab states and peoples to full sovereignty in the 
Arab territories occupied by Israel. 

We believe that this principle applies to all states, territories and peoples 
still under colonial domination. Inscribing such a basic principle in a 
document that would be adopted with the approval of a majority of 
United Nations member states would be an effective contribution to 
development, especially in Africa. 

Calls for a “free access to raw material resources for all” are only apt to 
erode the principle of sovereignty and to maintain neo-colonialist power 
positions in the developing countries. The Government of the GDR 
believes that this is not acceptable since any impairment of sovereignty 
is a violation of international law, a de facto aggression and, thus, a 
potential threat to peace and international security. 


In conclusion, I wish to emphasize that the elaboration of principles for 

international cooperation in the economic, scientific and technological 

fields on the basis of equality and mutual benefit would be timely and 

useful. They could provide an appropriate foundation for the develop- 

ment of cooperation among states with different social systems. In 

particular, the Government of the GDR would like to see the following 

principles included as essential elements: 

— the sovereign equality of states; 

— the right to a path of socio-economic development of one’s own 
choosing; 

— the sovereign right of states to freely dispose of their natural re- 
sources; 

— the right to free conduct of foreign trade; 

— the right to their elimination of discrimination in international eco- 
nomic relations; 
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— the right to regulate and control foreign investments, including 
control over the activities of multinational monopolies; 

— the principle of most-favoured-nation treatment in international 
trade; 

— the principle that regional economic groupings should not discrim- 
inate against non-member countries and should not be allowed to 
impair international trade and economic cooperation. 


Foreign Affairs Bulletin, No. 12, 22 April 1974, pp. 86—89. 


Message of greetings addressed by the Solidarity Committee 
of the GDR to the peoples of Africa to mark All-African 
Freedom Day 


15 April 1974 


On the occasion of All-African Freedom Day, the Solidarity Committee 
of the GDR has the honour of conveying the warmest greetings to the 
African peoples, assuring them of its friendship and fraternal feel- 
ings. 

As result of the decisive shift in the world balance of forces that has 
occurred since World War II in favour of the forces committed to peace 
and social progress, it has been possible to eliminate the cruel imperialist 
colonial system in large parts of the African continent. 

With support and solidarity from the Soviet Union, the other socialist 
states and all anti-imperialist forces in the world, the African peoples 
have gained historic successes in their struggle against imperialism, 
colonialism and neo-colonialism. 

Today, new independent states are successfully developing in Africa. The 
progressive forces on this continent continue to press for the strengthen- 
ing of national independence and social progress. 

Under the conditions of the inhuman system of racism and colonialism 
the peoples in the southern part of Africa, in the Republic of South 
Africa, in Namibia and Zimbabwe, in Guinea-Bissau, Angola and 
Mozambique, are stepping up their heroic struggle for freedom, inde- 
pendence and human dignity. The success of the anti-colonialist and 
anti-racist movement can also be seen in the proclamation of the 
independent Republic of Guinea-Bissau. In the young Republic of 
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Guinea-Bissau as well as in the liberated territories of Angola and 
Mozambique great efforts are being made under the leadership of the 
PAIGC, MPLA and FRELIMO to shape a new social life. 

In the field of international policy the African nations have become a 
universally recognized force and active partners in solving important 
problems in the interest of peace, security and friendly cooperation 
among nations. 

The progress achieved by the African peoples is all the more significant 
since it has been gained in conditions in which the imperialist forces are 
stepping up their support for the racist and colonial regimes as well as 
their policy of neo-colonialism. 

The African peoples are confident the future is theirs. This confidence is 
firmly based on the solidarity extended to them by the world anti-impe- 
rialist movement. This was reaffirmed at the Moscow Congress of Peace 
Forces. At every stage of that courageous and costly liberation struggle, 
the German Democratic Republic together with the Soviet Union and 
the other states of the socialist community of States has stood by the 
African peoples in firm solidarity. We are standing shoulder to shoulder 
in the common anti-imperialist front, which will become ever broader in 
the Decade of Action to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination. 
We are united by our fundamental interest in peace and security, 
in freedom, independence and social progress. 

The Solidarity Committee of the GDR aussures the African peoples 
that it will continue to support their liberation struggle in a spirit of 
fraternal solidarity. 


GDR Solidarity Committee Archives. 
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Interview granted by the Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs 
of the GDR, Dr Klaus Willerding, to PANORAMA inter- 
national press agency of the GDR, on the occasion of the 
meeting held by the United Nations Special Committee 
against Apartheid in Berlin’ 


9 May 1974* 


What is the fundamental stance of the German Democratic Republic 
in international affairs as far as racism and apartheid are concerned? 
Being a socialist state, the GDR is firmly opposed on principle to 
racism and apartheid, which are a disgrace to this world of ours. Its 
position is one of outright condemnation. It condemns those responsible 
for such policies and those who support them either directly or in- 
directly. 

Firmly integrated as it is in the community of socialist states headed 
by the Soviet Union, the GDR is an ally of the newly independent states 
and of the national liberation organizations in their just struggle 
against colonialism, racism and racial discrimination. The GDR views 
the anti-imperialist alliance between the community of socialist states 
and the peoples fighting against colonialism, racism and racial discrimi- 
nation as one of the basic tenets of its foreign policy. It is for this 
reason that the GDR, jointly with the other fraternal socialist states, 
has unswervingly and firmly sided with all peoples struggling for na- 
tional freedom and independence ever since it was founded almost 
25 years ago. 

There are no socio-economic, political or ideological foundations for 
racism and racial discrimination in a socialist state like the GDR. 
Wherever the political rule of the working people has been established 
under the leadership of the working class, manifestations of racism 
and racial discrimination are excluded for good. There is ample evidence 
in history and in today’s world that racism and racial discrimination 
have always been linked up with the exploitation and oppression by 
man of man. Therefore, the GDR does not pay mere lip-service to the 
right of liberation movements to fight with all the means at their 
disposal against imperialist, colonialist and racist exploitation and 
oppression, including armed struggle, but it has in fact extended 
active and effective solidarity and assistance to these movements for 
years. 


1 Source did not contain full text. 
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Is it that the GDR is thus fully in line with the relevant UN resolutions 
and decisions on racism and colonial oppression? 

Yes, indeed. The GDR supports the resolutions adopted by the United 
Nations against racism and racial discrimination and, in this spirit, 
advocates the final elimination of all forms of colonialism, racism 
and racial discrimination. Within the United Nations system it partici- 
pates in coordinated political, economic and other measures against 
racism and racial discrimination. It is e.g., a member of the UN com- 
mittee investigating the colonialist crimes committed in oppressing the 
people of Mozambique. The GDR does not maintain any trade relations 
with the Republic of South Africa or the fascist regime in Southern 
Rhodesia, nor does it maintain diplomatic relations with these two 
states. It thus fully complies with the sanctions imposed by the UN. 

It denounces most vigorously the cruel colonialist and racist crimes 
perpetrated by the Republic of South Africa and the racist regime 
of Southern Rhodesia in the countries and territories dominated or 
occupied by them against the African peoples and their legitimate 
national liberation organizations. 

We consider it alsq necessary to condemn the permanent military, 
political and economic assistance extended by certain member states 
of NATO to the colonialist regimes in defiance of United Nations 
resolutions, by which those states help preserve colonialism, racism 
and racial discrimination and all the crimes that go with them. 

It is self-evident that the German Democratic Republic in con- 
formity with its consistent anti-imperialist policy, takes part in the 
Decade of Action to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination in the 
years 1973—1983 which was proclaimed by the United Nations. Along 
these lines the GDR also supports the forthcoming meetings of the UN 
Special Committee on Apartheid to be held this May. 

What are the specific activities and initiatives undertaken by the 
GDR? 

Over and above the things I have already mentioned, let me say that 
our country, as a token of active solidarity, will render political and 
material support to the national liberation struggle of peoples still 
under the colonialist or racist yoke until all peoples have ultimately 
won freedom and independence. 

The population of the GDR gives proof of its internationalist attitude 
and its sense of responsibility by manifold and often touching examples 
of all-out solidarity for the peoples subjected to colonial and racial 
oppression. The Solidarity Committee of the GDR has established close 
contacts with the solidarity committees of other countries and works 
closely with them. In addition to providing material solidarity, it 
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cooperates with other social organizations of the GDR in staging 
various events to support the national liberation movements politically. 
Such events include Weeks of Solidarity with the peoples engaged 
in struggle, academic forums on fundamental questions of the national 
liberation struggle, and exhibitions dedicated to the struggle of 
peoples. 

IL should like to recall here the many tokens of cordial and honest 
solidarity and affection shown by the youth of the German Demo- 
cratic Republic towards their friends and brothers from the fighting 
national liberation movements during the Tenth World Festival of 
Youth and Students last summer. 


Foreign Affairs Bulletin, No. 14, 13 May 1974, pp. 101/102. 


From the communiqué on the visit to the GDR by a delega- 
tion from the Popular Movement for the Liberation of 
Angola (MPLA) 


9 May 1974 


On the invitation of the Central Committee of the SED a delegation 
from the Popular Movement for the Liberation of Angola (MPLA) 
visited the German Democratic Republic between 7 and 9 May 1974. 
The delegation, led by the President of the MPLA, Dr Agostinho Neto, 
also contained the following members: Carlos Rocha, member of the 
MPLA Politbureau; José Eduardo, member of the MPLA Politbureau; 
Pedro Vandunem, member of the Military Operations Staff; Antonio 
Franca, representative of the MPLA in Romania; Mingas Saydi, repre- 
sentative of the MPLA in Sweden; and Maria Eugenia Neto, respon- 
sible for the Angolan Women’s Organization (OMA). 

During its stay the MPLA delegation was received by the Chairman 
of the GDR Council of State, Willi Stoph, for a friendly conversation. 
The MPLA delegation held talks with an SED delegation led by Her- 
mann Axen, member of the Politbureau and Secretary of the Central 
Committee. Other members of the delegation were: Horst Dohlus, 
Secretary of the SED Central Committee; Herbert Scheibe, candidate 
member of the SED Central Committee and head of department in the 
SED Central Committee; Egon Winkelmann, deputy head of the Inter- 
national Relations Department of the SED Central Committee; and 
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Siegfried Biittner, section chief in the International Relations Depart- 
ment of the SED Central Committee. 

During the talks between the SED and MPLA delegations both sides 
discussed current problems of the present international situation and 
exchanged information on developments in their respective countries 
and on the policies of their respective parties. 

Dr Agostinho Neto reported on the arduous and complicated struggle 
waged by the people of Angola under the leadership of the MPLA to 
free the country from the yoke of centuries-old Portuguese colonialism. 
He stressed that the overthrow of the fascist Caetano regime in Portugal 
at the end of April 1974 did not mean that Angola would automatically 
and without hard struggle receive independence. Operations for the 
liberation of Angola must be continued by all appropriate forms of 
struggle. He said that a so-called solution in the form of a federation 
was unacceptable to the Angolan people. The colonial problem could 
only be solved through complete independence. 

Dr Neto condemned the support provided by the NATO states, including 
especially that by the Federal Republic of Germany, for the Portuguese 
colonial policy and the policy of continuing the plundering of the African 
countries with new neo-colonialist manoeuvres and methods. Vigilance 
and agreement among the Angolan patriots, he said, were the only 
guarantees for avoiding new forms of oppression. 

Dr Neto reaffirmed the determination of the MPLA and the Angolan 
people, in common with the democratic forces of the Portuguese people, 
to put an end to Portuguese colonialism and bring about the national 
liberation of Angola and the other Portuguese colonies. 


The MPLA delegation expressed its high regard for the great achieve- 
ments scored by the working people of the GDR in building an 
advanced socialist society under the leadership of the Socialist Unity 
Party of Germany.... It paid tribute to the unequivocal attitude of 
the SED and the Government of the GDR, which for decades have 
consistently showed solidarity and support for the anti-imperialist 
liberation struggle of the peoples of Africa, Asia and Latin America. 
The MPLA delegation expressed its gratitude to the SED and to the 
Government and population of the GDR for their political, moral and 
material solidarity, which constitute a valuable source of support for 
the just liberation struggle of the people of Angola. 


The SED delegation paid tribute to the leading role of the MPLA 


in organizing the political and military struggle of the Angolan people 
against Portuguese colonial tyranny. It placed a high value on the 
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MPLA’s struggle for Angola’s independence and for the consolidation 
and extension of the unity of action of all patriotic, anti-imperialist 
and anti-colonial forces in Angola. 


The SED and MPLA delegations welcomed the creation of the state 
of Guinea-Bissau as well as the advances made by the peoples of 
Guinea-Bissau and the Cape Verde Islands, Mozambique, and Sao Tomé 
and Principe, unter the leadership of PAIGC, FRELIMO and the 
MLSTP, in the battle against Portuguese colonialism. Both delegations 
agreed to continue in intensified form their political, moral and 
material solidarity with the peoples of South Africa, Namibia, Zimbabwe, 
the Seychelles, the Comoro Islands, the Somali coast, the Canary 
Islands and Réunion, who are fighting for their freedom and national 
independence. 

Both delegations reaffirmed their fraternal solidarity with the Demo- 
cratic Republic of Vietnam and the Provisional Revolutionary Govern- 
ment of the Republic of South Vietnam, as well as with the patriotic 
forces in Laos and Cambodia. 

The SED and MPLA delegations resolutely support the immediate 
taking of further steps towards the consistent elimination of the Middle 
East conflict.... 

Both sides resolutely condemn the fascist putsch of the military junta 
in Chile and demand an immediate halt to the bloody reign of terror 
and the release of all imprisoned patriots. 

Both sides support the full implementation of the UN Resolution 
proclaiming a Decade of Action to Combat Racism and Racial Discrim- 
ination. 

The SED and MPLA delegations are agreed that the alliance between 
the states of the socialist community and the national liberation move- 
ment is of decisive importance for the struggle for freedom and 
social progress and against imperialism, colonialism and neo-colonialism. 
They welcome the greater international role played by the anti- 
imperialist movement of the peoples of Africa and Latin America. 
Both delegations assessed the World Congress of Peace Forces held 
in Moscow in October 1973 as an outstanding international event in the 
struggle of the peoples for lasting peace and international security, for 
the elimination of colonialism, neo-colonialism, racism and apartheid, 
and for national independence and social progress. In this connection 
both sides underlined the positive results of the Fourth Conference 
of Non-Aligned States in Algiers and welcomed their increasing con- 
tribution to the struggle for detente, against war and aggression, and 
for peace, economic cooperation and national independence. 
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With reference to the recently held Extraordinary Session of the UN 
General Assembly on problems of raw materials and international 
economic relations, the SED and MPLA delegations affirmed that 
every nation has the right to choose freely its own path of socio- 
economic development and that every state possesses the sovereign 
right to dispose of its own natural resources as it sees fit. In this 
connection both sides éxpress the hope that the results of this extra- 
ordinary session of the UN will lead to the elimination of discrimina- 
tion and the creation of equal rights for all in international economic 
relations. 

As a result of the talks, which were conducted in a friendly atmosphere 
of mutual understanding, the SED and MPLA delegations agreed to 
develop further and deepen their relations and cooperation. To this 
end an agreement on cooperation in the years 1974/75 was signed. 


German text in: Neues Deutschland, 11 May 1974. 


Speech given by Hermann Axen, member of the Politbureau 
and Secretary of the Central Committee of the Socialist 
Unity Party of Germany and Chairman of the Foreign 
Affairs Committee of the GDR People’s Chamber, at the 
inaugural meeting of the Week of Solidarity with the 
peoples of Africa fighting for national liberation 


25 May 1974 


With today’s meeting against apartheid and all forms of racism the 
people of the German Democratic Republic inaugurate their Week of 
Solidarity with the peoples of Africa. 

The GDR has welcomed with great joy and satisfaction the decision 
of the XXVIII United Nations General Assembly session to organize 
a Decade of Action to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination. 
We regard today’s meeting as part of the manifold actions with which 
our republic will put this United Nations decision into practice. 

The citizens of the GDR have the highest regard for the noble efforts 
of the United Nations Special Committee on Apartheid. We wish its 
distinguished Chairman, Mr. Ogbu, and its distinguished members 
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every success at their Berlin session and hope that it will lend momen- 
tum to their activities in other European capitals. We are confident 
that the meetings of the Committee, which will be attended by a great 
number of eminent international figures, will add strength to the 
struggle of peoples against all forms of national, social and racist 
oppression. 

The Central Committee of the Socialist Unity Party of Germany, the 
Government and the people of the German Democratic Republic feel 
that the choice of the GDR capital as venue of this important meeting of 
the United Nations Special Committee on Apartheid is a great honour 
to them and also a tribute to the tremendous historical changes that 
have taken place here on German soil with the formation and con- 
solidation of the German workers’ and farmers’ state. 

Berlin being the venue of a session of the United Nations Special 
Committee on Apartheid—this is indeed of special importance. It was 
from: Berlin that fascist German imperialism, pledged to an ideology 
of anti-communism and racial folly, launched its predatory wars against 
the nations of the world. It was here in Berlin that the victorious Soviet 
army’s act of liberation finally crushed that ugly monster-fascism. And 
today, my dear foreign friends and guests, you are received in the 
capital of the socialist German state whose emergence began with the 
eradication of fascism and racism and which has since proved to be a 
staunch friend and ally of all peoples on earth who are fighting for 
their national and social liberation. 

The GDR is one of the youngest members of the United Nations. But 
the struggle against national oppression, racial discrimination and 
apartheid has at all times been a basic feature of the foreign policy, 
pursued by the socialist workers’ and farmers’ state. This struggle was, 
and remains, an integral part of our domestic policies as well, of the 
education of our people and the upbringing of our youth in the spirit 
of socialist patriotism, of friendship with all peoples regardless of their 
colour. 

The German Democratic Republic, which will celebrate its 25th 
anniversary later this year, has since its inception continued the inter- 
nationalist traditions of the international and the German working 
class established by Marx, Engels and Lenin. The people of the GDR 
are taking to heart what Marx and Engels realized and what their 
own bitter expérience confirmed: that a people that oppresses other 
peoples cannot be free. 

Since its founding the socialist German state, together with the USSR 
and the other fraternal socialist states, has stead firmly by the side 
of all peoples fighting for national freedom and independence, against 
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imperialist oppression, colonialism and neo-colonialism, against fascism 
and racism. The sense of international solidarity is deeply rooted in the 
hearts of our citizens. 

A policy of firm solidarity with the peoples of South and South West 
Africa in the struggle against the apartheid regime is for the GDR 
no temporary or tactical consideration, but a matter of principle. At all 
times, it has been the official doctrine and practice of the German 
Democratic Republic to support the struggle of peoples and all resolu- 
tions of the United Nations against apartheid; it adheres strictly to 
the United Nations boycott decisions against the racist regimes. 

Let me assure you, my dear foreign friends and guests, that the German 
Democratic Republic will continue to respond to the appeal of the 
United General Assembly to fight against racism and racial discrimina- 
tion. The people of this country will cooperate in the political, economic 
and humanitarian steps adopted by the United Nations against any 
form of racist policy and racist crimes. Along these lines the German 
Democratic Republic is also contributing to the preparations for the 
world conference to combat racial discrimination 

To stamp out racism is a top priority for all peace-loving mankind. 
The struggle against the inhuman ideology and practice of racism is 
an organic part of the anti-imperialist movement of the peoples for 
peace and international security, for democracy and social progress. 
There is a growing awareness among the nations of the world that 
imperialism, that barbarous system of exploitation and extermination 
of man by man, is in our days the source and hotbed of colonial 
oppression, racial discrimination, physical destruction of whole ethnic 
groups, nations and nationalities. Imperialism breeds racism as 
inevitably as it generates colonialism, fascism and war. 

Racism is rife wherever the ruling exploiting classes consider that 
inhuman theory and practice indispensable for maintaining their super- 
profits and their rule, which historically is on the way out. 

Racism is practised in the USA against twenty million Afro-Americans, 
ten million Chicanos, two million Puerto Ricans and almost one million 
Red Indians as well as about two million Americans of Asian origin, in 
other words against one fifth of the population of the United States. 
Racism has been practised over decades by the ruling Zionist circles 
of Israel against the Arab peoples, in particular the Arab people of 
Palestine. Racism also means the continuing extermination of tens of 
thousands of Indians in Brazil 

The most brutal form of racism is apartheid, the policy of segregation 
practised by the ruling circles of the Republic of South Africa under 
120 outrageous laws. Apartheid is a social scourge of the 20th century. 
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Four million “white” citizens of South Africa ruthlessly oppress 
18 million Africans, Indians and other “non-white” people. The criminal 
policy of apartheid in South Africa involves 800,000 arrests, 70,000 
public floggings and 150 executions each year. 

In defiance of all protests of progressive world opinion and in flagrant 
contradiction to United Nations resolutions the South African racists 
maintain their illegal occupation of Namibia. With the aid of NATO 
and aggressive circles of the Federal Republic of Germany, secret missile 
tests are taking place both in South Africa and Namibia. 

In Southern Rhodesia the illegal Smith regime stifles the desire for 
freedom of the people of Zimbabwe by armed force. The racist and 
fascist regimes in South Africa, Namibia and Southern Rhodesia are 
being built up as strongholds of world imperialism and neo-colonial- 
ism against the independent states of Africa and the liberation move- 
ments of the African peoples. 

The continued existence of these racist terror regimes is not only a 
persistent violation of the dictates of human decency and human rights 
laid down in the UN Charter, it represents not only an unholy alliance 
of neo-colonialism and racist settlers against the liberation movement 
in Africa. 

The political, economic, and military assistance which these racist 
regimes receive from the NATO powers, particularly the United States 
and the Federal Republic of Germany, create additional dangerous 
sources of international conflicts threatening world peace. 

It is now almost ten years since the infamous Rivonia trial was held 
in South Africa. On 12 June 1964, henchmen of the class-ridden and 
racist judicial system of that country sentenced Nelson Mandela, Walter 
Sisula and six other brave freedom fighters to life imprisonment in a 
concentration camp on Robben Island. One year later, the widely 
respected defense counsel in that trial, Bram Fischer, an outstanding 
South African Communist, was also given a life term. 

Here and now we launch an emphatic appeal for the eradication of all 
manifestations of racism and apartheid. Here and now the GDR raises 
its voice for the implementation of the United Nations resolutions 
calling for the dismantling of all colonial regimes thaf still exist. 
With all our hearts we support the Convention on the Suppression and 
Punishment of the Crime of Apartheid proposed by the Soviet Union 
and adopted at the XXVIII session of the United Nations General 
Assembly. Therefore, the Council of Ministers of the GDR has without 
delay responded to the appeal of the General Assembly for the signing 
and ratification of this Convention at the earliest possible date by 
signing the Convention. 
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A characteristic feature of racism from Hitler to Vorster and Smith 
has been its close association with anticommunism and with the 
suppression of the slightest stirring of democracy. 
From Berlin, the capital of the GDR, we demand most resolutely: 
— Freedom for Bram Fischer, that tribune of the people, and all others 
accused at the Rivonia trial! 
— Freedom for all freedom fighters imprisoned in South Africa, Na- 
mibia and Southern Rhodesia! 
— Freedom for all patriots suffering in jail because of their struggle 
against imperialism, colonialism, fascism and racism! 
— Freedom for Louis Corvaldn and Rodney Arismendi, for all Chilean 
and Uruguayan patriots held in prison! 
As the communiqué of the recent session of the Political Consultative 
Committee of the Warsaw Treaty States stated, developments in Europe 
and elsewhere in the world are increasingly characterized by a trend 
towards détente. The expansion of détente and the full application of 
the principles of peaceful coexistence are not least, in the interest of 
a successful struggle for the freedom and independence of the peoples 
under racial and colonial domination. Implementation of the principles 
of peaceful coexistence restricts the exportation of counter-revolution 
by imperialism. Lasting peace and international security will enable the 
people to advance quickly on the road to national independence and 
social progress. 
In its policy the GDR is guided by the consideration that all progress 
achieved in détente and in all the application of the principles of 
peaceful coexistence will in many ways be of direct and indirect benefit 
to the national liberation movements and the developing countries. 
Every step on the road to the limitation of armaments, particularly 
the restriction of the nuclear arms race, benefits the peoples of all 
continents, and particularly the developing countries. For this specific 
reason the GDR works for an early implementation of the United Na- 
tions resolution providing for a reduction by ten per cent of the military 
budgets of the Permanent Members of the Security Council. For the 
same reason the GDR welcomes the significant agreement between 
the Soviet Union and the United States on the prevention of nuclear 
war and the agreements on strategic arms limitation. 
We are aware that the struggle against racism and colonialism is one 
of the focal points of the world-wide struggle pitting the forces of 
peace, democracy and socialism against those of imperialism and war. 
The success of this struggle will be the greater, the closer the union 
of all forces of peace and progress in the joint pursuit of legitimate 
objectives. 


334 


At their April session the Warsaw Treaty States denounced the policy 
of apartheid and all other manifestations of racism, and stated that the 
adversaries of international détente had not yet acknowledged defeat. 
These are the same forces who, in violation of human rights and in 
disregard of United Nations resolutions enable racist regimes to survive 
and who aid and abet imperialist monopolies in exploiting the peoples 
of Africa. 

Life itself proves the correctness of the conclusion that the peoples 
of Asia, Africa and Latin America and the countries of the socialist 
community are united by common basic interests in the anti-imperialist 
struggle. Their ever closer association is the guarantee of victory over 
reaction. 

That this is true is borne out by new advances in the liberation 
struggle of the African peoples: From this place we hail once again 
the proclamation of the Republic of Guinea-Bissau, with which over 
eighty states of the world have now established diplomatic relations. 
The overthrow of the fascist Caetano regime in Portugal has created 
a new situation for the elimination of. colonialism and racism in Africa. 
The nations of the world expect Portugal to immediately cease its 
colonial wars against Guinea-Bissau, Angola and Mozambique. 

We welcome the talks beginning today, 25 May 1974, in London between 
the Provisional Government of Portugal and the African Party for 
Independence in Guinea and the Cape Verde Islands as well as the first 
contacts between the new Portuguese Government and representatives 
of the Mozambique Liberation Front and the Popular Movement for 
the Liberation of Angola. We hope that these talks and negotiations 
will pave the way for ending colonialism and neo-colonialism and 
achieving full independence for these peoples. 

Let me assure you once more that the GDR stands in firm solidarity 
at the side of these peoples in the struggle for the victory of their 
just cause. The First Secretary of the Central Committee of the Socialist 
Unity Party of Germany, Erich Honecker, declared at the 8th Congress 
of our Party: “As a part of the socialist community of states we will 
always extend internationalist solidarity to the peoples fighting for 
their liberation.” 

Our socialist state of workers and farmers does not pay mere lip-service 
to solidarity with the anti-imperialist and anti-colonial struggle of all 
Asian, African and Latin American peoples. There is concrete evidence 
of our solidarity. Thanks to active support from the people of the GDR, 
extensive political, material and moral assistance has been granted and 
is being granted to the peoples fighting for their liberation. For instance, 
the German Democratic Republic was one of the first states to make 


335 


contributions to the United Nations Trust Fund for South Africa—and 
that long before it became a member of the United Nations. Free 
courses of study at universities and technical colleges and free voca- 
tional training programmes have been offered to hundreds of repre- 
sentatives of the younger generation in these countries. 

Teachers from this country are assisting at schools of the liberation 
movements. Supplies of food, medicaments, school equipment, clothes, 
tents and other material worth many millions have been provided as a 
sign of solidarity. 

In conformity with the policy line charted by the 8th Congress of the 
SED and in accordance with resolutions of the United Nations our 
people, led by the SED, will continue to support with all their hearts 
the struggle of peoples everywhere against national oppression and 
neo-colonialism, against racism and facism. 

May today’s meeting strengthen you in your conviction that the Socialist 
Unity Party of Germany, the people and the Government of the Demo- 
cratic Republic will continue to fulfil the obligations that solidarity 
places on them and that they will spare no effort to help ensure that 
the sun of freedom and progress will soon rise over all the peoples 
of Africa. 

Long live the anti-imperialist solidarity of all peoples in the fight 
against racism and colonialism, against apartheid and fascism, for peace 
and a better and just world. 


Foreign Affairs Bulletin, No. 16, 31 May 1974, pp. 117—120. 


Address given by the Acting Minister of Foreign Affairs 
of the GDR, Oskar Fischer, to open the session of the UN 
Special Committee against Apartheid in Berlin 


27 May 1974 


I am very pleased indeed to welcome you in our capital on behalf 
of the Government of the German Democratic Republic. You have 
assembled here not only as the representatives of different states but 
also as a body to which the General Assembly of the United Nations 
has entrusted a mission that is as significant as it is timely. You may 
rest assured that the GDR Government acknowledges and appreciates 
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your endeavours. It is in fact a deeply humanitarian concern to con- 
stantly enlist new forces in the struggle against the shameful policy 
of apartheid and to make this struggle increasingly effective. You 
will find here the material and moral conditions necessary for your 
work. May I add to these words of welcome the wish that the meeting 
of your Committee in Berlin, the capital of the GDR, be successful and 
a source of active support to the liberation movements in their 
struggle. 

The Government of the GDR considers it a great honour and a sign 
of appreciation that for the first time the Special Committee on Apart- 
heid holds a session in a socialist state, in the German Democratic 
Republic. At the same time we consider this fact an acknowledgement 
of the German Democratic Republic’s unflagging solidarity with the 
national and anti-colonial liberation movements and an encouragement 
for future action. 

Since its founding 25 years ago, the German Democratic Republic has 
firmly stood by the side of the peoples of Asia, Africa and Latin 
America, supporting them in their struggle for political and economic 
independence. This is in line with the implementation of the peoples’ 
right to self-determination and of the human rights as proclaimed in 
the Universal Declaration adopted by the United Nations in Decem- 
ber 1948. 

The GDR has always supported all resolutions and measures adopted 
by the United Nations and the struggle of the Peoples of the world 
against the policy of apartheid. As a socialist state, the GDR considers 
it a matter of principle and of political and moral responsibility to 
extend full solidarity to the peoples of South and South West Africa. 
For the GDR this has never been a tactical consideration. Even under 
the conditions of discrimination against the GDR, which lasted over 
two decades, it was a constant feature of its foreign policy to take a 
firm stand against all forms of colonialism and racism and to support 
the anti-apartheid movement. 

As the First Secretary of the Central Committee of the Socialist Unity 
Party of Germany, the leading and strongest party in our state, put it, 
we have always given and received solidarity. There is ample evidence 
to prove this: 

For example, the GDR strictly observes all resolutions of the United 
Nations to boycott South Africa and Southern Rhodesia. In the same 
way, it has complied with all resolutions against the fascist Caetano 
regime in Portugal. The GDR has responded to the appeal of the 
XXVIII session of the UN General Assembly signing without delay 
the Convention on the Suppression and Punishment of the Crime of 
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Apartheid; the GDR was the tenth country to accede to this Conven- 
tion and the Council of State of the German Democratic Republic has 
meanwhile ratified it. 

The GDR does not maintain relations of any kind with the South 
African apartheid regime. Consequently, it has no representation in the 
Republic of South Africa. In Namibia, which is illegally occupied by the 
South African apartheid regime, the GDR is not present nor has it 
asked any third party to represent it there. 

On the other hand, the GDR has for long maintained the close and 
friendly relations with the African liberation movements which are 
recognized as such by the Organization of African Unity under resolu- 
tions of the United Nations. One of these movements is the African 
National Congress of South Africa. 

The GDR holds the view that only these liberation movements have 
the legitimate right to speak on behalf of their peoples. It recognizes 
the inalienable right of these peoples to achieve their self-determina- 
tion and their independence by all the means available, including armed 
liberation struggle. The GDR is assisting the national liberation move- 
ments in southern Africa in line with its possibilities. Long before it 
was admitted to membership of the United Nations, the GDR con- 
tributed, as one of the first States to do so, to the United Nations Trust 
Fund for South Africa. The GDR has received hundreds of young 
representatives of the peoples of southern Africa to study at universities 
and technical colleges free of charge. GDR teachers have taken up 
assignments at schools of the liberation movements. 

The GDR welcomes the resolution on the Decade of Action to Combat 
Racism and Racial Discrimination adopted by the United Nations 
Economic and Social Council some days ago. It is actively contributing 
to the preparations for the world conference to combat racial discrimi- 
nation. 

These few examples may be sufficient to illustrate the active solidarity 
extended by the GDR to the peoples of Asia, Africa and Latin America 
in their freedom struggle. Here we have fresh evidence of the fact that 
only a free people can be selfless enough to stand up for the freedom 
of other peoples. 

In the GDR the working people in town and country have taken their 
destiny into their own hands making their decisions by their own free 
will. It is because of their humanitarian outlook that they condemn 
the policy of apartheid as a particularly inhuman form of social and 
national oppression. But a South African state oppressing the people 
of Namibia can never give democratic rights and freedoms to its own 
people whom it fears. 
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Only three decades ago fascist Germany also pursued a fanatic racial 
policy to which millions of people fell victim not only in Germany, but 
all over Europe and even on other continents. The Nazis, in pursuing 
their master race ideology persecuted Communists, Social Democrats 
and Liberals, exterminating all people of different colour or creed 
they could get hold of. The end of that inhuman system is well known. 
Freedom came in the person of the Soviet soldiers. This freedom was 
made good use of in this country as you can see for yourselves. In the 
German Democratic Republic the very roots of this racial policy were 
destroyed which will rule out any recurrence of it for ever. The people of 
the GDR are brought up in the spirit of friendship towards all peoples 
irrespective of race or religion. This education already starts at kinder- 
garten and school. We hold that the value of a human being is not 
determined by the colour of his skin or his creed but rather by his 
attitude to the peaceful existence of nations by his stand on the 
social problems of his people, by his contribution to the social develop- 
ment of his country. 

The idea of friendship with all peoples is one of the decisive motives 
of the policies the GDR pursues with regard to other basic international 
issues and it is one of the reasons for the GDR’s stand iin favour of 
world-wide détente. 

In this connection I should like to quote the President of the Federal 
Republic of Nigeria and Chairman of the Organization of African 
Unity, Yakubu Gowon. He stated a few days ago in Moscow that “the 
problems caused by the inhuman regimes of racist minority govern- 
ments and by the devilish colonial policy are not only an insult to the 
best feelings of civilized mankind but also a threat to world peace and 
international security ..., the starting point for... future bloodshed..., 
unless those governments listen to the voice of reason as long as there 
is still time.” 

We in the GDR, too, realize the threat to peaceful development in the 
world inherent in racial policy. It leads us to the conclusion that it is 
necessary to reduce tensions. With this in mind the German Democratic 
Republic is contributing to the implementation of peaceful coexistence 
among states with different social systems. 

Therefore the GDR stands for international security and cooperation 
for mutual benefit. Therefore—and this is borne out by its constructive 
policy, not only vis-a-vis the FRG—the GDR is working unflaggingly, 
in line with its possibilities, to help put the results of détente in Europe 
on a lasting basis and make them the dominant feature of our day. This, 
however, requires good will on the part of all concerned. 

Therefore the GDR takes an active part in the negotiations on security 
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and cooperation in Europe and on the reduction of armed forces and 
armaments in Central Europe. Therefore the GDR supports and 
welcomes all measures aimed at the limitation of armaments and the 
curbing of the nuclear arms race. 

The more secure peace, the greater the prospects of effectively fighting 
colonialism and racial policy. War, aggression and high-handedness 
make it easier for imperialism to suppress democratic forces at home 
and abroad, and they tie our hands and limit our possibilities to help 
oppressed peoples. It is also for this reason that the German Demo- 
cratic Republic takes such a firm stand in favour of a just and durable 
peace in the Middle East to be established on the basis of the resolu- 
tions adopted by the UN Security Council. Only then will the states 
of that region be able to develop peacefully. 

The GDR forms an inseparable part of the community of socialist states. 
Let me remind you, distinguished delegates, that the participants in 
the meeting of the Political Consultative Committee of the Warsaw 
Treaty—an alliance of socialist states for defence, friendship and 
fraternal cooperation—on 17 and 18 April of this year, in a unanimously 
adopted communiqué, condemned apartheid and all manifestations of 
racism. Please take it as evidence that your effort to intensify the 
struggle against the policy of apartheid on an international scale is sup- 
ported not only by the GDR but by all member states of the Warsaw 
Treaty Organization. Peace and détente, friendship and cooperation 
among peoples are the best conditions for the development of socialism 
as well as for the struggle for national liberation, against racism, coloni- 
alism and neo-colonialism. 

I should like to add a few observations about the work of your Com- 
mittee. The fight against the policy of apartheid forms part of the world- 
wide struggle between the forces of peace, democracy and progress on 
the one hand and those of imperialism, colonialism, i.e. reaction, on the 
other. Hence this struggle will be the more successful the closer the 
unity of the forces of peace, democracy and progress. 

The enemies of international détente, the advocates of the cold war, the 
forces of imperialism and reaction have not given up their aims. Now 
as before they try to counter détente. It is these forces which violate 
human rights and disregard United Nations resolutions, making it 
possible for racist régimes to persist and for imperialist monopolies to 
exploit the African peoples. The logical corollary is that the socialist 
states and the countries of Asia, Africa and Latin America have a 
common interest in promoting the process of international détente. 
The growing awareness of these common interests—and it gives me 
pleasure to state this here—was highly important for the recently 
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concluded 6th Special Session of the United Nations on Problems of 
Raw Materials and Development. The GDR welcomes the document 
adopted at the session which expressly states the right of peoples 
under colonial or racial domination to achieve their political and 
economic liberation. It appreciates the fact that the right of all states 
and peoples to self-determination and independence has been reaffirmed 
in this document. 

The 6th Special Session of the United Nations furnished proof that 
joint efforts of the socialist states and the countries of Asia, Africa and 
Latin America against the resistance of imperialist and colonialist 
circles are successful. 

With the same consistency it has displayed in supporting the liberation 
struggle of the peoples of Asia, Africa and Latin America and opposing 
the policy of apartheid, the GDR condemns the continued exploitation 
by transnational monopolies and the policy pursued by imperialist 
powers which, contrary to United Nations resolutions, are colluding 
with the apartheid régimes in the political and economic sphere, thus 
enabling them to survive. The governments of these imperialist circles 
are engaged in a brisk trade with the apartheid régimes and support 
them through investments and loans and in many other ways. In 
opposing the anti-apartheid convention, they incur a heavy responsibil- 
ity. The policy of apartheid is, after all, one of the most egregious and 
brutal manifestations of disregard for the most elementary human 
rights. No responsible politician who is serious about human rights can 
shut his eyes to the sufferings of the oppressed peoples of Africa. 
Human conscience demands to stand up against repression and racial 
discrimination, for national liberation and independence. 

Politicians of imperialist states have tried on more than one occasion 
to justify the extensive trade they are carrying on with the Republic 
of South Africa by adducing the argument that trade and politics are 
two completely different things. I am not going to take this argument 
seriously. But as a representative of the socialist German state it is my 
duty to point to the disastrous implications such a stance can have 
for peace and for the peoples of the world; and I have to make it clear 
that the GDR does not tolerate such a position. When in the thirties 
British, French and US monopolies tried to justify the supply of 
strategic and military goods to the Nazi régime, they, too, argued that 
trade and politics were two different things. The catastrophic conse- 
quences of this policy are well known. They were felt also by the 
peoples of countries whose ruling circles, through their policy, of 
economic collaboration with Hitler’s Germany, had played into the 
hands of the fascist régime. This example from recent history throws 
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light on the close connexion between the efforts for peace and security 
and the struggle against all inhuman régimes. 
The First Secretary of the Central Committee of the Socialist Unity 
Party of Germany, Erich Honecker, stated in 1972 in an address on the 
occasion of the 50th anniversary of the USSR: “In line With its consistently 
anti-imperialist policy the German DemocraticRepublic will always stand 
up for the freedom of peoples, for the safeguarding of a peaceful future 
for them.” Along these lines the GDR will continue to render political, 
moral and material assistance to all national liberation movements. 

Upon being admitted to the United Nations, the GDR also pledged 

support for the anti-apartheid movement and for all peoples fighting 

colonialism and racism. It has honoured and will honour this pledge. 

The GDR has prepared an extensive programme envisaging both con- 

tributions to international measures and domestic activities. 

I should like to mention some of the GDR’s projects: 

— compilation of a monograph tentatively titled “Racism and racial 
discrimination as instruments of the imperialist policy of oppression 
and exploitation”; 

— publication of a scientific study of the role of transnational monop- 
olies in maintaining racial discrimination in southern Africa; 

— production of a documentary film on apartheid to be handed over 
to the United Nations; 

— holding of a. scientific conference. with international participation 
on the imperialist nature of racism and racial discrimination, and 
publication of a set of papers devoted to this problem by scholars 
from states of the socialist community ; 

— publication of an anthology of literature featuring the struggle 
against racism and racial discrimination. 

We sincerely hope that the GDR, with these and other activities timed 

to coincide with African Liberation Day and the Week of Solidarity 

with the colonial peoples of southern Africa, will facilitate the accom- 
plishment of your mission. 

In conclusion, I should like to renew my best wishes for success in your 

activities and for a pleasant stay in the German Democratic Republic. 


Foreign Affairs Bulletin, No. 16, 31 May, 1974 pp. 120—124. 
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Joint declaration issued by the Solidarity Committee of the 
GDR, the National Council of the National Front of the 
GDR, the National Executive of the Confederation of Free 
German Trade Unions, the Central Council of the Free 
German Youth, the Peace Council of the GDR, the GDR— 
Africa Friendship Society, and the GDR Committee of 
Human Rights, on the occasion of the Week of Solidarity 
with the peoples of Africa fighting for national liberation’ 


29 Mai 1974* 


The existence of colonial and racial regimes and their policy of brutal 
oppression and exploitation constitutes a gross violation of the universal 
human rights contained in the UN Charter. It is a serious threat to 
peace and security in Africa and hence in the world, flagrantly con- 
travening the resolutions on the elimination of racism, racial discrimi- 
nation, apartheid and colonialism passed by the United Nations and 
the trade union conference held in Geneva in July 1973. 

In common with all democratic and peace-loving forces in the world 
we demand the final elimination of racism, racial discrimination, 
apartheid and colonialism in Africa. 

True to their internationalist duty, the signatory states of the Warsaw 
Treaty have at their latest conference again underlined their unlimited 
solidarity and support for the just struggle of the peoples of Africa 
against imperialism, colonialism and neo-colonialism, and condemned 
the policy of apartheid as well as all manifestations of racism. 

We assure the peoples of Africa who are fighting for their national 
independence that the working class, the trade unions, and the whole 
population of the GDR will continue to stand as a faithful friend 
firmly at their side. The solidarity movement of the GDR, guided by 
the ideas of proletarian internationalism and anti-imperialist solidarity, 
will also in future show solidarity by rendering comprehensive aid to 
the peoples of Africa fighting for national and social liberation. 


German text in: Aussenpolitische Korrespondenz, No. 22, 29 May 1974, p. 168. 


1 Source did not contain full text. 
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Speech given by the Deputy Chairman of the Christian 
Democratic Union and President of the Supreme Court of 
the GDR, Dr Heinrich Toeplitz, on the occasion of the found- 
ing of the GDR Committee for the Decade of Action to 
Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination and his appoint- 
ment as Chairman of this Committee 


25 June 1974 


On 10 December 1973, the twenty-fifth anniversary of the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights, the Decade of Action to Combat Racism 
and Racial Discrimination began. It has its roots in a proposal that 
the Soviet Union, the Centre of the world-wide anti-imperialist struggle, 
put forward at the UN as early as 1972. During the XXVIII session of 
the General Assembly this proposal led to the acceptance of a pro- 
gramme with recommendations for a wide variety of actions aimed at 
the unconditional implementation of the UN resolutions on the elimina- 
tion of racism and racial discrimination. 

The decision to hold such a decade and its realization have been made 
possible by the policy of the socialist community, a policy steadfastly 
directed towards peace and détente. 

The tendency towards détente is at present the dominant feature in the 
development of the situation on the European continent and in the 
world at large. The principle of peaceful coexistence among states with 
different social systems, as well as such basic norms of international 
relations as respect for independence and sovereignty, equality of rights, 
territorial integrity, the inviolability of the existing state frontiers in 
Europe, renunciation of the use or threat of force and mutual non- 
interference in internal affairs, are increasingly prevailing in the 
practice of international relations. Détente has decisively contributed 
to the fact that the solution of the conflicts in Vietnam, Laos, the 
Indian subcontinent and the Middle East has been shifted into the 
political sphere; it is creating favourable conditions for the struggle 
of the peoples for freedom, independence, democracy and progress. 
The Decade of Action to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination is 
part of the struggle waged by the socialist community of states and 
all peace-loving peoples for the continuation of the process of detente 
and of the struggle carried on by all anti-imperialist forces to remove 
still existing trouble spots in the world. 

The GDR, which is firmly anchored in the socialist community of states, 
has made and is making a large and effective contribution to the solu- 
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tion of the important current questions concerning developments in 
Europe. Like the other states of the socialist community, it is guided 
by the consideration that imperialism—this barbaric system of exploita- 
tion and extermination of man by man—is in our time at once the 
source and breeding ground of colonial oppression, racial discrimina- 
tion, and of the physical annihilation of entire ethnic groups, nations 
and nationalities. Imperialism generates fascism as inevitably as it 
breeds colonialism, fascism as inevitably as it breeds colonialism, 
fascism and war. For this reason the struggle of the whole of peace- 
loving mankind for the elimination of the inhuman ideology and 
practice of racism is an organic component of the anti-imperialist 
movement of the peoples for peace and international security, for democ- 
racy and social progress. The history of our republic has convincingly 
demonstrated this. 

The 25-year-old history of the German Democratic Republic has pro- 
vided proof that the people of our republic have taken advantage of 
the historic opportunity to introduce a fundamental turning point in its 
history, an opportunity that was opened up with the rushing defeat 
of fascist German imperialism by the Soviet Union and the peoples 
fighting with her in the anti-Hitler coalition. In fulfilment of the legacy 
of the uncounted victims of the antifascist resistance, the working 
people under the leadership of the party of the united working class, 
in alliance with the peasantry and intelligentsia, set about destroying 
the fascist organizations and the fascist state apparatus, depriving the 
industrial magnates and Junkers of their power, and overcoming the 
fascist ideology of anti-communism and anti-Sovietism, of national and 
racial hatred, and of disregard for the democratic rights of the 
people. 

With the creation of a social order free from exploitation and oppression 
and with the building of socialism, the socio-economic, political and 
ideological causes of racism, racial discrimination, chauvinism and 
similar reactionary ideologies were also eliminated once and for all. 
Racism and racial discrimination, as one of the gravest violations of 
elementary human rights, are essentially alien to socialism, under which 
there are no classes or strata who could have an interest in the oppres- 
sion and exploitation of other peoples. In the GDR the right conclusions 
were drawn from the barbaric crimes of the aggressive, terroristic and 
racist Nazi regime. At the head of our state stand people who, even 
under the conditions of fascist terror, held high the banner of humanity 
and courageously and steadfastly opposed fascism. 

Today our citizens have deeply-rooted feelings of solidarity for all the 
courageous people fighting for the rights to national independence and 
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self-determination, and to a life of freedom, peace and progress—rights 
which imperialism, with its cynical practices of oppression and discrimi- 
nation, is endeavouring to deny them. The practical expression of 
solidarity has become an essential part of the activities of all social 
forces in our republic. 

The 10th Festival of Youth and Students held in summer 1973 in Berlin, 
the recent meeting in Berlin of the UN Special Committee on Apartheid, 
the Week of Solidarity with the oppressed colonial peoples in southern 
Africa, and the Week of International Solidarity with the Arab 
peoples—to name but a few examples—have given renewed proof of 
the fact that the young people and the entire population of the GDR 
are committed to the cause of all revolutionary, democratic and anti- 
impenialist forces and all peoples fighting for their national and social 
liberation. 

Our republic guarantees equality of rights to all citizens, irrespective 
of race or nationality. In the GDR, the law stipulates unambiguously 
that manifestations of racial and national hatred are criminal offences. 
All areas of public life in the GDR—the education system, culture, 
sport, etc.—are imbued with a spirit of friendship for other peoples. It 
would be inconceivable that anyone should be discriminated against 
in our country for reasons of race or because of the colour of his or 
her skin. There is no discrimination against foreign workers and the 
doors of our schools and universities are open to all citizens, as are 
jobs in the state apparatus and in society as a whole. Our school-books 
also reflect this same spirit, in which young people in the GDR are all 
brought up. 

Today we can rightly be proud of the fact that our sovereign and stable 
German socialist state, whose policies are in full accord with the lofty 
humanistic goals and principles of the UN Charter, enjoys international 
respect and authority. The GDR is a member of the UN and, at present, 
has diplomatic relations with 100 countries on all continents. Closely 
allied with the Soviet Union and the other fraternal socialist countries, 
it makes a constructive contribution to the cause of peace and security 
throughout the world. Our republic is a country where the struggle for 
peace and international détente is the guiding principle and where the 
aggressive policies of all previous forms of German state have been 
broken with once and for all. Twenty-five years of socialist develop- 
ment in the GDR go to show that socialism and peace are an inseparable 
unity. 

As the most recent meeting of the Political Consultative Committee 
of the Warsaw Treaty countries declared “the trend towards détente 
is, a present, the dominant feature in the development of the situation 
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on the European continent and in the world at large”. This develop- 
ment was made possible by the consistent implementation of the Peace 
Programme issued by the 24th Congress of the CPSU and of the Five- 
Point Plan adopted by the 8th Congress of the SED, as well as by the 
continually growing influence of the socialist community united round 
the Soviet Union and of their co-ordinated foreign policy. The latter 
is aimed at securing peace and emplementing peaceful co-existence 
between countries with differing social systems and, as such, has been 
of great help in the peoples’ struggle against colonialism, neo-colonialism 
and racism. During the Berlin session of the UN Anti-Apartheid 
Committee, this relationship was again stressed. The task now is to 
make irreversible, and build on, the progress which has already been 
made in détente and in safeguarding peace. The positions which have 
been won for peace within Europe and in other parts of the world 
must be extended. The extension of détente to all regions and con- 
tinents—and, in particular, the implementation of the USSR’s proposal 
that all permanent members of the UN Security Council should reduce 
their military budgets by 10 per cent and use part of the money saved 
to give aid to the developing countries—would contribute greatly to 
strengthening cooperation between all forces fighting against imperial- 
ism, racism, racial discrimination, surviving elements of colonialism 
and neo-colonialism. 

We extend unreserved, active solidarity to the Arab peoples in their 
just struggle to secure their legitimate national rights and in their 
demands for the withdrawal of the Israeli troops from all occupied 
Arab lands and for the recognition of the legitimate rights of the Arab 
people of Palestine. We welcome the fact that, thanks to the consistent 
and flexible policy of the Soviet Union, practical measures have been 
taken recently to cool down the dangerous situation in the Middle East 
which should be continued until a stable and lasting peace is estab- 
lished there. 

Together with the other peoples of the socialist community, we advocate 
that the provisions of the Vietnam Agreement signed in Paris, which we 
regard as a great achievement for the Vietnamese people and as a joint 
victory for the socialist countries, should be carried out to the letter. The 
conclusion of the Paris Agreement has brought about the circumstances 
necessary for consolidating the change which has been initiated from 
war to peace. We roundly condemn the attempts made by the Saigon 
authorities, with the help of external imperialist forces, to reverse the 
implementation of the agreement and to carry on with their armed 
provocations against the zones under the control of the Provisional 
Revolutionary Government of the Republic of South Vietnam. In the 


347 


future too, we shall remain faithful to our pledge of solidarity with 
the fraternal people of Vietnam. 

We extend our solidarity to the patriots of Chile, who are being 
persecuted and terrorized by the fascist military junta. With the greatest 
anger, we condemn the junta’s hideous crimes as blatant contraventions 
of the UN Charter and of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights 
and the international human rights conventions adopted by the United 
Nations. We demand an immediate end to the arbitrary treatment and 
persecution being meted out to democrats in Chile. Let us make even 
stronger our ties of fraternal solidarity with the Chilean people in 
their just struggle against the bloody régime of terror and help them 
re-establish their democratic rights and liberties. 

We should like again to stress our solidarity with and readiness to 
support, those fighting both against apartheid in South Africa and the 
illegal racist régime in Zimbabwe, and for the independence of the 
people of Namibia and their liberation from illegal occupation by the 
South African apartheid régime. We consider that racism is one of the 
most brutal infringements of basic human rights and that it is one of 
the weapons used by imperialism to oppress and exploit the peoples. 
The apartheid régime has quite rightly been branded as a threat to 
peace and international security and also as a crime against humanity. 
But we would also like to point out that the continued existence of 
apartheid, of the racist regime in Zimbabwe and of the occupation of 
Namibia is only possible because imperialist countries and multi- 
nationals, whose political representatives like to try and pass themselves 
off as great defenders of human rights, are still contravening the UN 
resolutions on this issue by maintaining close contacts at all levels with 
the racist régimes. 

The way some NATO countries in particular are systematically 
strengthening their relations with the racist regime in South Africa not 
only outrages progressive public opinion throughout the world, but 
must also be judged both as contrary to international law and as 
complicity in the countless crimes committed against the African and 
non-white population of South Africa, and should be exposed as such 
with the aid of measures to be introduced by our committee. We hail 
the great determination of the liberation movements to achieve the 
complete independence and liberation of their territories. The proclama- 
tion of the Republic of Guinea-Bissau, with which more than 80 
countries have already established diplomatic relations, has been wel- 
comed by the GDR. Our immediate recognition of Guinea-Bissau, the 
establishment of diplomatic relations and the recent agreement on 
an exchange of ambassadors between our two countries are an expres- 
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sion of the unequivocal attitude adopted by the GDR towards the 
African peoples’ struggle for freedom. 

The UN’s programme for the Decade of Action to Combat Racism and 
Racial Discrimination is specifically one of action, calling for measures 
to be taken at all levels against the various forms of racism. The latter 
point is of particular importance. We also welcome the fact that the 
programme expressly calls on all countries to sign and ratify the UN 
Convention on the Suppression and Punishment of the Crime of Apart- 
heid. The German Democratic Republic ratified this Convention in May, 
after it had become—at the earliest possible date—a signatory to such 
important conventions as the Convention on the Prevention and Punish- 
ment of the Crime of Genocide, the International Convention on the 
Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination and the human rights 
conventions. 

We feel it is of great significance that the action programme against 
racism and racial discrimination includes calls for the implementation 
of the repeated demands made by the UN General Assembly for 
further sanctions against the racist régimes in Southern Africa. We 
consider such practical measures as the complete isolation of the racist 
régimes and the banning of racist propaganda and racist organizations 
to be of particular importance in the struggle against racism. 

At the recent Berlin session of the UN Committee on Apartheid, there 
were again intensified demands for the strengthening and extension 
of sanctions against the racist régimes—demands which had already 
been made in Oslo in April 1973 by the UN international conference 
of experts in support of the victims of colonialism and apartheid in 
southern Africa, and by the Algiers conference of non-aligned states, 
also in 1973. These demands have the full support of the GDR. 

It is well-known that the Government and the people of the GDR have 
always given their unreserved support to resolutions of the General 
Assembly and the Security Council directed against South Africa and 
Southern Rhodesia, and have strictly observed all boycotts which were 
decided on. For years, our country has had no relations whatsoever with 
the racist régimes. 

As citizens of an anti-imperialist state, we repeat our demand that 
colonialism, neo-colonialism and racism be banished once and for all 
from the lives of the peoples and that all peoples be guaranteed inde- 
pendence in the development of their political structures, their national 
economy, their culture and their education system. In this connection, 
we would like to discuss today the setting-up of a working group, 
which should be guided in its planning of our committee’s activities 
by the following consideration: the socialist countries are the closest 
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allies of the newly independent countries and the liberation move- 
ments in their struggle against racism and racial discrimination. By 
fighting racial and colonial oppression, they show, at the same time, 
that they are consistent advocates of implementing human rights. 
The programme for the Decade of Action will contribute to deepening 
the anti-imperialist alliance between the socialist countries and those 
of Asia, Africa and Latin America. The countries of the socialist 
community are active in extending solidarity to the peoples struggling 
against racism and racial discrimination. They give unrestricted recogni- 
tion to the right of liberation movements to defend themselves against 
the imperialist and racist policies of exploitation and oppression and 
to fight for their right to self-determination. 
The Decade of Action also offers the opportunity to expose and 
denounce both the symptoms in some West European imperialist 
countries of fascism, Nazism, neo-Nazism and discrimination against 
immigrant workers, and the discrimination being currently practised 
against Indians, Puertoricans and Afro-Americans in the USA, as well 
as the violations of human rights by Israel in the occupied Arab terri- 
tories. 

We would like to propose that, taking as our starting-point the 

Committee’s 1974 programme of action, we should introduce and imple- 

ment the following measures during the next few years: 

1. publish a volume documenting the GDR’s solidarity with the peoples 
fighting against colonialism, racial discrimination and apartheid; 

2. publish a study of the way the GDR’s comprehensive schools bring 
up the younger generation in a spirit of solidarity and friendship 
for other peoples; 

3. publish an investigation both of the way equality of rights for 
women has been implemented in the socialist countries and of the 
discrimination practised against women in the imperialist-ruled part 
of the world (to appear for International Women’s Year, 1975); 

4. prepare a monograph on the subject of “Racism and racial discrim- 
ination as tools of the imperialists’ policies of oppression and 
exploitation” (in preparation for the World Conference on the 
Elimination of Racial Discrimination) ; 

5. publish a scientific study of the role of the multinationals {n main- 
taining racial discrimination in southern Africa; 

6. put together a documentary film on apartheid, to be presented to 
the UN for purposes of information and education; 

7. convene an international conference on the imperialist nature of 
racism and racial discrimination and publish a collection of essays 
on this problem by specialists from the socialist community; 
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8. publish an anthology of literary works dealing with the struggle 
against racism and racial discrimination. We would propose to the 
artists’ and writers’ associations that they give some thought to 
suitable artistic forms to bring out the message of the Decade of 
Action in the various cultural events (exhibitions, special weeks of 
documentaries and short films, workers’ festivals, cultural festivals). 

Emphasis should be strenghtened in school lessons and during extra- 
curricular activities on providing our young people with information 
about the nature of racism and racial discrimination, as well as about 
the aims of the Decade of Action. 
We would also suggest that our universities and centres of higher and 
technical education should give due attention in their classes and re- 
search to the aims of the decade against racism. We would ask our friends 
in the State Committees for Television and Radio for their cooperation 
in producing effective reports, plays, etc. during the Decade of Action to 
discuss the issues of racism, racial discrimination and colonialism. Our 
committee should take advantage of such red-letter days as the Inter- 
national Day for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination on 21 March, 
the Day for African Liberation on 25 May, the Day of Solidarity with the 
political prisoners of South Africa on 11 October, etc., to honour the aims 
of the UN programme for the Decade of Action to Combat Racism and 
Racial Discrimination. 
A few weeks ago, the UN Committee on Apartheid held one of its 
meetings in Berlin. We regard the fact that the GDR’s capital was 
chosen for holding this important meeting to be a great honour and 
also to be a sign of recognition for the immense historic changes that 
have been brought about in the GDR as a result of the emergence 
and vigorous development of this German workers’ and farmers’ state. 
The recommendations and the impulses for action which arose from 
the meeting will also certainly have a great effect on determining the 
work of our committee during the Decade of Action. 
The aims of our committee and its programme will, I am sure, meet 
with a warm reception among all sections of our population. We know 
we can rely on our citizens’ deeply-rooted sense of duty and readiness 
to extend active solidarity to all peoples struggling for freedom and 
self-determination in opposition to racism, racial discrimination, apart- 
heid, colonialism and neo-colonialism. 


German text in: Archives of the GDR Committee for the Decade of Action 
to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination. 
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Statement by the GDR Committee for the Decade of Action 
to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination 


25 June 1974 


In conformity with the consistent anti-imperialist policy of their 
socialist state and the firm alliance and solidarity of the people of 
the GDR with all peoples fighting for their national freedom and inde- 
pendence, against imperialist oppression, colonialism and neo-colonial- 
ism, against fascism and racism, and in pursuance of resolution 3097 
adopted at the XXVIII session of the UN General Assembly to launch 
over the period ending 1983 a Decade of Action to Combat Racism and 
Racial Discrimination, figures of the GDR have established a national 
committee for the Decade of Action to Combat Racism and Racial 
Discrimination. 

Working closely with social forces, public institutions and represent- 
atives of the GDR’s scientific and cultural life, the committee will con- 
tribute in many ways toward the political, economic and humanitarian 
measures adopted by the United Nations. 

The consistent stand taken by the community of socialist states to 
safeguard and ensure peace, to gain acceptance for peaceful coexistence 
in relations between states with different social systems and to further 
international détente, implies the categorical rejection of all forms of 
the imperialist policy of exploitation and repression, thereby creating 
favourable conditions for the struggle of the anti-imperialist forces 
against colonialism, neo-colonialism, racism and racial discrimina- 
tion. 

The states and peoples of the socialist community are the closest allies 
of the national liberation movement in its struggle against colonial 
and racial oppression and for the right to self-determination and inde- 
pendence. 

Mindful of the legacy of those who fought and defeated Hitler’s fascism 
the GDR has fully complied with the stipulations of the Potsdam Agree- 
ment. The necessary conclusions were drawn from the barbarous crimes 
of the aggressive, terrorist and racist Nazi regime. Racism and racial 
discrimination were eradicated once and fore all. The socialist way of 
life, shaped by socialist relations of power and ownership, is charac- 
terized by freedom and human dignity. It precludes crimes arising from 
an ideology of racism. Manifestations of racial and national hatred are 
punished as crimes against humanity. 

It is a basic principle of the GDR’s socialist foreign policy to deepen 


352 


and widen the process of international détente and to restrain the 
forces of imperialism and aggression still further. This policy is in 
full harmony with the peoples’ struggle against imperialist aggression, 
racism, racial discrimination, Nazism, neo-Nazism, colonialism and neo- 
colonialism. In supporting the cause of the UN Decade of Action to Com- 
bat Racism and Racial Discrimination the GDR joins in the powerful 
solidarity movement of progressive mankind for the peoples struggling 
against imperialist arbitrariness and repression and for their independ- 
ence and self-determination. 

We resolutely oppose the fascist policy of apartheid in the Republic 
of South Africa and its application to illegally occupied Namibia as 
well as the continued racial terror practised in Zimbabwe by the Smith 
régime, and we condemn the fact that leading NATO states are systemat- 
ically violating resolutions against colonialism and racism adopted 
by the UN General Assembly and the Security Council. 

We support the demand of the peoples of Angola, Mozambique and 
the other colonial territories to be immediately granted full independ- 
ence. Once again we assure the Republic of Guinea-Bissau of our 
support and solidarity. 

We express our unreserved solidarity with the fraternal Vietnamese 
people in building socialism in the Democratic Republic of Vietnam, 
in solving their domestic problems in the Republic of South Vietnam 
and creating a peaceful, united, independent and democratic Vietnam. 
The arbitrary rule of the Chilean military junta, their persecution of 
democrats, the atrocities and crimes they commit in cynical disregard 
of law and justice, have aroused deep indignation among all citizens 
of the GDR. We demand an immediate end to the gross violation of 
human rights in Chile and freedom for all political prisoners. 

We condemn Israel’s aggressive policy and the blatant violation of the 
Arab peoples’ legitimate rights. We demand that the Israeli troops 
withdraw from the occupied Arab territories and that the legitimate 
rights of the Palestine be guaranteed. 

We can justly be proud of the fact that the GDR has gained interna- 
tional respect and confidence not least by its policy of active solidarity 
with all anti-imperialist forces and the forces fighting against repression. 
At the earliest possible date the GDR acceded to such important con- 
ventions as the Convention on the Suppression and Punishment of the 
Crime of Genocide, the International Convention on the Elimination of 
all Forms of Racial Discrimination, the human rights conventions and 
the International Convention on the Suppression and Punishment of 
the Crime of Apartheid. 

The GDR Committee for the Decade of Action to Combat Racism and 
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Racial Discrimination appeals to the mass organizations, scientific and 
cultural institutions of the GDR and to all its citizens to support the 
activities planned for the Decade of Action by manifold initiatives, thus 
proving again their active solidarity with the peoples’ struggle to 
abolish all forms of colonial and neo-colonial oppression, exploitation 
and discrimination. 


Foreign Affairs Bulletin, No. 19/20, 3 July 1974, p. 150. 


Declaration by the GDR on the ratification of the Interna- 
tional Convention of 30 November 1973 on the Suppression 
and Punishment of the Crime of Apartheid 


23 August 1974 


Notice is hereby given that, on 31 July 1974, the Chairman of the 
Council of State of the German Democratic Republic ratified the 
following International Convention of 30 November 1973 on the Sup- 
pression and Punishment of the Crime of Apartheid, which was signed 
by the German Democratic Republic on 2 May 1974. 

The day this Convention comes into force with regard to the German 
Democratic Republic shall be announced in the Law Gazette of the 
German Democratic Republic. 


German text in: Gesetzblatt der DDR, Part II, 1974, No. 26, p. 491. 
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Speech given by GDR representative Giinter Mauersberger 
in the Fourth Committeee of the XXIX session of the UN 
General Assembly, concerning the activities of foreign eco- 
nomic and other interests which are impeding the imple- 
mentation of the UN Declaration on the Granting of In- 
dependence to Colonial Countries and Peoples 


29 August 1974 


To begin with, I should like to thank you for having afforded the GDR 
an opportunity to follow throughout this session the activities of the 
Committee on Decolonization whose work it highly appreciates. Since 
the GDR was founded 25 years ago it has always firmly taken the 
side of the peoples of Asia, Africa and Latin America and has supported 
them in their struggle for political and economic independence. As was 
already stated by the acting Foreign Minister of the GDR before the 
United Nations Special Committee on Apartheid at its meeting in 
Berlin, capital of the GDR, on 27 May 1974, this unrestricted solidarity 
is for a socialist state such as the GDR a matter of principle and of 
political and moral responsibility. This is also in line with the implemen- 
tation of the peoples’ right to self-determination and of human rights 
as laid down in the United Nations Declaration of December 1948. 

At present, we are witnessing new successes in the struggle of peoples 
against colonialism. It is very much apparent that the chances of 
effectively fighting against colonialism and racism become greater 
as the process of international détente gains momentum. By no means, 
however, must this make us close our eyes to the activities of foreign 
economic and other quarters hampering the process of decolonization. 
The VI Special Session of the United Nations General Assembly made 
it quite clear in what manner the international monopolies, in particular, 
impede the attainment of full economic independence. We are aware 
that the activities of foreign economic and financial quarters in areas 
which are still colonially dependent hinder the implementation of the 
right to self-determination and the gaining of independence for peoples 
subject to colonial oppression. The neo-colonialist aspects of the 
monopolies’ activities also require close attention. 

Incidentally, the part played by foreign economic quarters had also 
been revealed in the Report of the Group of Eminent Persons to Study 
the Impact of Multinational Corporations on Development and Inter- 
national Relations (Doc. E/5500/Add. 1, para I and II). 

The GDR representative at the 57th ECOSOC Session underlined on 
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22 July 1974 that this report “bears out, in spite of many guarded state- 
ments and assessments, that the international monopolies have in fact 
committed serious violations of the norms governing peaceful coopera- 
tion by interfering in the internal affairs of other states in order to 
secure their neo-colonialist economic and political interests”. 
Unfortunately, it is a fact that imperialist states—in defiance of resolu- 
tions passed by the United Nations—have at no times ceased to foster 
in this or that way the activities of such economic circles. It is the big 
Western industrial states who are the main buyers of chromium ore 
from Southern Rhodesia and whose monopolies engage in large-scale 
activities, e.g. Union Carbide Metal and Vanadium Corporation of 
America. Monopolies stop at nothing to circumvent UN sanctions by 
manoeuvres such as triangular transactions, setting up anonymous and 
multinational corporations and the registration of camouflaged firms 
in other countries. 

Namibia is one of the countries where exploitation by international 
monopolies has reached vast proportions. What is striking on closer 
scrutiny is that a great deal of these activities are engineered by monop- 
olies from the territory of NATO states. There have always been 
attempts by political leaders of imperialist states to justify these 
machinations by monopolies, which are directed against the implemen- 
tation of the right to self-determination and independence, by claiming 
that trade and politics were two different matters. 

Thus, in the struggle for peace and security, against colonialism and 
racism the activities of certain economic groups cannot be left out of 
account. At the VI Special Session of the United Nations General 
Assembly the right of nations to dispose freely of their natural resources 
was reaffirmed. Big monopoly groups continue, however, to exploit 
natural resources which not belong to them and which they have no 
right to claim. Colonialism does not just mean exploitation and oppres- 
sion but the ruthless plundering of natural resources by the colonial 
power, and it often greatly impairs the conditions for the development 
of these peoples after independence is achieved. 

The commentaries published by several newspapers over the last few 
months, e.g. on the role which the maintenance of colonial and racist 
régimes in southern Africa plays in safeguarding imperialist interests 
in the Indian Ocean region, show how urgent it is to study the various 
aspects—political, economic, military, strategic and others—from the 
struggle to eliminate colonialism in all its forms. 

The further investigation of such aspects by the Committee of 24 will 
certainly be instrumental in demonstrating the responsibility of the 
states concerned for impeding resolution 1514 and for favouring or 
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even introducing colonial practices. The example of (Guinea-Bissau 
shows that it is possible to score new successes in the battle against 
colonialism, for peace, security and national independence if all pro- 
gressive forces make use of all forms of combat available. 

Hermann Axen, member of the Politbureau and Secretary of the Central 
Committee of the Socialist Unity Party of Germany, and Chairman of 
the Foreign Affairs Committee of the People’s Chamber, stated at a 
public meeting in Berlin on 25 May 1974 on the occasion of Africa Day 
with the United Nations Special Committee on Apartheid being 
present: 

“In its policy the GDR is guided by the idea that every success registered 
in the area of détente and implementation of the principles of peaceful 
coexistence aids the liberation movements and the developing countries 
in many ways, be it directly or indirectly. Every step on the road of 
limiting armaments, especially towards restricting the nuclear arms race, 
serves the interests of the peoples in all continents, and first and fore- 
most in the developing countries. The GDR therefore advocates the rapid 
implementation of the United Nations resolution providing for a 10 per 
cent outback in the military expenditures of the permanent members of 
the Security Council.” 

Our struggle will be the more successful the greater the unity of the 
forces of peace and progress in the pursuit of their legitimate common 
goals. 


Archives of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the GDR. 


Message of greetings sent by the Chairman of the GDR 
Council of State, Willi Stoph, to the International Con- 
ference of Non-Governmental Organizations in Geneva 


2 September 1974 


On behalf of the Council of State, the Government and the people of the 
German Democratic Republic I extend cordial greetings to the par- 
ticipants in the International Conference of Non-Governmental Organi- 
zations on Apartheid and Colonialism in Africa. At the same time I wish 
the Conference every success. 

It is only some months ago that the German Democratic Republic was 
host to an important session of the United Nations Special Committee 
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on Apartheid. The deliberations of the Committee, which were success- 
fully conducted in Berlin, the capital of the GDR, were striking evidence 
of the firm alliance and solidarity linking the peoples and states of the 
socialist community with all forces in the world that are waging an 
uncompromising battle against imperialist aggression, racism, racial 
discrimination, apartheid, colonialism and neo-colonialism. 

In conjunction with the other socialist states, the German Democratic 
Republic is unwaveringly committed to the safeguarding of peace, the 
implementation of peaceful coexistence in relations between states with 
different social systems, and international détente. This policy, which 
includes the elimination of all forms of imperialist practices of exploita- 
tion and oppression, is also creating more favourable conditions for the 
struggle of all progressive forces against colonialism, neo-colonialism, 
racism and racial discrimination and for ensuring the peoples’ right to 
self-determination and independence. 

Since its foundation 25 years ago, the German Democratic Republic has 
unswervingly stood by the side of the peoples of Africa, Asia and Latin 
America fighting for their freedom. Once again it expresses its strong 
feelings about the fascist policy of apartheid in the Republic of South 
Africa, against the continued racial terror unleashed by the Smith 
regime in Zimbabwe. The GDR condemns the systematic violation by 
major NATO countries of UN General Assembly and Security Council 
resolutions against colonialism and racism. 

The German Democratic Republic acceded at the earliest possible dates 
to such important conventions as the Convention on the Prevention and 
Punishment of the Crime of Genocide, the International Convention on 
the Elimination of all Forms of Racial Discrimination, human rights 
conventions and the Convention on the Suppression and Punishment of 
the Crime of Apartheid. 

At the XXVIII session of the UN General Assembly the German Demo- 
cratic Republic supported the idea to organize a Decade for Action to 
Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination. In June of this year a GDR 
Committee was constituted in the GDR capital, Berlin, which, in close 
cooperation with social forces, government departments and members of 
the scientific and cultural community of the GDR, will contribute in a 
variety of ways to the implementation of the political, economic and 
humanitarian measures agreed upon by the United Nations. 

I assure the participants in the Conference that cooperation in elimi- 
nating all forms of colonialism and racism and support for the anti- 
apartheid movement will always continue to be a major objective of the 
foreign policy of the German Democratic Republic. 


Foreign Affairs Bulletin, No. 26, 11 September 1974, pp. 193/194. 
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From a statement by the GDR Government on UN General 
Assembly Resolution 2968 (XXVIII) concerning the need to 
consider suggestions regarding the review of the UN Charter 


9 September 1974 


The Government of the GDR has always subscribed to the purposes and 
principles of the United Nations as formulated in its Charter. In its 
policies it strictly abides by these fundamental objectives and binding 
norms of all United Nations activities and promotes, to the best of its 
abilities, full respect for and realization of these principles. 

The Government of the GDR considers that the purposes and principles 
of the United Nations reflect in terms binding under international law 
the experiences and conclusions which the peace-loving peoples have 
drawn from their fight against fascist aggression, and their will to unite 
all forces to maintain international peace and security. 

In the view of the Government of the GDR the Charter of the United 
Nations is the most important, universally binding document of inter- 
national law with regard to the post-war development of international 
relations. The principles contained in the Charter are political and legal 
tenets which must be universally respected and implemented, this being 
essential for the safeguarding of durable peace, the strengthening of 
international security and the development of peaceful cooperation 
among peoples and states on the basis of equal rights. These principles 
and their observance made possible the positive changes that have taken 
place in international relations since the Charter was adopted. 

The overwhelming majority of African and Asian peoples have shaken 
off the colonial yoke and achieved national independence. International 
efforts to remove the remaining strongholds of colonialism have entered 
a decisive phase. The Charter of the United Nations was and continues 
to be the international legal foundation of these historic achievements. 
The peoples’ right to equality and self-determination as enshrined in the 
Charter and formulated in more concrete terms at the conferences of 
non-aligned countries from Bandung to Algiers has to be enforced in 
international economic relations, too. For this reason the GDR Govern- 
ment fully supports the sovereign right of all states to dispose freely 
of their natural wealth and resources. 


The new international conditions offer growing possibilities of applying 
these principles still more effectively with a view to strengthening inter- 
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national security, eliminating all forms of colonialism and ensuring equal 
cooperation among states. 

This confirms the GDR Government’s view that the Charter is still 
generally accepted as a basis for attaining the aims and objectives of the 
United Nations. ... 

A special role in the system of the United Nations organs falls to the 
Security Council which has primary responsibility for the maintenance 
of international peace and security. The powers assigned to it, its 
structure and procedures, including the process of decision-making are 
in line with this important fraction. This enables the United Nations to 
operate effectively as the need arises—to eliminate international sources 
of conflict and to maintain world peace. This includes due regard for 
the legitimate interests of states irrespective of their different social and 
political systems, their varying levels of economic, scientific technological 
and social development, and their respective geographical locations. To 
safeguard international security and gain acceptance for peaceful co- 
existence it is indispensable that states having different social systems 
cooperate in international relations. 

The principle of unanimity among the permanent members of the 
Security Council, which is a reflection of the particular responsibility 
of the Great Powers for the maintenance of international peace and 
security, has proved its value in the settlement of conflicts past and 
present. The fundamental importance of the principle of unanimity for 
averting imperialist aggressions, for the maintenance of the equality and 
sovereignty of states and for the defence of the rights of peoples who 
fought or are fighting for their liberation from colonialism, for their 
right to self-determination, for their national independence and against 
racist and fascist tyranny has time and again been proved by the 
activities of the USSR as a permanent member of the Security Council. 
The Government of the GDR is fully aware that many ways are still 
open to the United Nations for discharging its functions and responsibil- 
ities. In this context it is essential that all member states of the United 
Nations always act, both inside and outside the organization, in conform- 
ity with its purposes and principles and in accordance with the Charter. 
Whenever its member states and organs were guided by their obligations 
under the Charter, the United Nations did make effective contributions 
that were in line with its objectives and functions and had favourable 
effects on the international situation. This is borne out by recent resolu- 
tions of the United Nations to achieve a greater measure of universality 
and the resolutions of the Security Council to repel Israeli aggression 
and resolve the Middle East conflict. 

The Government of the GDR therefore considers that the international 
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effectiveness and the authority of the United Nations can only be 
enhanced to the extent that the purposes and principles of its Charter 
are applied ever more fully in relations among states. ... 

On account of all these considerations the Government of the GDR fully 
agrees with Resolution 2734 of the XXV session of the General Assembly 
which reaffirms “the universal and unconditional validity of the purposes 
and principles of the Charter of the United Nations” and states “that in 
order to fulfil the purposes and principles of the United Nations 
member states must strictly abide by all provisions of the Charter”. 


Foreign Affairs Bulletin, No. 27, 20 September 1974, pp. 201—203. 


From the speech given by the Acting Minister of Foreign 
Affairs of the GDR, Oskar Fischer, at the XXIX session of 
the UN General Assembly 


25 September 1974 


The foreign policy of the German Democratic Republic is aimed at safe- 
guarding international peace and security, extending solidarity to the 
peoples fighting for their national and social liberation, and gaining 
acceptance for peaceful coexistence between states with different social 
systems. 

In conjunction with its allies the GDR works for the fruits of détente to 
be shared by all peoples. Therefore, we support all efforts towards a 
political settlement of conflicts. The nations of the world want to see 
lasting solutions to problems which are poisoning the international 
climate and threatening peace and security. Hence one should not be 
content with what has been achieved. On the contrary détente must be 
consolidated and extended to all regions of the world. This is, in the view 
of the Government of the German Democratic Republic, an extremely 
important and pressing task for the United Nations, which the GDR will 
help to carry out. 


The national liberation movement, supported by the solidarity of the 
socialist states and democratic forces all over the world, has achieved 
great success in sweeping away the remnants of colonialism. It is with 
this in mind that we view Grenada’s admission to the world organization. 
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Another case in point is the admission of Guinea-Bissau to the United 
Nations. Bonds of friendship and active solidarity link us with the people 
of Guinea-Bissau. The overthrow of the fascist régime in Portugal and 
the new Government’s commitment to the right of peoples to self- 
determination should make it easier for the current session of the 
General Asembly to adopt effective measures aimed at eliminating all 
forms of colonial and racial oppression. 

During the session of the United Nations Special Committee on 
Apartheid held in Berlin, capital of the GDR, last May the states of the 
socialist community, their citizens and mass organizations furnished 
convincing proof of their firm determination to strengthen their solidar- 
ity with the peoples of southern Africa. An end must be put to racist 
terrorism in all its forms. Acting in this spirit, the German Democratic 
Republic signed and ratified the International Convention on the 
Suppression and Punishment of the Crime of Apartheid (General 
Assembly resolution 3068 [XXVIII]) immediately after it was adopted. 

It is most welcome that substantial progress has been made in creating 
a healthier international climate. But the opponents of détente are far 
from acknowledging defeat. While they have been unable to reverse the 
trend, their incessant attempts to create new hotbeds of international 
tension and maintain existing ones, to fuel the arms race and defend 
colonialist and neo-colonialist oppression require not just close attention 
but firm resistance, also on the part of the United Nations Organiza- 
tion. ... 

The Declaration of the VI Special Session of the United Nations General 
Assembly on Problems of Raw Materials and Development underlines 
the close interrelationship between the strengthening of international 
security and the development of economic relations between states on a 
basis of equality. We welcome the fact that the Declaration has reaffirm- 
ed the obligation strictly to respect the principle of the sovereign equal- 
ity of states and their right to control their own natural resources with- 
out outside interference as much as we are pleased that it has endorsed 
the right to nationalize such resources. We think it is fully justified and 
appropriate that the activities of transnational corporations should be 
brought more into the limelight since they not only make enormous 
profits by exploiting other peoples but also interfere in the internal 
affairs of states, thus giving rise to international conflicts. 

The GDR has always conducted its relations with the developing 
countries on the basis of the principles specified in the Declaration of 
the VI Special Session. It has been a central tenet of its foreign relations 
to take into account the needs of the developing countries on the widest 
possible scale. Therefore, the emphasis in its growing trade with these 
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countries is on encouraging the import of raw materials and of finished 
and semi-finished products. As far as its exports to these countries are 
concerned, the GDR gives priority to the delivery of complete plant, 
efficient machines and agricultural equipment which aid the process of 
industrialization and help raise the efficiency of agricultural production. 
It seeks a rapid and continuous growth of its trade turnover with de- 
veloping countries. And, by making available experts, advisers, specialists 
and instructors, we want to contribute to ward the implementation of 
the Programme of Action adopted by the VI Special Session of the 
United Nations General Assembly. 

If we take a look at international economic relations as a whole, alarming 
developments—which were also emphasized in the recent United Nations 
World Economic Survey—are only too evident. The trend towards a 
deepening structural crisis in the capitalist countries which the survey 
has noted affects, above all, the developing countries. This is why the 
delegation of the GDR is in favour of effective measures against it. 


Foreign Affairs Bulletin, No. 28, 2 October 1974, pp. 212/213, 215. 


Speech given by Prof. Anneliese Salzer, member of the 
People’s Chamber of the GDR, in the Third Committee of 
the XXIX session of the UN General Assembly, concerning 
the elimination of all forms of racial discrimination 


1 October 1974 


Like the other socialist States, the GDR, at the XXVIII session of the 
General Assembly, supported the adoption of resolution 3057 on the 
Decade of Action to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination. This is 
in line with its past record, which has been one of uncompromising 
opposition to colonialism, racism and apartheid. 

A GDR Committee for the Decade of Action to Combat Racism and 
Racial Discrimination was established on 25 June 1974. Its Chairman is 
Dr Heinrich Toeplitz, President of the Supreme Court of the GDR, and 
it comprises government representatives and outstanding public figures 
of the German Democratic Republic. The Committee has set itself the 
task of coordinating the broad range of activities to be undertaken by 


363 


scientific institutions, in the field of films, radio and television, in 
education and by universities, by artistic associations and publishing 
houses in support of the struggle against the racist régimes in southern 
Africa and all remnants of colonialism which still exist. 

The basic fact here is that as a result of socialist construction the socio- 
economic roots of racism—capitalist exploitation and imperialism—have 
been destroyed once and for all, giving way to social relations which rule 
out any form of racism and racial discrimination. Racism and. racial 
discrimination are essentially alien to socialism. People in the GDR are 
brought up to have respect for any other human being, for any other 
people, irrespective of race or religion. The people of the GDR are linked 
by ties of close friendship to all peoples. 

At the opening of the session of the United Nations Special Committee 
on Apartheid in Berlin, capital of the GDR, on 27 May 1974, the Acting 
Foreign Minister of the GDR, Oskar Fischer, pointed out: “We hold that 
the value of a human being is not determined by the colour of his skin 
or his creed but rather by his attitude towards peaceful neighbourhood 
among the peoples of the world, by the stand he takes on the social 
problems facing his people, by his contribution to the social development 
of his country.” This statement reflects a concept which permeates the 
whole of political and everyday life in the GDR. 

During the session of the UN Special Committee in our capital the 
solidarity of our citizens with all those fighting against racism, racial 
discrimination and apartheid was very much apparent. Referring to this, 
Ambassador Ogbu, Chairman of the Special Committee on Apartheid, 
said at the press conference held in Berlin on 28 May 1974: “These last 
few days we have been impressed by the tremendous spirit of solidarity 
which was demonstrated here, in the GDR, with the people living under 
colonial and racial domination and with the people in what is called the 
‘Third World’. It seems to me that we have been in a Republic of Solida- 
rity, of human solidarity.” We were very happy about these warm and 
cordial words. 

To develop ties of friendship and peaceful cooperation with all peoples 
is a central tenet of. the GDR’s policy. It has been repeatedly stated at 
the United Nations that the policy of racial oppression practised by the 
Pretoria régime is a threat to peace and an impediment to détente. It 
constitutes a crime against humanity. We therefore look upon the 
struggle against the racist régimes as an international matter and as an 
important task for the United Nations, both with a view to guaranteeing 
fundamental human rights and to safeguarding international peace and 
security. 

The GDR fully recognizes and supports the right of the liberation move- 
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ments to employ all the means at their disposal in resisting imperialist 
and racial exploitation and oppression and to implement the right to 
self-determination of the peoples subjected to colonial and racial oppres- 
sion. It has always provided moral and material assistance to the libera- 
tion movements in southern Africa, for example by sending food, 
medicines, clothing, etc., and by making available scholarships and train- 
ing facilities. It has also arranged for the printing of periodicals and 
information material. In 1974, the German Democratic Republic offered 
the United Nations an extra 13 scholarships for members of the libera- 
tion movements in southern Africa. 

The GDR has always held that the Pretoria régime is not entitled to 
represent the people of South Africa. We therefore support the admission 
of representatives of the liberation movements to various international 
conferences, and welcome the fact that they have been invited to parti- 
cipate as observers in the meetings of United Nations committees. The 
GDR has strongly come out in favour of admitting the liberation move- 
ments to the diplomatic conference in Geneva which deals with the 
further development of humanitarian international law. 

It is the policy of certain states which prompts us to reiterate the follow- 
ing: The GDR deems it a self-evident duty to abide strictly by all resolu- 
tions adopted by the United Nations against the racist régimes in south- 
ern Africa. It maintains no relations whatsoever with the Republic of 
South Africa and Southern Rhodesia, and consequently, has no repre- 
sentation in these countries. In Namibia, which is illegally occupied by 
the South African apartheid régime, the German Democratic Republic 
is in no way present nor has it asked any third party to represent it 
there. It is a party to the International Convention on the Elimination of 
All Forms of Racial Discrimination and was one of the first states to 
ratify the International Convention on the Suppression and Punishment 
of the Crime of Apartheid. The GDR welcomes the draft resolution on 
the Decade of Action to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination 
adopted by the United Nations Economic and Social Council at its 56th 
session. 

Our delegation shares the indignation and criticism expressed by African 
and other countries with regard to the fact that there are still certain 
powers which fail to comply with United Nations resolutions and con- 
tinue to cooperate with the racist régimes in southern Africa. It is an 
open secret that apartheid, that most vicious and brutal form of racial 
discrimination, can only survive because a few NATO powers do not 
comply with United Nations resolutions and continue to support the 
racists. According to the London Times of 15 March 1973, 70 per cent 
of all investment in South Africa’s economy comes from foreign sources. 


365 


The: biggest capital investors in South Africa are major NATO powers 
as can be seen from the report of the Special Committee on Apartheid 
submitted to the XXVIII session of the General Assembly. 

Sometimes it is argued that these investments tend to improve the 
situation of the African population. However, 80 per cent of all Africans 
in southern Africa live below the subsistence level. The London 
Guardian wrote on 12 March 1973 that of 500 British firms based in South 
Africa only three pay wages exceeding the subsistence level the racists 
have calculated for the Africans. And this is in no way altered by the 
fact that in individual cases African workers receive wages above that 
level, for example from the Polaroid Company of the United States. 

It is the world’s biggest monopolies which profit from apartheid. Almost 
all of them do business in South Africa; by exploiting the African 
workers they realize the highest profit rates in the world. It is the 
ruthless and inhuman exploitation of African labour that really lies at 
the root of racism. 

The GDR therefore considers it particularly important that the Pro- 
gramme demands an end to all support for the racist régimes. It also 
wishes to emphasize the immediate relevance of the resolution adopted 
by the summit conference of heads of state and Government of the 
non-aligned countries at Algiers, demanding the withdrawal of invest- 
ments from South Africa. 

Our delegation therefore suggests that operative paragraph 6 of the draft 
resolution before us should be amended by adding that the Governments 
of all states which have made investments in the Republic of South 
Africa should be called upon to withdraw them, or that Governments 
should in this sense bring their influence to bear on their nationals which 
act as private investors in that region. We believe this might be an 
effective step in the struggle against racism in southern Africa. 

The GDR is fully prepared to make its contribution to ensure that the 
resolutions passed by the UN against racism and racial discrimination can 
be put into practice. The GDR Committee for the Decade of Action to 
Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination, which I mentioned earlier, 
has worked out a comprehensive programme envisaging both contribu- 
tions to international measures, and activities and events organized 
within the GDR. Plans are for scientific studies to be prepared on the 
role of multinational corporations in maintaining racial discrimination in 
southern Africa, and for documentary films to be produced on apartheid. 
A scientific conference on questions of racial discrimination, with 
participants from abroad, is also due to take place. 

The German Democratic Republic will play an active part in preparing 
for and holding the world conference to combat racial discrimination. 
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In conclusion, my delegation would like to express the hope that all 
states members of the United Nations should, as soon as possible, accede 
to the Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of Racial Discrimina- 
tion. We believe that this paragraph in the draft resolution is of great 
importance for the effective fight against racism. 


Archives of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the GDR. 


From the Constitution of the German Democratic Republic 
of 6 April 1968, in the version established under the law 
amending the Constitution of the German Democratic Re- 
public of 7 October 1974 


7 October 1974 


Part I 
Foundations of the Socialist State and Social Structure 


Chapter I 
Political Foundations 


Article 6 

(1) Remaining faithful to the interests of the people and to its interna- 
tional obligations, the German Democratic Republic has eradicated 
German militarism and Nazism within its borders. Its foreign policy 
serves the interests of socialism and peace, security and international 
understanding. 

(2) The German Democratic Republic is irrevocably and permanently 
allied to the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics. This close fraternal 
alliance guarantees the people of the German Democratic Republic 
further progress on their course of socialism and peace. 

The German Democratic Republic is an inseparable part of the socialist 
community. Faithful to the principles of socialist internationalism, the 
GDR contributes to strengthening it, and nurtures and develops its ties 
of friendship, all-round cooperation and mutual aid with all countries of 
the socialist community. 
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(3) The German Democratic Republic gives support to the struggles for 
social progress of all countries and peoples fighting against imperialism 
and its colonial régimes, for their national liberation and independence. 
The German Democratic Republic advocates the implementation of the 
principles of peaceful coexistence among countries with differing social 
systems and. cooperates with all countries on the basis of equal rights 
and mutual respect. 

(4) The German Democratic Republic commits itself to the cause of 
security and cooperation in Europe, and works for a stable structure of 
peace throughout the world and universal disarmament. 

(5) Militaristic and revanchist propaganda in whatever form, war- 
mongering and the manifestation of religious, racial and national hatred 
shall be deemed criminal offences. 


Article 8 

(1) The generally accepted rules of international law serving peace and 
peaceful international cooperation shall be binding upon the state and 
on all citizens. 

(2) The German Democratic Republic will never undertake a war of 
conquest or employ its armed forces against the freedom of another 
people. 


Part II 
Citizens and organizations in socialist society 


Chapter I 
Basic rights and duties of citizens 


Article 20 

(1) All citizens of the German Democratic Republic, irrespective of 
nationality, race, world outlook, religious faith, social origin or position 
in society, shall have the same rights and duties. Freedom of conscience 
and of belief are guaranteed. All citizens are equal before the law. 

(2) Men and women have equal rights and have the same legal status in 
all spheres of social, state and personal life. The promotion of women, 
particularly with regard to professional training, is a duty binding on 
society and the state. 

(8) Young people shall receive special advancement in their social and 
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professional development. They shall have every opportunity for 
responsible participation in developing socialist society. 


Article 23 

(1) The citizens of the German Democratic Republic shall have the right, 
and shall be in honour bound, to defend peace and their socialist 
homeland and its achievements. Every citizen shall have the obligation 
to serve, and to make a contribution to, the defence of the German 
Democratic Republic, in accordance with the provisions of the law. 

(2) No citizen shall participate in acts of war serving to oppress a people 
or in the preparation of such acts. 

(3) The German Democratic Republic shall have the power to grant 
asylum to citizens of other states or stateless persons if they are per- 
secuted for their political, scientific or cultural activities in defence of 
peace, democracy and the interests of the working people, or because of 
their participation in the social and national liberation struggles. 


German text in: Gesetzblatt der DDR, Part I, 1974, No. 47, pp. 435, 438—440. 


Statement made by GDR representative Dr Gottfried Les- 
sing in the Fourth Committee of the XXIX session of the 
UN General Assembly, concerning the territories under 
Portuguese domination 


11 October 1974 


The basic attitude of the German Democratic Republic towards the 
problems of colonialism, neo-colonialism, racism and apartheid is well 
known. As a socialist country acting in unison with its fraternal allies 
we condemn all forms of exploitation and consider colonialism and its 
various manifestations to be a crime. The oppression of peoples con- 
travenes not only the Charter of the United Nations but also the gen- 
erally accepted principles of human rights and the legitimate right of 
all peoples to independence and self-determination. 

Although various international questions remain unsolved and some 
hotbeds of tension continue to threaten international peace and security, 
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the main trend at this stage of international developments is the trend 
towards détente and the settlement of conflicts by political means, This 
situation facilitates the struggle for independence and freedom. The 
remnants of colonialism in all its forms and manifestations are therefore 
particularly anachronistic and repugnant. 

For all these reasons the German Democratic Republic will always 
oppose colonialism as it has done in the past. There can be no reconcilia- 
tion between colonialism and the peoples held in bondage. The GDR 
has therefore extended political, moral and material support to all 
peoples struggling for independence and self-determination. As far as 
the African continent is concerned, it has done so through the agency 
of the liberation movements recognized by the Organization of African 
Unity. This also applies to the liberation movements of the territories 
under Portuguese domination. ; 

As a logical consequence of its anti-colonialist stand the German Dem- 
ocratic Republic has always supported Resolution 1514 (XV) and, at the 
XXVIII session of the General Assembly, co-sponsored Resolution 3113 
(XXVIII) concerning the question of territories under Portuguese 
administration. 

Since then, the courageous and successful political and armed struggle 
of the people in the Portuguese colonies and the valiant actions of 
Portuguese democratic forces, including those within the army, has led 
to the overthrow of the fascist régime in Portugal. As is well known, 
the new provisional Government of Portugal, in a number of solemn 
statements and declarations, has since expressed its preparedness to 
grant independence and self-determination to the people in its colonies 
and to abide by the Charter of the United Nations, by Resolution 1514 
(XV) and by all subsequent relevant resolutions of the United Nations. 
The German Democratic Republic welcomes this development. In the 
intervening period successful negotiations have been conducted between 
the new Portuguese Government and Guinea-Bissau as well as with its 
party, the PAIGC, and diplomatic relations have been established be- 
tween the contracting parties as to what further steps should be taken 
to complete the decolonization of the Cape Verde Islands. The state of 
Guinea-Bissau has meanwhile become a member of the United Nations. 
My country welcomes this development and values it as a very important 
step towards fulfilling the pledges of the new Portuguese Government, 
and also as a fact of historic importance since Guinea-Bissau is the first 
of the former Portuguese territories to succeed in defeating a savage 
colonialist regime of 500 years’ standing. 

The German Democratic Republic is particularly pleased with this 
success of our good friends of the PAIGC, the party of Guinea-Bissau 
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and the Cape Verde Islands with whom my country, like our socialist 
friends and allies, has for many years maintained very close ties, whose 
representatives, the unforgettable Amilcar Cabral himself and many 
others, often visited our country; a party which we have supported in 
its courageous struggle against colonialism and aggression. The German 
Democratic Republic was among the first countries to recognize this 
young independent state and was also one of those members of the 
United Nations that helped it in attaining membership of the UN. 

The experience of the people of Guinea-Bissau has proved once again 
that courage, unity and perseverance and the correct use of political 
action and—when necessary—of armed struggle are the means to achieve 
ultimate success in the battle against colonialism. Their armed struggle, 
together with that of the people of Mozambique and Angola, has been 
instrumental in bringing about the overthrow of fascism in Portugal and 
thus in creating the preconditions for changes in Portugal’s colonial 
policy paving the way for negotiations. 

At this point I wish to place on record the deep regret of my delegation 
over the fact that the serious and responsible debate in this Committee 
has been misused to slander the Soviet Union, a country which, as is 
generally recognized, especially by the liberation movements, has 
rendered them valuable assistance in their struggle against colonialism, 
racism and apartheid, a country that sponsored the well known Resolu- 
tion 1514 (XV), thereby initiating the consideration of the problems of 
decolonization by the United Nations. 

Similarly, the German Democratic Republic warmly welcomes the suc- 
cessful conclusion of the Lusaka agreement signed between Portugal 
and FRELIMO on 7 September 1974, an agreement which has led to the 
formation of a joint provisional Government in Mozambique and the 
fixing of 25 June 1975—the anniversary of the founding of FRELIMO— 
for the proclamation of Mozambique’s complete independence. 

My delegation congratulates the people of Mozambique on this success 
achieved under the stewardship of FRELIMO, with which my country 
has maintained very friendly ties and which it has afforded some 
assistance in—and allow me to quote FRELIMO’s President Samora 
Machel—“its tough struggle for national liberation, in political and armed 
struggle, in clandestine struggle’—words he used in his message on the 
occasion of the investiture of a caretaker Government in Mozambique. 
The outward sign of my country’s appreciation of this great success 
achieved by the people of Mozambique under the leadership of FRE- 
LIMO was the sending to Lourenco Marques of GDR representatives to 
mark this memorable occasion. 

My delegation was most interested to hear the report of Mr Sharfudine 
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Khan, the observer of FRELIMO at the United Nations, in which he 
confirmed that the Portuguese Government had fully abided by the 
Lusaka agreement and loyally cooperated with FRELIMO in failing the 
attempts of fascist elements in Mozambique which tried to establish a 
white settlers’ régime there. 

In this context I would like to mention the work done by the Commis- 
sion of Inquiry to investigate the massacres perpetrated by the Por- 
tuguese colonialists in Mozambique. We hope that its findings will once 
more furnish evidence to the world what crimes can be committed by 
colonialism and, in particular, what crimes were perpetrated by the now 
overthrown fascist Portuguese régime. 

As regards the question whether or not those responsible for the crimes 
committed in Mozambique should be prosecuted and brought to justice, 
we feel that they should. We feel this is a question that falls within the 
competence of FRELIMO and the new Portuguese Government and, in 
the near future, will fall within the competence of the Government of 
the independent state of Mozambique. 

Please allow me to quote once again from the President of FRELIMO. 
He said: “We wish to reaffirm the friendship which unites us with the 
Portuguese people, and in particular. with the Portuguese democratic 
forces, a friendship forged in the common struggle against the colonial 
fascist régime. That common struggle continues.” “We are faced with the 
tremendous challenge of a unique historical situation—the simultaneous 
liberation of two peoples through a common victory over fascism and 
colonialism. Neither of us liberated the other, it was mutual liberation 
through a parallel struggle which must take on new scope in the 
future.” 

My delegation is sure that guided by such a spirit both sides will know 
quite well what to do with the criminals concerned. 

My delegation sincerely hopes that rapid progress will be made in 
strengthening the independence and territorial integrity of Mozambique 
and that the GDR, together with many other countries, will be able to 
send another delegation to Lourenco Marques on 25 June 1975 to 
participate in the celebrations that will mark the achievement of full 
independence by that state. We also sincerely hope that we will be able 
to welcome Mozambique as a member of the United Nations at the 
XXX session of the General Assembly. 

Unfortunately, progress has been rather slow in Angola and the other 
remaining Portuguese colonies. My delegation would like to express the 
hope and expectation that the Provisional Government of Portugal will 
expedite the fulfilment of its pledges and, above all, enter shortly into 
negotiations with the legitimate representatives of Angola, the liberation 
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movements recognized by the OAU, and the legitimate representatives 
of the other remaining territories under Portuguese domination. That 
would be in harmony with the important principle stated in this Com- 
mittee on 1 October by the distinguished delegate of Portugal, Mr An- 
tonio Lopes da Fonseca—and I quote, “Indeed, democracy and colonialism 
are antagonistic expressions. It is the conviction of the new Portuguese 
Government that decolonization is an essential part of the process of 
democratization of Portugal”. My delegation feels that a speedy 
continuation of the decolonization process can therefore be expected. 
Let me please raise a point that several distinguished delegates have 
already mentioned. I am referring to the continued existence of racist 
régimes in southern Africa and particularly the cruel apartheid régime 
in the Republic of South Africa. My delegation fully agrees with 
Mr William Eteki Mboumoua, the Secretary-General of the OAU, who 
told this Committee on 1 October that the question of apartheid was not 
only a humanitarian issue or a simple matter of recognizing human 
rights, but a problem of national liberation and decolonization. That 
would be reason enough to speak about apartheid in this Committee 
and to inform the delegates about the views of the German Democratic 
Republic in regard to this hateful régime and about the help and 
assistance my country has given to the liberation movement in southern 
Africa and to the Special Committee on Apartheid, for example, when 
it met for a session in Berlin, capital of the GDR, in May of this year. 
But it is my intention to make some remarks about the interrelationship 
between the decolonization process in the Portuguese colonies and the 
racial régimes in southern Africa, especially the apartheid régime. 
Of course, the march to freedom of the peoples of the Portuguese colonies 
will favourably affect the struggle for liberation in the whole of southern 
Africa. But I would like to substantiate the contention that these racial 
régimes not only look with utmost misgivings upon the decolonization 
process going on in their neighbouring countries but that there exist, 
besides those well-known economic interests of multinational corpora- 
tions and of some Western powers, also very substantial economic inter- 
ests of the South African apartheid régime and of South African 
corporations in Mozambique and especially in Angola. 

The following examples of south African economic interests should 

substantiate that contention: 

1. In the area of Cassinga in Angola the Companhia Mineiro do Lobito 
discovered iron ore deposits of a magnitude of one million tons as 
well as diamonds, copper, manganese, gold and phosphates. These 
natural resources belonging to the people of Angola are being ex- 
ploited by an international syndicate involving the Union Corpora- 
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tion, South Africa, and the Industrial Development Corporation, 
South Africa. 

2. A company for prospecting under the name of Companhia Mineira 
Cunene was formed in Cunene in Angola. 51 per cent of its capital 
belongs to the Johannesburg Consolidated Investment Co. 

3. Petrangol, the most important oil producing and prospecting company 
operating in Angola with a capital of $ 900 million closely cooperates 
with the following South African companies: 

General Mining 

Anglo-American, Johannesburg 

de Beers 

Johannesburg Consolidated Investments. 

Suffice it to give these examples to make the point. 

For all these reasons the racist régimes will undoubtedly try to prevent 

any true and genuine independence and, above all, any progressive 

development that would run counter to their interests. 

Therefore, my delegation sincerely hopes that this Committee and other 

Committees will intensify their deliberations on the way in which the 

United Nations can most effectively assist in the struggle of the peoples 

of South Africa, Zimbabwe and Namibia for their independence and 

freedom. 

Allow me, on behalf of my delegation, to express the hope that the 

legitimate representatives of the peoples of the Portuguese colonies and 

the new democratic Government of Portugal will speedily and jointly 
complete the process of decolonization because that will be the best way 
to foil any evil intentions of the racist régimes. 

Before closing my remarks let me assure you that the German Demo- 

cratic Republic will continue to support the liberation movements 

concerned, and that it is also prepared, in line with its possibilities, to 
cooperate with the newly independent states in strengthening their 
independence and furthering their development. 


Archives of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the GDR. 
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Declaration by the Solidarity Committee of the GDR on the 
occasion of the Day of Solidarity with the Political Prisoners 
in South Africa 


11 October 1974 


On the Day of Solidarity with the Political Prisoners in South Africa, 
the Solidarity Committee of the GDR reaffirms its feelings of brother- 
hood with all those fighting courageously against the criminal apartheid 
policy. 

Thousands of South African patriots are languishing in concentration 
camps and prisons because of their fearless struggle against national 
oppression and colonial exploitation, against the inhuman policy of 
apartheid. People of different colour and social background, among 
them such outstanding leaders as Nelson Mandela, Walter Sisulu, Govan 
Mbeki, Ahmed Kathrada. Billy Nair and Bram Fischer, have been kept 
imprisoned and subjected to cruel tortures for decades. These patriots, 
members of the African National Congress of South Africa, are true 
representatives of their people. 

The apartheid policy, which denies all principles of international law, 
and the crimes against humanity committed every day by the South 
African racist regime are denounced by the whole of world opinion. The 
Security Council as well as the General Assembly of the United Nations 
repeatedly passed resolution strongly condemning these hideous crimes. 
In spite of this world-wide movement of protest, which will continue to 
gather momentum in the course of the Decade of Action to Combat 
Racism and Racial Discrimination, the fascist rulers in South Africa are 
stepping up their reign of terror. In doing so, they receive massive 
political, economic and military support from the imperialist powers, in 
particular from the NATO states. Disregarding UN resolutions, the 
imperialism of the USA and the FRG in particular support the Vorster 
regime in order to build up South Africa into a stronghold designed to 
prevent national independence and social progress in the South of the 
African continent. 

We strongly condemn this collusion between imperialist states and the 
rulers of South Africa, which is aimed at halting the irresistible advance 
of the national liberation movement in this area. 

In accordance with the Government and the whole people of the German 
Democratic Republic, the Solidarity Committee declares its full support 
for the UN resolutions condemning the policy of apartheid and demand- 
ing a total boycott of South Africa. 
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From the beginning, the GDR has, as a member of the community of 
socialist states, extended full solidarity and support to the just struggle 
of the oppressed people of South Africa for human dignity, freedom and 
social progress. We shall continue to do all in our power to support the 
just struggle of the patriots in Southern Africa. 

We demand the immediate and unconditional release of all political 
prisoners in South Africa! 

We assure all those fighting against the policy of apartheid of our full 
solidarity! 


GDR Solidarity Committee Archives. 


Speech given by the GDR representative Ambassador 
Dr Gerhard Herder in the Special Political Committee of 
the XXIX session of the UN General Assembly, concerning 
the South African Goverment’s policy of apartheid 


16 October 1974 


The UN and its organizations have been dealing for decades with the 
policies of apartheid. The resolutions adopted by the XXVIII session of 
the UN General Assembly emphasized that apartheid is a crime against 
humanity. They stressed the right of the people of South Africa to 
employ all necessary means to win their freedom. We consider of 
particular importance the call issued to all countries still maintaining 
relations with South Africa to recall their military attachées and to close 
down their commercial agencies there. The stipulation that absolutely 
no credits for trade or guarantees for investments should be afforded to 
South Africa is also an important weapon in the fight against apartheid. 

The XXVIII session of the UN General Assembly clearly established the 
principle that the legitimate representatives of the people of South 
Africa are the liberation movements recognized by the OAU. The 
Pretoria régime has no right to speak in the name of the people of South 
Africa. The withdrawal of full rights from the representatives of the 
racist régime and the decision of the session that the Security Council 
should review relations between the UN and South Africa are important 
practical conclusions. These decisions and the admission of Guinea- 
Bissau should be seen as an important contribution by this session to the 


376 


struggle to eliminate the remnants of colonialism and racism from the 
African continent. 

Our delegation extends its greetings to the representatives of the na- 
tional liberation movements here present. Their statements on the 
situation in South Africa impressed us tremendously. 

We are very pleased that, since the last session of the General Assembly, 
the anti-apartheid movement has grown both in Africa and throughout 
the world. International solidarity with the people’s struggles in South 
Africa has demonstrably increased, in great part due to the work of 
the UN Anti-Apartheid Committee, led by its Chairman, Ambassador 
Ogbu. We saw how effective this committee is at the meeting in Berlin, 
the capital of the GDR, in May this year. Ambassador Ogbu has already 
spoken, in his statement on the special committee’s report, of how 
useful the exchange of views was at the Berlin meeting with organiza- 
tions from the socialist countries. We would like to echo his sentiments. 
The enthusiastic participation by the people of our republic is an expres- 
sion of our solidarity with the people of South Africa. We are very 
pleased that the Berlin meeting has given fresh impetus to the peoples’ 
struggle against apartheid and racial discrimination. 

Despite world-wide protests, the racist régime is stepping up its reign 
of terror. The well-documented report before us from the UN Special 
Committee provides ample proof of this (see document A/9622). Obviously, 
the successes of the liberation movements in Guinea-Bissau, Mozam- 
bique and Angola are inspiring fear and terror in the leaders of the 
racist régime. They are still under the dangerous illusion that by 
increasing the brutal oppression of the population they will be able to 
prevent their own rule being overthrown. Witness the recent reports of 
a wave of arrests of members of the South African Students’ Organiza- 
tion and the Black People’s Convention. At the same time, the leaders of 
the racist régime of South Africa are plotting with the reactionary 
forces in Southern Rhodesia, Mozambique and Angola. The goal they are 
pursuing is that of preventing these countries from developing in a 
democratic, independent direction. Namibia has been annexed and the 
policies of apartheid have, thereby, been extended to cover a country 
placed under a UN mandate. The delegation of the GDR reserves the 
right to make clear its position in more detail when dealing with 
point 65. 

The delegation of the GDR expresses its complete solidarity with the 
views expressed here that efforts must be stepped up to put an end 
to the policies of apartheid and to the constant threat to peace in South 
Africa which they represent. We have not the slightest doubt that we 
shall succeed in this struggle. As the examples of Portugal and Greece 
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show, reactionary régimes have no future, be they in South Africa or 
Chile. In a world where the trend towards détente is becoming ever 
more dominant and where the peoples’ struggles for peace and inter- 
national security are, as everyone is aware, taking on greater dimensions, 
fascism, racism, colonialism and neo-colonialism have less chance than 
ever of surviving, 

As the material we have before us shows, certain countries are still 
violating resolutions passed by the UN General Assembly against 
colonialism, racism and apartheid. It was, for example, stated in docu- 
ment A/AC 115/CRP 8, dated 5 August 1974, that the Special Committee 
is disappointed at the conduct of South Africa’s major trading partners. 
The latter must share the responsibility for the worsening of the 
situation in South Africa and for the harsh sacrifices imposed on the 
people of South Africa. The continuation of arms deliveries to South 
Africa must be considered particularly grave because the NATO 
countries concerned are thereby directly providing the régime with the 
means of implementing its oppressive policies. 

We welcome the upsurge in activity by democratic forces and hu- 
manistic public figures against military support for the régime in South 
Africa. 

The delegation of the GDR supports the UN’s plans to investigate the 
activities of the international monopolies with regard to South Africa. 
The VI special session of the UN General Assembly has revealed new 
facts about the way the international monopolies are strengthening 
their position in South Africa. It is no secret that those benefiting from 
trade with South Africa are the world’s biggest monopolies, which are 
almost all involved with South African businesses and extract the 
highest rate of profit in the world from the exploitation of the African 
peoples. 

The US economics magazine Fortune stated in July 1972 that the US 
monopolies and banks have a total of 900 million dollars invested in 
South Africa and pointed out that 292 US companies have subsidiaries 
or branches in South Africa. In its edition of 6 March 1973, the FRG 
periodical Rheinischer Merkur mentioned that there are about 400 sub- 
sidiaries of FRG firms there. 

In an attempt to justify their large volume of trade and economic co- 
operation with South Africa, these countries’ politicians often claim that 
business and politics are two completely unrelated things. No one, 
however, can have any doubt that, were it not for the support it receives 
from cooperation with the international monopolies, the Pretoria régime 
would have long since collapsed. 

In considering this, we would like to underline a statement we made to 


378 


this committee last year, namely that, in the final analysis, the Govern- 
ments of the various countries are the ones responsible for seeing that 
their citizens and firms observe the principles of the UN Charter. 
In view of the continuing reign of terror being practised by the racist 
régime, we should attach great importance to the statement in resolu- 
tion 3151 (XXVIII) that apartheid is a crime against humanity and that 
the people of South Africa are, therefore, justified in employing all 
means, including armed struggle, in fighting for their liberation. Any 
restrictions placed on this right objectively contribute, under the given 
circumstances, to prolonging the rule of the colonialists and racists. 
Is it not both obvious and logical that the racist régime’s forcible oppres- 
sion of the South African people leaves the latter no other way of 
defending their lives and rights? Such a struggle is both necessary and 
successful, and this has been shown by the great transformations that 
have taken place in the former Portuguese colonies, which have made 
possible agreements such as that signed recently in Lusaka. 
Consistent solidarity with the peoples fighting for their liberation is a 
basic principle of the GDR’s foreign policy. In keeping with this, the 
GDR maintains no relations whatsoever with the racist régime in South 
Africa, and was, on 22 May 1974, one of the first countries to ratify the 
Convention on the Suppression and Punishment of the Crime of 
Apartheid. 
In so doing, it was guided by the idea that by assuming specific responsi- 
bilities under international law regarding the prosecution and punish- 
ment of the crime of apartheid the individual countries help make clear 
to the representatives of the racist régime the despicable nature and the 
consequences of their actions. Our delegation is convinced that it would 
be of great advantage if all countries were to accede to this Convention 
and thereby furnish proof of their readiness to give support in deed as 
well as in word, to the struggle against apartheid. 

In conformity with the resolutions of the United Nations, the GDR will 

carry on providing political, moral and material support to those fighting 

against apartheid: 

1. The GDR advocates the consistent and complete implementation of 
the resolutions passed by the UN against racism, racial discrimina- 
tion and apartheid. It also’ supports the implementation of the 
General Assembly’s recommendation, in accordance with Article 7 of 
the UN Charter, that countries should apply sanctions against South 
Africa. We expect the Security Council to take the decisions required 
in view of South Africa’s decades-long gross violation of its duties 
as a member of the UN. 

2. The GDR will continue, as always, to extend its solidarity to the 
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peoples of Africa fighting against the policies of apartheid, and to 
the national liberation movements, in the form of political, moral 
and material aid. 

We shall play an active part in preparing and carrying through the 
world conference on combatting racial discrimination. In the GDR, 
a comprehensive programme has already been drawn up to back up 
the Decade of Action to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination. 
It includes the publication, in the course of the Decade, of the results 
of scientific investigations into the role of the multinationals in 
maintaining the system of racial discrimination in southern Africa. 
In addition, a documentary film is going to be made on apartheid and 
there is to be an international specialists’ conference on racism and 
racial discrimination. 

My delegation supports the proposal by the Anti-Apartheid Com- 
mittee (A/9622 p. 62) that in 1975 the UN should organize an inter- 
national campaign for an arms embargo on South Africa, for the 
release of political prisoners there and against the cooperation by 
the banks and international monopolies with the South African 
régime. 

On the questions of the economic sanctions to be taken against South 
Africa, my delegation is of the opinion that it is necessary to demand 
of the international monopolies and banks not only that they withhold 
credit and investment from South Africa, but that they withdraw 
all the investments and credits they have already provided. 


We are convinced there are still great untapped reserves which can be 
mobilized for the struggle against colonialism. My delegation is fully 
confident that, despite the bitter opposition of the inhuman racist 
régime, peace and human rights can also be secured for the people of 
South Africa. 


German text in: Archives of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the GDR. 
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From the speech given by the Deputy Minister of Foreign 
Affairs of the GDR, Ewald Moldt, at the 18th General Con- 
ference of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and 
Cultural Organization (UNESCO) 


22 October 1974 


These are great successes for the national liberation movement—this is 
how we assess the admission of Guinea-Bissau into our organization 
and the unanimous consent of our General Conference to participation 
by Namibia and Papua New Guinea. 

The period between the XVII and the XVIII General Conferences of 
UNESCO was marked by a great many events affecting the lives of all 
the peoples of the World. It has been characterized by a further extension 
of international détente, which, despite opposition, has become the 
dominant trend in international relations. The positive changes in 
favour of peace and international security have already brought visible 
benefits to all peoples. Numerous agreements have strengthened the 
status of the principles of peaceful coexistence as the basis for relations 
between countries with differing social systems. 

All of us in the last third of this century are witnessing a unique 
scientific and technological revolution and a related transformation in 
the field of education and culture. The peoples of the world, for centuries 
cut off from each other by their geographical position, by quarrels and 
wars, now have undreamt-of opportunities for fashioning lives of well- 
being and happiness through peaceful cooperation. Nevertheless, we 
cannot overlook the fact that, in many parts of the world, people have 
experienced scarcely any improvement in their own lives from the giant 
strides science and technology have been taking. This blatant contradic- 
tion between the possibility of achieving real progress for the whole of 
humanity on the one hand, and reality on the other, is in the last 
analysis of a political nature. 

Our experience of two years’ work in UNESCO has strengthened our 
conviction that this organization fulfils its mission best by orientating 
itself towards the great political, social and economic movements of our 
times. The GDR, therefore, encourages all endeavours by UNESCO 
aimed at strengthening international security and peaceful cooperation, 
and at eliminating all forms of colonialism and racism, in fulfilment of 
the principles of the UN Charter. 


The GDR has always held to the opinion that international détente and 
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the complete elimination of colonial and racist oppression are two 
elements which condition each other. This attitude is in agreement with 
that expressed in Resolution 10.1 at the XVII General Conference, and 
also with other important statements such as the Political Declaration 
of the IV Conference of non-aligned states in Algiers. 

We also greatly appreciate the growing role being played by the non- 
aligned states of Asia, Africa and Latin America in eliminating sources 
of international tension, in strengthening international security and in 
seeing that the peoples’ right to self-determination is implemented 
throughout the world. It gives us great satisfaction that our traditional 
friendly relations with these countries are continuing to deepen. 

The UN Anti-Apartheid Committee’s meeting in Berlin, the capital of 
the GDR, in May this year was a demonstration of solidarity by the 
peoples and countries of the socialist community with the peoples 
fighting for their freedom. It also gave fresh impetus to the struggle 
against the shameful apartheid policies being pursued in southern 
Africa. 

Special consideration as regards the work of our organization should 
go to the measures and projects, outlined in the General Director’s 
report, on implementing the resolution on “UNESCO’s contribution to 
peace and its tasks in helping eliminate colonialism and racism”. The 
basic principles formulated in this resolution should serve as guidelines 
for all the various activities detailed in the draft programme 18 C/5 and 
for further work on document C/4. 

By investigating the deleterious effects of neo-colonialist infiltration 
in areas such as education, science, culture and the media, and by 
resolutely opposing the policies pursued by the international monopolies 
in search of profits, UNESCO could make a valuable contribution to 
safeguarding the sovereignty of the countries affected. Such action would 
also help implement the decisions contained in the documents passed at 
the VI special session of the UN. 

The GDR fully backs UNESCO’s decision to step up its aid to the de- 
veloping countries striving to overcome the consequences of colonial 
oppression. For its own part, the GDR renders systematic support in 
training aspiring scientists, skilled workers, engineers and all kinds of 
specialists in the developing countries. Between 1965 and 1973 about 
2,400 GDR experts went to work in the developing countries, and about 
6,400 citizens from those countries received further or higher education 
in the GDR. 


German text in: Aussenpolitische Korrespondenz, No. 45, 6 November 1974, 
pp. 347, 349. 
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Statement made by GDR representative Dr Gottfried Les- 
sing in the Fourth Committee of the XXIX session of the 
UN General Assembly, concerning Southern Rhodesia 


25 October 1974 


As several speakers have already pointed out it will soon be nine years 
since a handful of people unilaterally declared the independence of a 
whole country, populated by almost 6 million people whom they by no 
means represented and against- whose interests they obviously acted. 
Since then, and even more than before, world public opinion and the 
members of the United Nations have had to spend much time on delibera- 
tions, on taking decisions and actions in an endeavour to settle this 
question which is known to all of us as the question of Southern 
Rhodesia. 

Allow me, please, to ponder just a little on this particular name. As we 
all know, this country was named after Cecil Rhodes, Prime Minister 
of what was then the Cape Province, whose seat was in Cape Town. 
It was this illustrious gentleman who several years before the turn of 
the century dispatched a mottled band of roughly 600 men, mercenaries 
in his service, who were officially called “the Pioneers’, to conquer 
this land that was henceforth named after him “Rhodesia”. 

My delegation prefers, however, to call this country Zimbabwe accord- 
ing to the wishes of its inhabitants, its true owners, our African friends 
in that territory. 

It is not my intention to relate the whole history of Zimbabwe and to 
describe the cruel suppression of a freedom-loving people, who have 
fought already in the late nineties of the last century bloody wars of 
liberation that have wrongly gone down in official history as the Mat- 
abele and the Mashona rebellion, but let me just mention one fact: 
The column of so-called Pioneers were hired to march to a certain 
predetermined hill and to hoist there ceremoniously the Union Jack 
and proclaim that land to be a colony. Hoist and proclaim they did but 
they stopped their intrusion at the wrong hill, many miles away from the 
prearranged one, as they could no longer control their greed to grab 
land and gold and they wanted to disperse to do so. And so the capital 
of that, as yet, unfortunate country found an unintended location. 

Now this insatiable greed that made these mercenaries and butchers of 
many thousand Africans terminate their march of conquest earlier than 
planned has ever since been the guiding spirit of the white settlers in 
Zimbabwe. 
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Similar thoughts have been expressed by the Roman Catholic Bishop of 
Umtali, the border town between Zimbabwe and Mozambique, the Most 
Rev. Donal Raymond Lamont on 2 October 1974 in Rome, as was 
already mentioned in this debate, when he called this racist regime 
“a political absurdity—a state without a nation”. 

In view of the excellent Working Paper, document A/9623/Add. 2, pre- 
pared by the Secretariat, and the information given to this Committee 
by the representatives of ZAPU and ZANU and other delegates on con- 
ditions in Zimbabwe, on the repressive policy and measures taken by 
the illegal racist régime to further imprison, persecute and murder 
Zimbabweans who did nothing but to fight legitimately for the inde- 
pendence and freedom of their country, there is no need for further 
details. 

The racist régime, this “political absurdity’, is increasing its oppression, 
its military and police force; it terrorizes the African population partic- 
ularly in those areas where the armed liberation struggle is strongest 
or potentially strong. Reports are growing that this régime is also 
attracting mercenaries from abroad undoubtedly to try to quell the 
liberation struggle within the country but also perhaps, as it has done in 
the past, to meddle in the affairs of its neighbour Mozambique or to 
commit acts of aggression against Zambia or to abduct people from 
Botswana, as it has repeatedly done, and also only a few days ago. On 
behalf of my delegation I would also like to protest against this latest 
instance of piratical action. 

The Smith régime is obtaining ever-increasing help from the apartheid 
régime of South Africa. In other words, this régime has not altered its 
views and intentions; it has not realized that it is, historically speaking, 
an outlived system, and one of the very last bastions of colonialism, not 
only in southern Africa, but in the whole world. 

My country, the German Democratic Republic, has scrupulously abided 
by the resolutions of the United Nations. Many years ago it broke off 
what trade relations it had with that territory and has never entertained 
any political or consular relations with that territory. Likewise, the GDR 
has always abided by the decisions of the Security Council to apply 
sanctions against Southern Rhodesia. My country also broke off all 
postal communications and all telecommunications with that state. 
Instead of this, the GDR has for many years supported the liberation 
movements of Zimbabwe morally, politically and materially and will 
continue to do so. 

My country is prepared to join any other action that the United Nations 
and in particular its Security Council will decide to help the people of 
Zimbabwe gain their independence and freedom from the greed of that 
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“political absurdity”, that cruel racist régime of Mr Smith and his 

henchmen. 

There is enough evidence to prove that this régime can continue to 

oppress the people of Zimbabwe for three main reasons: 

1. The administering power, the Government of the United Kingdom 

of Great Britain and Northern Ireland—although its distinguished 
permanent representative, in contrast to previous years, avas the first 
speaker on this subject in our Committee—again reiterated the. con- 
tention that his country was powerless to do anything within Zim- 
babwe or, and I quote, “As is well known, while the United Kingdom 
Government is the sole legal administering authority for the ter- 
ritory, the retraints imposed by the existing situation are such that 
our legal powers cannot be exercised. Britain has indeed never 
actually administered Rhodesia directly; we have certainly been in 
no position to do so since the illegal declaration of independence.” 
The representative of the United Kingdom further stated, and I quote: 
“Representative leaders of African and European Rhodesians must 
themselves agree on solutions; and I should perhaps comment that 
we do not accept that any one individual party or grouping exclu- 
sively represents African or European opinion in Rhodesia” and 
continued that the time for a Constitutional Conference to be called 
by the Government of the United Kingdom had not yet come and 
that in addition such conference would not be acceptable without the 
participation of Smith. 
But why? His participation would be neither useful nor desirable 
because his regime would through its terroristic and racial policy 
prevent the working out of an anti-racial and democratic Constitu- 
tion. Apart from that we would like to remind this Committee of 
the fact that the majority of the members of the United Nations, 
including my country, recognize the liberation movements of Zim- 
babwe as the only legitimate representatives of its people. 

2. Economic interests of Western powers, particularly of those which 
are members of NATO, continue to support the Smith régime. Trade 
continues, investments continue; sanctions are piously agreed to, but 
overtly or clandestinely not observed. Perhaps some trade is taking 
more devious routes, but there exists sufficient proof that aircraft, 
industrial equipment, means of transport and, above all, arms are 
reaching Zimbabwe, and that the riches of that country are finding 
their way to their customers in the Western world. 

3. The interest of South Africa in the maintenance of the Smith régime 
is increasing. For obvious reasons: as the decolonization process is 
progressing in the Portuguese-administered territories, particularly 
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in southern Africa, the strategic interests in maintaining its sister 
system in Zimbabwe is increasing for the sake of its own survival; 
and particularly in view of its growing isolation in the world and in 
the United Nations as the vote in the General Assembly concerning 
South Africa and the current debate in the Security Council on the 
same subject show only too clearly. 
But South Africa’s economic interests in Zimbabwe are also growing as 
paragraph 177 of the Secretariat’s working paper clearly shows, and 
I quote: “... it appears that the most significant development in the 
mining field was the decision by the Johannesburg Consolidated In- 
vestment Company, Ltd of South Africa (JCI) to proceed with the devel- 
opment of a nickel and copper mine at Shanganj at a cost of $R 17 mil- 
lion, and the related decision of the Rhodesian Nickel Corporation, Ltd 
(RHONICK), a subsidiary of the Anglo-American Corporation of South 
Africa, to expand its nickel smelter at Bindura at a cost of $R 7 million. 
The Shangani mine, located in Matabeleland, is scheduled to start pro- 
duction in the second half of 1975, and, according to Mr Ian Dillon, 
“Minister of Mines”, is expected to have “a tremendous impact” on the 
Territory’s economy”. South Africa has therefore also substantial eco- 
nomic interests in the maintenance of such a profitable status quo. 
Those three factors which I have outlined are the chief reasons why this 
racial régime can still continue its cruel oppression and defy world 
public opinion. 
By the way allow me to express my delegation’s deep regret that this 
serious and responsible debate has once again been misued to slander the 
Soviet Union, and to add that verbosity does not enhance the credibility 
of slanderers. 
Now to return to the question of Zimbabwe. The delegation of the 
German Democratic Republic feels that the maximum of assistance 
should in the first place be given to the liberation movements of Zim- 
babwe which are recognized by the OAU, as they alone represent the 
people of Zimbabwe and are carrying on a just struggle, including a 
legitimate armed struggle against the racial régime in their country. 
Furthermore, my delegation supports the resolutions adopted by the 
Special Committee, contained in document A/9623/Add. 2, namely Reso- 
lution A/AC 109/443 and 444 and particularly those sections which: call 
in detail upon the Government of the United Kingdom to live up to its 
responsibility as the administering power and specifically 
“to bring about the conditions necessary to enable the people of Zim- 
babwe to exercise freely and fully their right to self-determination and 
independence” 
to convene “a national constitutional conference where the genuine 
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political representatives of the people of Zimbabwe, including the na- 
tional liberation movements, would be able to work out a settlement 
relating to the future of the Territory for subsequent endorsement by 
the people through free and democratic processes”. 

In addition my delegation is of the opinion that the Special Committee’s 
recommendations and requests to the Security Council should be sup- 
ported. In particular my delegation would like to underline the need 
to impose sanctions against South Africa for its persistent refusal to 
carry out the mandatory decisions of the Security Council. 

Allow me in conclusion to reiterate the German Democratic Republic’s 
willingness and intention to render assistance to the liberation move- 
ments of Zimbabwe and to abide fully by the decisions of the United 
Nations and in particular of its Security Council regarding that country. 


Archives of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the GDR. 


Statement made by GDR representative Dr Gottfried Les- 
sing in the Fourth Committee of the XXIX session of the 
UN General Assembly, concerning Namibia 


4 November 1974 


Since its foundation the United Nations has been compelled to deal with 
the problems concerning Namibia. Great efforts have been undertaken 
to clearly determine the legal status of that unfortunate country, to 
reaffirm the complete and utter illegality of its occupation by the South 
African apartheid régime and to adopt a number of very important 
resolutions of the General Assembly as well as of the Security Council. 
No efforts have been spared to urge and persuade the apartheid régime 
of Pretoria to withdraw immediately from that country. But as we all 
know, the impact of these efforts on that régime has been absolutely 
negative. 

Some very important decisions on, and clarifications of, the position of 
Namibia and concerning that country have been taken by the various 
organs of the United Nations. My delegation is of the opinion that the 
most outstanding and important of these decisions are the confirmation 
of the illegality of South Africa’s occupation of Namibia, its condemna- 
tion, the recognition of SWAPO as the only authentic representative of 
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the people of Namibia, the Security Council’s application of sanctions, 
and the statements, reaffirmations, requests and demands of Resolu- 
tion 3111 (XXVIII), which was also supported by my delegation. 

I would like to reaffirm that the German Democratic Republic has 
always abided by the decisions, demands and requests of the various 
organs of the United Nations, including the decisions of the Security 
Council concerning Namibia and South Africa. My country has no 
diplomatic, consular or trade relations with South Africa and has never 
entertained nor does it entertain any representation whatsoever in 
Namibia. Any such representation would have been completely in- 
consistent with the foreign policy of the German Democratic Republic 
which, like that of its socialist friends and allies, is aimed at strengthen- 
ing peace, encouraging détente on an international scale and—and this is 
to us a logical and significant part of that policy at-fighting uncompro- 
misingly against imperialism, colonialism and racism in all their forms 
and manifestations. 

Needless to say, there are no economic interests in the GDR to trade 
with South Africa or Namibia or participate in any form in the exploita- 
tion of the natural resources of either of these countries. On the contrary, 
my country welcomed the Declaration of the Sixth Special Session of 
the General Assembly and its reaffirmation of the principle that the 
natural resources of each country belong to its people. We equally 
welcome the decree on the natural resources of Namibia adopted by 
the United Nations Council for Namibia on 27 September 1974, document 
A/AC, 131/33 which unequivocally states that nobody is entitled to 
exploit any natural resources, whether animal or mineral, or deal or 
trade with them without the consent and permission of the United 
Nations Council for Namibia, and in addition, clearly decrees in its 
fourth and fifth operative paragraphs that any such resources without 
the consent and written authority of the Council and in addition any 
vehicle, ship or container found to be carrying such resources shall be 
subject to seizure and forfeiture and shall be forfeited to the benefit 
for the said Council and held in trust for the benefit of the people of 
Namibia. 

The German Democratic Republic is prepared and willing to abide by 
all resolutions and decisions of the United Nations regarding Namibia 
and the apartheid régime of South Africa. Accordingly, the GDR also 
signed the Convention on the Suppression and Punishment of the Crime 
of Apartheid. The Council of State of the GDR ratified that Convention 
on 22 May 1974. Further steps taken by the GDR in regard to Namibia 
are contained in its reply to the Secretary General of 19 June 1974, 
document A/9728. 
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The GDR has supported SWAPO for many years morally, politically 
and materially and will continue to do so. 
My delegation would like to express its appreciation for the untiring 
efforts of the Council for Namibia, the Anti-Apartheid Committee and 
the Special Committee to expose the illegal and criminal activities of the 
apartheid régime of South Africa in that country and in Namibia. We 
so wish to express our appreciation for the report of the Council for 
Namibia and the Special Committee submitted to this Committee ‘in 
documents A/9624 and Add. 1 as well as A/9623 Add. 3. 
These documents and many contributions by SWAPO, by distinguished 
delegates and petitioners in this Committee have clearly shown and 
proved: firstly, that the South African apartheid régime has not only 
refused to abide by the decisions of the United Nations but that it is 
increasing the oppression of the people of Namibia and intensifying its 
criminal policy of apartheid clearly with a view to either retaining the 
whole of Namibia or at least large portions of it, where the white 
exploiters live and where—how could it be otherwise—the known natural 
resources of Namibia are located; secondly, that foreign economic 
interests of South Africa itself and of a number of Western powers are 
exploiting the people of Namibia and its resources and are therefore 
interested in and do support, directly or indirectly, the illegal occupation 
of Namibia by South Africa and that criminal régime itself as well. 
The debates in the General Assembly and particularly last week’s 
debates and voting in the Security Council have clearly shown that the 
apartheid régime still thinks that it can succeed in vindicating with its 
old arguments its own crimes and in finding new friends to support it. 
As we all have seen, only the three Western powers which are Perma- 
nent Members of the Security Council have saved South Africa from 
expulsion from the United Nations. 
The white settlers in Namibia, South Africa and Zimbabwe thrive on 
the racist system, the sizable economic, and for that matter, strategic 
interests of some Western powers being deeply intertwined with these 
racist régime and immensely and profitably engaged in exploiting the 
people and natural resources of these unfortunate countries. For these 
reasons they are likely to cling to their privileges and their profits as 
long as possible. 
The German Democratic Republic therefore supports, together with the 
majority of the members of the United Nations, the heroic struggle of 
the people of Namibia, including the armed struggle led by SWAPO, 
which is the only authorized representative of the people of Namibia. 
In addition, my delegation is of the opinion that further action should 
be taken to enforce the relevant decisions of the United Nations and its 
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Council for Namibia specifically regarding its decree on natural re- 
sources. The Security Council should be requested to consider further 
measures with a view to terminating the apartheid régime and its illegal 
occupation of Namibia. 

Accordingly, my delegation is prepared to support all measures including 
sanctions against South Africa and any measures that will help to stop 
the open or clandestine evasion of such sanctions. 


Archives of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the GDR. 


Speech given by GDR representative Prof. Bernhard Graef- 
rath in the Third Committee of the XXIX session of the UN 
General Assembly, concerning the importance of the 
peoples’ right to self-determination and of the immediate 
granting of independence to colonial countries and peoples 
for the effective observance of human rights 


8 November 1974 


This year has been characterized by a number of major successes 
achieved by the peoples in their struggle for the implementation of 
their right to self-determination. Notable cases in point have been the 
overthrow of the Caetano regime in Portugal, the admission of Guinea- 
Bissau to the United Nations and numerous actions of the liberation 
movements in Africa. This is further proof of the fact that the process 
of international détente has a favourable effect on the peoples’ struggle 
for their national and social liberation. The disintegration of the Por- 
tuguese colonial empire will lead, as we hope, to the implementation of 
the peoples’ right to self-determination in Angola and Mozambique 
through the founding of independent states in the near future and will, 
no doubt, benefit the liberation struggle of the oppressed peoples in 
southern Africa. 

The fact that liberation movements have been invited to take part in 
international conferences and the deliberations at the United Nations 
is yet another big success in the struggle to implement the right to self- 
determination. The invitation extended to the PLO is of particular 
importance in this connection. It marks the beginning of a new stage in 
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the struggle for the implementation of the right to self-determination 
of the people of Palestine. 

The refusal of the General Assembly to recognize the Pretoria regime 
as the representative of the people of South Africa and the discussion 
of the motion to expel the Pretoria regime on account of its constant 
violations of UN principles also clearly reflect the changed situation. 
Recourse to the power of veto in the Security Council cannot change 
this either. 

However, it is true that as the Declaration on the Establishment of a 
New International Economic Order says, “the remaining vestiges of 
alien domination, colonialism, foreign occupation, racial discrimination, 
apartheid and neo-colonialism in all its forms continue to be the greatest 
obstacles to the full emancipation and progress of the developing coun- 
tries”. 

Therefore, the liberation from colonialism and neo-colonialism and the 
implementation of the right to self-determination through the establis- 
ment of independent states continue to be basic prerequisites for safe- 
guarding human rights, which is one of the central tasks in cooperation 
among states for the promotion and protection of human rights. 

There is no need to state again in detail that support for the liberation 
struggle of the peoples fighting for the implementation of their right 
to self-determination is one of the pillars of the GDR’s foreign policy. 
In the 25 years of its existence it has proved its firm solidarity with the 
oppressed peoples by practical assistance. The GDR has supported all 
relevant actions of the United Nations. It acceded to the International 
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination 
and was among the first states to ratify the Convention on the Suppres- 
sion and Punishment of the Crime of Apartheid. 

Of late, neo-colonialist forms of oppression through which the independ- 
ence of countries is stifled or prevented from gaining ground by eco- 
nomic and financial means have increasingly come into prominence. 
Recent events have again shown that the big monopolies are the backers 
of fascist terrorist rule which just as plain colonialism is tantamount to 
the denial of all human rights. 

The international monopolies operating in Africa, Asia and Latin 
America are exploiting the natural resources, raw materials and man- 
power of these countries. While the native population starves and often 
lives in misery these monopolies rake in high profits of which the 
developing countries are deprived. Guided by their profit interests, the 
foreign monopolies interfere in the internal economic and political 
affairs of the developing countries where they operate. In many cases 
they are in a position to exert unnoticed influence on the future devel- 
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opment not only of some branches of the national economy but of the 
whole country. What matters most to them in this connection are not the 
national interests of the peoples concerned but their own profit interests 
alone. Even in developed industrial countries we see that the multina- 
tional corporations openly turn against every kind of labour participa- 
tion in economic management. Thus, the activities of these monopolies 
often become an obstacle to the implementation of the right to self- 
determination. They join in the oppression of the peoples of South 
Africa and Southern Rhodesia and are the greatest beneficiaries of 
colonial and racial regimes. 

The GDR supports all efforts of the United Nations to take effective 
action in order to eliminate colonialism both in its traditional manifesta- 
tions and its more subtle neo-colonialist shades. We therefore wish to 
strongly emphasize that, as the Declaration of the United Nations Sixth 
Special Session expressly stated, the principles on which a new inter- 
national economic order should be founded must include that. “every 
country has the right to exercise permanent sovereignty over its natural 
resources and all economic activities, including the right of nationaliza- 
tion”. Moreover, the Declaration expressly calls for “control of the 
activities of transnational corporations” and reaffirms the “right of the 
developing countries and the peoples of territories under colonial and 
racial domination and foreign occupation to struggle for their liberation 
and for the purpose of regaining effective control over their natural 
resources and economic activities”. 

The GDR support ECOSOC Resolution 1864 of 30 May 1974, which 
characterizes the assistance rendered to racial and colonial regimes as 
a form of participation in their crimes. It is only on account of the sup- 
port they receive from certain states that, in defiance of condemnation 
by the United Nations, the racial and colonial regimes in Africa are able 
to continue their inhuman policies of oppression against the peoples 
of Africa. Earlier in the Third Committee we have clearly stated our 
views on this problem in the resolution concerning human rights and 
fundamental freedoms. 

The reason why we stress ECOSOC Resolution 1864 is not only that it 
characterizes the support given to racist regimes as a form of participa- 
tion in crime. That resolution also emphasizes the obligation of states to 
untertake steps “to prevent natural or juridical persons within their 
jurisdiction from assisting those regimes”. A state can no longer evade 
its international responsibility in the struggle against racist regimes in 
southern Africa, in the struggle for the implementation of the right 
to self-determination of these peoples by referring to the absence of 
diplomatic relations while permitting its natural and juridical persons 
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to support these regimes. For the sake of compliance with the sanctions 
imposed on the racist regimes in southern Africa and the intensification 
of these measures it is necessary to pay greater attention to this aspect 
in future. 

In this connection, the GDR delegation welcomes the Decree on the 
Natural Resources of Namibia enacted by the UN Council for Namibia 
on 27 September 1974 (Doc. A/C. 131/33). This Decree may become an 
effective weapon in the struggle for the right to self-determination of 
the people of Namibia. 

The Decree clearly states that nobody is authorized, without the consent 
of the Council for Namibia, to exploit natural resources there, that con- 
cessions and licences granted by authorities of South Africa are null 
and void, and that natural resources exported from Namibia without the 
Council’s consent and vehicles and containers carrying such goods may 
be seized and forfeited for the benefit of the people of Namibia. The 
Decree also says that persons who contravene that decree may be held 
liable in damages by the future Government of Namibia. 

We point to this decree because it may serve as a basis for action not 
only in Namibia but also for instance in all countries to which Namibian 
natural resources are illegally exported. Furthermore, it is a guideline 
to many liberation movements in their struggle to implement the right 
to self-determination in the fact of intervention by foreign monopolies. 
All measures being taken by the United Nations and states to definitively 
overcome colonialism, fight neo-colonialism and support the peoples’ 
liberation struggle are, at the same time, important contributions to 
safeguarding peace. The General Assembly has noted in many resolu- 
tions that i.e. the maintenance of the apartheid regime in South Africa 
constitutes a danger to peace. The all-round implementation of the right 
to self-determination of the peoples oppressed by imperialism is an 
indispensable element of the policy aimed at strengthening peace which 
in recent years had led to a marked relaxation of international tension 
and to great successes in the struggle of many peoples to achieve inde- 
pendence. 


Archives of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the GDR. 


393 


Statement made by GDR representative Prof. Horst Hei- 
ninger in the Special Intersessional Committee of the Eco- 
nomic and Social Council of the United Nations (ECOSOC), 
concerning the role of international corporations in inter- 
national relations 


12 November 1974 


The session of the Special Intersessional Committee of ECOSOC is yet 
another step toward the examination of the neo-colonialist practices of 
international corporations within the framework of the United Nations. 
It is at the same time, we believe, a major contribution toward imple- 
menting the decisions of the Sixth Special Session of the United Nations 
General Assembly. The delegation of the GDR shares the view of those 
states which regard the restriction and control of the activities of inter- 
national corporations as a decisive prerequisite for the creation of an 
equitable international economic order. 

The influence of international corporations on international economic 
relations, especially the economic, social and political development of 
the developing countries, has considerably grown in recent years, entail- 
ing grave consequences for many states and peoples. At the Sixth Special 
Session the GDR outlined its basic stand on the activities of international 
corporations, emphatically supporting those demands of the developing 
countries which are directed at the unlimited exercise of sovereignty 
over their natural resources, non-interference in internal affairs and 
effective control over the activities of international corporations, includ- 
ing the right to nationalization. It is for the very reason that any political, 
military or economic pressure constitutes a violation of the principles of 
the peoples’ right to self-determination and a potential threat to world 
peace and international security that the German Democratic Republic 
is committed to the observance of these principles. 

The fact that international corporations were decisively involved in the 
overthrow of the democratically elected Government of Salvador 
Allende in Chile is a striking example of political subversion and inter- 
vention on the part of these corporations in the internal affairs of states. 
Past events confirm that such practices of the corporations are no 
sporadic occurrences. We, therefore, support any proposal designed to 
bring about a comprehensive investigation and condemnation of these 
activities and eventually to prevent them. 

As follows from the most diverse studies that have been made, inter- 
national corporations not only interfere in the internal affairs of states 
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but also lend support to such racist régimes as the apartheid régime in 
South Africa and the racist régime in Southern Rhodesia. The interna- 
tional corporations disregard all decisions of the Security Council and 
other organs of the United Nations if they run counter to their profit 
interests. 

On account of the fact that the activities of international corporations 
are entirely geared to the extraction of maximum profit, they ignore the 
sovereign interests of the states in which they operate. They do not in 
any way take account of the national economic and political overall 
interests of the states concerned. These interests and sovereign rights 
of states, especially of the developing countries, include the right to 
natiqnalization. We hold that what has priority is not the question of 
compensation in the event of nationalization measures but the question 
in what way the international corporations concerned make good the 
losses and damages they have caused. to the national economies of other 
states. 

Furthermore, it is the activities of international corporations that are 
a major cause of the enormous price increases and growing inflation 
in the capitalist world economic system. During the last few years the 
international corporations have extravagantly enriched themselves by 
plundering the developing countries and exploiting the working class 
in the developed capitalist industrial countries. There have been studies 
to confirm that the outflow of the profits of international corporations 
from developing countries has been in excess of the flow of private 
capital into these countries. 

As is known, the international petroleum corporations have gained huge 
profits in recent years, especially in connection with the so-called energy 
crisis, and have added considerably to the capitalist economic crisis and 
disorganization of economic relations within the capitalist world eco- 
nomic system. 

Also in this context we wish to stress that in the final analysis the 
responsibility for the activities of international corporations rests with 
the Governments of those states where they are domiciled. 

The Government of the German Democratic Republic has submitted its 
position on the report of eminent persons to the Secretary-General. In 
substance, this position is contained in Document E/5595. So far only 
eleven Governments have presented their views on the report of 
eminent persons in writing. This is all the more regrettable since here 
one of the basic political and economic tasks of the United Nations is 
involved which has to be solved during the next few years in the imple- 
mentation of the United Nations Charter and the decisions of the Sixth 
Special Session. 
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Permit me to outline the major aspects of the GDR Government’s posi- 
tion on the further consideration of the activities of international corpo- 
rations within the framework of the United Nations: 

1. The GDR favours a permanent consideration of the activities of 
international corporations by ECOSOC and the General Assembly. 

2. The GDR advocates the establishment of a permanent intergovern- 
mental committee with ECOSOC to examine the negative practices of 
international corporations. 

3. The GDR supports the idea to set up an information and research 
centre within the framework of the UN Secretariat. The expenditure 
involved in the establishment of such a center should be covered 
through a re-destribution of funds, concentration on priorities and 
a more effective use of funds. 

4. The composition of the intergovernmental committee and of the in- 
formation and research centre should be governed by the principle 
of equitable geographical distribution as provided for in Article 101 
of the Charter of the United Nations. 

5. As regards the organization of work and the working programme 
as well as other special problems involved my delegation reserves the 
right to take the floor in the further course of the debate. 


Archives of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the GDR. 


Speech given by GDR representative Giinter Mauersberger 
in the Fourth Committee of the XXIX session of the UN 
General Assembly concerning the activities of foreign eco- 
nomic and other interests which are impeding the imple- 
mentation of the UN Declaration on the Granting of Inde- 
pendence to Colonial Countries and Peoples 


15 November 1974 


In 1960 the representatives of the African peoples adopted the historic 
decision to fight for the achievement of the final liberation of the African 
continent from colonial oppression and exploitation during the lifetime 
of this generation. 

Today we can say that major successes have been scored in the struggle 
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against colonialism thanks to the great efforts of the African peoples 
woh have enjoyed the active solidarity of all anti-imperialist forces in 
the world, among them, not, least, the socialist states. Colonialism—that 
barbarous system of exploitation and oppression—has been swept away 
from most of the African continent. 

At present we witness fresh successes of the peoples in their struggle 
against colonialism and for their social and national liberation. It is 
obvious that as the process of international détente continues there are 
ever greater possibilities of fighting effectively against colonialism and 
racism. 

But, now as before the final elimination of colonialism and racism has 
yet to be achieved. In particular, we consider it advisable to give more 
attention to the activities of foreign quarters delaying the process of 
decolonization. 

As recent experience shows colonialism does not just mean exploitation 
and oppression but it also stands for the ruthless exploitation of natural 
resources by: foreign economic interests which, sometimes in a great 
measure, impair the conditions of development which peoples that have 
recently freed themselves from colonial oppression face after their 
accession to independence. 

The Sixth Special Session of the UN General Assembly has made it 
quite clear that especially the international corporations prove to be 
obstacles to full independence, with includes economic independence. 

As can be seen from the debates at the General Assembly and the 
deliberations at the Security Council on the policy of the Apartheid 
régime in Pretoria, which runs counter to the peoples’ right to self- 
determination, and the consideration of problems concerning Namibia 
and Southern Rhodesia in the Fourth Committee, there is a close inter- 
connection between the political, economic, military and strategic 
interests of imperialist circles and their support for the maintenance of 
colonial and racist régimes in southern Africa. 

The everwidening activities of national and multinational corporations 
in colonial and dependent territories bear the imprint of the policy of 
support and toleration pursued by the major imperialist NATO powers. 
A great many resolutions and decisions have already been adopted on 
the agenda item before us. But one cannot overlook the fact that a 
number of UN member states—including some that were in favour of 
these resolutions—evade the measures they provide for or constantly act 
against them. 

The excellent report of the Committee of Twenty-four on this subject 
(A/9623, part V), the report of the Council for Namibia and other UN 
documents show that especially big corporations based in NATO 
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states—obviously unobstructed by their respective Governments—are 
continuing to strengthen their positions in the countries still in colonial 
dependence to the detriment of these countries and peoples. What else 
could explain the fact that in Namibia the exploitation by international 
corporations has assumed particularly large proportions? How do the 
Governments of certain NATO states justify their constantly increasing 
purchases of chromium ore from Southern Rhodesia? 

Again and again politicians of imperialist states make the vain attempt 
to justify, with a variety of arguments, these doings of corporations 
directed against the implementation of the right to self-determination 
and the achievement of independence. 

At the Sixth Special Session and also at the current XXIX General 
Assembly session representatives of non-aligned states, which have all 
been confronted with imperialist interests in one way or other, quite 
emphatically refuted these arguments. 

Being a member of the socialist community of states the GDR believes 
that colonialism has several faces, such as open and brutal repression, 
the exploitation of peoples under colonial rule, the plundering of natural 
resources and taking care of military, strategic and economic interests 
to maintain colonialist influence also after these peoples gain independ- 
ence. These faces cannot be viewed in isolation. In this connection I 
only wish to point to the decisions and reports of ECOSOC concerning 
the role of international corporations. 

When the GDR was founded 25 years ago those forces that practised 
exploitation and oppression on both a national and international scale 
out of profit-seeking and anti-human motives were deprived of their 
political and economic power, so that imperialism and neo-colonialism 
had no socio-economic basis any more in our country. It is a matter of 
course that neither the GDR nor its nationally-owned economic and 
trade enterprises engage in or tolerate any activities that might directly 
or indirectly be aimed against the colonial and dependent territories. 
The GDR shares the view expressed by a majority of UN member states 
in Resolution 3117 (XXVIII) that the peoples of colonial and dependent 
territories have an inalienable right to self-determination and independ- 
ence, and to control over their mineral resources. It especially supports 
that passage of the resolution condemning the policy of the colonial 
powers and other states that back the activities of foreign economic and 
financial interests in the colonial and dependent territories, thus proving 
to be main obstacles to the achievement of independence by the peoples 
in these territories. 

However, we cannot close our eyes to the fact that in these territories 
basic rules of international law, the Charter of the United Nations, 
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decisions of the Security Council and numerous other resolutions of the 
United Nations are arbitrarily violated day in day out and that even 
member states of the United Nations actively assist in these violations. 
This shows that it is time to see to it that the decisions already taken 
are consistently observed by all member states and that they are given 
greater emphasis. This applies to the immediate termination of all 
activities by foreign corporations, to putting an end to the ruthless 
exploitation of raw materials as well as to the abolition of discrimi- 
natory wage-structures introduced by the colonial powers for the native 
population. But this also requires that all states comply with the demand 
to terminate any assistance and support, especially of a military nature, 
to those régimes that use this assistance for the colonial exploitation and 
repression of peoples and liberation movements. 

Finally, it is also time to see to it that the Security Council extends its 
boycott measures to all racist and colonialist régimes and continues to 
tighten them. This holds especially true of commodities of economic and 
strategic importance such as petroleum and its derivatives. 

So far as the Government of the GDR is concerned, it is ready to make 
a constructive contribution to all measures likely to meet the justified 
demands for the oppressed and dependent peoples and to implement the 
decisions of the United Nations serving this purpose. 


Archives of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the GDR. 


Speech given by Ambassador Peter Florin, Deputy Minister 
of Foreign Affairs and Permanent Representative of the 
GDR at the United Nations, at the XXIX session of the UN 
General Assembly, concerning the Implementation of the 
UN Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colo- 
nial Countries and Peoples 


9 December 1974 


Fourteen years have now passed since the unanimous adoption of the 
historic Resolution 1514 (XV), proposed by the USSR, on the granting 
of independence to colonial countries and peoples. During this time, a 
great number of former colonies have achieved their independence and, 
having become members of the United Nations, are now making an 
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active and important contribution to realizing the aims of the United 
Nations. 

The special committee’s report on the implementation of the Declaration 
on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, on 
which today’s deliberations in the General Assembly are based, shows 
both in the individual details and in its overall assessment the further 
progress which has taken place since the XXVIII session of the General 
Assembly. 

It is a particularly important event that, as a result of the heroic struggle 
for liberation waged by the peoples of the Portuguese colonies—includ- 
ing by armed combat—and of the struggle carried on by the democratic 
forces in Portugal itself, the fascist régime in Lisbon has been over- 
thrown. 

The new Portuguese government has not only acknowledged and prom- 
ised to carry out the UN’s declaration and decisions on colonialism and 
racism, but has made laudable efforts to eliminate the structures of 
colonial rule. As one of the first results of this policy, we have been 
able to admit the newly independent state of Guinea-Bissau as a member 
of the UN. 

Along with many other countries, the GDR welcomes the further steps 
being taken in the process of dismantling colonialism in the Portuguese 
empire, such as the treaty signed in Lusaka between FRELIMO and 
Portugal, under which Mozambique will become independent on 25 July 
1975. We have been informed by the Portuguese Minister for Interna- 
tional Affairs, Senhor de Almeida Santos, that a treaty has also been 
signed with the true representatives of Sio Tomé and Principe, provid- 
ing for independence on 12 June 1975. 

We also assess positively the developments in Angola, the de facto 
ceasefire and the initiation of talks with the liberation movement in the 
colony about the setting-up of a provisional government, as well as 
Portugal’s negotiations with the PAIGC about the Cape Verde Islands. 
The GDR welcomes this decolonization process, and considers such 
cooperation between the liberation movements and the democratic 
forces in Portugal to be a hopeful indication for present and future 
developments. Mutual support is only just and reasonable. 

The GDR gives political, moral and material support to the liberation 
movements recognized by the OAU. For example, the president of 
FRELIMO, Samora Machel, is currently in our capital, Berlin, to discuss 
ways of expanding our cooperation. President Machel was received for 
talks by the First Secretary of the Central Committee of the Socialist 
Unity Party of Germany, Erich Honecker, and the Chairman of the GDR 
Council of State, Willi Stoph. Erich Honecker took this opportunity to 


400 


reaffirm the GDR’s principled stand of providing constant, consistent 
support, along with the Soviet Union, the other countries of the socialist 
community and all anti-imperialist forces to the African peoples’ 
struggle against imperialism, neo-colonialism, racialism and apartheid 
in order to achieve national and economic independence, social libera- 
tion and progress. The First Secretary of the Central Committee of the 
Socialist Unity Party of Germany declared: “The GDR will continue 
to contribute actively to strengthening the alliance between the countries 
of the socialist community and the national liberation movements and, 
accordingly, develop its relations with independent Mozambique at all 
levels.” 

Such developments, together with the trend towards détente, the 
tendency to resolve sources of conflict by peaceful means, and the 
realization of the principles of peaceful coexistence in relations between 
states with differing social systems, make colonialism, neo-colonialism, 
apartheid and racism all the more anachronistic. 

Along with what are mostly fairly small territories in the Pacific Ocean, 
in the Caribbean and elsewhere, the problems in southern Africa stand 
out as obstacles in the way of progress on putting the Declaration into 
practice. Fortunately, much has been achieved in regard of creating the 
conditions necessary for finally eliminating the vestiges of colonialism 
and stepping up international pressure on the increasingly isolated racist 
régimes in Pretoria and Salisbury. The German Democratic Republic 
has for years.strictly observed the decisions taken by the Security 
Council and the General Assembly with respect to these countries. It 
is a well-known fact that the GDR has not a single representative—diplo- 
matic, consular or any other—in South Africa, Namibia or Southern 
Rhodesia and engages in no form of trade with them. The GDR con- 
demns the behaviour of those countries which, de facto, give support 
to the colonial and racist régimes by providing arms, investment and 
trade, and thereby participate, directly or indirectly, in exploiting the 
peoples of these countries and their resources. 

The GDR is of the opinion that if this support from abroad were 
replaced by strict observance of the sanctions which have been imposed, 
then the colonial and racist régimes would be even more isolated and 
weakened, and the oppressed peoples would be helped greatly along the 
road towards their longed-for goals of freedom and independence. 

In line with the principles governing its foreign policy, the GDR is 
prepared not only to observe the decisions which have already been 
taken, but also to work together with other countries in the relevant 
bodies of the UN to arrive at further decisions on combating colonialism, 
neo-colonialism and racism, just as we did during the XXVIII session 
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and have been doing during the current XXIX session of the General 
Assembly. My delegation regrets that the Western powers in the Security 
Council blocked the just demands of the African countries and of all 
progressive forces with regard to South Africa, whose ruling circles are 
using the apartheid system to oppress not only the people of Namibia, 
but also their own African population. 

My delegation is of the opinion that the Security Council should review 
the situation in South Africa, Namibia and Southern Rhodesia, which 
constitutes a threat to international security—a threat which has become 
particularly evident in the last few days, as a result of the apartheid 
policies of South Africa. This régime recently flaunted the military aid 
it receives from certain NATO countries by giving some journalists the 
opportunity to visit a military command centre in Simonstown, which 
was said to enable them to maintain surveillance over any movements 
by air or sea over the whole of the African continent and the Southern 
Indian and Atlantic Oceans. No one will dispute the fact that by such 
demonstrations of its military might the régime in Pretoria is endeav- 
ouring to stress its anti-peace policies. 

Further steps are necessary by the Security Council to break down these 
last bastions of colonialism and racism, and to put an end to their 
threats to international security. 

As regards the other remaining colonies, the respective administering 
powers are called on to cooperate more closely with the competent UN 
bodies and, above all, to set mandatory deadlines for granting independ- 
ence to the territories they are administering. The Special Committee 
should be directed to undertake, by the time of the XXX session, an 
analysis of the situation in these countries and to present to the 
XXX session further proposals for decolonization. 

Allow me to express our conviction that further steps should be taken 
to strengthen the good relations of cooperation existing between all the 
UN bodies particularly actively involved in combating colonialism, 
apartheid and racism—such as the Special Committee on Decolonization, 
the Special Anti-Apartheid Committee and the UN Council for Namibia. 
The better coordinated the struggle against colonialism and racism, the 
more effective it will be. The future prospects of the struggle will be 
all the more promising the more resolutely all forces of peace and 
progress act to achieve their common, legitimate aims. Eloquent proof 
of this was provided by the successes gained at the XXIX session of the 
UN General Assembly in the struggle against colonialism and racism. 
The German Democratic Republic is confident that new successes will 
be brought in the struggle to eliminate the vestiges of colonialism and 
racism by joint pressure from all anti-imperialist and anti-colonial 
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forces—which means the overwhelming majority of the UN member 
states—at the XXX session of the General Assembly, which will be the 
15th anniversary of the USSR’s tabling of Resolution 1514 (XV) relating 
to the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to the Colonial 
Countries and Peoples. 


German text in: Archives of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the GDR. 


From the communiqué issued on the visit to the GDR by a 
delegation from the Mozambique Liberation Front (FRE- 
LIMO) headed by its President, Samora Moises Machel 


10 December 1974 


At the invitation of the Central Committee of the SED, a delegation 
from the Mozambican Liberation Front (FRELIMO) headed by its Presi- 
dent, Samora Moises Machel, visited the German Democratic Republic 
from 3 to 10 December 1974. ... 

During their stay, the delegation were welcomed for friendly talks with 
the First Secretary of the SED Central Commitee, Erich Honecker, and 
the Chairman of the GDR Council of State, Willi Stoph. 


I. 

In the course of the talks, discussion ranged over current problems on 
the contemporary international scene as well as questions of bilateral 
relations. 

Samora Moises Machel gave a report on the development and the succes- 
ses of the struggles waged by the Mozambican people under the leader- 
ship of FRELIMO to eliminate colonialism in Mozambique, which strug- 
gles led to the signing of the Lusaka agreement. This agreement gives 
recognition to the right of the people of Mozambique to complete inde- 
pendence, establishes the principle that power should be handed over to 
FRELIMO as the legitimate representative of the people of Mozambique, 
and brings the colonial, imperialist war of aggression against the people 
of Mozambique to an end. 

Samora Moises Machel stressed the importance of the setting-up of a 
transitional government, which, under the leadership of FRELIMO, will 
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lead Mozambique on 25 June 1975 to independence and will have the 
great responsibility of extending to every corner of the land the struc- 
tures of democratic peoples’ power which have already been set up in 
the areas liberated by the people’s struggles. He emphasized the necessity 
of strengthening popular vigilance against the manoeuvres and provoca- 
tions of the reactionary circles serving imperialism and colonialism in 
order to ensure that the country gains complete, unrestricted independ- 
ence. 

The delegation reported on the efforts FRELIMO has been making in 
all areas both to overcome the social and economic chaos left behind by 
colonialism and to render secure the democratic structures of people’s 
power, in accordance with the interests of the people and with the 
political course adopted by FRELIMO. They expressed their conviction 
that Mozambique’s present problems can successfully be overcome as a 
result of the people’s work. In these endeavours, the people of Mozam- 
bique, united behind FRELIMO, are receiving the support of their true 
friends who, in troubled times, contributed to making victory possible. 
The FRELIMO delegation underlined the importance of cooperation 
with the countries of Africa, the socialist countries and all democratic 
and progressive forces, especially the democratic forces in Portugal, for 
bringing about a successful conclusion of the decolonization process. 
The FRELIMO delegation conveyed their congratulations to the people 
of the GDR on the successes which have been achieved in the 25 years 
since the founding of the republic and gave special mention to the 
solidarity displayed by the GDR with the anti-imperialist liberation 
struggles of the peoples of Africa, Asia and Latin America. They express- 
ed their thanks to the SED, and to the Government and people of the 
GDR for the political, moral and material support extended to FRELIMO 
during the years of popular liberation struggles against Portuguese 
colonialism. 

Erich Honecker gave a report on the great efforts being made by the 
working people of the GDR to implement the decisions taken by the 8th 
Congress of the SED and by the 12th session of the Central Committee 
as well as on the manifold initiatives prepared for the 25th anniversary 
of the founding of the GDR and for the coming 30th anniversary of the 
liberation from Hitler’s fascism. He also related the GDR’s contribution, 
within the framework of the socialist community’s coordinated foreign 
policy, to carrying out the peace programme adopted by the 24th Con- 
gress of the CPSU. He paid tribute to FRELIMO’s role in the struggle 
for an independent, democratic Mozambique and emphasized the great 
successes which have already been achieved in this direction. He reas- 
serted the readiness of the SED to continue to expand their relations of 
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firm friendship and solidarity with FRELIMO and with the people of 
Mozambique in order to consolidate the victory which their people have 
won at such a great cost. 


IT. 

During the discussions on current international questions, the SED and 
FRELIMO delegations found a great measure of agreement in their 
positions, which are based on their respective parties’ consistent political 
lines and correspond to the real interests of the working people of both 
countries. 

Both sides hail the first anniversary of the founding of the Republic 
of Guinea-Bissau and hope that, under the leadership of the PAIGC, the 
Cape Verde Islands will gain their independence without further delay. 
Both sides expressed their support for the Angolan people’s struggles 
and for the Popular Movement for the Liberation of Angola (MPLA) 
and stressed their wish for the people of Angola to gain their national 
independence as quickly as possible and successfully to establish their 
patriotic unity. 

Both parties declare their solidarity with the struggle of the people led 
by the liberation movement of SAo Tomé and Principe (MLSTP) and 
congratulate it on the agreement signed with the Portuguese Govern- 
ment, under which the islands will be granted their independence on 
12 July 1975. 

Both sides welcome the overthrow of the fascist colonial régime in 
Portugal, which was brought about by the successful struggles of the 
peoples of Mozambique, Angola and Guinea-Bissau, and by those of the 
democratic forces in Portugal and of all progressive forces the world 
over. It is also evidence both of a further change in the balance of 
international forces in favour of the cause of freedom and progress, and 
of the growing influence of the socialist community. 

Both sides throw their weight behind the demand for immediate inde- 
pendence for all areas of Africa still under colonial domination. They 
call for resolute action against the vile policies of racism and apartheid, 
and reaffirm their unqualified solidarity with the liberation movements 
in South Africa, Zimbabwe and Namibia. They condemn the continuing 
support extended to the racist régimes in South Africa and Rhodesia by 
the USA, the FRG, Great Britain and France as well as other NATO 
countries, which are thereby flying in the face of the declared will of the 
overwhelming majority of the countries of the world. 

Both parties call for the unqualified implementation of the UN resolu- 
tion on the Decade of Action to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimina- 
tion. 
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ITI. 

The SED and FRELIMO welcome the results so far achieved in the 
process of détente in Europe and declare that this process must be made 
irreversible and extended, in the teeth of opposition from the forces of 
reaction, to all corners of the earth. They underline the important role 
of the Conference on Security and Cooperation in Europe and call for 
it to be brought to a successful conclusion as quickly as possible. This 
would have positive implications for the process of détente not only in 
Europe but also throughout the world. In this connection, the SED and 
FRELIMO call for the withdrawal of imperialist military bases in the 
Indian Ocean and for this area to be designated a zone of peace. 

Both sides lay emphasis on the decisions of the VI Special Session of the 
UN General Assembly on the elimination of neo-colonialist practices in 
economic relations and stress the right of every people freely to deter- 
mine their own path of socio-economic development and to exercise 
sovereign control over their natural resources. 

Both regard as positive the decisions of the IV Conference of heads of 
state and government of the non-aligned countries and the XI Con- 
ference of heads of state and government of the OAU, which have-con- 
tributed to strengthening the anti-imperialist tendency in their policies. 


IV. 

The SED and FRELIMO are united in their opinion that the alliance 
between the countries of the socialist community and the national 
liberation movements is of decisive importance for the struggle against 
imperialism, colonialism and neo-colonialism, for peace, independence 
and social progress. They resolutely condemn the attempts by imperial- 
ism and its accomplices to break this alliance. 

Both sides assert their unstinting support for the peoples of Vietnam, 
Cambodia and Laos in their struggle for freedom and independence, and 
denounce the persistent violations of the Paris agreement on Vietnam 
by the puppets in Saigon. 

The SED and FRELIMO resolutely seek a just and lasting peace in the 
Middle East. This aim can only be achieved if the Israeli troops withdraw 
completely from the zones they occupied in 1967, and if the legitimate 
national interests of the Arab people of Palestine are guaranteed. It 
is with great satisfaction that the SED and FRELIMO welcome the adop- 
tion by the UN General Assembly of a resolution recognizing the 
Palestine Liberation Organisation as the legitimate representative of the 
Arab people of Palestine, with the right to participate as an observer 
in the deliberations of the UN General Assembly and its special com- 
mittees. 
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Both delegations emphatically denounce the fascist terror being un- 
leashed by the Chilean military junta against the country’s progressive 
and democratic forces, and demand the immediate release of all impris- 
oned Chilean patriots. 


V. 

The FRELIMO delegation’s visit to the GDR is a valuable contribution 
to further strengthening and developing the anti-imperialist alliance be- 
tween the SED and FRELIMO as well as between the people of the GDR 
and the people of Mozambique. 

During the talks, both parties expressed their high esteem of the frater- 
nal relations between the SED and FRELIMO and entered into concrete 
arrangements to extend their relations and achieve close, fruitful co- 
operation at state level between the GDR and independent Mozambique 
in political, economic, scientific and cultural spheres and many more 
with separate agreements to be reached for each area. They stress that 
these relations are in the interests of both peoples and serve the cause 
of peace, freedom and international security. A joint agreement was 
reached to hold regular consultations at various levels. Hermann Axen 
and Samora Moises Machel signed an agreement between the SED and 
FRELIMO on cooperation for the years 1975 and 1976. 


German text in: Neues Deutschland, 11 December 1974. 


Speech given by Ambassador Peter Florin, Deputy Minister 
of Foreign Affairs and Permanent Representative of the 
GDR at the United Nations, at the XXIX session of the UN 
General Assembly, concerning the adoption by the United 
Nations of the Charter of Economic Rights and Duties of 
States 


12 December 1974 


On behalf of the delegations of the People’s Republic of Bulgaria, the 
Byelorussian SSR, the Czechoslovak Socialist Republic, the German 
Democratic Republic, the Hungarian People’s Republic, the Mongolian 
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People’s Republic, the Polish People’s Republic, the Ukrainian SSR, and 
the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics I should like to state with deep 
satisfaction that just now one of the most important documents of the 
United Nations of recent years, the Charter of Economic Rights and 
Duties of States, has been adopted by the General Assembly. This step 
was possible after the developing countries, the socialist states and other 
countries had been working intensively on this document for more than 
2 years. 

The Charter of Economic Rights and Duties of States reflects the positive 
changes achieved in placing international economic relations on an 
equitable footing. It constitutes an important step towards the devel- 
opment of cooperation between all states, irrespective of their social 
and political system, on the basis of equality, mutual advantage and non- 
discrimination, and creates favourable conditions for the implementa- 
tion of the resolutions adopted at the Sixth Special Session. 

The socialist states express their deep satisfaction especially at the fact 
that in this historically significant UN document the principle of peaceful 
coexistence has been recognized by the overwhelming majority of the 
member states as the most important political basis for international 
relations. We welcome the fact that significant proposals repeatedly 
submitted in joint statements of socialist states have been incorporated 
as basic principles into the Charter of Economic Rights and Duties. They 
include, above all, the duty of all states to promote general and complete 
disarmament under effective international control, and to use the funds 
thus saved for economic and social development in the first line in the 
developing countries. 

It cannot be denied that there exists a close connection between peace, 
security, disarmament and socio-economic progress. 

We are pleased to note that in the course of the elaboration of the 
Charter of Economic Rights and Duties the fruitful cooperation between 
the socialist states and the developing countries has grown in scope and 
intensity. We have always adhered and will continue to adhere to the 
principle of strengthening the alliance between the socialist states and, 
above all, the peoples of Asia, Africa and Latin America in creating an 
equitable system of international economic relations. The present docu- 
ment which, to varying degrees, reflects the interests of the different 
groups of countries is, of course, the result of a compromise. Some 
recommendations contained in the Charter of Economic Rights and 
Duties of States, which do not in every respect correspond to the ideas 
of the socialist states, have already been commented on in the Second 
Committee. 

In conclusion, and on behalf of the socialist states mentioned, I should 
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like to reiterate our readiness to actively contribute to the implementa- 
tion of the Charter of Economic Rights and Duties and of the progressive 
anti-imperialist principles and objectives contained therein. 


Foreign Affairs Bulletin, No. 2, 14 January 1975, pp. 5/6. 


From the statement made by GDR representative Bernhard 
Neugebauer. in the First (Political) Committee of the 
XXIX session of the UN General Assembly, concerning the 
UN Declaration on the Strengthening of International Secu- 
rity 


12 December 1974 


The delegation of the German Democratic Republic attaches exceedingly 
great importance to the consideration of agenda item 36 concerning the 
implementation of the Declaration on the Strengthening of International 
Security, which is one of the most important documents adopted by the 
United Nations Organization. 

The outstanding position of this Declaration derives from the fact that 
it is a programme of action for the implementation of the Organization’s 
main purposes—to maintain peace and safeguard international security, 
to eliminate colonialism in all its manifestations, and to develop inter- 
national cooperation on the basis of equal rights. With this Declaration 
the United Nations Organization gave itself an effective tool for 
translating the purposes and objectives of the Charter into action. 

In the view of the delegation of the German Democratic Republic the 
Declaration on the Strengthening of International Security calls for 
making every effort in order to eliminate dangerous hotbeds of tension. 
What has been said in the debate at the General Assembly and in other 
UN organs has made it clearer than ever before that the continued 
existence of colonialism and racism in Africa is a serious threat to 
peace and security in the African continent. 

It is not by accident therefore that the apartheid policies pursued by the 
Republic of South Africa were condemned by the overwhelming 
majority of UN member states, and that corresponding conclusions have 
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been drawn. Never before has South Africa, with its few remaining 
allies, been so isolated as today. This has also created new conditions 
which make it possible to successfully carry on the struggle against the 
remnants of colonialism and apartheid. 

The GDR has always given consistent support to all peoples fighting for 
the implementation of the right to self-determiriation and for national 
independence and sovereignty. In the past it has strictly observed all 
sanctions imposed by the Security Council and the relevant resolutions 
of the General Assembly concerning the elimination of colonialism and 
racism. It has for years supported the national liberation movements of 
the African peoples. The GDR considers that coming out against colo- 
nialism and racism helps remove existing hotbeds of conflict, pro- 
motes the process of détente and serves the purposes and principles 
embodied in the Charter of the United Nations. Therefore the GDR will 
take part, with all means at its disposal, in the Decade of Action to 
Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination. 

The German Democratic Republic considers that strict observance of 
the Charter and full compliance with the declarations, decisions and 
resolutions adopted on its basis is an essential prerequisite for, and a 
decisive contribution to, the strengthening of peace and international 
security. By adopting or considering a number of important resolutions 
and documents, such as the definition of aggression and the Charter of 
Economic Rights and Duties of States, the XXIX session of the General 
Assembly has already made an important contribution to the implemen- 
tation of the Declaration on the Strengthening of International Secu- 
rity. 


Foreign Affairs Bulletin, No. 2, 14 January 1975, pp. 8—10. 
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Report addressed by the GDR to UN Secretary-General 
Dr Kurt Waldheim, concerning the measures taken by the 
GDR for the Decade for Action to Combat Racism and 
Racial Discrimination’ 


December 1974 


1. The Decade of Action to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination 
was officially initiated in the GDR on 10 December 1973 at an event 
celebrating the 25th anniversary of the adoption of the Universal 
Declaration on Human Rights. 

The President of the GDR People’s Chamber, Herr Gerald Gdtting, 
declared in the course of hiés speech: 

“The GDR welcomes the decision by the General Assembly of the United 
Nations to begin a Decade of Action to Combat Racism and Racial 
Discrimination precisely on the occasion of today’s celebrations marking 
the 25th anniversary of the adoption of the Universal Declaration on 
Human Rights. By linking the two events, the UN has clearly pointed 
to the focal point in the struggle today to achieve full human rights. ... 
The German Democratic Republic will do as much as it can to give full 
support to this Decade of Action beginning today. At the XXVIII session 
of the UN General Assembly just ending, the GDR left no doubt as to 
its consistent position on the struggle against policies of aggression, 
colonialism, racism and apartheid. The GDR will continue in future to 
support all measures taken by the UN which further the cause of human 
rights as an expression of its fraternal solidarity with the peoples fight- 
ing against racism, colonialism and apartheid to achieve their freedom 
and self-determination.” 

On the same day, a declaration on the Decade of Action issued by the 
GDR Ministry for Foreign Affairs emphasized the GDR’s preparedness 
to give all possible support to the peoples fighting for their freedom and 
independence against colonialism, racism and apartheid. 

Both this declaration and the commemorative event on 10 December 1973 
met with a great response in the press, radio and television of the Ger- 
man Democratic Republic. 


2. During the International Week of Action against Apartheid 
(10-17 December 1973) the National Executive of the Confederation of 


1 The reference is to the UN Secretary-General’s Note SO 237/41 (3) of 
17 January 1974. 
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Free German Trade Unions and the GDR Solidarity Committee issued 
a joint statement roundly condemning the crimes against humanity 
being committed by the racist régime in South Africa. Both organizations 
urged that the UN decisions opposing racism as well as the resolution of 
the international trade union conference be implemented. 


3. The yearly solidarity event organized by the GDR’s radio stations, 
“Freedom for Peace”, which is held to honour the victims of imperial- 
ism’s policies of oppression, was also dominated in 1973 by the theme 
of the Decade of Action to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination. 
Donations in the course of this solidarity event, from individuals, work 
collectives, schools and households, came to a total of 5,934,836 marks, 
which was spent on giving support to the peoples’ just struggles for 
freedom and self-determination. 


4. In January 1974, the film “Those Who Love the Earth” was given its 
premiére. This account of the 10th World Festival of Youth and Students 
held in Berlin in August 1973 emphasizes the great demonstrations of 
international solidarity by young people fighting against imperialism’s 
policies of oppression and discrimination. 


5. On 18 February 1974, the GDR’s press published the call directed by 
the UN Anti-Apartheid Committee to all Governments and organizations 
to use the International Day for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination 
on 21 March 1974 to step up the struggle against the apartheid policies 
of the fascist régime in South Africa. 


6. To mark the Day of Solidarity with the People of Zimbabwe 
(17 March), the GDR Solidarity Committee sent a message of greetings to 
the acting Chairman of the Revolutionary Council of the Zimbabwe 
African People’s Union, Jason Moyo, declaring: “We resolutely condemn 
the anti-popular policies of the Smith régime and its backers and commit 
ourselves to working actively at all times for the consistent implemen- 
tation of the UN’s resolutions on the final elimination of all forms of 
racism and colonialism.” The National Executive of the Confederation 
of Free German Trade Unions also sent a similar message of greetings to 
Zimbabwe’s trade union federation. 


7. On 21 March 1974, the International Day for the Elimination of 
Racial Discrimination, the Peace Council of the GDR, the Committee for 
Human Rights, the League for the United Nations and the GDR Solidarity 
Committee published a joint declaration. In it they reassert their con- 
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demnation of the continuing crimes being committed by the apartheid 
régime and all other racist, colonialist and fascist forces in the world, 
and renew their commitment to fraternal solidarity with the peoples 
striving to gain their freedom. 


8. From 24 to 29 May 1974, in the GDR’s capital, Berlin, there was a 
meeting of the UN Anti-Apartheid Committee. By preparing and par- 
ticipating in this meeting, the GDR’s Government and public organiza- 
tions have rendered effective support to the Decade of Action to Combat 
Racism and Racial Discrimination. To mark the meeting, various events 
were staged against racism and racial discrimination, which met with 
a great response both in the GDR and in other countries. 

One highlight was the mass meeting in the International cinema, which 
was addressed by a member of the Politbureau of the Central Committee 
of the SED, Hermann Axen, and by the Chairman of the Anti-Apartheid 
Committee, Ambassador E. O. Ogbu. In his speech, Hermann Axen char- 
acterized imperialism as a source and breeding-ground for colonial 
oppression, racial discrimination and the physical extermination of 
entire ethnic groups, nations and nationalities. He renewed the GDR’s 
pledge of unstinting support for the peoples’ just struggles against 
national and social oppression, and declared: “The GDR’s policy of 
solidarity with the peoples of South and South West Africa is not a 
temporary, tactical manoeuvre, but rather a question of principle. It has 
always been a consistent part of the GDR’s theory and practice to sup- 
port the peoples’ struggles and all UN decisions against apartheid. The 
UN’s resolutions calling for a boycott against the racist régimes have 
been strictly observed by the GDR.” 

The GDR’s acting Minister of Foreign Affairs, Oskar Fischer, delineated 
before the UN Anti-Apartheid Committee the GDR’s consistent policies 
of opposition to colonialism, neo-colonialism, racism and racial discrimi- 
nation. He pointed out that, the securer peace is, the more successfully 
can the struggle against colonialism and racist policies be carried out. 
He also gave a special welcome to the resolution passed by the 56th Ses- 
sion of the UN Economic and Social Council on the Decade of Action 
to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination, and declared the GDR’s 
preparedness to make its contribution to putting it into practice. 

The members of the Anti-Apartheid Committee and the observers at the 
meeting attended a gala performance at Berlin’s State Opera House of 
the well-known GDR composer Ernst Hermann Meyer’s anti-apartheid 
opera, “Riders in the Night’. 
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9. On 25 June 1974, a GDR Committee for the Decade of Action to 

Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination was set up in Berlin. 

The Committee includes representatives of the GDR’s Government, parties 

and mass organizations as well as scientific and cultural figures. The 

President of the Supreme Court of the GDR, Dr Heinrich Toeplitz, was 

elected chairman of the Committee. It published a declaration and 

decided on the following measures: 

— to publish a book documenting the GDR’s solidarity with the peoples 
struggling against colonialism, racial discrimination and apartheid; 

— to prepare and publish a study of the way young people in GDR 
schools are brought up in a spirit of friendship and solidarity be- 
tween peoples; 

— to prepare a monograph on “Racism and racial discrimination as 
weapons of imperialist policies of oppression and exploitation”; 

— a scientific investigation of the role played by the multinationals in 
upholding racial discrimination in southern Africa; 

— to put together a documentary film on the policies of apartheid; 

— to hold an international study conference on racism and racial 
discrimination, and to publish a collection of essays on this subject 
by experts from the countries of the socialist community; 

— to publish an anthology of literary works dealing with the struggle 
against racism and racial discrimination. 

The GDR Committee for the Decade of Action to Combat Racism and 

Racial Discrimination is grateful for the full backing it receives in its 

work from the Government of the German Democratic Republic, which, 

faithful to its policies of consistent opposition to colonialism, neo-colo- 
nialism, racism and racial discrimination, has committed itself to doing 
all in its power to fulfil the aims of the Decade of Action to Combat 

Racism and Racial Discrimination decided on by the UN General As- 

sembly. 


German text in: Archives of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the GDR. 
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Interview granted by Peter Florin, Deputy Minister of For- 
eign Affairs and Permanent Representative of the GDR at 
the United Nations, concerning the results of the XXIX ses- 
sion of the UN General Assembly 


3 January 1975 


How do you assess the progress and outcome of the XXIX session of the 
UN General Assembly? 


From the viewpoint of the struggle for the implementation of the peace 
programme adopted at the XXIVth CPSU Congress, the struggle for the 
maintenance and consolidation of peace, the safeguarding of security 
and the elimination of racism and the remains of colonialism as well as 
for a more equitable international order, i. e. for the implementation of 
the principles and objectives laid down in the UN Charter, the XXIX ses- 
sion of the General Assembly was a success. It made valuable contri- 
butions towards consolidating international détente through disarma- 
ment and the elimination of existing hotbeds of conflict, towards the 
realization of peaceful coexistence, and the development of cooperation 
among states on an equal footing. 

This is reflected in such decisions as the resolution calling on all states, 
in the interest of implementing the Declaration on the Strengthening of 
International Security, to enlarge the sphere of détente and to extend it 
to cover all parts of the world, to stop the arms race as well as to 
take practical disarmament measures, or in the adoption of the 
USSR’s proposal to prohibit the misuse of the environment for military 
purposes as well as in the resolution on continuing the preparation for 
a world disarmament conference. An important decision which will have 
a positive effect on the settlement of the Middle East conflict was the 
invitation extended to the Palestine Liberation Organization to take part 
in the debate on Palestine, and the recognition of the right of the Arab 
people of Palestine to self-determination and independent statehood. 

Of similar importance was the resolution in which the General Assembly 
advocates the independence, sovereignty, non-alignment and territorial 
integrity of Cyprus and calls for the withdrawal of all foreign troops 
from the island. The same applies to the adoption of a definition of 
aggression which can serve as an instrument of international law. 
Furthermore, this General Assembly has shown that most member states 
are not of basic rules laid down in the Charter. The delegates of the 
Pretoria regime were excluded from participation as being unrepresent- 
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ative of the South African population because of the regime’s apartheid 
policy. 

By the adoption of these and other decisions the XXIX session of the 
General Assembly demonstrated the new relationship of forces in the 
world. The imperialist forces are no more able to dominate the United 
Nations by majority vote as they did in the past. The constructive policy 
pursued by the community of socialist states is increasingly supported 
by Third World countries. As for the socialist countries, they resolutely 
stand by the side of the non-aligned countries which advocate peace and 
independence. The XXIX session of the General Assembly furnished 
practical evidence of the alliance between these two forces. 


Similarly, economic and social problems as well as human rights’ prob- 
lems were of great importance at this session. How dou you feel about 
the decisions adopted in this connection? 


In this regard the most important decision is doubtless the Charter of 
Economic Rights and Duties of States. It creates the basis for a new 
international economic system which is in fact founded on equality and 
mutual advantage. On the other side, this is the first fundamental docu- 
ment to spell out the inseparable correlation between the solution of 
economic and political problems and disarmament problems, and to 
demand this correlation be taken into account. The charter is clearly 
anti-monopolist, anti-colonialist, and anti-imperialist in character. 

The formation of an Intergovernmental Commission on Transnational 
Corporations is also in the interest of achieving and consolidating the 
economic independence of developing countries. In this context one has 
to mention those resolutions which underline the role of the public sector 
as well as the necessity of socio-economic changes for the social and 
economic progress of peoples. The decisions mentioned which cover 
economic problems will certainly promote the struggle against the im- 
perialist forces’ attempts to stop the social progress of peoples. 

Among the resolutions on human rights’ problems I should like to single 
out those in which the General Assembly condemns the terror unleashed 
by the fascist military junta in Santiago, and demands the release of 
political prisoners as well as the restoration of human rights in Chile. 
In the same way as the resolutions on Chile, the resolutions against 
apartheid, the illegal occupation of Namibia and the colonial and racist 
regime in Southern Rhodesia prove that the full realization of human 
rights calls for an end to imperialist, fascist, colonial and racist oppres- 
sion. 
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What was the GDR’s contribution to these results achieved by the 
General Assembly? 


In concert with the Soviet Union and the other states of the socialist 
community the GDR played a very. active part in the deliberations of 
the XXIX General Assembly session. Its aim was to enhance, on the 
basis of the UN Charter, the world organization’s efficiency in imple- 
menting its main task, i.e. the maintenance and consolidation of peace 
and international security, the realization of disarmament and the 
development of peaceful and friendly cooperation among states and 
peoples. In more than 70 statements representatives of our republic 
expressed their views about these problems. Our delegation helped draft 
or co-sponsored over 20 resolutions adopted by the General Assembly. 
When imperative steps against the apartheid regime of South Africa 
were discussed the GDR raised its voice in favour of such measures for 
the first time in the Security Council. 

It is only fair to say that during this session of the General Assembly the 
GDR fulfilled the duty of making an active contribution to the imple- 
mentation of the UN’s main tasks which it had assumed on being ad- 
mitted to the world body a year ago. Our socialist allies and many other 
countries have a high regard for this contribution. That our role is 
appreciated by the UN can be seen from the fact that the General As- 
sembly has elected the GDR to membership of various UN bodies such 
as the Geneva disarmament committee. 


Foreign Affairs Bulletin, No. 2, 14 January 1975, pp. 5/6. 


From the speech given by the Chairman of the GDR Coun- 
cil of State, Willi Stoph, at a New Year’s reception for the 
heads of diplomatic missions accredited to the GDR 


6 January 1975 


In 1975 too, the GDR will work constructively for peace and security in 
close and brotherly union with the USSR and the other states in the 
socialist community, as well as with all forces of good will. We are for 
lasting peace. Experience shows that relations between states with 
opposite social systems can best develop for the good of the peoples in 
conditions of peaceful coexistence. So the GDR’s aspirations are directed 
at making the process of détente irreversible. 


27 Kampf Rassismus engl. 417 


Fraternal cooperation with the Soviet Union and the other states in the 
socialist community is, and will remain, the point of main effort in our 
foreign policy. 

What we are working for is that the Conference on Security and Co- 
operation in Europe is concluded successfully as soon as possible and at 
the highest level. There is no doubt that this Conference can become the 
point of departure for trusting cooperation on the European continent 
— and not only there. That is what the peoples are expecting in the 
30th year of their liberation from fascism by the Soviet Union and the 
other anti-Hitler coalition forces. 

The German Democratic Republic will continue to develop its friendly 
relations with the states in Asia, in the Middle East, in Africa and in 
Latin America. Our people supports the struggle these peoples are 
waging for peace, independence and sovereignty, for social progress, 
against colonial oppression and neo-colonialist exploitation, against 
racism and fascist terror. 

With all states interested in the consolidation of peace the GDR will 
cooperate both bilaterally and in international organizations, above all 
within the UN, in solving international problems. 

We affirm our readiness to go on actively developing relations based on 
peaceful coexistence and mutually advantageous cooperation between 
states with different social systems. 


Foreign Affairs Bulletin, No. 2, 14 January 1975, pp. 5, 7. 


From the Manifesto issued by the Central Committee of the 
Socialist Unity Party of Germany, the Council of State, the 
Council of Ministers and the National Council of the Nation- 
al Front of the GDR to mark the 30th anniversary of liber- 
ation from Hitler’s fascism 


21 January 1975 


8 May 1975 marks the 30th anniversary of the victory of the Soviet 
Union and its allies over fascist German imperialism, a victory on which 
the unconditional surrender of Hitler’s Wehrmacht set the seal. The 
whole of progressive mankind celebrates this Day of Liberation. In 
Kurope it ended the most bloody and devastating of all wars. It brought 
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the peoples on our continent liberation from the fascist yoke. It also 
brought liberation to the German people. The fall of the German Reich 
cleared the path which led to the establishment of our German Demo- 
cratic Republic. 

8 May 1945 profoundly changed the international relationship of forces. 
It had a tremendous impact on the revolutionary activities of the peoples 
on all continents. The added strength and authority of the USSR and 
the emergence of the world socialist system opened up the prospect of 
lasting peace in Europe and created favourable conditions for the further 
advance of socialism. 

The successes of the community of socialist states and all achievements 
of our Republic are, and will remain, linked to the victory over the 
fascist aggressors that was won at tremendous cost. We pay homage 
to the heroes of the Red Army. We bow our heads in reverence before 
all those who fell in the struggle against fascism—on the war fronts and 
on the fronts of the resistance movement—, before all victims of Nazi 
savagery. Fascist German imperialism, which had set out to turn the 
whole world into one vast concentration camp, which had planned the 
extermination of entire peoples and had ruthlessly begun to carry out 
these plans, is responsible for the death of almost 50 million people, 
including 20 million Soviet citizens, over 6 million Poles, 1,700,000 
Yugoslavs, 600,000 French, 400,000 Americans, and 375,000 British. 
Among the German people the war took a toll of more than 6 million 
dead. 

The legacy of the dead obliges to do everything in our power to safe- 
guard the hard-won peace, and to make democracy and social justice 
prevail in all parts of the world. Our Republic and its citizens have 
committed themselves to this great aim in accordance with the lessons 
of history and the character of our era, which is of transition from 
capitalism to socialism. 

Successfully advancing along the road charted by the 8th Congress of 
the Socialist Unity Party of Germany, the working people of this 
country commemorate Liberation Day with new ideas and deeds to 
strengthen socialism, to safeguard peace permanently and to enable the 
people to live in happiness. 


I 

German fascism was a monstrous outgrowth of capitalism in its impe- 
rialist stage, and its system of terror and racism revealed in the most 
brutal way the aggressive and inhuman nature of the exploitative 
capitalist system. Hitler’s fascism had set out to subjugate the world 
for German monopolists and big landowners. Austria, Czechoslovakia 
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and Poland were the first victims. After having invaded most of the 
other European countries, it treacherously attacked the Soviet Union in 
1941. To destroy the first socialist state in the history of mankind, the 
vanguard of human progress, was its aim. 

Thus the Second World War was marked above all by a bitter conflict 
between the two socialist systems, by a military confrontation between 
the most reactionary form of imperialist rule as embodied by the fascist 
German Reich and burgeoning socialism as embodied by the Soviet 
Union. The Soviet-German front became the main front of the Second 
World War. The battles that decided the war were fought there. The 
crushing defeats which the Red Army inflicted on the fascist Wehrmacht 
ultimately led to the military destruction of the fascist German state. 


The victory of the Soviet Union in the Great Patriotic War opened up 
a new phase in the world revolutionary process. Everywhere the 
resistance against fascist occupation had become blended with the 
struggle to remove the social roots of imperialism, fascism and war. 
In a number of countries in eastern Europe the antifascist liberation 
struggle grew into popular democratic revolutions. In this way the 
world socialist system began to take shape. This was the greatest event 
in human history after the October Revolution. 

The victory over fascism gave fresh impetus to the struggle of the 

working class, the communist and labour movements throughout the 
world. There was a powerful upsurge in the national liberation move- 
ment of peoples against imperialism. It resulted in the total collapse 
of the imperialist colonial system. 
Today, the socialist community is the most influential force in the 
international arena. It has given an example to the whole world, 
showing to solve the problems of our time in the interests of the people. 
We are confident and proud to know that the working people of the 
German Democratic Republic are part of living socialism, that great 
force which is changing the world. It was the Soviet Union that flung 
open to us the door into freedom. We owe it to the working class which 
has lived up to its historic mission, an to the united Marxist-Leninist 
party of the working class that the only correct path into a better 
future open to us—a path that was anything but easy to follow—was 
pursued with such determination. 


II 

After liberation from Nazi rule by the Soviet Army, the German people 
were faced not simply with the opportunity, but with the obligation 
to make a fresh start. The lessons had to be learnt from history, in 
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particular from the two world wars unleashed by German imperialism 
and militarism. Communists, progressive Social Democrats, and other 
consistent antifascists came together on the basis of the anti-fascist/ 
democratic concept first outlined in the manifesto issued by the Central 
Committee of the Communist Party of Germany on 11 Juni 1945 and 
conforming to the principles of the Potsdam Agreement and the Charter 
of the United Nations. And they learnt these lessons well. 

The lesson was to destroy the political and economic roots of fascism 
and militarism and to create an anti-fascist, peace-loving and democratic 
German state which would never again threaten its neighbours. 

The lesson was to pave the way, through an anti-imperialist and 
democratic change-over, for a new social system without exploitation 
and oppression, without crises, poverty and misery—the way to social- 
ism. What was needed was to clear away not simply the material rubble, 
but also the legacy of human disruption left behind by fascism, what 
was needed was a fundamental renewal of the consciousness and culture 
of our people. 

The lesson was to shape our people’s history in friendship and alliance 
with the Soviet Union, participating in historical progress as embodied 
in the Soviet Union and world socialism, and never again to permit anti- 
Communism and enmity towards the Soviet Union. 

The lesson was to play an active part in the creation of a European 
structure of peace, which would bring peace to the peoples of our 
continent for many generations, and permit good-neighbourly coopera- 
tion for mutual benefit. 


The path which we have taken in the past three decades in continuation 

of the revolutionary traditions of the German working class is correct 

and successful. It has led towards socialism, which is convincingly 
demonstrating its superiority over capitalism. 

— Socialism has abolished the exploitation of man by man, and has 
introduced a basic change in human relations. Class contradictions 
have been replaced by friendship and mutual aid. 

— Socialism, on the basis of the political power of the working class 
and social ownership of the means of production, ensures that the 
productive forces can develop steadily and unaffected by any crisis 
for the well-being of all people. It guarantees the right to work not 
only in words but in social reality and offers a secure way of life. 

— Socialism gives each and everyone free access to an all-round educa- 
tion, enables all members of society to realize their full potential, 
gives the younger generation every opportunity to display their 
talents and abilities, guarantees equal rights for women and makes 
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it possible to achieve many other objectives pursued by revolutionary 
workers and other forces committed to democracy and human values 
throughout the history of the German people. 

— Socialism is the world of freedom, justice, humanity and human 
dignity. Living socialism, which presents itself today as the work 
of succeeding generations of workers, farmers, members of the 
intelligentsia and other working people, can be traced back to the 
Soviet Union’s act of liberation. 


The consolidation of our fraternal alliance with the Soviet Union, with 
our two socialist neighbours—Poland and Czechoslovakia—and with all 
the states of the socialist community is the supreme principle of our 
foreign policy, and this will remain so. The GDR stands firmly and 
unwaveringly at the side of the peaceloving and anti-imperialist forces 
all over the world. We have received their solidarity, and we now extend 
solidarity and assistance to them. The GDR will continue to contribute 
towards further changes in the relationsship of forces in favour of 
peace, democracy and socialism. To fulfil their duty well in the world 
revolutionary process—this is what the people of our Republic consider 
to be the legacy of 8 May 1945, the day of their liberation. 


Foreign Affairs Bulletin, No. 4, 31 January 1975, pp. 21—24. 


Statement by the Solidarity Committee of the GDR in sup- 
port of the Namibian people’s struggle for national inde- 
pendence 


3 February 1975 


Having scored notable successes in the national liberation struggle, 
the South West Africa People’s Organization (SWAPO) has offered 
negotiations on the independence of Namibia to the Government of the 
Republic of South Africa. 

The Solidarity Committee of the GDR which, on behalf of all classes 
and sections of the population in this country, has invariably considered 
SWAPO the authentic representative of the people of Namibia and 
supported its just struggle for the liberation of the country from colonial 
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oppression and all forms of racism and its fight for national independ- 
ence, renews its expressions of deep fraternal and militant solidarity 
at this stage of SWAPO’s struggle. 

It underlines the importance of the conditions named by SWAPO in 
offering negotiations to the South African Government, regarding them 
as absolutely necessary for the effective national liberation of the 
country. 

In this connection, the Solidarity Committee of the GDR fully supports 
SWAPO’s demand to close down all foreign consulates including the 
FRG consulate in Windhoek. The refusal of the Federal Government 
to comply with this demand is not only in flagrant contradiction 
to the legitimate demands of the people of Namibia and the other Afri- 
can peoples but also in defiance of UN demands and resolutions as 
reaffirmed by the XXIX session of the General Assembly. 

Declaring its full support for SWAPO, the Solidarity Committee of 
the GDR assures the people of Namibia of its continuing full solidarity. 


GDR Solidarity Committee Archives. 


From the toast proposed by UN Secretary-General Dr Kurt 
Waldheim at a dinner in the building of the GDR Council 
of State 


13 February 1975 


The United Nations, ladies and gentlenfen, is a political organization, 
which reflects changes and alterations in world politics and reacts 
sensitively to movements in the political balance of forces. The history 
of the world organization demonstrates this clearly. 

The years since the end of World War Two have been a period of profound 
historical transformation. Indeed, we live today in a world which the 
founders of the United Nations could hardly have imagined. Neither 
the progress in decolonization, nor the huge destructive potential 
of the atomic arms arsenal, nor the revolutionary developments in tech- 
nological, industrial and social spheres were fully predictable thirty 
years ago. 

The United Nations, too, has gone through a profound alteration in the 
course of these historical changes and the shifting in the balance of 
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relations. This alteration proves its viability, for the world organization 
can only be a useful instrument for international cooperation if it re- 
mains in accord with the realities of our times. 


Since the German Democratic Republic became a member of the Unit- 
ed: Nations in the autumn of 1973, it has participated actively in its 
work and thus made a useful contribution towards the solution of 
international problems. I would like to emphasize especially the active 
cooperation of the GDR delegation in the security and disarmament 
questions. 

I also welcome the efforts of the European states within the framework 
of the Conference on Security and Cooperation in Europe towards 
lasting peace on this continent and express my hopes that this confer- 
ence can soon be brought to a positive conclusion. | 
Finally, I take this opportunity to thank the German Democratic 
Republic for the support it has offered to a number of important 
objectives of the world organization since becoming a member. As an 
example I could mention the session of the Anti-Apartheid Committee 
which was held in the German Democratic Republic at the invitation 
of your Government. 


Foreign Affairs Bulletin, No. 6, 17 February 1975, p. 40. 


From the toast proposed by the Chairman of the GDR Coun- 
cil of State, Willi Stoph, at a dinner given in honour of UN 
Secretary-General Dr Kurt Waldheim in the building of the 
GDR Council of State 


13 February 1975* 


The German Democratic Republic attaches very great importance to the 
United Nations Organization. Our state and our people greatly appre- 
ciate the efforts of the Organization towards safeguarding world peace, 
promoting détente, eliminating the remnants of colonialism and racism 
and achieving world economic relations on an equal basis and the 
guarantee of human rights. 

The course and the results of the XXIX session have also been favour- 
ably received here. The ideals of strengthening international security 
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and détente, so promising for the future, are prevailing more and more 
in the deliberations and resolutions of the world organization. 

I should also like to take advantage of this opportunity to refer to the 
personal contribution made by the Secretary-General, Dr Waldheim, 
to the successful implementation of the United Nations’ tasks. I am 
thinking particularly of the tireless efforts he is making on the basis 
of the decisions of the UN General Assembly and the Security Council, 
to achieve a just, peaceful and lasting settlement of the conflicts in the 
Middle East and Cyprus and to initiate the steps required to put an 
end to colonialism and the racist policy of apartheid. 

The German Democratic Republic has belonged to the United Nations 
Organization for one and a half years. During this short period it has, 
a member of the socialist community of states, participated actively and 
constructively in the activities of the UN, after having worked for the 
humanitarian goals of the United Nations ever since it was founded. The 
German Democratic Republic uses the opportunities offered by UN 
membership to implement the policy of peace it has pursued since 
its founding, in full accord with the principles and aims of the Potsdam 
Agreement and the United Nations Charter. 

The German Democratic Republic works to strengthen the UN as an 
instrument for maintaining peace and promoting friendly relations 
among states, and for constantly increasing its authority and efficacy. 
This is all the more necessary because the forces opposed to détente 
have by means abandoned their dangerous goals. 

The people of the German Democratic Republic are preparing with 
great initiative for the 30th anniversary of the victory of the Soviet 
Union and its allies over Hitler’s fascism. This historic victory ushered 
in the longest period of peace in this century. The close relationship 
between this event and the founding of the UN underlines the signif- 
icance of the Organization and its Charter, whose principles and 
objectives are as relevant as ever. We feel it is our obligation to 
guarantee, together with all peace-loving forces, that the United Nations 
can utilize its possibilities to the fullest extent, so that the process of 
political détente becomes irreversible, is extended to the entire world 
and is complemented and reinforced by military détente. 

The useful and productive talks we have had with you, Mr Secretary- 
General, were conducted completely in this spirit. I consider your visit 
to the German Democratic Republic a significant event serving to 
strengthen relations between the German Democratic Republic and 
the United Nations Organization and serving the cause of world peace. 


Foreign Affairs Bulletin, No. 6, 17 February 1975, p. 39. 
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Statement by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the GDR 
on the International Day for the Elimination of Racial Dis- 
crimination 


21 March 1975 


On the occasion of the International Day for the Elimination of Racial 
Discrimination the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the GDR reaffirms the 
GDR’s full support for the struggle of the peoples in southern Africa 
to eliminate all forms of colonialism and racism. Colonialism, racism 
and apartheid constitute a gross violation of human rights and stand 
in flagrant contradiction to the Charter of the United Nations. 

This year the people of the GDR are celebrating the 30th anniversary 
of liberation from Nazi rule. The victory of the Soviet Union and the 
other members of the anti-Hitler coalition over Hitler’s facism was 
also a victory over the criminal Nazi racial theories. Together with 
the USSR and the other states of the socialist community the GDR has 
pursued and is pursuing a policy aimed at ensuring international peace 
and security, détente, and friendship among peoples. This policy implies 
all-round support for the struggle of oppressed peoples for national 
and social self-determination and independence, against exploitation 
and oppression. Since its inception the GDR has provided moral and 
material assistance to the liberation movements in many ways. 

The German Democratic Republic welcomes the historic successes 
achieved by the liberation movements in the former Portuguese colonies, 
and hails the policy pursued by the democratic forces in Portugal which 
has led to agreements on the granting of self-determination and inde- 
pendence to Guinea-Bissau, Mozambique, Angola, the Cape Verde 
Islands, SAdo Tomé and Principe. These developments mean further 
defeats for the colonialist and racist regimes in South Africa and 
Southern Rhodesia and for colonialism. The struggle for the elimina- 
tion of the racist regimes in southern Africa, which undermine the 
independence of the African peoples and pose a threat to international 
peace and security, requires further coordinated action on the part of 
all anti-imperialist and anti-colonialist forces. 

The GDR condemns the massive political, economic and military 
assistance for the racist regimes which leading NATO countries have 
long provided and recently even stepped up in total disregard for United 
Nations resolutions, thus enabling these regimes to go on oppressing and 
plundering the African peoples of South Africa, Namibia and Zimbabwe. 
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In the light of this it is all the more urgent that relevant United Nations 
resolutions should be implemented and strictly observed by all states. 
The GDR actively supports all resolutions and measures adopted by the 
UN General Assembly and the Security Council against colonialism, 
racism and apartheid. The GDR was a co-sponsor of important resolu- 
tions adopted at the XXVIII and XXIX sessions of the UN General 
Assembly and has called for strict observance by all states of the resolu- 
tions adopted at the General Assembly in regard to these questions. 
The GDR has immediately and unreservedly complied with the sanctions 
imposed by the United Nations Security Council against the racist 
regimes in South Africa and Southern Rhodesia. It maintains no politi- 
cal, economic or other relations whatsoever with these states and is not 
represented in those countries by third states. 

During the Decade of Action to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimina- 
tion proclaimed by the XXVIII session of the UN General Assembly, 
the Committee of the GDR set up for the purpose is playing an active 
role to help achieve the goals by the United Nations for the Decade 
of Action. 

The GDR will continue to consistently support the United Nations in 
all its activities for the complete elimination of all manifestations of 
colonialism, neo-colonialism, racism and apartheid. 


Foreign ‘Affairs Bulletin, No. 10, 2 April 1975, p. 75. 


Speech given by Ambassador Peter Florin, Deputy Minister 
of Foreign Affairs and Permanent Representative of the 
GDR at the United Nations in the Anti-Apartheid Com- 
mittee of the United Nations, concerning the apartheid 
policies of the Government of South Africa 


2 April 1975 


We regard the fact that the GDR was appointed a member of this 
committee on the eve of the 30th anniversary of the liberation of our 
people from Hitler’s fascism as a great compliment to the anti-colonial 
and anti-imperialist policies of peace pursued by the socialist GDR. 
The committee’s members have found for themselves further proof of 
the nature of these policies during their stay in our capital, Berlin. 
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The victory of the USSR and the other members of the anti-Hitler 
coalition over Hitler’s fascism 30 years ago was also a victory over 
the Nazis’ racial theories. This victory ushered in a new stage in the 
national liberation struggles against colonial and racist oppression and 
exploitation. The military, economic, political and moral defeat of 
German imperialism, whose fascist state and army leaders were forced, 
at the end of World War II, to offer unconditional surrender, created 
the conditions necessary for the emergence of a new German state, the 
GDR. 

The people of the GDR firmly grasped the opportunity offered them 
by history to root out fascism and racism. The GDR’s socialist order, 
which our people moulded through the exercise of their sovereign right 
to self-determination, has become a reliable support in the struggle 
against colonialism, neo-colonialism and racism. The national and anti- 
colonial liberation movements can always rely on the GDP’s solida- 
rity. 

Our position is that, the securer world peace is, the greater the 
possibilities for waging a successful struggle against colonialism and the 
policies of racism. We are also very conscious of the threat to peace 
which the racist régimes in southern Africa represent. World peace and 
détente permit us to develop our forces all the stronger for the struggle 
to finally eliminate colonialism and racism. That is why we are so 
ardently committed to deepening and making irreversible the process 
of détente. 

The struggle against the inhuman theories and practice of racism is an 
intrinsic part of the people’s anti-imperialist movement for peace, inter- 
national security, democracy and social progress. Indeed, joint action 
by all peace-loving and anti-imperialist forces has recently produced 
new successes. Thanks to the heroic struggles of the liberation move- 
ments in the former Portuguese colonies and to the policies pursued by 
the democratic forces in Portugal, and thanks to the decisions of the 
XXIX session of the UN General Assembly, the colonial, racist régimes 
in South Africa, Zimbabwe and Namibia have suffered defeats. But the 
elimination of the racist régimes in southern Africa calls for an exten- 
sion of the coordinated efforts of all anti-imperialist and anti-colonial 
forces. 

I would like to recall the fact here that the GDR has strictly observed 
all UN decisions on boycotting South Africa and Southern Rhodesia, 
and acceded unhesitatingly to the Convention on Combatting and 
Punishing the Crime of Apartheid. The GDR maintains no relations 
whatsoever with Pretoria and gives no recognition to the South African 
racist régime’s illegal occupation of Namibia. 
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As a member of the Anti-Apartheid Committee, we shall remain true 
to our principles and push for a stepping-up of support to the national 
liberation movement in southern Africa, and shall use our position to 
expose the racist Pretoria:régime and its backers. Furthermore, we shall 
energetically push for the implementation of all resolutions passed by 
the UN General Assembly and the Security Council against colonialism, 
racism and apartheid. _ 

I can assure you that, as a member of the Special Committee on Apart- 
heid, the GDR will strive to make even greater efforts to play its part 
in carrying out the committee's tasks. 


German text in: Archives of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the GDR. 


From a press release concerning the visit to the GDR of 
Major Michel Alladaye, personal envoy of the President of 
the Republic of Dahomey 


8 April 1975 


In the course of his stay the Chairman of the GDR Council of State, 
Willi Stoph, received Minister Alladaye for a talk.... 

During the conversation the Chairman of the Council of State dealt 
with the GDR’s development since the 8th SED Congress and the anti- 
imperialist foreign policy of the GDR, which is aimed at the consolida- 
tion of peace and security, solidarity with the peoples fighting for their 
freedom, and the implementation of peaceful coexistence between states 
of differing social systems. In this connection he underlined the great 
importance of the alliance between the states belonging to the socialist 
community and the national liberation movement in the fight for peace 
and social progress, against imperialism, colonialism and neo-colonial- 
ism. 


Both sides welcomed the friendly relations existing between the German 
Democratic Republic and the Republic of Dahomey and said that they 
should be strengthened further. They underlined the identity of views 
of both states in the struggle for peace, international security and social 
progress. 
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Discussing the international situation, both ministers noted with satis- 
faction the progress achieved in consolidating world peace and inter- 
national security. 

They expressed their satisfaction at the successful development of the 
process of decolonization on the African continent, underlining their 
determination to continue to press for the total eradication of 
colonialism and the abolition of the apartheid regime in South 
Africa, and to support the peoples in their struggle. Both ministers 
stressed that the ever closer alliance between socialism and the national 
liberation movement in Africa is an essential foundation in the fight 
for peace and security in the world, against imperialism and neo-colo- 
nialism, for social progress and the consolidation of independence. 


The two ministers noted with satisfaction that their identity of views on 
the most important issues of international relations provides a good 
basis for further developing cooperation between the two countries. 


Foreign Affairs Bulletin, No. 12, 23 April 1975, p. 90. 


Telegram sent by the First Secretary of the Central Com- 
mittee of the Socialist Unity Party of Germany, Erich 
Honecker, to the President of the International Meeting 
marking the 20th anniversary of the Bandung Conference 


14 April 1975* 


On the occasion of the 20th anniversary of the historic Bandung Confer- 
ence I convey to you and all participants in the International Meeting 
warm greetings on behalf of the Central Committee of the Socialist 
Unity Party of Germany and the people of the German Democratic 
Republic. 
The peoples of Asia and Africa have our unqualified solidarity in their 
just struggle for national independence, peace, security and coopera- 
tion, against colonialism, racism and neo-colonialist exploitation, and 
against all forms of the imperialist policy of aggression and interfer- 
ence. 

The historic victory of the USSR and the other powers of the anti- 
Hitler coalition over German fascism and Japanese militarism and the 
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resulting upsurge of all revolutionary movements ushered in a new 
stage in the peoples’ struggle to liberate themselves from colonial 
exploitation and from oppression as nations. The emergence of the 
world socialist system changed the international relationship of forces 
decisively in favour of peace and social progress. It was an essential 
condition for the collapse of the imperialist colonialist system. 

The conference of Asian and African countries in Bandung 20 years 
ago gave a strong impetus to the national liberation movement of the 
peoples of Asia and Africa. It confirmed that it was really possible 
for states with different social systems to work peacefully together and to 
implement the principles of peaceful coexistence, which are essential 
elements of socialist foreign policy. 

I should like to express the conviction that your meeting will contribute 
toward further strengthening the alliance between the states of the 
socialist community and the countries of Asia and Africa having achiev- 
ed national independence. We are certain that the solidarity movement 
of the peoples of Asia and Africa will remain an important factor in 
the struggle against imperialism, for peace and social progress. 


Foreign Affairs Bulletin, No. 12, 23 April 1975, p. 86. 


Appeal issued by the Berlin meeting of the World Peace 
Council to mark the 30th anniversary of the victory over 
Hitler’s fascism 


22 April 1975 


The World Peace Council issues this appeal to all people of good will, 
all for whom peace, human happiness, a secure future for our children, 
and friendship among peoples are of supreme importance. 

The resounding victory, more than 30 years ago now, over the dark 
forces of Hitler’s barbarianism and Japanese militarism was of world 
historic importance. The hard-won victory of the anti-Hitler coalition, 
together with the heroism of the partisans, who took part in armed 
uprisings and in the resistance in the occupied areas, managed to thwart 
the fascists’ megalomaniac plans to conquer the world. 

In these titanic struggles, during which the Soviet Union was the one 
to make the greatest sacrifices and played the decisive role, the fates 
of all peoples and the future of civilisation itself were at stake. 
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The peoples’ sacrifices were not in vain, but made it possible to. advance 
the cause of peace, democracy and social progress. 

There emerged the mighty community of socialist countries, a bulwark 
for all progressive forces. 

The abominable colonial system was swept away, and the peoples of 
the liberated countries of Asia, Africa and Latin America became 
masters of their own destiny. 

In the capitalist countries, the working people’s.struggle for social and 
political rights took on new dimensions. 

The mightiest peace movement in history grow up, uniting people of 
the most varied political and philosophical persuasions in joint action 
to bar the path of the forces of reaction, aggression and war. 

The beginnings of a thaw were achieved in the cold war, opening the 
way for a normalization of relations on a peaceful basis. 

With the progress of détente, a new, hopeful international climate has 
been created. Peaceful coexistence is asserting itself more and more as 
the principle on which to base relations between states with differing 
social systems. The danger of a nuclear war has diminished. 

But reaction has not yet laid down its arms. There are still international 
flashpoints, and imperialism still plagues the world with misery, suffer- 
ing and threats of war. Nevertheless, the situation has never been so 
favourable for banning war for ever from human life. 

The World Peace Council issues this solemn appeal to all peoples on 
this 30th anniversary of the victory over fascism: 

Let us make this 30th year since the victory over fascism into a massive 
offensive by all the forces aiming to further the cause of world peace, 
in order completely to isolate the enemies of international détente and 
to expose their intrigues. 


We call on you: 

to further international détente, to make it irreversible and to extend 
it to all countries and continents. Our aim is to eltminate all the hotbeds 
of war and crises throughout the world. 


We call on you: 

to complement political détente by military détente, to halt the arms 
race and to reduce spending on arms. Our aim is complete. disarma- 
ment. 


We call on you: . 
to drive hunger and want from the world and to put an end to exploita- 


tion by the multi-national concerns and the monopolists. Our aim is to 
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achieve victory for the developing countries’ struggle for economic 
independence and development. 


We call on you: 

to fight ardently against fascism, racism and neo-colonialism. Extend 
solidarity to all peoples bravely defending themselves against imperial- 
ist oppression and aggression. 

Joint action on the part of all antifascists was the precondition for 
victory 30 years ago. Joint action by all peace-loving forces today is 
vital for the success of our struggle for peace, security and national 
independence. 


German text in: Neues Deutschland, 22 April 1975. 


Statement made by GDR representative Bernhard Neuge- 
bauer before the Economic and Social Council of the United 
Nations (ECOSOC) concerning the Decade of Action to 
Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination 


27 April 1975 


The delegation of the German Democratic Republic welcomes the fact 
that consideration is given to the Decade of Action to Combat Racism 
and Racial Discrimination as a special issue under the item human rights 
questions of the Social Committee of ECOSOC. The reports of the 
Secretary-General (Doc. E/5636, Add. 1—3, E/5637 and Add. 1), now 
before the Committee, which have been prepared pursuant to para- 
graph 18 (f) of the Programme for the decade, have been duly noted by 
my delegation. It is, in particular, the information supplied by govern- 
ments and international organizations on actions, proposals and conclu- 
sions made by them in connection with the Decade of Action, which 
find the interest of my delegation. 

The German Democratic Republic attaches great importance to the 
Programme for the Decade of Action to Combat Racism and Racial 
Discrimination, as adopted by General Assembly Resolution 3057 of 
2 November 1973. It fully agrees with the demand in the resolution 
that human rights and basic liberties be guaranteed for every human 
being—irrespective of race, colour, creed, national or ethnic origin. In 
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this context I should like to stress the point made in the programme for 
the Decade of Action that any policy aimed at preserving or strengthen- 
ing racist regimes should be opposed and that an end should be put 
to existing racist regimes. 

My delegation supports the idea of a World Conference on Combating 
Racial Discrimination and expresses its gratitude for the offer of the 
Government of Ghana to host such an international Conference. Racism, 
racial discrimination and apartheid are among the most brutal viola- 
tions of human rights. They are instruments of imperialist and colonial 
oppression and exploitation. In particular, they are meant to divide the 
anti-imperialist liberation movement in its endeavours for social, poli- 
tical and economic independence. The evil of racism is an inherent 
phenomenon of imperialism. The struggle for its elimination, therefore, 
is an important element of the anti-imperialist movement for inter- 
national peace and security, for democracy and social progress. 

In order to achieve the objectives of the Decade of Action to Combat 
Racism and Racial Discrimination it is, in the view of my delegation, 
important to consistently implement the measures provided for in that 
programme. In this connection, I want to draw the attention of the 
Committee to those forces of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization 
which continue to support the racist regimes in Southern Africa despite 
relevant resolutions of and condemnation by the UN. My delegation 
demands that those forces immediately cease any military, economic 
and political cooperation with these racist regimes. 

The position of the German Democratic Republic as a member of the 
socialist community of states is well known. In close alliance with the 
states of Africa, Asia and Latin America and the national liberation 
movements we have always stood up for the elimination of apartheid, 
racism and racial discrimination and we will continue to do so. The 
GDR has always supported, without any reservations, the resolutions 
adopted by the General Assembly and the Security Council directed 
against the racist regimes in South Africa and Southern Rhodesia; it 
has strictly abided by all boycott resolutions. The GDR maintains no 
relations whatsoever with the racist regimes and has no representation 
in Namibia which is illegally occupied by South Africa. We do maintain, 
however, friendly relations with the African liberation movements, 
among them the African National Congress, and give them political, 
moral and material support. 

In this connection, I would like to recall, that the GDR was one of the 
first states to ratify the Convention on the Suppression and Punish- 
ment of the Crime of Apartheid. The GDR has only recently become a 
member of the Special Committee against Apartheid and endeavours to 
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participate actively in the work of the Committee to help achieve its 
objectives. 

The Decade of Action to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination has 
met with great support in the GDR, and it has initiated a great number 
of activities by individuals, social organizations and government bodies. 
Here I would like to draw the attention of the Committee to the informa- 
tion supplied by the Government of the GDR (Doc. E/5637 Add. 1) in 
which the concrete measures taken so far in the German Democratic 
Republic for the Decade of Action are listed. 

In the view of my delegation it is also significant that in the report by 
the Secretary-General (Doc. E/5636/Add. 3) the attention of the Com- 
mittee is also drawn to Decision 4 “30th anniversary of the defeat of 
Nazism and fascism” adopted by the Committee on the Elimination 
of Racial Discrimination at its 242nd session on 14 April 1975. This 
resolution proceeds from the inseparable connection between the defeat 
of German fascism and Japanese militarism and the struggle for the 
elimination of racist ideologies and still existing racist and fascist 
theories. 

This year we observe the 30th anniversary of the victory of the Soviet 
Union and the other states of the anti-Hitler coalition over Hitler’s 
fascism, which was one of the most brutal and most infamous forms 
of imperialist racial policy. That victory achieved at enormous cost 
liberated the peoples of Europe, among them my own people, from 
Nazi domination. Yet at the same time, favourable conditions were 
created for the struggle of the peoples for liberation from colonial 
slavery, for national independence and for the elimination of all racist 
and fascist ideologies. Therefore, my delegation supports paragraph 2 of 
the resolution which condemns racism and all vestiges of Nazism and 
fascism that persist in the world in whatever form they may exist; 
and it also subscribes to the reminder in paragraph 3 that all states 
parties to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial 
Discriminaton are required to do everything in their power to put 
an end to such inhuman ideologies. 

My delegation would like to see the Economic and Social Council draw 
the attention of the XXX session of the General Assembly in an appro- 
priate way to this interrelationship and to the decision of the Committee 
on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination. 

My delegation believes that Resolution 3057 of 2 November 1973 is an 
effective instrument to increasingly draw the attention of international 
public opinion to racist exploitation and oppression and to advance 
the struggle for their elimination. 

We hold the view that the more secure world peace, the greater the 


435 


possibilities for waging an effective struggle against colonialism and 
racist policies. But we are well aware of the danger for peace emanating 
from the racist regimes in southern Africa. Among the activities during 
the Decade of Action to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination a 
special place should be given this year to measures in the framework 
of International Women’s Year. Women have played a great role in 
the struggle against colonialism, apartheid, racism and racial discrimi- 
nation, and they are in the forefront of the anti-imperialist movements 
for peace, democracy and social progress. My delegation deems it 
appropriate for the place of women in the struggle for peace, détente 
and disarmament, and against colonialism, racism and foreign occupa- 
tion and exploitation to be duly appreciated in the draft plan of action 
for the World Congress in International Women’s Year. 

The German Democratic Republic welcomes the activities in the frame- 
work of the Decade of Action to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimina- 
tion and it will support all measures which in the spirit of the Decade 
and its programme contribute towards fulfilling its objectives. | 


Archives of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the GDR. 


Joint statement issued by the Solidarity Committee of the 
GDR, the National Council of the National Front of the 
GDR, the National Executive of the Confederation of Free 
German Trade Unions, the Central Council of the Free 
German Youth, the Peace Council of the GDR, the GDR— 
Africa Friendship Society, the GDR Committee for Human 
Rights, and the GDR Committee for the Decade of Action 
to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination 


22 May 1975 


Since its foundation the GDR—together with the Soviet Union and the 
other states of the socialist community—has comprehensively and 
consistently supported the just struggle waged by the peoples of Africa 
for national independence and social progress, against imperialism, 
colonialism and neo-colonialism, against racism and apartheid. 

The population of the GDR has sided with the liberation fighters of 
South Africa, Namibia and Zimbabwe, rendering them active solidarity. 
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It supports the fight of the peoples of Guinea-Bissau, Angola and Mo- 
zambique for the establishment of independent and democratic states. 
It supports all other African peoples struggling for national, economic 
and social liberation. 

The 30th anniversary of the Soviet Union’s heroic victory over Hitler’s 
fascism on 8 May 1975 is an opportunity for the people of the GDR, 
who know from their own experience what solidarity means, to assure 
the peoples of Africa still under colonial and racist domination of their 
unwavering solidarity and support. 

Liberation from German fascism and Japanese militarism by the Soviet 
Union and the subsequent upsurge in the world revolutionary process 
introduced a new stage in the peoples’ fight to end colonial exploitation 
and national oppression. The emergence of the world socialist system 
decisively changed the international balance of forces in favour of peace 
and social progress. It was essential for the collapse of the imperialist 
colonial systems. During the last two decades more than 80 countries 
of Africa, Asia and Latin America gained national independence. The 
advances of the national liberation movement in Guinea-Bissau, Mo- 
zambique, Angola, Sado Tomé and Principe, and the struggle of the 
democratic forces in Portugal brought about the collapse of the Por- 
tuguese colonial regime. Owing to this development, the balance of 
forces in Africa changed further in favour of the forces of progress and 
national liberation. It created a new situation for the total eradication 
of colonialism and racism in the whole of Africa. 

The existence of racist regimes and their brutal policy of oppression 
and exploitation are a gross violation of the right to self-determination 
and of all the other human rights laid down in the United Nations 
Charter. They are a serious threat to peace and international security. 
The results of the XXIX session of the UN General Assembly are clear 
evidence that the overwhelming majority of peoples are firmly resolved 
to put -an end to the policy of colonialism, racial discrimi-. 
nation and apartheid. In accordance with the peace programme adopted 
at the 24th CPSU Congress, the socialist states have decisively con- 
tributed by their constructive peace policy towards the adoption of the 
latest United Nations documents against colonialism, racism and apart- 
heid. In contrast, the NATO states have prevented the exclusion of 
South Africa from the United Nations and boycotted the embargo reso- 
lutions of the Security Council, maintaining close relations with the 
South African racist regimes and giving them comprehensive support. 
Active solidarity with all those oppressed is an integral part of the 
policy pursued by the international working class. That is the reason 
why the citizens of the German Democratic Republic—together with the 
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Soviet people and the other fraternal socialist peoples—will continue 
to actively and consistently support the struggle to overcome all forms 
of racism and the colonial heritage. 

Together with all democratic and peace-loving forces all over the 
world, we demand that all NATO states immediately break off all 
relations with the South African racists and strictly observe the United 
Nations sanctions against South Africa. 

We demand the immediate release of all political prisoners in South 
Africa, Namibia and Southern Rhodesia; freedom for Nelson Mandela, 
Walter Sisulu, Dennis Goldberg and all those convicted at the farcical 
Rivonia trial! 

We call on all progressive forces of the world to close their ranks still 
tighter in the struggle against colonialism and neo-colonialism, against 
racism and. apartheid. 


Foreign Affairs Bulletin, No. 16, 30 May 1975, 117/118. 


Speech on the death of the South African freedom fighter, 
Bram Fischer, delivered to:the United Nations Anti-Apart- 
heid Committee by Ambassador Peter Florin, Deputy Min- 
ister of Foreign Affairs and Permanent Representative of 
the GDR at the United Nations 


27 May 1975 


I should like to endorse the messages of condolence on the death of 
Bram Fischer. 

On 8 May, the 30th anniversary of the great victory over Hitler’s fascism 
and its barbaric racial theories, there occurred the death of a man, 
who had become famous for his tireless struggle against apartheid 
and racism in South Africa. He was one of the outstanding leaders of 
the South African Communist Party, and had been decorated with the 
Lenin Peace Prize. The fascist prisons could not break his will. 

His death is a great loss for the anti-apartheid movement. 

I am convinced that his example will be followed by other people in 
South Africa who understand that Pretoria’s racist policies are an 
affront to humanity and will sooner or later be swept away. 


German text in: Archives of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the GDR. 
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Statement made by GDR representative Bernhard Neuge- 
bauer at the UN Security Council concerning the question 
of Namibia 


5 June 1975 


For more than a decade the United Nations has been compelled to deal 
with the illegality of the occupation of Namibia by the South African 
apartheid regime. Numerous resolutions relating to this question have 
been adopted by the Security Council and the General Assembly. 
Measures have been taken to ensure respect for the principles of the 
United Nations Charter. 

However, the régime of the white minority in Pretoria has disregarded 
all the resolutions of our Organization. It has even intensified the terror 
in Namibia and South Africa in order to maintain its racist power. The 
apartheid régime still holds to the view that its crimes can be justified 
and that it can find allies to support it. This régime, in an effort to 
hide its intentions, pursues various tactics. Some hours ago, the overseas 
service of Agence France Presse (AFP) reported the convening of so- 
called constitutional talks on the future of Namibia in Windhoek by the 
Vorster régime. In order to conceal its manoeuvres, the régime in Pre- 
toria has for some time been misusing the notion of détente, which is 
so important for the safeguarding of peace in the world. My delegation 
declares its complete solidarity with the views expressed in this forum 
by African and other countries and which say that the statements of 
Vorster concerning the question of Namibia are a plain derision of our 
Organization and are in direct contradiction not only of the demands 
of Security Council resolution 366 (1974) of 17 December 1974, but also 
of the United Nations Charter in general. 

In our time, when the tendency of détente is prevailing ever more all 
over the world, the policy of a régime oppressing the freedom of other 
peoples by racist terror and occupying foreign territories cannot be 
tolerated any longer. 

Like the majority of those who have spoken in this forum, my delega- 
tion also holds the view that the suppression of the crime of apartheid 
and thus of the threat to peace in the South African region is the 
concern of all peoples and states, and it is beyond doubt that apartheid 
is a social plague. 

The words of the President of SWAPO have emphatically demonstrated 
to us the real situation in Namibia. The struggle of SWAPO, the genuine 
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representative of the interests of the Namibian people, is in full con- 
formity with the relevant demands of United Nations resolutions, in 
particular Security Council Resolution 366 (1974). It is a genuinely just 
struggle to which we give our wholehearted support. Only a few days 
ago during a visit to my country, Mr Sam Nujoma, President of SWAPO, 
had an opportunity to see for himself the active solidarity of the people 
of the German Democratic Republic. For many years, the GDR has 
supported SWAPO morally, politically and materially, and will continue 
to do so. 

Firm solidarity with the southern African peoples fighting for their 
liberation is a principle governing the foreign policy of my country. 
I should like to emphasize that the German Democratic Republic has 
always acted in conformity with the decisions of the various organs of 
the United Nations, including the resolutions of the Security Council 
regarding Namibia and South Africa. My country has neither diplomatic 
nor consular relations with South Africa and it does not maintain any 
representation whatsoever in Namibia. It will hardly be necessary to 
say that in the GDR there are no any such circles participating, in any 
form, in the exploitation of the national resources of both those 
countries. 

The fact that the peoples and the peace-loving forces all over the world 
demand, today more than ever, the eradication of all remnants of colo- 
nialism and neo-colonialism, racism and the apartheid policy is an 
expression of the changed international balance of forces. 

Therefore my delegation holds the view that the Security Council must 
make full use of its possibilities in order to eliminate finally this 
continuing hotbed of conflict in southern Africa and to support the 
people of Namibia in the realization of its right to self-determination, 
national sovereignty and territorial integrity. In conformity with its 
main responsibility for the safeguarding and consolidation of peace and 
international security, the Security Council has the task of taking 
effective measures to force the Vorster régime to end immediately the 
illegal occupation of Namibia or pay the price for its stubbornness. 
Mindful of their historic experience with Hitler’s fascism, the people 
all over the world expect that, taking into consideration the lessons 
drawn from the victory over fascism and racism 30 years ago in Europe, 
the biggest anachronism of our epoch will be ended once and for all-in 
southern Africa as well. 

Together with the Soviet Union and the other states of the socialist 
community, the German Democratic Republic is among the firm allies 
of the African states in the struggle for an end to colonial rule in 
southern Africa. The special session of the United Nations Special 
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Committee against Apartheid which took place in May 1974 in the 
capital of my country, Berlin, again confirmed and made clear that the 
United Nations, in its measures against the last bulwarks of colonialism 
and racism, can rely not only on the majority of states but also on a 
broad people’s movement. It also proved that the racist régime in 
Pretoria is condemned by democratic public opinion all over the world. 
In conclusion, I should like to express again the determination of the 
GDR Government to support the just struggle of the people of Namibia 
and its liberation organization, SWAPO. 


Archives of the Mini8try of Foreign Affairs of the GDR. 


From the speech given by Prof. Johanna Topfer, Deputy 
Chairwoman of the National Executive of the Confedera- 
tion of Free German Trade Unions, during the general 
debate of the United Nations World Conference for Inter- 
national Women’s Year held in Mexico City’ 


23 June 1975 


International Women’s Year proclaimed by the session of the United 
Nations General Assembly has met with a lively response in the GDR. 
The people and the Government of my country fully support its 
humanitarian concern. 

The equality of men and women, embodied in the Constitution of the 
GDR and fully implemented in practical life, is considered in our state. 
We have made the experience that the complete and permanent libera- 
tion of women from exploitation and discrimination can only be achieved 
when all social circumstances allow this. We share this experience with 
all states of the socialist community. 

The socio-economic transformation of our country, the elimination of 
imperialism and the construction of socialism would have been impos- 
sible without the active participation of women. Thus, the preconditions 
for a completely new and equal position of women in society have been 
created. With energy and ingenuity women and men alike have built a 
state of peace and democracy. Women are active in all spheres of social 


1 Source did not contain full text. 
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life and due to their equal status they contribute toward further in- 
creasing the material and cultural living standard of our people. During 
this process the personality of women is changing with self-confidence, 
a sense of social responsibility and creativity becoming the dominant 
features. 

As in other countries of the socialist community, the results of the social 
development of women are extremely positive in our country, too. In 
the GDR the fundamental human rights, which also include the basic 
rights of women, have been implemented from the outset.... 

We think that the results achieved in the GDR in ensuring an equal 
social status for women are a useful contribution towards social progress 
in the world. 

We are proud of having implemented the resolutions and recommenda- 
tions of the United Nations and its specialized agencies concerning the 
rights and the status of women in the GDR. This does not mean, how- 
ever, that all problems have been solved. We are making great efforts 
and are determined to further improve the material and intellectual 
conditions enabling women to reconcile much better their domestic, 
professional and social responsibilities and to play a still greater role 
in the struggle to preserve and strengthen peace. 

Many women and men of our country have personally experienced the 
burden of imperialist exploitation and oppression. Therefore, we can 
well understand how much energy and persistence the peoples of the 
developing countries who have been oppressed and exploited for decades 
have to put forth in order to ensure a decent life for themselves. All our 
solidarity and sympathy is with these peoples. 

We are deeply convinced that the struggle for effective disarmament 
measures and for the complete elimination of still existing forms of 
colonialism, neo-colonialism, racism, national and social oppression are 
important conditions for further advances towards sex equality, par- 
ticularly in the developing countries. 

The GDR advocates the implementation of the principles of the United 
Nations Charter, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the Decla- 
ration on Granting Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples and 
of other documents under international law. We demand that the most 
fundamental human rights for the women and men of Chile, South 
Africa and the territories occupied by Israel be no longer trampled 
upon. We support the demand of all peoples to implement their right to 
national and social self-determination. We advocate the implementation 
of the legitimate rights of the people of Palestine, including their right 
to establish a state of their own. 

In the spirit of the resolutions adopted by the General Assembly of the 
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United Nations for International Women’s Year we advocate increasing 
the effectiveness of international documents relating to the situation and 
the rights of women. It would be a great step forward if the relevant 
resolutions of the United Nations concerning the equal rights of women 
were implemented in all countries. We energetically support the speedy 
adoption of an international convention on the elimination of discrimina- 
tion against women. 


Women are a major factor in the struggle for peace and détente. Their 
still more active involvement in all countries will make it possible to 
advance still more rapidly. We have always encouraged this humanita- 
rian objective to the best of our abilities. In International Women’s 
Year we help to reach our common aim by various national and inter- 
national activities and acts of solidarity. 

We regard the World Congress convened by an international preparatory 
committee to take place in Berlin, the capital of the German Democratic 
Republic, on October 1975 as an essential contribution to the world-wide 
success of International Women’s Year proclaimed by the United Na- 
tions. We shall create the best possible conditions for the successful 
holding of this Congress in Berlin and make our guests familiar with 
the life of our people, of women and their families. 

Let me assure you that our population and our state will be attentive 
hosts imbued with the spirit of solidarity with all peoples fighting for 
human rights, inspired by the desire to preserve peace and determined 
to promote the humanitarian work of the United Nations with all their 
might. 


Foreign Affairs Bulletin, No. 20, 21 July 1975, pp. 154/155. 
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Telegram sent by the First Secretary of the Central Com- 
mittee of the Socialist Unity Party of Germany, Erich Hon- 
ecker, the Chairman of the GDR Council of State, Willi 
Stoph, and the Chairman of the Council of Ministers, Horst 
Sindermann, to the President of the Mozambique Libera- 
tion Front and President of the People’s Republic of Mo- 
zambique (FRELIMO), Samora Moises Machel, to mark the 
proclamation of the People’s Republic of Mozambique 


25 June 1975 


On the occasion of the proclamation of the People’s Republic of Mozam- 
bique, we should like, in the name of the Central Committee of the 
Socialist Unity Party, the Council of State, the Council of Ministers and 
the people of the German Democratic Republic, to communicate our 
warmest greetings to the Central Committee of the Front for the Libera- 
tion of Mozambique, to the Government and people of the People’s Re- 
public of Mozambique and to you personally. 

It is a great honour and pleasure for us to be able to inform you that 
the Government of the German Democratic Republic recognizes the 
People’s Republic of Mozambique as a sovereign, independent state. In 
accordance with the agreement signed on 24 May 1975, diplomatic rela- 
tions will be established between the German Democratic Republic and 
the People’s Republic of Mozambique as of 25 June 1975. 

The proclamation of the People’s Republic of Mozambique is an event of 
great political importance, the result of a long, tenacious and heroic 
political and military struggle waged by the people of Mozambique, 
under the leadership of FRELIMO, against the former colonial-fascist 
régime and its imperialist allies. It is the result of the change which has 
been brought about in the balance of international forces in favour of the 
forces of peace, socialism and national liberation. Your country and 
people are an integral part of this world-wide revolutionary movement, 
which is based on our common basic interests in the struggle for peace 
and social progress, against imperialism, colonialism, neo-colonialism 
and racism. 

The Socialist Unity Party of Germany and the German Democratic Re- 
public note with profound satisfaction that since the beginning of 
FRELIMO’s struggles they have maintained an unshakeable confidence 
in the victory of your just struggle and, in accordance with their funda- 
mental policy principles, have been active in promoting solidarity to 
bring this day closer. 
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Be assured that, as an integral part of the socialist community united 
round the Soviet Union, the German Democratic Republic will continue 
to give of its best to support the efforts of FRELIMO and the entire 
population of the People’s Republic of Mozambique to build up a new 
life and a new social order, to overcome the many problems left behind 
by colonialism, and to ward off attacks from neo-colonialism and reac- 
tion. 

On behalf of the Central Committee of the Socialist Unity Party of 
Germany, the Council of State, the Council of Ministers and the people 
of the German Democratic Republic, we should like to express our 
heartfelt wishes to you, Comrade Machel, to FRELIMO and to the popu- 
lation of the People’s Republic of Mozambique for great success in 
strengthening your independence and in guiding your country along the 
path of social progress. 


German text in: Aussenpolitische Korrespondenz, No. 27, 3 July 1975, p. 210. 


From a statement by the GDR Government on Resolution 
3349 (XXIX) of the UN General Assembly concerning the 
need to consider suggestions regarding the review of the 
UN Charter 


3 July 1975* 


The Government of the German Democratic Republic refers to its state- 
ment of 9 September 1974 (A/9739) in which it defined its basic position 
on the review of the Charter of the United Nations, came out against any 
change in its provisions and emphasized the need for the full implemen- 
tation of the Charter in international relations. 

Having carefully studied the present written observations of states and 
the opinions expressed in the debates during the XXIX session of the 
UN General Assembly, the Government of the German Democratic Re- 
public finds its position confirmed, all the more so as a great majority of 
states difinitely reject a review of the UN Charter. 


In the view of the Government of the German Democratic Republic, the 
principles embodied in the Charter are political and legal tenets, the 


universal respect and implementation of which is the prerequisite for 
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ensuring a lasting peace, strengthening international security and de- 
veloping peaceful cooperation among peoples and states on a basis of 
equality. These principles and their observance made possible the 
positive changes that have occurred in international relations since the 
Charter was adopted. 

Indeed, the important changes in the international situation that have 
taken place since 1945 are changes in the sense of the purposes and 
principles of the UN Charter formulated in its Articles 1 and 2. Particu- 
lar evidence thereof is the liberation of the majority of oppressed peoples 
from colonial domination. The UN Charter also constitutes the decisive 
instrument of international law for all international efforts to eliminate 
the remaining bastions of colonialism. 

Both the development of bilateral relations between states with different 
social systems and the efforts made by the Conference on Security and 
Cooperation in Europe for a stable structure of peace in Europe bring 
out ever more clearly the growing importance of the principles of the 
Charter in the international process of détente. Not only the fundamental 
principles of the Charter such as sovereign equality of states, non-inter- 
ference in internal affairs of other states, and respect for the right of 
peoples to self-determination, but also the rules derived therefrom for 
the functioning of the United Nations have stood the test of time. That 
is fully true of the powers, the structure and the make of work of the 
Security Council in which primary responsibility for the maintenance of 
international peace and security has been vested. 

In this regard the principle of unanimity of the permanent members of 
the Security Council has proved its worth in repulsing aggression and in 
defending the rights of those peoples that have struggled and are strug- 
gling for their liberation from colonialism, for their right to self-deter- 
mination and their national independence. The Union of Soviet Socialist 
Republics in particular has, as a permanent member of the Security 
Council, at all times taken a resolute stand for the cause of peace, the 
strengthening of international security and the elimination of the system 
of colonialism in all its forms. The principle of unanimity has proved to 
be an effective instrument for the implementation of peaceful coexist- 
ence. Under conditions of détente it can promote the necessary coopera- 
tion of the major military powers for international security and disarma- 
ment. 


The Government of the German Democratic Republic reiterates and 
reaffirms its view that the only effective way to increase the effective- 
ness of. the United Nations in accordance with its purposes and principles 
is to strictly implement and fully apply the provisions of the Charter, to 
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oppose with determination any violation or disregard of the Charter, and 
to remove forthwith all remaining consequences of infringements of the 
Charter. 


Foreign Affairs Bulletin, No. 19, 14 July 1975, p. 143. 


Interview with the General Secretary of the Solidarity 
Committee of the GDR, Kurt Kriiger, to mark the 15th an- 
niversary of the Committee’s founding 


21 July 1975* 


What are the main tasks of the Solidarity Committee of the GDR? 

Our Committee’s task is to coordinate all actions carried out by public 
organizations, institutions and individual citizens of the GDR in solidar- 
ity with the peoples fighting against imperialism, colonialism and neo- 
colonialism. The Committee was founded in 1960, at the very time when 
many countries on the African continent, which had been oppressed and 
exploited by colonialism, gained national independence, As the GDR 
Committee for Solidarity with the Peoples of Africa we made it our cause 
to give these newly founded states wide support. As a result of this 
work the African-Asian Peoples’ Solidarity Organization (AAPSO) 
invited us to cooperate with them. We were granted observer status by 
this organization and thus our activity was inevitably extended beyond 
the borders of Africa. On 20 July 1965, exactly ten years ago, the Viet- 
nam Commission of our Solidarity Committee was founded to give the 
fraternal people of Vietnam effective support in their struggle against 
overt US aggression. In the early 70’s solidarity with the peoples of the 
American continent gained greater significance as the revolutionary 
process in Chile and other Latin American countries became more 
intense. Our committee took actions as a united Solidarity Committee of 
the GDR. The year 1974 saw the establishment of a Chile Centre and a 
Committee for the Decade of Action to Combat Fascism and Racial Dis- 
crimination. There is thus every reason to say that the Committee’s 
activity, which reflects the continuity of our republic’s anti-imperialist 
policy based on the principles of proletarian internationalism, has become 
wider and more effective from year to year. 
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How is the task of coordinating the activities of public organizations 
carried out in daily practice and what are typical examples of the work 
being done? 

The Solidarity Committee relies in its work on the public organizations 
existing in the GDR. It coordinates, for instance, all solidarity meetings 
taking place in our republic, is responsible for leaflets published, films 
etc., and organizes material support from GDR citizen through its sub- 
ordinate bodies. The Vietnam Committee is responsible for all the aid 
given to the peoples of Indochina, especially to Vietnam. The Chile 
Centre attends to the needs of the 1,200 political refugees from Chile 
now living in the GDR, supports in all respects the activity of the “Chile 
antifascista” bureau and also supports the various Chile committees in 
Latin America in their struggle against the fascist junta. As regards 
Africa, one priority is to extend solidarity to the liberation movements 
operating especially in the southern part of the continent and another 
is to grant all-round political, moral and material support to the newly 
independent states. 

Furthermore, our committee represents the GDR vis-a-vis national and 
international solidarity organizations. It maintains close relations with 
all members of the AAPSO, of which there are more than 80, and with 
a further 40 progressive solidarity committees on all continents. This 
direct cooperation, not only adds to the impact of anti-imperialist solidar- 
ity but at the same time makes it possible to exchange important in- 
formation. 


What kind of links exist between the Committee and the people of the 
GDR? 

Through the various mass organizations the Solidarity Committee 
reaches all sections of society—from Young Pioneers to old age pensioners. 
The main part of the solidarity fund, however, comes from the working 
class through its steady flow of solidarity contributions to the trade 
unions. In the ten years since it was founded the Vietnam Committee has 
received over 400 million marks in donations from the population, more 
then half of this sum coming from the Confederation of Free German 
Trade Unions. So nobody in the GDR is kept out of solidarity activities. 
There are thousands of citizens who have actively supported solidarity 
campaigns for years, and who regularly transfer donations to the Com- 
mittee’s solidarity fund. Thanks to the internationalist attitude of people 
in the GDR the world-wide reputation of our country and of our com- 
mittee as well, has continued to grow in the last 15. years. 


Foreign Affairs Bulletin, No. 23, 23 August 1975, pp. 169/170. 
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Message from the Chairman of the GDR Council of State, 
Willi Stoph, to the President of the Organization of African 
Unity, Major-General Mohamed Siad Barre, on the occasion 
of the 12th Conference of the Heads of State and Govern- 
ment of the African states held in Kampala 


29 July 1975* 


Allow me, on behalf of the Council of State and the people of the Ger- 
man Democratic Republic, to extend our best wishes and warmest 
greetings to the representatives of the independent African peoples on 
the occasion of the 12th summit meeting of the heads of state and gov- 
ernment of the countries belonging to the Organization of African 
Unity. 

With the support of the countries of the socialist community and of 
other progressive forces throughout the world, the peoples of Africa 
have achieved new, important successes in the past few months in their 
struggle against colonialism and for national independence. The anti- 
fascist democratic transformation which has taken place in Portugal, and 
the victory of the peoples of Guinea-Bissau, Mozambique, Angola and 
the other former Portuguese colonies—two events which are closely 
related and interdependent—have opened up new possibilities for the 
struggle to eliminate the vestiges of colonialism on the African continent 
and to end racism and apartheid. We also congratulate the African 
countries on the effectiveness of their efforts to overcome neo-colonial 
exploitation and dependence. 

Together with the other countries of the socialist community, the Ger- 
man Democratic Republic will continue to stand firmly at the side of the 
countries and peoples of Africa and render solidarity and support to 
them in their endeavours to consolidate their political sovereignty and 
economic independence. 

The people and the Government of the German Democratic Republic 
recognize that, to secure social progress for humanity and to safeguard 
the peoples’ legitimate rights, it is necessary to maintain and consolidate, 
peace, and will, therefore, not cease from their efforts to extend the 
process of détente, which has become the dominant trend in international 
relations. 

Allow me to express the great esteem which your active commitment to 
the noble cause of peace and understanding between peoples has aroused 
in the German Democratic Republic. 


German text in: Aussenpolitische Korrespondenz, No. 31, 29 July 1975, p. 242. 


29 Kampf Rassismus engl. 449 


Statement by the Solidarity Committee of the GDR, the 
Peace Council of the GDR, the GDR Committee for Human 
Rights and the GDR Committee for the Decade of Action to 
Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination, addressed to the 
people of Namibia and its liberation movement, the South 
West African People’s Organization (SWAPO)' 


26 August 1975 


With feelings of solidarity and sympathy we follow the just and cour- 
ageous struggle waged by the Namibian people under the leadership of 
SWAPO for self-determination, national independence, the implementa- 
tion of its social demands and for democratic rights and human dig- 
nity. 

Ignoring the resolutions of the UN Security Council and the advisory 
opinion of the International Court of Justice the South African racist 
regime has to this day maintained its illegal occupation of Namibia. The 
changed situation in the south of the African continent resulting from 
the achievement of independence by former Portuguese colonies has 
brought about the failure of the strategy of colonialists and racists. The 
constantly growing front of the fighters for liberation, the steadily 
mounting resistance of the peoples and also the suspension of the delega- 
tion of South Africa from participation in the XXIX session of the 
UN General Assembly have added to the international isolation of the 
apartheid regime. The racists in Pretoria whose policy is dictated by the 
interests of international monopoly capital are unable to mislead the 
forces of peace and progress by their recently declared readiness for 
“change and reform”—a move to adjust themselves to the changed rela- 
tionship of forces. Resolute anti-imperialist struggle under a joint leader- 
ship will put an end to the crime of apartheid and the illegal occupation 
of Namibia. 

The people of the German Democratic Republic have always condemned 
with disgust and abhorrence the inhuman system of colonial and racial 
oppression, which is incompatible with international law, the degrading 
working conditions and the ruthless exploitation of the people of Na- 
mibia by the South African racist regime and the imperialist monopolies. 
At the same time it denounces the NATO states supporting the cruel 
colonial rule of the South African apartheid régime. 


1 Source did not contain full text. 
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We share the view of the vast majority of UN member states that in 
accordance with Chapter VII of the Charter of the United Nations 
energetic measures should be taken against South Africa and that the 
strict observance of such measures by all states without exception should 
be ensured. In this connection we welcome the latest activities of the 
Committee of Twenty-four on Decolonization, the Special Committee 
against Apartheid and the UN Council for Namibia, which are aimed at 
the immediate implementation of the Namibian people’s right to inde- 
pendence and self-determination. 

We are convinced that the decisions adopted at the latest session of the 
OAU Council of Ministers in Kampala will also add to international 
public support for the just struggle of the Namibian people. 

Side by side with the other states of the socialist community the GDR 
will continue its efforts to strengthen SWAPO, the leading force in the 
liberation struggle and the legitimate representative of the Namibian 
people, in every respect. The people and the Government of our country 
will continue to give their full backing to all UN resolutions that are 
conducive to implementing the right to self-determination of the African 
peoples still subject to colonial and racist oppression. 

The lessons of history prove that in the struggle against imperialism, 
colonialism, racism and neo-colonialism victory for the just cause of the 
oppressed. peoples is certain. 


Foreign Affairs Bulletin, No 24, 2 September 1975, p. 180. 


From the statement made by the Minister of Foreign Affairs 
of the GDR, Oskar Fischer, at the VII special session of the 
UN General Assembly 


5 September 1975 


The German Democratic Republic welcomes the convening of the 7th 
Special Session of the General Assembly of the United Nations. It is 
taking part in the discussion of burning issues of economic cooperation 
in the firm belief that it will thereby further the objective of the 
6th Special Session of 1974. Economic problems can be tackled and 
finally solved only in their inseparable connection with the strengthen- 
ing of world peace and international security. Economic, scientific and 
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technological relations between states should take account of the inter- 
ests of all peoples. In this endeavour the German Democratic Republic 
is certain to find itself in agreement with the emergent nations in Asia, 
Africa and Latin America. The Charter of Economic Rights and Duties 
of States, adopted at the XXIX session of the General Assembly provides 
a good basis for this. 


Fifteen years ago, in response to a proposal made by the USSR, the 
United Nations adopted the Declaration on the Granting of Independence 
to Colonial Countries and Peoples. Today the colonial system has been 
virtually abolished. 

The forces of national liberation, the socialist states and all other progres- 
sive forces are now directing their efforts at removing from the life of 
the peoples the remnants of colonial and racist oppression and neo- 
colonialist exploitation. This and the elimination of any form of discrimi- 
nation are among the indispensable prerequisites, for reshaping interna- 
tional economic relations. 

Therefore, the conclusions drawn in the Lima Declaration of non-aligned 
countries also reflect our own views. We regard the results of that 
foreign ministers’ conference as a contribution to the joint endeavour 
of socialist and non-aligned states to strengthen the political founda- 
tions for international economic relations based on equality. 

It is in keeping with a fundamental purpose of the Charter of the United 
Nations to develop international economic relations in full accordance 
with the principles of the sovereignty of states, equal rights, non-inter- 
ference, renunciation of force and mutual benefit. The existence and 
development of states with different social systems and different levels 
of development require truly equitable and mutually beneficial economic 
relations among them. The adoption of the Charter of Economic Rights 
and Duties of States has been an important step on the road to this goal. 
To put it into practice is an urgent task. 

We share the view that the results of the Conference on Security and 
Cooperation in Europe are apt to further international cooperation in 
all spheres. 

And there can be no doubt that only under conditions of détente will 
the developing countries be able to fulfil their complicated tasks and 
make the necessary socio-economic advances. The stability of economic 
relations between states depends on the measure of success that will be 
achieved in the efforts to give détente a solid material basis. Such rela- 
tions can then be of greater advantage to the peoples. 

Despite an improvement of international political relations the arms 
race is continuing. It does not only inhibit the strengthening of interna- 


452 


tional security but directly affects the solution of pressing economic 

problems. Huge sums are spent on armaments in the world every year. 

These funds are greater than the combined national incomes of the 

Asian and African developing countries. Every move towards arms limi- 

tation and disarmament however limited will release resources for socio- 

economic development and thus for raising the living standards of the 
peoples. 

The resolution providing for a 10 per cent reduction of the military 

budgets of the permanent members of the Security Council, proposed 

by the Soviet Union and adopted back in 1973, is still awaiting imple- 
mentation. Immense additional resources would be available to assist 
the developing countries in speeding up industrialization, increasing 
domestic food production and combating natural calamities and diseases. 

Attempts by certain quarters to delay the implementation of this very 

resolution still further are harmful to economic and social prosperity. 

They favour the arms race. 

Carrying on the traditions of the revolutionary working class and living 

up to the teachings of Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels who stated over 

a century ago that “a people that represses others cannot emancipate 

itself” the German Democratic Republic has broken once and for all 

with the colonialist foreign policy of German imperialism. It is highly 
consistent with the character of a socialist state that we 

— pledge solidarity with the national and social liberation struggle of 
the Asian, African and Latin American peoples against imperialism, 
colonialism, neo-colonialism and racism; 

— develop state-to-state relations with these countries on the basis of 
the principles of peaceful coexistence and anti-imperialist solidarity ; 
and 

— support the struggle of these states for the consolidation of inde- 
pendent statehood and the achievement of economic independence 
from imperialism. 

In the efforts to maintain and safeguard world peace, to oppose imperial- 

ist wars and aggressions and to gain acceptance for the principles of 

peaceful coexistence, the German Democratic Republic is a natural ally 
of the African, Asian and Latin American states. 

The former colonial rulers have left a severe legacy to the peoples they 

oppressed. These peoples continue to be plundered by neo-colonialism 

often under the pretext of “measures dictated by market conditions”. 

It is the legitimate right of the developing countries to demand financial 

and material compensation for all the damage caused to them by those 

who practised colonialism and are now resorting to neo-colonialism. 

You may rest assured that we will at all times support the justified 
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demands of these countries. As a socialist state the German Democratic 
Republic will, of course, help the developing countries to overcome the 
severe legacy of the past at a faster pace and to accelerate their sover- 
eign economic development. In this context it is obvious that developing 
countries which have carried out radical socio-economic changes have 
been remarkably successful in increasing their industrial and agricultural 
capacity and efficiency for the benefit of their peoples. 

The experience gathered in the German Democratic Republic in rebuild- 
ing the economy destroyed in the Second World War and in making it 
flourish furnish proof of the great force of socio-economic changes, The 
people of the German Democratic Republic have consciously chosen the 
road of socialism. 

Many of the problems besetting the Asian, African and Latin American 
states are inherent in the system of the world capitalist economy and 
are a result of former colonialist and present-day neo-colonialist prac- 
tices. I am referring, for example, to the transfer of profits to what are 
called metropolitan countries, the plundering of the raw material re- 
sources of the developing countries, trade on unequal terms and the 
brain-drain. 

Transnational corporations are still intervening in the internal affairs of 
other peoples, subjecting them to exploitation. In a number of develop- 
ing countries they control, through a widely ramified network of sub- 
sidiaries and branches, almost the entire industrial sector and foreign 
trade. That restricts the sovereignty of the developing countries over 
their natural resources, complicates socio-economic transformations 
indispensable to the social progress of these countries, and obstructs the 
systematic development of their national economy. 

As was also pointed out in Lima last week, international finance capital 
is drawing enormous profits from its exploitation of the Asian, African 
and Latin American countries. The transnational corporations impose on 
the developing countries a division of labour that means huge profits for 
the corporations but proverty and backwardness for the developing 
countries. The monopolistic concepts of so-called reforms dictated by 
market conditions are designed to open up lucrative sources of profit 
for monopoly capital. 

This situation shows very clearly that any success in pushing back the 
power and influence and in curbing the political and economic activities 
of the transnational corporations largely depends on the speedy fulfil- 
ment of the resolutions adopted at the 6th Special Session and the 
implementation of the norms contained in the Charter of Economic 
Rights and Duties of States. As a member of the Commission on Trans- 
national Corporations of the Economic and Social Council the German 
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Democratic Republic, in conjunction with other states, has proposed 
measures to control these imperialist forces in the interests of socio- 
economic progress and the independence of the developing countries. 
We welcome the endeavour of the Foreign Ministers of the non-aligned 
countries at their conference in Lima to work out common guidelines 
to place foreign investment activities under their national jurisdiction. 
This matter should also be taken up by this Special Session. 

Since the 6th Special Session, economic cooperation has been under a 
heavy strain on account of the continuing deep crisis of the capitalist 
economic system. As a result of the crisis, the living conditions of mil- 
lions of working people in the capitalist countries are getting worse and 
worse, and much of the economic potential remains unused to the detri- 
ment of economic and social progress. The crisis has considerable nega- 
tive effects on international economic relations with the developing 
countries worst hit of all. Their growing balance-of-payment difficulties 
and increasing trade deficits bear this out. 

Most of these states have additional financial burdens to bear, running 
deeper and deeper into debt. The crisis of the world capitalist economy 
is closely connected with inflation and dislocated currencies. Attemps to 
reform the capitalist monetary system of Bretton Woods or to come to 
terms in the framework of the International Monetary Fund have been 
unsuccessful. They have failed to take account of the interests of all 
states. 

The GDR is opposed to passing the consequences of the capitalist crisis 
on to the developing countries. The effects of the capitalist monetary 
crisis on international economic relations must be overcome. Proposals 
to this effect have been submitted. All states should join as equals in 
examining and realizing these proposals. Would not UNCTAD be the 
proper forum to consider them closely? 

Like all its socialist allies, the GDR has always developed its relations 
with the developing countries on the basis of the progressive principles 
embodied in the resolutions of the 6th Special Session and in the Charter 
of Economic Rights and Duties. It would be inconsistent with the 
character of our state if it sought to control the economies of these states 
or to secure privileges. On the contrary: Within its possibilities the 
German Democratic Republic is rendering the developing countries 
material, scientific, technological and financial aid on favourable terms. 
A supreme principle guiding the German Democratic Republic in this 
is to respect the national sovereignty of the states concerned, for instance 
their title to plants or facilities constructed. 

The dynamic evolution of the socialist states and their socialist economic 
integration are having a beneficial effect on international economic 
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relations. Long-term agreements of the member countries of the Council 
for Mutual Economic Assistance with 64 Asian, African and Latin 
American countries make these relations both stable and dependable. 
The CMEA member countries have so far extended to their partners 
in developing countries long-term loans on preferential terms to the 
amount of about 11,000 million roubles. CMEA countries have under- 
taken 2,900 economic projects in these countries, part of them now in 
progress. 

By continuously expanding its bilateral relations with developing coun- 
tries in the political, economic, scientific and technological spheres and 
by constructively participating in the work of the United Nations, the 
German Democratic Republic is also helping to put into practice the 
resolutions of the 6th Special Session and the Charter of Economic 
Rights and Duties of States. With supplies of complete industrial plants, 
machinery and equipment, agricultural machines, and mining and 
chemical products, the German Democratic Republic supports the efforts 
of the developing countries to speed up their industrialization, modernize 
their agriculture and develop their infrastructure. 

Its foreign trade turnover with developing countries achieved an average 
annual growth rate of 18.6 per cent between 1970 and 1974, a figure 
higher than the overall growth rate of its foreign trade. In recent years 
the German Democratic Republic has steadily increased its imports of 
semi-manufactures and manufactures from developing countries. We 
encourage endeavours to diversify foreign trade. We are also contemplat- 
ing joint economic cooperation of several socialist states with developing 
countries. 

Since the 6th Special Session, the German Democratic Republic has 
concluded new agreements with developing countries in a wide range 
of fields, including long-term agreements on trade and industrial tech- 
nological cooperation and agreements on the erection of large industrial 
complexes, the transfer of know-how, the despatch of experts and train- 
ing or advanced training for specialists. In the last ten years more than 
10,000 people from developing countries came to the German Democratic 
Republic for vocational training or studies at universities and technical 
schools. 

By immediately organizing relief measures to assist developing countries 
hit by natural disasters we have been anxious to alleviate the suffering 
of the people in those areas. Let me mention especially the GDR’s sol- 
idarity consignments to the drought-stricken African countries. 

The GDR considers it an important contribution to the implementation 
of the resolutions of the 6th Special Session to enhance the complexity 
of its economic, scientific and technological cooperation with the devel- 
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oping countries. Our exports to these countries, consisting for the greater 
part of machines and equipment, increasingly involve the making 
available of specialists, the building and putting into operation of com- 
plete plants, and the training of manpower from the developing coun- 
tries. At the same time, the GDR is ready, in line with its possibilities, 
to import part of the output of such new industries being set up in the 
developing countries. This is a move towards a division of labour spe- 
cifically suited to the requirements of the developing countries that will 
make it easier for them to repay the loans granted to them on favourable 
terms. 

The continuous expansion of economic relations between the German 
Democratic Republic and the developing countries demonstrates that the 
GDR has been and remains a reliable partner in all spheres of interna- 
tional cooperation, including the economic sphere. 

In preparation for the 7th Special Session the German Democratic Re- 
public has submitted constructive proposals to help solve the problems 
placed on the agenda. They should duly be taken into account in the 
further consideration of the complex issues involved. 

We have carefully studied the numerous proposals and suggestions put 
forward by the “Group of 77” and the non-aligned countries. I can state 
before this distinguished assembly that the views of the GDR on the 
fundamental international political and economic issues are identical 
with or similar to those taken by the non-aligned countries. 

The GDR supports the proposal of the “Group of 77“ to work out a 
programme of measures designed to regulate commodity markets. It 
considers that a stabilization of commodity markets would enhance the 
economic and political independence of the developing countries and 
would be in the interests of improved economic cooperation. We share the 
view held by many states that the conclusion of new international com- 
modity agreements and the enhancement of the economic effectiveness 
of existing ones provide wide-ranging opportunities for this. But the 
degree of effectiveness of such agreements will also depend on whether 
or not speculative practices of transnational corporations can be elimi- 
nated. This would also make it possible to achieve economically justified 
prices. In this way the demands of the developing countries for long- 
term stable export earnings would benefit, too. We fully endorse the 
elaboration of a general agreement on commodities. Beside other meas- 
ures the implementation of a proposal by the developing countries to 
the effect that international buffer stocks, financed on a voluntary basis, 
should be established on a mounting scale could have a beneficial effect 
on the stabilization of international commodity markets. 

We back the developing countries in their demand to give their goods 
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easier access to the markets of the developed capitalist states and to 
remove all existing discriminatory practices. It is well known that as 
regards access for the developing countries to the markets of socialist 
states there are no barriers whatsoever, but, on the contrary, a whole 
set of practical measures designed to promote such access in a systematic 
way. 

We welcome efforts to make the activities of the socio-economic organs 
and organizations of the United Nations system more effective in the 
interest of international cooperation. The only basis for such efforts can 
be the UN Charter. Our delegation supports the proposal that an 
inter-governmental commission be set up to give further consideration 
to these problems with are both complex and difficult. 


Foreign Affairs Bulletin, No. 25, 12 September 1975, pp. 189—191. 


Message of greetings addressed by the Central Committee 
of the Socialist Unity Party of Germany to the 12th meet- 
ing of the Council of the Afro-Asian Peoples’ Solidarity 
Organization (AAPSO) 


17 September 1975 


On the occasion of the 12th meeting of the Council of the Afro-Asian 
Peoples’ Solidarity Organization I convey to you in the name of the 
Socialist Unity Party of Germany and the entire people of the German 
Democratic Republic greetings of solidarity. 

We are convinced that this conference will contribute to the consolida- 
tion of peace and détente as well as to the further integration of the 
anti-imperialist liberation movement. 

The German Democratic Republic, which has always actively supported 
the struggle of the peoples of Africa and Asia against imperialism and 
neo-colonialism and for national liberation and socio-economic progress, 
will also in future stand firmly at their side in common with all the 
anti-imperialist forces of the world. 


German text in: Neues Deutschland, 17 September 1975. 
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From the speech given by the Minister of Foreign Affairs 
of the GDR, Oskar Fischer, at the XXX session of the UN 
General Assembly 


24 September 1975 


The XXX session of the United Nations General Assembly takes place 
at a time of notable changes in international relations. The idea of 
peaceful coexistence of states having different social systems has gained 
ground in the past year; international agreements and pledges make 
this idea both powerful and binding. This fills the peoples with relief 
and allows them to look hopefully into the future. 

In the thirtieth year since the victory over fascism we are also celebrat- 
ing the thirtieth anniversary of the founding of the United Nations 
Organization. Both anniversaries are strong reminders that it is neces- 
sary to strengthen international security still further. Fighting and shed- 
ding their blood, the peoples gained the right to live in security and 
peace. To establish a world without wars has been the guiding principle 
of the United Nations. It is on record that this is also the supreme aim of 
socialist foreign policy. On the occasion of the thirtieth anniversary of 
liberation from Nazism the Government of the German Democratic 
Republic reaffirmed its dedication to the legacy of the victims of fascism, 
pledging to do everything in its power not only to preserve but to 
promote what has been so hard to achieve. 


Fifteen years ago, taking up a proposal by the Soviet Union and relying 
on its Charter, the United Nations adopted the Declaration on the Grant- 
ing of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples. That ushered 
in the final stage of the struggle for the political independence of the 
peoples under colonial rule. The German Democratic Republic has at 
all times stood at the side of the national liberation movements. It will 
continue to support them in their efforts to eliminate the last vestiges 
of colonial and racist domination. 

Flagrantly defying the clearly expressed will of the United Nations, 
the racist régime of Pretoria, a bastion of colonialism in southern Africa, 
is carrying on with its policy of oppressing and terrorizing the majority 
of the people. It is maintaining its illegal rule in Namibia. It is high time 
for Security Council resolution Nr. 366 of 17 December 1974 to be imple- 
mented. Moreover, the German Democratic Republic supports the deci- 
sions of the Kampala Conference of the Organization of African Unity, 
demanding that a total arms embargo be imposed on the Vorster regime, 
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that economic sanctions be applied against it and that relations with it 
be severed. We concur with all those who regard the continuation and 
expansion of economic and military cooperation between a number of 
states and South Africa as support for that régime. To discontinue such 
cooperation is an essential prerequisite for settling the question of South 
Africa in keeping with the right of peoples to self-determination. 

Our sympathy and solidarity are with the people of Zimbabwe in their 
just struggle against the Smith régime. The sanctions adopted by the 
Security Council against the racist rulers of Rhodesia must be strictly 
observed. 

Under the weight of the offensives launched by the national liberation 
movement, and in the wake of the democratic changes in Portugal, the 
last colonial empire has collapsed. It is with great joy that we welcome 
the delegations of the People’s Republic of Mozambique and of the Cape 
Verde Republic as representatives of countries that have gained inde- 
pendence in a struggle involving great sacrifices and of peoples with 
whom the German Democratic Republic has long maintained links of 
solidarity. We extend an equally warm welcome to the representatives 
of the Democratic Republic of Sio Tomé and Principe. 

Full of sympathy, we are looking forward to Angola celebrating its 
independence in November and taking its place in the United Nations 
as a sovereign state. The current situation, however, is a cause for con- 
cern. Reactionary forces, backed from abroad, are out to destroy the 
gains of the liberation struggle, to plunge the country into a fratricidal 
war and to violate its territorial integrity. They want the country to 
remain open to the neo-colonialist influence of transnational corpora- 
tions. But the people of Angola must not be deprived of the fruits of 
their liberation struggle for which they have made great sacrifices. 
Political liberation from the colonial yoke is a great achievement. It 
contributes to cooperation among all peoples on the basis of equality, 
the right to self-determination and respect sovereignty of states. At 
the same time, these young sovereign states are facing the need to 
abolish the colonial structures of their national economies and of their 
international economic relations. We support the just demands they 
raised at the 6th and 7th Special Sessions of the United Nations General 
Assembly for a new international economic order. 


Foreign Affairs Bulletin, No. 27, 1 October 1975, pp. 203, 205. 
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Statement by the Peace Council of the GDR and the Soli- 
darity Committee of the GDR concerning the International 
Week of Solidarity with Angola 


29 September 1975 


The International Week of Solidarity with Angola called for by the 
World Peace Council is an opportunity for the Peace Council and Sol- 
idarity Committee of the German Democratic Republic to associate them- 
selves firmly with the struggling people of Angola. 

The momentous changes that have taken place in Africa, the victories 
of the liberation movements, the winning of independence by Guinea- 
Bissau and the Cape Verde Islands, of Mozambique, Sao Tomé and 
Principe and the impending proclamation of the independence of 
Angola, are all thwarting the plans of external and internal reaction to 
profit from the riches of Africa also in the future. In order to secure 
their political and economic influence, reactionary groupings in Angola, 
backed by powerful monopoly groups, are involving the country in 
military conflicts, and troops of the South African apartheid régime 
and of Zaire are crossing its borders. 

These are the same international monopoly circles which are keeping 
the criminal racist régimes on the African continent alive and want to 
make Angola a buffer zone against the liberation of southern Africa. 

In the face of these imperialist plans the Peace Council and the Solidarity 
Committee of the GDR declare their solidarity with all those brave 
fighters of the Angolan people who are fighting resolutely and unwaver- 
ingly at the side of the MPLA for a free Angola. We see in the MPLA 
the liberation movement which is consistently and undauntedly waging 
a struggle against all imperialist plans to infiltrate and dismember their 
country and for the real independence of Angola. 

The Peace Council and the Solidarity Committee of the GDR condemn 
in the sharpest terms the external and internal reactionary forces which 
would like to subject Angola to neo-colonialist plundering and deprive 
the people of the fruits of their struggle of many yedrs, and are provok- 
ing the danger of a protracted civil war. 

We demand the immediate cessation of all imperialist attempts at inter- 
vention. 

Our solidarity and support go to the people of Angola and their rep- 
resentatives who are fighting for the unity of their country, for inde- 
pendence, freedom and progress. 


German text in: Peace Council Archives. 
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Statement made by GDR representative Giinter Mauers- 
berger in the Fourth Committee of the XXX session of the 
UN General Assembly concerning the question of Southern 
Rhodesia 


3 October 1975 


The successful advance of the peoples of former Portuguese colonies 
on the road towards independence and the increasingly successful rejec- 
tion of all attempts made by reactionary forces to stop or slow down 
this process have considerably added to the isolation of the colonjalist 
and racist régimes of Pretoria and Salisbury. The successful anti-colonial 
struggle of the African peoples and of all anti-imperialist forces united 
with them in solidarity have made it possible to weaken the anach- 
ronistic vestiges of colonialism and racism in southern Africa to a con- 
siderable extent. 

More and more states and Governments take the view that international 
peace and security are jeopardized by the subsisting illegal minority 
régime in Southern Rhodesia and its practices which are contrary to 
international law. 

In the fifteenth year since the Declaration on the Granting of Inde- 
pendence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, initiated by the Soviet 
Union, was unanimously adopted, it is more urgent than ever to comply 
with the legitimate demands of the people of Zimbabwe for independ- 
ence and self-determination on the basis of the resolutions of the UN 
General Assembly and Security Council. The requisite conditions have 
become more propitious. The process of world-wide détente, which was 
manifest at the Conference on Security and Cooperation in Europe, will 
not by-pass Zimbabwe. It is high time,to grant the people of Zimbabwe 
the right to self-determination on the basis of the principle of majority 
rule as set forth, inter alia, in Resolution 3297 (XXTIX) of 13 December 
1974, and in Resolution A/AC.109/494 on the question of Southern Rho- 
desia which was adopted by the Special Committee of 24 on 26 June 
1975. 

In this context, I wish to refer to the statement made by the represent- 
ative of the ANC at the session of the Special Committee of 24 on 9 May 
1975, saying that the ANC is fighting to establish majority rule now and 
not some time in the future. 

This objective must be supported. It requires, however, the application 
of such effective measures as are laid down in Resolution A/AC.109/494, 
adopted by the Special Committee of 24 on 26 June 1975, and, thus, the 


462 


strict implementation of resolutions relating to Southern Rhodesia which 
were adopted by the General Assembly and the Security Council. 
Almost every day world opinion is alarmed by news of stepped-up ter- 
rorism which the illegal Smith régime is applying against the African 
population. African people are doomed to live in so-called protected 
villages which are in fact concentration camps. Defenceless men, women 
and children are being killed. Political prisoners and exiles are up to a 
hard fate. Now as before, the racist régime is supported by its South 
African allies and political friends. South African troops are still on 
Southern Rhodesian territory and participate in acts of oppression and 
discrimination against the people of Zimbabwe. Permit me to recall here 
the very eloquent report of the Special Committee of 24 on Southern 
Rhodesia (document A/10023/Add. 2), which in paragraph 5 adduces proof 
of Vorster’s support for the Smith régime. In certain Western European 
countries, agencies are recruiting more mercenaries to help in keeping 
down the people of Zimbabwe. 

These are the facts. The Smith régime pretends to be ready to negotiate 
and to arrive at a compromise formula with the ANC, the liberation 
movement of Zimbabwe. In fact, the Smith régime, seeing the changing 
balance of forces in Africa and the trends towards the elimination of 
the remnants of colonialism and racism, is trying to gain time and 
maintain its illegal racist domination. 

The authority of the United Nations and pressure by democratic world 
opinion must force the Smith régime to accept the United Nations resolu- 
tions and to recognize the right of the people of Zimbabwe to self- 
determination and independence. 

We place on record our full sympathy and support for the national 
liberation movement as the only legitimate representative of the people 
of Zimbabwe. Therefore, any solution concerning the future of Zimbabwe 
must be achieved with the participation of the national liberation move- 
ment. 

The just cause of the African people of Zimbabwe cannot be regarded 
in isolation. Debates in the United Nations and developments in southern 
Africa have amply proved that it is not sufficient to just draw the atten- 
tion of the United Nations to the illegal régime which came to power by 
a coup d’Etat. 

Serious attention must also be given to those forces which support the 
racists in southern Africa, making it possible for these to evade the 
sanctions of the United Nations. Here, the South African apartheid 
régime is the most striking example. This régime, itself heavily accused 
by the international public on account of its policy of apartheid which 
defies international law, and of its illegal occupation of Namibia, is the 
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chief violator of sanctions against Southern Rhodesia, rendering military 
and economic support to the Smith régime. This is the appraisal made 
by the Council of Ministers of the Organization of African Unity in the 
Declaration of its session at Dar-es-Salaam in April this year, and we 
fully agree with it. South Africa is the principal trading partner, and 
the external economic mainstay, of the illegal régime in Southern Rho- 
desia. South Africa is also a clearing-house for many of the machinations 
in which big corporations of imperialist countries have been engaging 
to evade and violate United Nations resolutions. 

It is an open secret that supplies of Rhodesian chromium, tobacco and 
meat reach their destinations in Western Europe and America with 
certificates forged in South Africa, and, inversely, that the Smith 
régime receives a great portion of goods subject to sanctions from these 
countries via South Africa. 

Regrettably, it is necessary for me to recall here that press agencies and 
other sources report multinational corporations based in some NATO 
countries as continuing to violate the unambiguous sanctions imposed by 
the Security Council without the respective Governments doing anything 
about it. For instance, I am referring to concrete facts about capital 
investments in Southern Rhodesia as contained in the report of the 
Special Committee of 24, Doc. A/10023/Add. 2, in particular its chapters 
B and D. 

Therefore, my delegation wishes to point out strongly that every state 
member of the United Nations is obligated to watch over the observance 
of the sanctions and to put an end to all deceptive manoeuvres and 
smokescreen tactics to which certain multinational enterprises are resort- 
ing to divert attention from the expansion and intensification of their 
economic relations with Southern Rhodesia. Trade, investments and 
other means of supporting the Smith régime and plundering the people 
of Zimbabwe and their natural resources make it possible for the racist 
régime to survive; at the same time they are undercutting the fulfilment 
of the relevant resolutions adopted by the General Assembly and of 
the Security Council’s resolution on Southern Rhodesia. 

When will the states giving direct and indirect assistance to the Smith 
régime stop paying lip-service as they do in this body, and take action? 
We wish to emphasize that all states are called upon to participate in 
the implementation of United Nations resolutions with all due con- 
sistency. In this context one cannot but stress the fact that Great Britain, 
as administering power, has a particular responsibility. What matters is 
that the principle of majority rule for the people of Zimbabwe and, 
consequently, their right to self-determination must be implemented 
without tricks and manipulations whatsoever. To achieve this goal, in- 
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creased pressure must be brought on the illegal minority government 
by the United Nations and all its member states. 

My delegation considers that the process of ending the anachronistic 
vestiges of colonialism, racism and apartheid must be consistently 
pursued and brought to its end. That will create real conditions for 
peace and détente also in southern Africa, so that all African peoples 
can apply themselves to the great challenge of development and the 
strengthening of independence. 

It is the duty of all democratic forces and organizations, including the 
United Nations, to mobilize world opinion in the struggle for the widest 
recognition and support of the national liberation movement of Zim- 
babwe. 

My country, the German Democratic Republic, has always faithfully 
observed the United Nations resolutions on the elimination of colonialism 
and racism. At no time did the German Democratic Republic maintain 
political or consular relations with the illegal Smith régime. The German 
Democratic Republic has no trading relations with Southern Rhodesia, 
and it has conscientiously observed the sanctions imposed by the Secu- 
rity Council on Southern Rhodesia. Equally, the German Democratic 
Republic has no relations of any kind, including consular relations, with 
the racist apartheid régime in Pretoria which, as I said earlier, is a 
decisive mainstay for the Smith régime. 

Our firm solidarity with the national liberation movements is well 
known. The Minister of Foreign Affairs of the GDR, Oskar Fischer, said 
at the plenary meeting of the XXX session of the General Assembly on 
24 September 1975: “The German Democratic Republic has at all times 
stood at the side of the national liberation movements. It will continue 
to support them in their efforts to eliminate the last vestiges of colonial 
and racist domination.” 


Archives of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the GDR. 
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Statement made by GDR representative Bernhard Neuge- 
bauer in the Special Political Committee of the XXX ses- 
sion of the UN General Assembly on the Day of Solidarity 
with the South African Political Prisoners 


10 October 1975 


The day of this session is particularly dedicated to solidarity with the 
oppressed people of South Africa and the fighters against racism and 
the policies of apartheid. On behalf of the delegation of the German 
Democratic Republic, I would like to convey on this occasion the 
greetings of fraternal solidarity of the Government and the people of 
the German Democratic Republic to the heroes and intrepid fighters 
against the fascist and inhuman régime of racism and oppression in 
South Africa. I can assure here that together with the fraternal socialist 
states, the states of Africa, Asia and Latin America and the liberation 
organizations the German Democratic Republic, in compliance with its 
abligations and in the spirit of firm solidarity, will unperturbedly and 
consistently fight for the elimination of the policies of apartheid in all 
its manifestations. 

It is well known that the German Democratic Republic does not have 
any diplomatic, consular or other missions in South Africa, Namibia 
or Southern Rhodesia, nor does it trade with these countries. It condemns 
the manoeuvres of imperialist circles which support the colonial and 
racist régime by supplying arms, by trade and investments and, thus, 
participate directly or indirectly in the exploitation of the peoples of 
these territories and the resources exclusively belonging to these 
peoples. 

Our active solidarity is with those who honestly fight for the definite 
eradication of the apartheid régime in South Africa. Once again I would 
like to make mention of the honest fighter for a new South Africa, free 
of colour bars and colonialism, of the distinguished leader of the ANC 
and the Communist Party of South Africa, Bram Fischer, who this year, 
after many years of barbarous and inhuman imprisonment, had to give 
his life. We bow respectfully to those brave fighters who have risked 
their lives for the eradication of the degrading apartheid régime. 

As everywhere in the world, there has developed in the German 
Democratic Republic, too, a broad and multiform movement of social 
forces for the struggle against apartheid and for solidarity with the 
national liberation movement. In this connection we highly appreciate 
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the activities of the World Peace Council in which the people of the 
German Democratic Republic are actively participating. The World 
Peace Council’s determined stand for the liberation struggle of the 
African peoples has again become evident at the enlarged session of 
its Presidential Committee, held in Guinea-Bissau in September this 
year. The resolutions adopted there unequivocally demonstrate the anti- 
colonial and anti-racist positions of that assembly composed of outstand- 
ing representatives of the international public and broad strata of the 
peoples. 

We know that the national liberation movements af Africa also highly 
appreciate the role of AAPSO, which is a centre of active solidarity 
with the African peoples fighting against colonialism and racism. 

It is an uncontested fact that, in connection with the fundamental 
changes in the international balance of forces in favour of those support- 
ing détente, international security, disarmament and world-wide 
economic cooperation on an equal footing, the struggle for the eradica- 
tion of the remnants of the colonial régime and the policies of racism 
and apartheid has receaved a fresh impetus and ever broader support. 
The process of international détente requires the definite and uncondi- 
tional eradication of the policies of racism and apartheid. This also 
corresponds to the spirit of the Final Act of the Conference on Security 
and Cooperation in Europe and is in full conformity with the desire of 
the peoples for peace, social progress and equal rights. Any attempt 
to interpret the process of international détente in a different way is 
not only a defamation of this process, it is also diametrically opposed 
to the interests of the South African liberation fighters. 

Recently, we have heard alarming news from different publications. 
The extremely useful information material of the “Unit on Apartheid”, 
contains reports on the prosecution of hundreds of brave patriots who 
demanded no more than the implementation of the purposes and prin- 
ciples of the United Nations Charter and of the great number of resolu- 
tions adopted by the United Nations and aimed at the elimination of the 
apartheid régime. 

These fighters against colonialism and racism come from broad strata 
of the people of South Africa and are of different colour and creed. 
Fearlessly, they face the ruthless police and the terrorist legal system. 
The national liberation movement as the authentic and legitimate re- 
presentative of the interests of the South African people has lost a great 
number of its best leaders and fighters, and many of them are languish- 
ing in concentration camps and must endure the most degrading con- 
ditions. 

Therefore, my delegation—together with the overwhelming majority of 
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the representatives of states present here today—urgently demands that 
the liberation fighters and brave patriots in South Africa be released 
without any further delay, and manifests its firm solidarity with the 
oppressed South African people. 


Archives of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the GDR. 


Statement by GDR representative Gerhard Richter in the 
Third Committee of the XXX session of the UN General 
Assembly concerning the right of peoples to self-determi- 
nation 


10 October 1975 


The period since the XXIX session of the United Nations General 
Assembly has been marked by further advances of the peoples in their 
struggle for the implementation of the right to self-determination and 
independence, and against colonial and racial oppression and exploita- 
tion. These advances comprise, in particular, the emergence of such 
newly independent and sovereign states as the People’s Republic of 
Mozambique, the Republic of Cape Verde, the Democratic Republic of 
Sao Tomé and Principe, and Papua New Guinea, and their participation 
in the United Nations which has now become possible for them. We 
believe that progressing international détente has had a favourable effect 
on this process. 

The German Democratic Republic welcomes the fact that the peoples 
of these young states have gained independence because it feels that 
the right to self-determination of all the peoples struggling for their 
liberation from colonial oppression is basic to ensuring all their other 
human rights. The right to self-determination cannot be separated from 
the struggle of the peoples against aggression, occupation, colonialism 
and neo-colonialism. 

In the thirtieth year since the liberation of the European peoples from 
Nazism by the Soviet Union and the other states of the anti-Hitler 
coalition, it is the belief of my delegation that the struggle against Nazism 
meant a struggle of the peoples for their national and social self- 
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determination. The victorious end of that struggle led to Europe’s libera- 
tion from Nazi barbarism and created more favourable conditions for the 
struggle of the Asian, African and Latin American peoples against 
colonial bondage and oppression. Making use of the new opportunities, 
many peoples succeeded in shaking off the yoke of colonial oppres- 
sion. 

Taking account of the new situation, the XV session of the United 
Nations General Assembly in 1960 adopted, by an overwhelming ma- 
jority and with the active participation of the African and Asian states, 
the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries 
and Peoples. My delegation fully agrees with the appraisal by Secretary- 
General Dr Kurt Waldheim that the Declaration is one of the great 
moments in the annals of the United Nations and an important land- 
mark in the field of decolonization. Indeed, the Declaration has given 
a new content to the activities of the United Nations in implementing 
human rights, especially the right of peoples to self-determination. It 
is also the basis for our consideration of this agenda item. We think 
that the adoption of the Declaration has been an essential support for 
the struggle of the colonial peoples in implementing their right to self- 
determination. The Declaration has become the common platform and 
programme of the anti-colonialist forces in the United Nations. 

Today, 15 years after that anti-colonial programme was adopted, we 
can state with satisfaction that the struggle of the peoples against colo- 
nialism is entering its final stage. We should, however, not underestimate 
the remaining difficulties. Colonialism and racism have not yet been 
completely eliminated. The peoples of Zimbabwe and Namibia and of 
a number of territories in the Pacific, Atlantic and Indian Oceans are 
still denied independence and self-determination. In many cases, the 
economic aspects of the right to self-determination have not yet been 
put into effect. By this we understand, not least, the sovereignty of 
states over their natural resources and their right to nationalization. 
In this context, my delegation wishes to underline the importance of 
the Charter of Economic Rights and Duties of States, whose strict 
observance by all states could contribute to solving the existing 
problems. 

The two aspects, i.e. political liberation and economic liberation, are 
closely interconnected. When examining the activities of forces which 
support the colonial and racist régimes in southern Africa, interfere in 
the internal affairs of peoples, and oppose the implementation of the 
sovereignty of states over their natural resources, one again and again 
comes across the names of the big transnational corporations. 

Foreign enterprises established in Namibia exploit the people and the 
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country’s natural resources, and thus act in clear defiance of the Decree 
of the United Nations Council for Namibia on the Natural Resources of 
Namibia which was adopted on 27 September 1974. 

We think it is high time to comprehensively examine how detrimental 
the operations of transnational monopolies are to the implementation 
of human rights, and to take appropriate national and international 
measures. The delegation of the German Democratic Republic wishes 
to reiterate its opinion that Governments cannot be absolved from their 
responsibility for activities of natural and legal persons under their 
jurisdiction, who break UN resolutions. Therefore, my delegation sup- 
ports the demand, which has been set forth at many conferences, from 
the Oslo Conference in 1972 through OAU sessions in Dar-es-Salaam 
and Kampala, that the cooperation between the transnational corpora- 
tions and the racist régimes in southern Africa should be discontinued. 
It welcomes resolution 2/XI, adopted on 7 April 1975 by the Committee 
on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination, which described cooperation 
with the racist régimes as a violation of the Convention on the Suppres- 
sion and Punishment of the Crime of Apartheid. 

It is well known that since its foundation, the German Democratic Re- 
public has unconditionally supported the liberation struggle of peoples 
under colonial or racist domination. This support will continue. The 
GDR has rendered political, moral and material assistance in different 
forms to these peoples in their just struggle. This alliance with peoples 
fighting against colonialism, racism and neo-colonialism and for peace, 
freedom and independence represents a firm principle of my country’s 
foreign policy. It considers the struggle against colonialism, racism and 
neo-colonialism to be an integral part of the movement of the peoples 
for democracy and social progress, for international peace and 
security. 

The GDR consistently supports the UN resolutions against colonialism 
and racism. It immediately acceded to all international conventions 
against colonialism, neo-colonialism and apartheid, and strictly adheres 
to provisions of these conventions. We consider our membership of the 
UN Special Committee against Apartheid to be a mandate for promoting 
the Charter and the resolutions and decisions of the Security Council 
and the General Assembly relating to the universal implementation of 
the rights of peoples to self-determination. 

Let us repeat here once more: It is high time to eradicate all remnants 
of colonialism and racism so that the oppressed peoples—especially those 
of Namibia and Zimbabwe—can at last exercise their right to self- 
determination and independence and lay the foundations for a life in 
peace and security. 
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My delegation is ready to support—to the best of its abilities—all 
measures which will have to be taken by the United Nations to achieve 
this goal. 


Archives of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the GDR. 


Declaration issued by the Solidarity Committee of the GDR 
and the GDR Committee for the Decade of Action to Com- 
bat Racism and Racial Discrimination on the occassion of the 
Day of Solidarity with the Political Prisoners in South 
Africa 


11 October 1975 


The Solidarity Committee of the GDR and the GDR Committee for the 
Decade of Action to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination takes 
advantage of the Day of Solidarity with the Political Prisoners in South 
Africa to condemn anew in the strongest terms the crimes against 
humanity committed by the racist regime in South Africa and to 
assure all fighters against apartheid of their full solidarity. 

For decades thousands of South African patriots, people of different 
colour and social origin, have languished in jails and concentration 
camps. Millions of citizens of that country have been banned or exiled 
because they champion equal rights for all people in their country 
in line with the Charter of the United Nations, the Universal Declaration 
of Human Rights and the International Convention on the Elimination 
of all Forms of Racial Discrimination. 

Representatives of the best traditions of the South African liberation 
movements such as Nelson Mandela, Walter Sisulu, Govan Mbeki, 
Ahmed Kathrada and Billy Nair are exposed to the most appalling 
tortures. 

In addition to resolution 1881 (XVIII), in which the UN General Assem- 
bly condemned apartheid on principle in 1963 as a serious threat 
to peace in South Africa, numerous other resolutions were adopted 
which were directed against a system seeking to keep 18 million people 
in slavery with the help of a cleverly contrived system of fascist race 
laws. 
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This inhuman policy carried out by the racist regime in Pretoria in 
violation of international law is only possible because many NATO 
countries, disregarding binding norms of international law and UN reso- 
tions, extend economic, political and military assistance to this regime. 
The Solidarity Committee of the GDR and the GDR Committee for the 
Decade of Action to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination strongly 
condemn the continuing assistance given to the Vorster regime by the 
major imperialist powers, the intensification of collaboration between 
NATO and the South African racists, the shameful sabotage of UN 
resolutions, including the arms embargo, by monopolies of the USA, the 
FRG, Great Britain, France and other capitalist states. 

With special concern we are following reports saying that the Federal 
Republic of Germany actively continues nuclear collaboration with the 
racist Vorster government, defying United Nations resolutions and the 
Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons and completely 
disregarding the attitude of the African states and peoples towards 
the South African apartheid regime and the latest resolutions of the 
OAU Summit Conference at Kampala. By aiding and abetting the Re- 
public of South Africa on this dangerous issue the FRG contributes 
to giving the South African racist regime access to nuclear arms. Pro- 
gressive international opinion condemns this position of the FRG in the 
strongest terms. 

We deem it essential to implement relevant resolutions and, in addition 
to this, to take further measures designed to ensure strict observance 
of these resolutions. 

In conformity with the policy of the GDR’s Party and Government 
we firmly support the principles proclaimed by the African National 
Congress in its Freedom Charter and continue to respect without reser- 
vation the sanctions imposed on South Africa by the Security Council. 
As a member of the community of socialist states the GDR has from 
the outsed stood in firm solidarity with the legitimate struggle of the 
oppressed people of South Africa for human dignity, freedom and social 
progress. And it will continue to do so in the future. 

We demand the immediate and unconditional release of all political 
prisoners in South Africa! 

We assure all fighters against the policy of apartheid of our fraternal 
solidarity! 


GDR Solidarity Committee Archives. 
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From the statement made by Ambassador Peter Florin, 
Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs and Permanent Repre- 
sentative of the GDR at the United Nations, in the First 
(Political) Committee at the XXX session of the UN Gene- 
ral Assembly concerning the implementation of the Decla- 
ration on the Strengthening of International Security 


15 October 1975 


... Five years have elapsed since the Declaration on the Strengthen-. 
ing of International Security was adopted. At that time we were at 
the very beginning of a development which, in a historically short 
period, has led to a change in international relations. The principles 
and objectives which are contained in that fundamental document have 
shown themselves in practice to provide a far-sighted and realistic 
orientation for the activity of the United Nations and for the shaping 
of bilateral and regional inter-state relations. Since that time the Gene- 
ral Assembly has annually reviewed the implementation of this De- 
claration, and on each such occasion it has been possible to produce 
new evidence to show that détente has become the dominant trend 
in world politics and that peaceful coexistence among states with 
different social systems is becoming more and more a part of inter- 
national life. 

This year, to these positive achievements one can add yet more new and 
significant results. After two years of effort, the Conference on Security 
and Cooperation in Europe was successfully concluded in Helsinki. That 
Conference, by its content and its composition, is without parallel. It 
is an event without precedent in history, as many representatives at 
Helsinki observed. It was the first genuine peace conference of states 
in the history of Europe. The chief purpose of the Congress of Vienna 
of 1815, the Conference of Berlin in 1878, and the Conferences at Ver- 
sailles and Locarno was a redistribution of feudal and capitalist spheres 
of interest. Therefore, they were not instruments of peace but, in fact, 
sources of new wars. 

Thirty years after the victory over Hitler’s fascism it has proved 
possible to break the vicious circle in which war was invariably followed 
by a post-war period, preparations for a new war and the renewed 
outbreak of war. The peoples of our continent have every reason to see 
this as a very considerable achievement. ... 

As a result of the struggle to eliminate the remnants of colonialism, 
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newly independent states have entered the world scene. The special 
session of the General Assembly shows that increasingly effective efforts 
are being made to do away with absolete structures in the world 
economy and to establish cooperation among states on the basis of 
equality and non-interference in internal affairs. Likewise, in the field 
of arms limitation, certain prerequisites have been established for the 
implementation of more far-reaching measures to put an end to the 
arms race, even though in this particular field very much remains to be 
done. 

Along with the efforts undertaken within the framework of the United 
Nations and at the regional level to strengthen international security, 
we witness a further expansion and intensification of bilateral relations 
among states. Particular importance can be attached to the significant 
agreements concluded between the Soviet Union and the United States 
of America, which exert a very considerable impact on the world 
situation. 

At the time of the adoption of the Declaration on the Strengthening of 
International Security, the German Democratic Republic maintained 
diplomatic relations with 33 states. Now the number of those states 
amounts to 118. We attach particular significance to close cooperation 
with the USSR and the other states of the socialist community. 

The general debate at the XXX session permits us to conclude that 
an owerwhelming majority of the member states of the United Nations 
welcomes the process of détente and favours the broadening of this 
process, and, in fact, advocates its expansion to all parts of the world. 
The delegation of the German Democratic Republic shares this view 
without any reservations. We, also consider that a close inter- 
relationship exists between the strenghening of international security, 
the elimination of colonialism and racism, and the economic and social 
progress of nations. The connecting link between these aspects of the 
process of détente is provided by the implementation of the fundamental 
principles of the United Nations Charter, above all, by respect for 
national sovereignty, renunciation of the use of force, respect for 
territorial integrity, non-interference in the internal affairs of other 
countries, and respect for the right of peoples to self-determination. 
If these principles are adhered to, then progress will certainly be made 
in the cause of strengthening peace and developing international 
cooperation. Volatile situations posing a threat to the security of peoples 
arise whenever these principles are not respected or deliberately vio- 
lated; and this applies to both the political and economic spheres. 

The German Democratic Republic, like the other countries of the so- 
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cialist community, holds the view that it is indispensable to complete the 
process of détente by giving it additional material substance.... 

By this we mean effective and specific measures aimed at limiting 
and abolishing the means of conducting war, eliminating existing sources 
of conflict and also all forms of national oppression. As we see it, it also 
means the strengthening of mutually advantageous cooperation at a 
multilateral and bilateral level in the interest of all peoples and in 
conformity with the principles of the United Nations Charter. The 
German Democratic Republic is convinced that, in order to press ahead 
with the process of détente, it is necessary, first and foremost to slow 
down and to halt the arms race. The general debate has shown that 
many states share this view. 


The elimination of sources of conflict through political decisions based 
on the United Nations Charter and on the appropriate resolutions of 
the United Nations remains a top priority in the efforts to strengthen 
international security. It is necessary to achieve stable and lasting solu- 
tions. Agreements which merely contain the seeds of new conflicts 
would only be harmful and would not produce any positive results. 
This relates to the situation in the Middle East and to the Korean 
question to the situation in Cyprus and to the situation in southern 
Africa. In this context I should like to reaffirm the GDR’s view that the 
elimination of colonialist and racist terror in southern Africa will not 
only be a step towards implementing fundamental human rights but 
will also serve the purpose of strengthening international security. There 
can, as a matter of fact, be no peaceful coexistence with a régime which 
is persistently and brutally violating the Charter of the United Nations 
and which openly expresses its contempt for the resolutions of this 
organization. To achieve a relaxation of tensions in southern Africa 
would above all mean helping the peoples of southern Africa, Namibia 
and Southern Rhodesia to shake off the colonial yoke and to create 
their own peace-loving and peaceful states. 

We associate ourselves with the view expressed by many delegations 
which, in the general debate at the XXX session of the General 
Assembly, have stressed the part which the United Nations can play 
in strengthening international security and in peaceful and mutually 
profitable cooperation among states. The process of détente has opened 
up broader possibilities of increasing the efficiency of the organization 
in all the fields of its activities. The VI and VII special sessions would 
have been unthinkable in cold war conditions. The Declaration on the 
Strengthening of International Security and the resolutions adopted to 
secure its implementation are fundamental documents which the United 
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Nations has worked out to determine the direction of its own efforts 
in the interests of peace. At the same time, those documents are 
guidelines for relations among states. 


Foreign Affairs Bulletin, No. 33, 21 November 1975, pp. 253—255. 


From the welcoming address by Erich Honecker, First 
Secretary of the Central Committee of the Socialist Unity 
Party of Germany, to the World Congress for International 
Women’s Year in Berlin’ 


20 October 1975 


We consider it a great honour that Berlin, the capital of the German 
Democratic Republic, has been chosen as the venue for the World 
Congress for International Women’s Year. It is both a great duty and 
a great pleasure for us to play host to the representatives of women 
from all over the world. 

Please allow me to bid you a cordial welcome on behalf of the Central 
Committee of the Socialist Unity Party of Germany, on behalf of the 
Council of State and the Council of Ministers of the GDR, and on behalf 
of the whole people of the first socialist state on German soil. 

It is because of the outward-looking policy of our socialist state, a policy 
aimed at peace and international friendship, that we are so glad to 
welcome women and men from all continents, people of different world 
outlook, colours, social origin and affiliations. You have come to Berlin 
to discuss ways of making better use of the strength and the poten- 
tialities of women in the struggle for peace, détente, a secure way of life 
and equality. All sensible men will actively support you in this effort. 
It is the desire to work for social progress and a decent life for women 
that brings you together. This is of great political and moral significance 
for human progress in general. Without active participation of women 
there can be neither peace nor social progress. 

Twice this century, German imperialism unleashed world wars plunging 
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the nations of the world into a sea of blood and tears. We shall never 
forget the bitter experiences and sufferings of the past. Peace, social 
progress and a secure life do not come about by a whim of fate, they 
must be won and consolidated. No one will understand better than 
women that social progress, a secure life, happiness and prosperity can 
only be achieved in peace. Women and children suffered more than 
anybody else in military conflicts. The wars waged in this century took 
a toll of 25 million lives. Wars and the arms race deprived mankind of 
material resources and irreplaceable cultural treasures. They represent 
a loss of more than eight million dollars, a figure that is almost beyond 
the comprehension of the human mind. 


The women of the world constitute a mighty political force. If they 
combine their efforts to work together for these great objectives they 
will be able to achieve much. In this day and age hardly anybody is still 
in doubt that without the participation of women it will be impossible 
to fulfil that age-old dream of mankind: to build a world of peace and 
social progress. This was clearly confirmed by the United Nations Con- 
ference for International Women’s Year in Mexico, and is a central 
theme of this Congress. 

That social progress cannot be achieved unless women play their full 
part has proved to be incontrovertible in this country as elsewhere in 
the socialist world. If you look around you will note that people here 
match their words with deeds. 

Equality of men and women is one of the greatest achievements of 
our state. Respect for women, and the flowering of their skills and 
talents is a basic concern of the whole of society. As politically conscious 
and active members of society women have come to play their full part 
in the building of socialism, a system in which freedom and human 
rights have been realized. 

Tihe GDR has fulfilled the legacy of Clara Zetkin, a pioneer of the 
struggle for women’s equality. On the basis of full equality women in 
this country have gained a new social status characteristic of socialism. 
It is with self-confidence and proficiency that they exercise their rights 
and their civic responsibilities. It is now a regular feature of our life 
that women play their full part in political and economic life, in science 
and technology, in literature and the arts as well as in education, in the 
health service and in sport. 

It is women who give life to new generations. The children, once they 
have grown up, will continue the work for human progress. We hold 
mothers in great respect, and this places a great social obligation on 
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us. Our society has created facilities enabling women and mothers more 
and more to reconcile their professional, social and family duties. 


Among the dominant features of contemporary life we find the rapid 
advances made by the Soviet Union and the other states of the socialist 
community, their steady social progress in the various spheres of life, 
and their constructive policy of peace. Socialism and its policy of peace 
are exerting a growing influence on international affairs. The objectives 
set out in the peace programme of the Soviet Union, and in the foreign 
policy programmes of the German Democratic Republic and the other 
states of the socialist community are being translated into reality. 

We have high regard for the workers, farmers, intellectuals and all 
other working people in the capitalist countries who, faced with the 
disastrous consequences of the crisis there, are stepping up their efforts 
to win better social conditions, democratic rights, social progress and 
peace, 

The peoples of Asia, Africa and Latin America who have emerged from 
colonial or semi-colonial oppression, are carrying more and more weight 
in international affairs. They take an active stand for peace, against 
imperialism, colonialism and neo-colonialism. In so doing they con- 
tribute significantly to the emergence of a just, democratic system of 
international, political and economic relations. 

The German Democratic Republic regards the anti-imperialist move- 
ment of the non-aligned countries as a positive force in international 
relations and as a natural ally in the campaign for peace and progress. 
The victory of the people of Indochina over imperialist and domestic 
reaction has brought about a completely new situation in South East 
Asia. Developments of great importance are the collapse of the Portu- 
guese colonial empire, the last imperialist empire, and the fact that 
newly independent states such as Guinea-Bissau and Mozambique have 
come into existence. In Latin America, the imperialist blockade imposed 
on Cuba has broken down. 

We see the successful conclusion of the Conference on Security and 
Cooperation in Europe as a major success along the road to international 
détente. The results achieved in Helsinki are undoubtedly a victory 
for the cause of peace, a victory for all peace-loving and realistically- 
mindet forces. The intensive efforts made by women in many countries 
have significantly contributed to this success. ... 

Solidarity with all forces struggling for peace and social progress, for 
national independence and equality is an important principle of our 
international policy. 

Our country has given much moral and material support to the heroic 
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liberation struggle of the people of Vietnam, Laos and Cambodia. Ever 
since the victory of the Vietnamese people over the imperialist aggres- 
sors and over domestic reaction the slogan “Solidarity—now more than 
ever” has met with a lively response among all sections of the popu- 
lation. 

Further setbacks for imperialism and its aggressive policies are creating 
favourable conditions for the struggle of the emergent nations of Asia, 
Africa and Latin America to consolidate their political and economic 
independence. 

The German Democratic Republic stands by the peoples and states 
fighting for national and economic independence. In line with its possi- 
bilities it is supporting the struggle of the developing countries for 
faster economic progress, for full control over their resources and for 
an end to discrimination in international economic relations. 

We extend our solidarity and support to the Arab peoples fighting to 
rid themselves of the shackles of imperialism. We are among the coun- 
tries boycotting the racist regime in Southern Rhodesia and the apart- 
heid regime in South Africa. We stand in solidarity with the working 
people in the capitalist world who are fighting for democracy and a 
secure way of life. 

Our fraternal solidarity is with the progressive forces in Chile in their 
struggle against the cruel dictatorship of Pinochet. We most strongly 
demand an immediate ned to the brutal reign of terror unleashed by 
the fascist military junta in Chile. We take this opportunity to renew 
our demand for the release of Luis Corvalan and the other Chilean 
patriots maltreated in the junta’s jails and concentration camps. 


Foreign Affairs Bulletin, No. 31, 31 October 1975, pp. 237—240. 


Statement made by GDR representative Dr Gottfried Les- 
sing in the Fourth Committee of the XXX session of the UN 
General Assembly on the question of Namibia 


22 October 1975 
For many years now and more precisely since the adoption of the famous 
Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and 


Peoples (1514/XV), the United Nations Organization, several of its 
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organs, in particular the Security Council, the Special Committee, the 
United Nations Council for Namibia and, of course, this Committee, 
have endeavoured to decide on measures to solve the question of 
Namibia. They have deliberated how to ensure the implementation of 
so many decisions and recommendations, all with the clear aim of 
ensuring to the African people of Namibia to exercise, freely and without 
hindrance, their inalienable right to self-determination and independ- 
ence. 

Several important steps have been taken on the road to final freedom, 
amongst, them: the clear decision on the illegality of Namibia’s occu- 
pation by South Africa, the recognition of the right of the Namibian 
people to lead their struggle by all means at their disposal, the recog- 
nition of SWAPO as the only legitimate representative of the people of 
Namibia, the representation of the Namibian people through the United 
Nations Council for Namibia in so many specialized agencies and at 
international conferences, and many others. 

My delegation is of the opinion that the main aim should now be to 
ensure the implementation of decisions already adopted and to take 
further effective action. Such important decisions as resolution 366 (1974) 
of the Security Council, last year’s resolution 3299 (XXIX) of the General 
Assembly, the Consensus of the “Special Committee” of June 18 this 
year (contained in document A/10023/Add. 3) and the recommendations 
of the United Nations Council for Namibia (contained in document 
A/10024 (Vol. I) should be a good basis for achieving this goal. 

The South African racist régime continues its illegal occupation of 
Namibia, a country which has never been a part of South Africa. As is 
well known this apartheid régime ignores the rights and obligations of 
the United Nations to administer this territory and hinders the appro- 
priate organs of the United Nations in executing their duties. 

Pretoria increases its oppression of the Namibian people, taking further 
steps to impose its system of apartheid on Namibia. It tries through 
forcing “Bantustans” on this unfortunate country to perpetuate its 
domination over Namibia. 

Due to the changed international situation in favour of the forces who 
stand for peace, security and anticolonialism, to the collapse of the 
Portuguese colonial empire and the success of the liberation movements, 
the balance of forces in southern Africa has changed to the detriment 
of the colonial and racist régimes there, and in particular has weakened 
the position of the apartheid régime. 

It is not surprising, therefore, that Mr Vorster has tried to change his 
tactics. When the Security Council demanded in its resolution 366 (1974) 
of 17 December 1974 a clear reply to the request to comply with the 
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decisions of the United Nations, in particular to terminate the illegal 
administration of Namibia and to transfer power to the people of 
Namibia with the assistance of the United Nations and to give a clear 
reply to the Security Council until the end of May 1975, South Africa 
gave an evading and negative reply. Mr Vorster, instead — 


1. tried to build up so-called leaders of ethnic groups or “population 
groups” in a way that would permit the convening of what he called 
a constitutional conference; 


2. tried to go ahead with this farce; 


3. stepped up terror against the Namibian people, especially against its 
genuine and recognized leaders; 


4, continued to increase the military forces in Namibia to secure the 
political and economic interests of transnational corporations and 
of its own big corporations as well as of the rich white minority in 
Namibia. 


Mr Vorster’s real intentions are, of course, known to this Committee. 
But in view of his attempts to enter into a dialogue with African states 
and generally to create the image of South Africa as a peaceful and 
liberal country, allow me to quote a few words of his speech, made at 
a meeting of businessmen—in other words all whites—in Windhoeck 
on 20 May 1975. I quote: 

“I cannot accept the role which is proposed for SWAPO. If the African 
Chairman of the Council for South West Africa and the Special Com- 
mittee of OAU are therefore really interested in discussing with me in 
South Africa the progress of the peoples of the Territory, I shall also 
ask the real leaders of the peoples of the Territory to talk to them.” 
Unquote. 

In other words, Mr Vorster reserves to himself the right to choose the 
leaders of the Namibian people. 

It was these stooges and not the true leaders of the Namibian people 
who attended this farcical conference which was accompanied by 
increased terror against the Namibian people, especially against SWAPO 
as the only true representative of the people of Namibia. 

Sometimes, however, the true intentions of the apartheid régime 
become very apparant, when some of their representatives are off 
guard. As an example, Mr A.H. du Plessis, leader of the National 
Party in Namibia, conceded that Namibia might eventually become a 
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unitary state but added that there was no question of its being entirely 
separated from South Africa because this would lead to total economic 
collapse. 

What he means, of course, is that phenomenal plundering of the 
natural resources of Namibia and the exploitation of its people would 
come to an end. The people of Namibia, however, can only benefit 
by true independence. 

Another not unimportant representative of apartheid, Mr. J. de Wet, 
then so-called ‘Commissioner-General to the Indigenous Peoples of 
South West Africa’ suggested the formation of a separate state of 
Ovamboland to which a portion of Angola should be ceded, a federa- 
tion of the other so-called homelands or their confederation with the 
white area which in turn could become either a separate state or join 
the Republic of South Africa. These proposals of Mr de Wet were very 
embarrassing to South Africa. The general terms of his ideas correspond 
to the intentions of the apartheid régime and show its true face. Mr 
de Wet was forced to resign, but these ideas remain. 

In view of these facts, the political, economic and military collabora- 
tion of certain Western states with South Africa substantiated in the 
reports of the Special Committee and of the UN Council for Namibia 
(documents A/10023 Add.3 and A/10024 Vol.I) becomes even more 
difficult to understand. 

My delegation is of the opinion that such actions just as the negative 
vote of the three Western states in the Security Council in June this 
year on the measures proposed in accordance with Chapter VII of the 
United Nations Charter are to be condemned, as they are substantially 
strengthening the apartheid régime. 

The termination of South Africa’s illegal occupation of Namibia thus 
is made more difficult; oppression and exploitation, militarization and 
the forcing of Bantustans on the people of Namibia are thereby 
facilitated. 

My delegation is greatly concerned about facts mentioned in recent 
reports and referred to by previous speakers dealing with certain 
negotiations to increase the nuclear capacity of South Africa, which 
would mean a potential danger to peace and security in the whole of 
Africa and in the world at large, and particularly to the liberation 
struggle in Southern Africa. This concern is based primarily on the 
well-known evil intentions of the apartheid régime, but also on the more 
technical fact that South Africa itself as well as Namibia are substantial 
producers of uranium, so that the apartheid régime has a basis near 
at hand for developing nuclear production. 

The delegation of the German Democratic Republic believes that the 
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apartheid régime and its continued illegal occupation of Namibia is 
a danger to peace and security. It supports the request to the Security 
Council that effective measures be adopted to force the apartheid 
régime to terminate its illegal occupation of Namibia and to make 
possible, without delay, free elections of the Namibian people under 
the supervision and control of the United Nations in order that the 
Namibian people may exercise their right to self-determination, inde- 
pendence and territorial integrity without hindrance. 

My delegation supports the demand for a complete arms embargo 
against South Africa, for a total isolation of this régime and the adop- 
tion of all measures that are consistent with and possible according 
to the Charter of the United Nations. My delegation also supports the 
demand that all diplomatic, economic und military relations and all 
other forms of cooperation with the apartheid régime be severed by 
those countries which have not yet done so. We specifically condemn all 
military cooperation with South Africa as it increases the danger to 
peace and security in that region. 

The GDR supports all decisions of the United Nations that help to 
preserve and save the natural resources which are more and more 
intensively exploited by transnational and South African corporations. 
My delegation, therefore, welcomes the Decree of the United Nations 
Council for Namibia dated 27 September 1974 and the Charter of 
Economic Rights and Duties of States. 

It has been and will continue to be a firm principle of my country 
to give political, moral and material support to the liberation move- 
ments. The GDR, accordingly, will continue to support SWAPO as the 
only legitimate representative of the people of Namibia. 

My delegation demands the immediate release of all political prisoners, 
especially members of SWAPO. 

My delegation is convinced that firm solidarity with the Namibian 
people by all progressive and democratic forces in the world will 
undoubtedly enable the Namibian people to achieve freedom and 


independence. 


Archives of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the GDR. 
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From the speech given by Minister of Foreign Affairs of the 
GDR, Otto Winzer, at a ceremony held by the League for 
the United Nations in the GDR to mark the 30th anniver- 
sary of the United Nations 


23 October 1975 


A few months ago we celebrated the 30th anniversary of liberation 
from fascism and the end of the Second World War. Tomorrow the 
United Nations Organization will be completing its third decade. The 
two events are interrelated. The idea of creating the United Nations 
began to take shape at a time when the fascist armies of Nazi Germany 
were still controlling large parts of Europe. The principles and purposes 
embodied in the United Nations Charter are a reflection of the outcome 
of the Second World War and, above all, of the anti-fascist and demo- 
cratic developments then taking place in many countries. As early as 
1 January 1942, 26 nations signed the first Declaration of the United 
Nations. The leading powers of the anti-Hitler coalition met in Moscow 
(1943), Dumbarton Oaks (1944) and Yalta (1945) to work out the prin- 
ciples that were to guide the new world organization. Thus, the anti- 
Hitler coalition, which had stood its test in the anti-fascist war of libera- 
tion, was expanded to form what was the most comprehensive inter- 
governmental organization. 

The United Nations was called into being as soon as the instruments 
of ratification had been deposited. It was the purpose of this universal 
organization, after fascist Germany and her allies had been defeated, to 
help make world peace secure and lasting. The USSR played an out- 
standing role in the efforts to establish the United Nations. It had 
borne the main burden of the struggle against the aggressors. This is 
borne out by the fact that the victory over the Nazi régime claimed 
the lives of 20 million Soviet citizens. It is largely due to the Soviet 
Union that the noble aims of the anti-fascist liberation struggle were 
embodied in the UN Charter. The founding states of the world organi- 
zation agreed to preserve the peace won at such enormous cost and 
to prevent and effectively counteract new aggressions. They pledged 
to develop friendly cooperation among states and peoples and to settle 
international disputes by peaceful means. 

Thus, at the end of what was the most devastating of wars in history, 
an international instrument was drawn up in the form of the Charter 
that recognized the principles of peaceful coexistence. Since then the 
provisions of the Charter have proved their worth and have become 
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even more relevant and important. Whenever the strengthening of 
international security, the settlement of conflicts between states and 
the liberation of peoples from colonial oppression was or is the issue, 
the Charter provided and provides the peace-loving and progressive 
forces with a legitimate basis for their struggle, with a common plat- 
form for their action. 

Since the United Nations was established, significant changes have 
occurred in the world, which are also reflected in the world organiza- 
tion. The United Nations has had a constantly growing share in solving 
key international issues. Its membership has almost trebled in the 
course of 30 years. Nearly 90 young states have emerged from the 
ruins of centuries—old colonial empires. These states are playing an 
increasingly important role in international life. This, too, has been an 
activating factor for the United Nations. 


At the United Nations the demand raised by socialist and other states 
to broaden the process of political détente and extend it to other 
regions has met with a wide response. But, we are not unaware that 
also at the United Nations strong forces are becoming active for whom 
détente is incompatible with their schemes. They are out to revive 
certain elements of the cold war. We are firmly convinced that together 
with the vast majority of states we will succeed in thwarting these 
plans. 


From its very inception the GDR has pursued a policy that is fully in 
line with the purposes and principles of the Charter.... 

The GDR practises peaceful and friendly coopération with all peoples 
and states. This is in line with its socialist character. It remains com- 
mitted to its policy of helping to attain the main objective of the 
UN—to put international peace and security on a lasting basis. Freely 
exercising their right to self-determination our people have adopted 
a Constitution which contains basic provisions reflecting the purposes 
and postulates of the Charter and which are binding on organs of 
government and citizens alike. 

Its accession to the United Nations Organization a little over two years 
ago gave the GDR the opportunity of playing an active role in the world 
organization. Meanwhile the GDR has taken part in three regular and 
two special sessions of the UN General Assembly. It has cosponsored 
numerous resolutions on the strengthening of international security, 
the elimination of sources of crisis and conflicts, and the struggle 
against all forms of colonialism, neo-colonialism, racism and apart- 
heid. 
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It was the GDR that introduced the resolution on the implementation 
of the Declaration on the Strengthening of International Security which 
was adopted on 21 October 1975. In this UN document all states are 
called upon to expand the process of détente to all regions of the world 
in order to achieve just and lasting solutions for international pro- 
blems. 

The socialist states have stood and continue to stand firmly by the side 
of the peoples, fighting against colonialism. The Soviet Union insisted 
that the principle of self-determination of peoples be included in the 
United Nations Charter. As by the USSR, the Declaration on the Grant- 
ing of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples was adopted 
at the 15th session of the General Assembly in 1960 and one year 
later the Commitee of 24 was set up to implement this declaration. The 
United Nations thus made a major contribution of their own to the 
final collapse of the colonial empires which had seemed unassailable 
before the Second World War. 

As is well known the GDR has extended solidarity and assistance, 
including material support, to the peoples fighting for their liberation 
from the colonial yoke. 

Just as it did at the 6th and 7th special sessions of the UN, the GDR 
takes advantage of its membership in the specialized agencies and 
other bodies of the UN to press for the implementation of all demands 
that serve the all-round liberation of states. In this connection the GDR 
underlines the great importance of favourable political conditions for 
achieving non-discrimination, equal rights and mutual advantage in 
international economic relations. 

At the session of the UN Special Committee Against Apartheid held 
in the spring of 1974 in our capital, Berlin, tribute was paid to the 
GDR’s consistent policy of condemning and fighting colonialism and 
racism in all their manifestations. That session offered the Government 
and the people of the GDR an opportunity to reaffirm ther solidarity 
with the African peoples in their struggle for national liberation. The 
GDR will continue to strictly abide by the sanctions imposed by the 
Security Council on the racist regime in South Africa and Southern 
Rhodesia and will actively support the struggle for the elimination of 
all forms of colonialism and racism. 


Like the other socialist states, the GDR regards the United Nations 
as an important forum for the strengthening of international security 
and the development of peaceful cooperation based on equal rights 
among all nations of the world. The German Democratic Republic 
stands up for the further strengthening of the UN’s role in international 
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relations, for enhancing its authority and making its activities on the 
basis of the Charter ever more effective. It resolutely opposes any 
attempts to exploit this forum for the propagation of ambitions that 
threaten peace and security. It condemns the practise of going through 
rituals that only serve the interest of diehards, of fostering unrealistic 
and even dangerous concepts. Likewise, it rejects anti-communist 
invective, lies and slander as disseminated by certain media. It is only 
too apparent that these hostile attacks have intensified in the recent 
past. 


Foreign Affairs Bulletin, No. 32, 12 ‘November 1975, pp. 244—246. 


Statement made by GDR representative Bernhard Neuge- 
bauer in the Anti-Apartheid Committee of the United 
Nations on the policies of apartheid of the Government of 
South Africa 


27 October 1975 


During the debate on support for political prisoners of the apartheid 
régime in South Africa, my delegation had already the opportunity 
to point out essential aspects of the German Democratic Republic’s 
position on principle with regard to the inhuman racist apartheid 
régime in South Africa. 

The course of the general debate on item 53 and the statements made 
by the representatives of African and other states, as well as by the 
representatives of the liberation movements, induce my delegation to 
give some more explanations. 

First of all, I would like to recall the position on principle of the GDR 
which is fully consistent with the just demands of the majority of the 
United Nations member states. The GDR supports the struggle for the 
elimination of all forms of racism, racial discrimination and apartheid 
with all necessary means and renders political, moral and material 
assistance to the oppressed peoples to the best of its abilities. When 
the United Nations Special Committee against Apartheid held its session 
in 1974 in Berlin, capital of the German Democratic Republic, it was 
able to convince itself of the solidarity on principle inherent in the 
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attitude of the Government and the people of the German Democratic 
Republic. 

The German Democratic Republic does not maintain any relations 
with the racist apartheid régime and consistently complies with all the 
relevant resolutions adopted by the United Nations General Assembly 
and the Security Council. The German Democratic Republic considers 
firm solidarity with the national liberation movement to be a decisive 
factor in the struggle for the elimination of the racist apartheid 
régime. 

In accordance with its traditions as a socialist state, the German Dem- 
ocratic Republic has always acted under the banner of solidarity and 
will consistently do so in the future, too. 

The German Democratic Republic was one of the first states to sign 
and to ratify the Convention on the Suppression and Punishment of 
the Crime of Apartheid. It urges all states to become a party to this 
Convention so that it becomes as soon as possible an effective inter- 
national instrument for proscribing the crime of apartheid. 

The delegation of the GDR welcomes the proposals put forward by 
the Special Committee against Apartheid and aimed at further inten- 
sifying the struggle against apartheid. My delegation is ready, without 
any reserve, to co-sponsor and to support all relevant resolutions and 
to contribute to their implementation. With a view to activating the 
struggle against apartheid, these resolutions should contain demands 
which really serve to do away with this anachronism. 

The course of events since the XXIX session of the UN General 
Assembly, the report of the Committee against Apartheid and the 
facts submitted to the various United Nations organs and to the 
Security Council, have clearly shown that the inhuman South African 
racist apartheid régime, contrary to international law, tries to remain 
in power by exercising pressure, by resorting to slander, brutal terror 
and hypocritical assurances and by relying on foreign help. 

Today, the anachronism of such a racist régime becomes the more 
obvious as the last bastions of colonialism collapse and the peoples 
achieve further great successes in putting an end to imperialist, colo- 
nialist and neo-colonialist policies of oppression and exploitation. 

The era of colonialism and racism has come to its end. The practices 
of racism and oppression against the people of South Africa, practices 
reminiscent of the worst periods of Nazi rule, must as soon as possible 
be stopped once and for all; the oppressed peoples of South Africa 
and Namibia must no longer be prevented from exercising their right 
to self-determination. 

Now as before, the Vorster régime tries to halt the march of history. 
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Let me recall here that on 5 November 1974 Vorster said that the world 
would be surprised where South Africa would stand in six to twelve 
months. Even if this statement raised hopes among credulous people, 
Vorster himself, in his speech of 16 November 1974, left no doubts 
about the true intentions of the racists, saying that African leaders 
who hope that the principle “one man—one vote” will materialize in 
South Africa some day, are on the wrong track. The concept of “Ban- 
tustans” makes it clear that the régime in Pretoria strives to solve 
the racial problems in South Africa only in the interests of the racist 
rulers. This concept is to induce the Africans to abandon their demand 
for equal rights in the whole country, and to strengthen the system 
of racist domination. 

In view of this situation, the delegation of the German Democratic 
Republic supports the demand contained in the Dar-es-Salaam Declara- 
tion that all states members of the United Nations should abstain from 
having any relations with leaders of the Bantustans. 

The continued existence of the apartheid régime in South Africa which 
is constantly stepping up terror and oppression against the African 
population, is not only a gross violation of elementary human rights 
and a flagrant violation of United Nations decisions and resolutions, 
it is also a defiance of the purpose and principles of the United Nations 
Charter. Now, the racists even have the impudence to use the term 
“détente” for their manoeuvres. By their manoeuvres they hope to 
gain time and to distract the attention of world opinion from the fact 
that, in reality, they are continuing their policy. 

We, for our part, have different ideas about détente, and we know that 
the overwhelming majority of states share our views. To ease tensions 
in southern Africa means to eliminate the racist apartheid régime in 
South Africa and to secure the right to self-determination for the 
oppressed peoples of South Africa, Namibia and Zimbabwe. It is no 
mere coincidence that Vorster’s racist régime, like all those opposed 
to world-wide détente, is stepping up its arms build-up. Especially since 
the democratic forces in Portugal deprived the Vorster régime of an 
important ally it has made great efforts to speed up its policy of 
militarization and armament. 

For the fiscal year 1974/75, the Pretoria régime increased its military 
budget by 50 per cent as compared with the year before, thus attaining 
a figure twice as high as in 1972/73. This country is among those with 
the highest military expenditure per head of the population. Irrefutable 
evidence of this is contained in the report of the United Nations Special 
Committee against Apartheid on armament in South Africa, dated 
23 July 1975. It is not only a strange practice, but one calling for 
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outright condemnation that the racist apartheid régime is supported 
in this field by certain NATO circles. The facts are there to prove it. 
Let me refer here to the well-founded facts compiled in a report of the 
Special Committee against Apartheid and in materials published by the 
“Unit on Apartheid”’. 

Nobody can deny that the South African racist régime plays an impor- 
tant role in the adventurist strategic plans of imperialist circles. This 
régime is to serve as a link and a bridgehead for the military bases 
in the Indian Ocean. The NATO countries supply equipment for the 
naval base at Simonstown, and visits by military leaders from NATO 
countries to South Africa, e.g. by a general to the South African nuclear 
research centre at Pelindaba, allow for even more serious conclusions. 
This demonstrates more clearly than ever the threat which the situation 
in southern Africa poses to peace and security. Therefore, the delegation 
of the GDR expressly supports the demand for a mandatory arms em- 
bargo against the Pretoria régime as repeatedly raised in this forum. 
My delegation shares the deep concern expressed especially by the 
African representatives about the dangers which the South African 
racist régime’s access to nuclear arms would create. Statement of 
facts by the representatives of Somalia, Nigeria and others illustrate 
only too clearly the dangers involved. It is with good reason that the 
issue of violations of both the Treaty on the Non-proliferation of Nu- 
clear Weapons and of Resolutions 1652 (XVI) and 2033 (XX) has been 
put on the agenda. Any access by the Pretoria régime to nuclear equip- 
ment will increase the danger for peace and security in southern Africa, 
and any activity by states members of the United Nations giving this 
régime access to nuclear know-how and equipment is directed, at the 
same time against the efforts made by United Nations Organization to 
eliminate the racist régime. 

I should like to recall, in this connection, the statement by the US 
Secretary of State in the general debate of the XXX session of the 
General Assembly who, referring to the export of nuclear material for 
commercial considerations, drew attention to the danger of a prolifera- 
tion of nuclear weapons arising therefrom. 

It is no use playing down the facts or trying to separate politics from 
trade. It is well known that diplomatic, consular and trade relations 
are inseparably linked with each other. The trade policy pursued by 
Western countries towards Portugal in the last few months shows 
how trade is used as a means of politics to influence political develop- 
ments in states. 

With regard to progressive Governments, capitalist states are quick 
to use trade as an instrument of pressure. With regard to fascist 
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régimes such as South Africa, however, they preach patience and, in 
order to appease worried people in their own ranks and to deceive 
world opinion, they maintain that politics is one thing and trade 
another. 

My delegation holds that the observance of a strict economic embargo 
against the Pretoria régime by all states members of the United Nations 
would, above all, help to put an end to racist domination in South 
Africa. 

Any form of cooperation with the racist régime in South Africa 
strengthens this régime and is in contradiction to the spirit and letter 
of all relevant resolutions and decisions adopted by the United Nations 
against the apartheid régime in South Africa. 

In addition to these quite apparent forms of political, military and eco- 
nomic support for, and cooperation with, the Pretoria régime, there are 
numerous disguised, but no less effective forms. They include loans 
to the Pretoria régime, which have enabled it to set up its own arms 
industry, now supplying 80 per cent of all its arms requirements. South 
African companies playing a crucial role in South Africa’s arms industry 
carry out vast modernization programs by means of foreign loans, e.g. 
ISCOR (Iron and Steel Corporation), which in 1973/74 alone received 
foreign loans valued at 183.5 million Rand, and ESCOM (Electricity 
Supply Commission). 

As a matter of fact, the Pretoria régime is anxious to persuade foreign 
banks to make investments in the public sector so as to strengthen 
the ties between these banks and the racist régime. It is not for nothing 
that South Africa’s Finance Minister, Dr Diederichs, said at the end 
of 1974 that the leading financial companies were “friends of South 
Africa” and that almost every week a foreign bank opened a branch 
in South Africa, granted a loan to it or engaged in similar transactions 
with South Africa. 

Is it not justified to ask where these loans come from, as the Govern- 
ments which continue to maintain diplomatic and trade relations with 
the Pretoria régime allegedly do neither promote nor guarantee invest- 
ments in South Africa? 

My delegation welcomes the initiatives taken not only at the Lima 
Conference of Non-Aligned Countries, but also here at the- United 
Nations for a thorough investigation of the activities of transnational 
corporations. It holds that the results of these studies should also be 
used in the struggle for eliminating the apartheid régime. According 
to my delegation’s point of view, the projected information centre of 
the ECOSOC Commission on transnational corporations could, in con- 
formity with the resolutions of the UN General Assembly on the 
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struggle against apartheid, examine the activities of corporations from 
the angle of the responsibility of states for the struggle to eliminate 
the apartheid régime. 

Thirty years ago, the Nazi régime, one of the ideological forbears of 
the apartheid régime in South Africa, was smashed to pieces by the 
heroic struggle of the peoples of the Soviet Union and their allies of the 
anti-Hitler-Coalition. The historic victory over the Nazi régime 
strengthened the national and social liberation forces all over the 
world and hastened the collapse of colonialism and racism. Since then, 
many peoples have shaken off the yoke of colonialism and racism and 
have successfully followed the path of peaceful development and social 
and economic progress. 

The racist régime in South Africa is a troublemaker in international 
relations and represents a danger for peace and security in this region. 
The states and transnational corporations which cooperate with South 
Africa in the military, economic or financial spheres, are aiding and 
abetting the policy of apartheid and share responsibility for the 
continued existence of the apartheid régime. 

The purposes and principles of the United Nations Charter require 
determined action against this racist régime. The international isolation 
of this régime is steadily growing, an obvious expression of this being 
the suspension of the apartheid régime’s representatives from participa- 
tion in the XXIX session of the General Assembly. Therefore, the time 
has come to put an end, once and for all, to the racist policy practised 
in southern Africa. This is in the best interests of all peoples and of the 
strengthening of peace throughout the world. 


Archives of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the GDR. 
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Statement made by GDR representative Dr Gottfried Les- 
sing in the Fourth Committee of the XXX session of the UN 
General Assembly, concerning the activities of foreign eco- 
nomic and other interests which are impeding the imple- 
mentation of the UN Declaration on the Granting of Inde- 
pendence to Colonial Countries and Peoples 


3 November 1975 


Since time immemorial brutal exploitation and suppression of the 
indigenous people has been a sure sign for and an integral part of 
colonialism wherever it has shown its ugly head. This fact is just as 
true today as it has ever been before. It was one of the main reasons 
why the United Nations has decided at the XXII session of the General 
Assembly to consider as a separate item the activities of foreign eco- 
nomic and other interests and how it is impeding decolonization and the 
struggle against apartheid and racism. 

Contrary to some assertions by transnational corporations, imperialist 
economic interests and some representatives of Western powers, acti- 
vities of foreign economic and other interests have made more difficult 
and have retarded the exercise of the right to self-determination and 
independence of the people of Zimbabwe, Namibia, South Africa and 
other colonial territories. They have furthermore intensified the exploi- 
tation of the peoples of these territories and of their natural resources. 
Such activities are therefore diametrically opposed to the aims of the 
Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and 
Peoples (1514/XV), the 15th anniversary of which will take place in 
the course of this session of the General Assembly. 

In the report of the Special Committee on the item of our agenda 
(document A/10023 [Part ITI]) much evidence has been supplied about 
the extent of the exploitation, the enormous difference in wages paid 
to workers and employees of the ruling white minority and those 
paid to the African workers. Substantial evidence is also contained 
therein, just as in other documents before this Committee regarding 
other items, concerning discrimination in education, health services and 
many other important fields. 

The report referred to by the Special Committee contains also much evi- 
dence on the intricate interlocking of multinational corporations and big 
companies of certain Western powers mentioned there, with South 
African or Southern Rhodesian companies. Many of the latter are 
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subsidiaries as their names indicate. But as often as not the subsidiary 
status or other form of connection is not so visible. 

Of course, there are many ways how such cover-up can be achieved. 
Either the name is different or the ownership of a certain—say South 
African—company is concealed through one or even several inter- 
mediary financial or holding companies which may be registered in 
a third country or in several other countries. In the end this system 
becomes so intricate that the actual nationality of the true ownership 
cannot so easily be established. 

According to reports that are available from those countries which 
are chiefly involved in having subsidiaries operating in South Africa, 
their total exceeds by far the number of 1,200. To this figure should 
be added the visible and invisible subsidiaries in Southern Rhodesia, in 
Namibia and in other non-self-governing territories in the Caribbean, 
the Pacific etc. 

The extent of the activities of foreign companies is shown already by 
their great number. More indicative, however, is the evidence about 
the fields of their activity. It is not surprising therefore that in Namibia, 
for example, these companies are concentrated in the diamond industry, 
in the mining of base minerals and uranium and to some extent in 
fishing, whereas the agricultural field and the exploitation of the 
African agricultural labourers is left to the local white settlers. 

It has been estimated that the rate of profit of foreign companies in 
Southern Africa lies between 12 and 18 per cent. That would be more 
than high enough. But are these figures correct? One can assume that 
truthful statistics would show figures far in excess of those. One fact, 
however, deserves to be stressed again and again—that these economic 
activities of foreign interests must by necessity and in actual fact do lead 
to an extensive economic and also political cooperation between some 
interested countries and the apartheid and racist régimes of southern 
Africa. 

These facts have been extensively exposed in previous debates on other 
items in this Committee and have found their place in the resolutions 
so far adopted in this Committee during this session. 

The debates regarding today’s topic but also related subjects in this 
and other Committees reveal quite clearly that it is not possible any 
more before the assembled United Nations to express toleration of or 
even assistance to the racial regimes in southern Africa or colonialism 
in general. That also applies to representatives of those states which do 
not hinder or even encourage the activities of their own large companies 
in colonial and dependent countries. 

My delegation attributes this fact to changes in the international situa- 
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tion in favour of the progressive and democratic forces which are 
fighting against colonialism, racism and apartheid. Today, nobody will 
be prepared within or without the United Nations Organization openly 
to defend these evil practices. Even representatives of those countries 
whose companies are, according to the evidence before this Committee, 
particularly engaged in activities in southern Africa, condemn racism, 
apartheid and colonialism; yet their companies continue to draw ever 
growing profits from these activities. 

Is it therefore so far-fetched to assume that these companies and those 
representing them politically have a vested interest in perpetuating as 
long as possible the anachronistic remnants of colonialism and racism? 
Only a few days ago this Committee concluded its general debate on 
the question of Namibia in which the majority if not all speakers 
condemned the illegal occupation of that country by South Africa, its 
suppression of the Namibian people and the assistance given to it by 
certain foreign interests. In this debate the interlocking interests of the 
apartheid regime, the white settlers and the large national or trans- 
national corporations were clearly shown. 

This collusion is the decisive factor for the thwarting of all efforts 
to finally eliminate colonialism in all its manifestations as well as 
apartheid and racism. It explains why the apartheid régime has the 
effrontery to ignore the relevant decisions of the United Nations. 
Allow me, please, to mention new facts about the true intentions of 
Mr Vorster. According to the latest issue of Der Spiegel, published in 
the Federal Republic of Germany, dated 27 October 1975, there exists 
a so far secret project for a large military base in Namibia called 
“Drumpel”, which can be translated as “doorstep”. A sketch is also 
published in that weekly. Situated near Grootfontein, not far from the 
border of Angola, it is going to be a large base for the South African 
army and air force. February 1976 is the date line for its completion. 

I now quote: 

“Among other buildings until now a hangar, store rooms, the squadron 
headquarters of the air force and the transport complex of the 16th 
logistics commando have been built. Quarters for officers and service- 
men, gas tanks, fire stations, a cinema, athletic grounds and canteens 
for white and black military personnel are under construction. Further- 
more, there are plans to build army and air force transmitting and 
receiving stations, railway branch lines and quarters for troops passing 
through. Taken all together, the base will comprise 152 buildings and 
shelters for mobile weapons and other war material.” 

So far this report. Vorster’s intention becomes very clear indeed, 
firstly to perpetuate the illegal occupation of Namibia, secondly to 
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ensure the unhindered exploitation of the people and natural resources 
of Namibia and then invade and threaten Angola and possibly other 
independent African states. 

Without outside support Vorster could not dare to break so flagrantly 
his obligations under international law and to act so blatantly contrary 
to so many decisions of the United Nations. When the famous resolu- 
tion 1514/XV and so many other good and substantial resolutions have 
not yet been fully implemented, when there is still an apartheid 
régime, a Smith régime in power, Namibia illegally occupied and 
so many other territories not yet freed from the yoke of colonialism—the 
blame has to be largely attributed to the activities of foreign economic 
and other interests, and to such governments which pay lip-service to 
the aims of decolonization and anti-racism, but in actual fact are acting 
in support of these economic interests. 

The German Democratic Republic stands for a full and speedy imple- 
mentation of the relevant resolutions, particularly resolution 3299/ 
XXIX. The people and the Government of my country are on principle 
against any form of exploitation and, of course, any form of colonialism, 
racism and apartheid. My country has abided by and will continue to 
abide by all resolutions which are helpful in exterminating the ana- 
chronistic remnants of colonialism. It is prepared to continue its 
assistance to the liberation movements concerned, whether politically, 
morally or materially. 

In particular, my delegation agrees with and supports the contents 
of resolution 3299/XXIX and the recommendations of the Special 
Committee contained in document A/10023 (Part ITI). 

As my delegation fully supports the legitimate right of the colonially 
and racially oppressed people to self-determination and independence, 
it follows logically that it also supports their right to full sovereignty 
over their natural resources and all economic activities, including the 
right to nationalization and the other rights contained in the Charter 
of Economic Rights and Duties of States (resolution 3281/X XIX). 

In conclusion let me state again that the German Democratic Republic 
condemns the predatory activities of foreign monopolies in colonial 
territories. It considers them to be the most important impediment to 
the extermination of colonialism, apartheid and racism, and it will do 
all in its power to assist the just struggle of the oppressed peoples. 


Archives of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the GDR. 
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Telegram addressed by the First Secretary of the Central 
Committee of the Socialist Unity Party of Germany, Erich 
Honecker, the Chairman of the GDR Council of Ministers, 
Horst Sindermann, to the President of the Popular Move- 
ment for the Liberation of Angola (MPLA), Dr Agostinho 
Neto, on the occasion of the proclamation of the People’s 
Republic of Angola 


11 November 1975 


On the occasion of the proclamation of the People’s Republic of Angola, 
we offer you, the Central Committee of the MPLA and the entire 
Angolan people, our heartiest congratulations and fraternal greetings 
on behalf of the SED Central Committee, the Council of State, the 
Council of Ministers and the people of the GDR. 

It is for us a great honour and pleasure to be able to inform you that 
the Government of the German Democratic Republic recognizes the 
independent and sovereign People’s Republic of Angola and is ready to 
establish relations at ambassadorial level. 

The heroic struggle of the MPLA at the head of the people of Angola 
for independence and social progress has right from the outset 
compelled the highest admiration and active solidarity on the part of 
the GDR. The Party, the Government and the people of the GDR will 
also in future extend help and support to the people of Angola in their 
struggle to preserve the sovereignty and territorial integrity of the 
country against all imperialist attempts at interference. 

We wish you, dear Comrade Neto, the MPLA and the people of Angola 
with all our hearts great successes in building up, consolidating and 
defending your young state. Allow us to present you with our sincerest 
wishes for your personal welfare in your responsible task. 


German text in: Aussenpolitische Korrespondenz, No. 47, 19 November 1975, 
p. 370. 
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Statement made by Ambassador Peter Florin, Deputy Mini- 
ster of Foreign Affairs and Permanent Representative of the 
GDR at the United Nations, at the XXX session of the UN 
General Assembly to mark the 15th anniversary of the adop- 
tion of the UN Declaration on the Granting of Independence 
to Colonial Countries and Peoples 


21 November 1975 


On 14 December of this year we shall be celebrating the fifteenth 
anniversary of the unanimous adoption at the XV session of the UN 
General Assembly, on the initiative of the USSR and with the support 
of the African and Asian states, of the important Declaration in reso- 
lution 1514 (XV) on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries 
and Peoples. The struggle for political independence of the colonially 
oppressed peoples thus entered its final phase. 

The Declaration is based on the Charter of the United Nations and 
reaffirms the right of the colonially oppressed peoples to self-determina- 
tion and independence. It has become an important international instru- 
ment in the successful struggle for the elimination of all forms of 
colonial and racist oppression. It clearly underlines the viability of the 
United Nations Charter. 

The. adoption in 1960 of that Declaration was possible thanks to the 
changes in the world balance of forces in favour of peace and progress. 
Former colonies won their independence and became members of the 
United Nations as sovereign states. On the other hand, the Declaration 
gave a new impetus to the anti-colonial struggle of peoples for freedom 
and self-determination. 

The majority of African states won their independence in the years 
following the adoption of the Declaration and today they occupy a 
place of honour and play their full part in international life, in the 
struggle for peace and international security, against oppression and 
exploitation. In other parts of the world great progress is to be noted 
in the process of decolonization. 

In the course of the last few years and this year significant advances 
have been made in the struggle to implement the Declaration. They 
include, of course, the collapse of the Portuguese colonialist system as a 
result of the joint struggle of national liberation movements and all 
democratic and progressive forces in the world, including the Portu- 
guese people themselves. The conquest of their independence by the 
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former Portuguese colonies and their emergence as sovereign states 
quite clearly demonstrates that it is not possible to halt the process 
of liberation of colonially oppressed peoples. Nevertheless, we all know 
perfectly well that that struggle had to be waged in the teeth of bitter 
resistance on the part of imperialism and reaction. 

On 11 November this year the colonial domination of Portugal in 
Angola was brought to an end. In the capital of Angola the first Govern- 
ment of the People’s Republic of Angola was installed and independ- 
ence was proclaimed. From this rostrum, on behalf of the delegation 
of the GDR, we congratulate the Angolan people on this event. Under 
the leadership of the MPLA, they have waged a long and costly struggle 
against colonial oppression. 

On 4 February 1961, troops of the MPLA attacked the prison in 
Luanda, opening a decisive phase in the anti-colonialist struggle in 
Angola. The proclamation of independence in Angola was hailed 
throughout the world as the advent of a new era, when colonialism 
will be eliminated and the real aim of the liberation of peoples from 
imperialist tyranny will at last be achieved. 

Angola is a rich country. Its wealth should belong to its people. This 
is the wish of the leaders of the MPLA and of the masses. Nevertheless, 
foreign imperialist circles, in league with the forces of internal reac- 
tion, entertain other aspirations. Their purpose is to overthrow the 
legitimate Government of the MPLA and to establish a neo-colonialist 
régime which would permit the international monopolies to pillage 
the enormous wealth of that country with impunity. For that the 
people of Angola have been forced into a bloody war. 

The South African troops and mercenary bands, joined by such Portu- 
guese fascists as Santos e Castro, a Colonel of the illegal so-called 
Portuguese Liberation Army, infiltrated the country. There is no longer 
talk of the so-called dialogue or consultations with the national libera- 
tion movement of Angola; now they are removing their masks and 
announcing as their goal the restoration by force of a régime that 
would serve the interests of the imperialists. As has become obvious 
from statements made by a group of workers on British television, the 
South African army has established a military base in the Angolan 
city of Sa da Bandeira, which is situated approximately 250 miles distant 
on the border between Namibia, which is illegally occupied by South 
Africa, and Angola. The leader of the separatist movement of UNITA 
has openly stated that he uses white mercenaries from South 
Africa and Rhodesia and that mercenaries who fought in Biafra are 
preferred. 
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Faced with this alarming situation in Angola, we strongly condemn 
the foreign imperialist interference and demand that the South African 
régime and all those that have raised a sword against the legitimate 
Government of Angola, which is recognized by more than 40 states, 
including the GDR, immediately cease their aggression against Angola. 
The national sovereignty and territorial integrity of Angola must be 
preserved. 

In accordance with the basic principles of our foreign policy, the GDR 
believes that the people of Angola have a right to decide their future 
for themselves and that all direct and indirect interference by other 
states must cease, as being contrary to the legitimate interests of the 
people of Angola. We must not accept a situation in which the people 
of Angola are not able to enjoy the fruits of their anti-colonialist 
struggle which has been so costly to them. 

Despite the many positive results achieved, the objective of the Decla- 
ration—the unconditional and immediate elimination of colonialism in 
all its forms and the implementation of the inalienable rights of all 
peoples to self-determination and independence—has not yet been fully 
achieved. Millions of people continue to be deprived of their inalienable 
right to self-determination and independence. According to United 
Nations information, today 28 million people still live under trustee- 
ship and in non-self-governing territories, that is, in colonies. The 
anti-colonial and anti-racist struggle is now concentrated primarily in 
the southern part of Africa. 

The main obstacle to decolonization in the southern part of Africa, as 
is well known, continues to be the régime of Pretoria. Millions of 
Africans are under the yoke of the inhuman apartheid régime. South 
Africa, despite the numerous requests made by the Security Council, 
particularly in resolution 366 (1974) of 17 December 1974, illegally 
occupies Namibia and has spread its policy of apartheid to that region 
also. 

Vorster has shown that he does not intend to grant the people of 
Namibia the right to self-determination and independence. This was 
reflected in the so-called constitutional conference, in which SWAPO, 
the only legitimate representative of the people of Namibia, was unable 
to participate. That conference was clearly aimed at dividing the 
country and preserving the status quo in that region. Such manoeuvres, 
as well as the cooperation with the Salisbury régime, show the inhuman 
nature of the policy of apartheid and racial discrimination in southern 
Africa. 

In Southern Rhodesia the minority régime continues its oppression 
of the African population and refuses to give the African people of 
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Zimbabwe the right to self-determination and independence on the 
basis of the principle of majority rule. 

In a number of small territories in the Indian Ocean, the Atlantic 
Ocean and the Pacific Ocean and in the Caribbean area difficulties 
are created by the administering powers and obstacles are placed in 
the way of the exercise by those peoples of their right to self-determi- 
nation and independence. 

The German Democratic Republic reiterates its view that the immediate 
and total elimination of colonialism is an urgent necessity of our time. 
We affirm once again our active solidarity with peoples that are 
fighting for their freedom. Colonial and racist oppression and the pre- 
servation of colonial domination are contrary to the United Nations 
Charter. The policies which support colonialist and racist régimes 
for selfish military, strategic and economic purposes violate the resolu- 
tions of the United Nations and hold back the process of decolonization. 
We share the view that the necessary measures must be taken to ensure 
for all peoples, everywhere and for ever, the right to self-determina- 
tion and independence in accordance with the spirit of the Charter 
and the Declaration. 

My delegation believes that the attainment of this goal would be 
brought nearer by the acceptance of the requests contained in the de- 
cisions of the Council of Ministers of the Organization of African Unity 
in Dar-es-Salaam and Kampala and in the draft resolution submitted 
to the Security Council in document S/L 713 of 6 June 1975, which 
unfortunately was not adopted. This would mean specifically: 

First, the adoption in regard to South Africa of the measures provided 
for in Chapter VII of the Charter—that is, an embargo on the supply 
of weapons to South Africa, the application of economic sanctions, and 
the rupture of diplomatic, consular and other relations. 

Secondly, the establishment of a time-limit for the withdrawal of South 
Africa from Namibia and the holding of elections under the control 
and supervision of the United Nations, and with the participation of 
SWAPO. 

Thirdly, the extension of sanctions against Southern Rhodesia and 
effective control over the implementation of such sanctions by all states, 
without exception. 

Fourthly, the holding of a constitutional conference to give the people 
of Zimbabwe the right to self-determination and independence, on the 
basis of the principle of majority rule. 

Fifthly, the release of all prisoners in South Africa, Namibia and 
Southern Rhodesia who have been imprisoned because of their struggle 
against the apartheid régime. 
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The stubborn determination of some countries to preserve the existing 
political and economic structures in these dependent countries is also 
impeding the progress of the peoples of those countries. Moreover, we 
must draw attention to the fact that there is a growing threat in South 
Africa to international peace and security because of the manoeuvres 
connected with the policy of apartheid and racial discrimination and 
also because of the continuing support given to that policy by certain 
states. The alarming increase in Pretoria’s military potential, the possi- 
bility of a nuclear potential there, the possibility of the manufacture 
of nuclear weapons, the threat to independent countries on the African 
continent, the present military attack on Angola: all those factors 
create a constant source of tension which even now is threatening peace 
and security in that region. We are greatly concerned about the close 
military cooperation between certain NATO countries and South 
Africa. 

We believe too that we should pay particular attention to the activities 
of the national and transnational corporations. The activities of those 
corporations in South Africa, Namibia, Southern Rhodesia and other 
still dependent territories are increasing from year to year. Driven by 
their urge for profits, the monopolies are exploiting the African popula- 
tions and the natural wealth rightfully belonging to them in southern 
Africa, often with official support from their Governments. They 
thereby gain enormous profits. That is the essence of the policy of 
political oppression, the close interrelationship between imperialism, 
colonialism, neo-colonialism and racism. 

The German Democratic Republic would therefore like to stress the 
significance of Decree No. 1 of the Council of Namibia, concerning the 
protection of Namibia’s natural resources—this is referred to in General 
Assembly resolution 3295 IV (XXIX)—and the adoption of the Charter 
of Economic Rights and Duties of States, in which it is stated that: 
“States which practise... coercive policies are economically responsible 
to the countries, territories and peoples affected for the restitution and 
full compensation for the exploitation and depletion of, and damages 
to, the natural and all other resources of those countries, territories and 
peoples.” 

An increase in and coordination of activities in this respect and a strict 
implementation of the existing sanctions against Southern Rhodesia 
and the embargo on the supply of weapons to the Republic of South 
Africa constitute real possibilities which the German Democratic Re- 
public insists should be put into effect, as we ourselves are consistently 
doing. 

We firmly support the struggle of the non-aligned countries of Asia, 
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Africa and Latin America against neo-colonialism—that is, against the 
new forms of imperialist colonial policies. The German Democratic 
Republic and other states of the socialist community, as well as the 
states of Asia, Africa and Latin America, believe that the role of the 
United Nations in the implementation of these legitimate demands 
should be further strengthened. 

My delegation will continue actively to participate in the drafting of 
important resolutions designed to support the struggle against colonial- 
ism and racism. As a member of the Committee against Apartheid, the 
GDR deems it its duty to work consistently for the final elimination 
of colonial and racial oppression and exploitation, in the spirit of our 
Declaration. 

The German Democratic Republic is in favour of the consistent imple- 
mentation of all relevant resolutions and decisions of the Security 
Council and the General Assembly, as well as of the specialized 
agencies. The people and the Government of the GDR will continue 
to give the national liberation movements all forms of political, moral 
and material support. 


Archives of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the GDR. 


Speech given by Ambassador Peter Florin, Deputy Minister 
of Foreign Affairs and Permanent Representative of the 
GDR at the United Nations, in the Anti-Apartheid Commit- 
tee of the United Nations on the apartheid policy of the 
South African Government 


3 December 1975 


Again and again the racist apartheid régime in South Africa and its 
policy of colonial and racial oppression has been stigmatized, both in the 
Security Council and in the General Assembly, as they present a 
particular threat to peace and security in Africa. 

The report of the Anti-Apartheid Committee bears eloquent witness 
to this. Thus it is stressed in Resolution 3324 (XXIX) that “the grave 
situation in South Africa represents a danger to international peace 
and security”. According to today’s (3 December) New York Times, 
the Prime Minister of the apartheid régime indicated that “the huge 
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former Portuguese territory”—that is, Angola— “could turn into a major 
crisis for South Africa”. Request programmes on South African Radio 
are, also according to today’s New York Times, being sent to “our boys 
somewhere in the front line”. 

The XXX session of the General Assembly only recently affirmed by 
adopting the resolution on the question of Namibia (Doc. A/C.4/L.1097) 
that the situation created by the South African apartheid régime “re- 
presents a danger to international peace and security”. 

At the same time it was emphasized by many speakers in the Fourth 
Committee of the XXX session of the General Assembly—as indeed 
it, had been already in past years—that the Vorster régime does not 
content itself with denying the people of South Africa its right to 
self-determination and freedom from colonial servitude by resorting 
to brutal oppression inside the borders of South Africa, but also, in 
contravention of UN resolutions, is behaving in a similar way towards 
Namibia and Southern Rhodesia, including the oppression of the people 
with military force. 

The cooperation between Vorster and Smith is no secret to anyone who 
follows the apartheid policy of the Vorster régime. The policy pursued 
by both régimes is directed against the liberation of the peoples of 
Africa from oppression and colonial domination. This cooperation, as 
has been repeatedly stressed by the liberation movements, also repre- 
sents a danger to peace and security in this region. 

Last year the Anti-Apartheid Committee was compelled, in the face 
of the overwhelming evidence of the military buildup of South Africa, 
to deal expressly with this aspect characterizing the highly dangerous 
nature of the apartheid régime. The Paris seminar of the Committee in 
spring this year revealed the extent of the military buildup of the 
Vorster régime in a particularly vivid way. Perhaps in the past some 
people were in doubt regarding the aims of this buildup. These aims 
have now been shockingly exposed. The South African apartheid régime 
has gone over to open military aggression against Angola which has 
only just achieved independence. Peace and security in southern Africa 
are being openly violated by the brutal intervention of the Vorster 
régime. 

Let the facts speak for themselves: 

South African military, paramilitary and mercenary units, misusing 
the territory of Namibia, have violated the territorial integrity of a 
young African state and marched into Angola to overthrow the young 
people’s republic and to lead the Angolan people back to the colonial 
oppression from which it had just freed itself by means of struggle and 
sacrifice. 
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The Defence Minister of the Vorster régime, Pieter W. Botha, had the 
effrontery to admit openly the employment of South African troops in 
Angola (Reuters, 28 November, published in the New York Times 
29 November 1975, p.3). A British television team reported on the 
setting up of a South African base in the Angolan town of Sa da 
Bandeira, 250 miles north of the border with Namibia. 

The newspapers report a massive deployment of troops and war ma- 
terial from South Africa. Hercules C130 transport aircraft, Allouette 
3 helicopters, and Panhard armoured cars are being used, while the 
South African troops are supplied from the territory of Namibia. 

The Minister of Defence of the Vorster régime, P. W. Botha, and the 
commander of the so-called South African Defence Force, H. Biermann, 
after an inspection of the South African jumping-off base against Angola, 
called upon other imperialist states to intervene openly in Angola. 
Following its political principles the GDR, like the overwhelming ma- 
jority of UN member states, has always drawn attention to the fact 
that the policy of the apartheid régime in South Africa poses a threat 
to peace and security. We have also always defended this idea against 
those national representatives who attempted to deny or play down this 
threat. 

These are facts which one can find daily in US press, eg. the New 
York Times, the Christian Science Monitor, or Time, in West European 
newspapers such as Le Monde or the Neue Ziircher Zeitung, and in press 
agency reports, such as those of AFP. They are based on eye-witness 
accounts or official statements of members of the Vorster cabinet. 
Portugal’s permanent representative at the UN confirmed before the 
plenary session of the General Assembly on 21 November and in a 
press release of 24 November that South African military contingents 
had crossed the border into Angola, which had caused the Portuguese 
to lodge repeated protests with the Vorster régime. 

The Defence Committee of the Liberation Committee of the Organiza- 
tion of African Unity in a statement of 28 November rightly denounced 
South Africa’s open military intervention against Angola. 

The purpose of South Africa’s military intervention is no secret. The 
Times of 11 November 1975 made this clear in a commentary containing 
the following passage: “Unfortunately for Angola the country has too 
much potential wealth and too great strategic importance to be allowed 
to decide its own future. It has oil, diamonds, uranium and a multitude 
of other minerals. It possesses large seaports which command the 
southern Atlantic and the sea routes round the Cape. 

“Moreover Angola occupies a key position across the dividing line 
between black and white states, and the policy of the ultimate victor 
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will have decisive influence over the whole of southern Africa... There 
will be consequences for Namibia.” 

The inference is clear, I think. 

The apartheid régime does not shrink from the use of military force 
to prevent the emergence of an independent African state whose people 
will be able to determine their own development free from colonial 
tutelage. 

The apartheid régime is trying to set up a neocolonial régime that 
will allow it to exploit the Angolan people and to plunder unhindered 
the vast riches of their country. To this end a bloody war is being 
forced on the people of Angola. 

In the face of the dangerous situation caused by the apartheid régime 
we regard it as a lofty duty for us, all the more so as, we are a member 
of the Anti-Apartheid Committee that has always opposed the policy 
of the apartheid régime, which endangers peace and security, to raise 
our voice against this military intervention. We condemn in the 
strongest terms the intervention of military, paramilitary and mercenary 
units of the apartheid régime against Angola and demand the immediate 
withdrawal of these contingents. 

We associate ourselves with the position of such African states as 
Nigeria, which declared: “The current events in Angola must be seen 
in their proper perspective—not as a conflict between groups in Angola, 
but as a struggle of racist South Africa and its supporters against the 
MPLA.” 

The open military intervention of the apartheid régime must be re- 
pulsed. 

The apartheid régime must not be allowed to prevail! 

The national sovereignty and territorial integrity of the People’s Re- 
public of Angola must be defended. 

My delegation is of the opinion that our Committee should come out 
against the latest crimes of the South African apartheid régime. 


German text in: Archives of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the GDR. 
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Message of greetings from the First Secretary of the Cen- 
tral Committee of the Socialist Unity Party of Germany, 
Erich Honecker, to the participants in the International Con- 
ference Against Fascism in Patna 


4 December 1975 


In the name of the people of the German Democratic Republic I send 
the most cordial greetings to the participants in the International Con- 
ference Against Fascism in Patna in the Republic of India, with which 
we are bound by friendly ties. 

We are following your Conference with particular interest and high 
esteem because we ourselves in our own history have had to live 
through the bitter experience of the barbarity of fascism. Only after the 
heaviest sacrifices by our Soviet liberators and many other peoples of 
the world, and by the best forces of our own people, was Hitler’s 
fascism beaten 30 years ago. On the soil of the German Democratic 
Republic, fascism and militarism, chauvinism and racial hatred, have 
been destroyed for ever, having been torn up by their imperialist 
roots. 

Today we know that fascism is conquerable. In the community of all 
anti-fascist and humanist forces and in their solidarity with the USSR 
and the socialist community of states lies the surest guarantee for 
victory over fascism and war, for the freedom of every nation. 

Your Conference is of great, world-wide significance. It encourages 
the struggle of the people of Chile against the fascist Pinochet junta. 
It gives strength to all other peoples who have to defend themselves 
against the threat of fascism and fascist terror. It is an important con- 
tribution to the struggle of the people of Asia for collective security 
for the sake of a peaceful settlement of all problems on this important 
and most populous continent of our globe. 

We are sure that the results of your Conference will contribute to the 
further consistent development and irreversible anchoring of the 
process of détente on all continents, and in this spirit wish you success 
in your deliberations. 

I assure you that the people of the German Democratic Republic will 
always support in firm solidarity the struggle of the peoples against 
fascism and imperialism, and for peace, security, disarmament and 
national independence. 


German text in: Aussenpolitische Korrespondenz, No. 50, 11 December 1975, 
p. 396. 
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Statement made by GDR representative Bernhard Neuge- 
bauer in the Fourth Committee of the XXX session of the 
UN General Assembly, concerning the policies of apartheid 
of the Government of South Africa 


12 December 1975 


All resolutions adopted by the United Nations General Assembly on 

the item “Policies of apartheid of the Government of South Africa” 

during the last few years have made it definitely clear that the apart- 
heid policy constitutes a danger to peace and security. 

This statement induced the Special Political Committee to deal this 

year in particular with the alarming military build-up of the Vorster 

régime. In this respect—and the Committee against Apartheid has 
stressed that again and again as a result of its work—emphatic demands 
were made which are reflected in the draft amendments submitted by 
seven African states and which we have before us for voting, demands 
which call upon those states which support the racist apartheid régime, 

e.g. with arms supplies, to finally stop supporting a régime which 

threatens peace and security in southern Africa. | 

Hardly had the Special Political Committee of the XXX Session of the 

General Assembly started its deliberations on this item when the 

urgency of this demand became obvious. The South African apartheid 

régime has gone over to open military aggression against Angola which 
has just achieved independence. 

There are no longer any news media wanting to be taken seriously 

which would dispute these facts: 

— Le Monde confirmed on 10 November that South African merce- 
naries were marching in the direction of Lobito, getting logistic 
supplies from South Africa. 

— According to AFP the British television network ITV confirmed 
on 13 November that South African troops were fighting in Angola 
and had established a base at Sa da Bandeira, 250 miles north of 
Namibia. 

— The South African press reported on 9 November, also according 
to AFP, that 28 armoured vehicles had entered Angola from Na- 
mibia. 

— The New York Times, quoted here recently, reported on 3 December 
about statements by Vorster and the South African defence minister 
on the presence of South African troops in Angola. The Defence 
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Minister of the Vorster régime, Pieter W. Botha, had the effrontery 
openly to confirm the presence of South African troops in Angola 
(Reuters, 28 November, published in the New York Times of 29 No- 
vember 1975, p. 3). 

— After an inspection of the South African deployment base against 
Angola, Minister Botha and the supreme commander of the so-called 
Defence Forces of South Africa, H. Biermann, called upon other 
imperialist states also to launch an open intervention against An- 
gola. 

— According to the New York Times of 3 December, page 11, the 
employment of South African contingents in Angola was again 
confirmed by South African Defence Ministry sources. The news- 
paper also pointed out that the radio of the apartheid régime 
recently had begun to broadcast request programmes “for our boys 
somewhere in the front line”. 

The reports of the last few days further say: 

— AFP reported on 5 December from Calugue (South Angola) that 
South Africa had established a kind of Bar Lev line on Angolan 
territory. 

— The New York Times reported on 3 December,—and this part has 
not been quoted by Ambassador Daniel Patrick Moynihan—that 
“the American officials said that South Africans were still holding 
the Atlantic port of Novo Redondo” (according to the map printed 
with the article this is about 400 miles north of Namibia, deep in the 
territory of Angola). 

Numerous governments have condemned and thus again confirmed 

the violation of the territorial integrity of Angola by troops, para- 

military units and units of mercenaries from South Africa. 

— And I want to draw the attention of the General Assembly to the 
fact that the permanent representative of Portugal at the United 
Nations confirmed here on 21 November as well as in a press release 
of 24 November that South African military contingents had crossed 
the frontier with Angola, a fact which led the Government of Por- 
tugal to lodge repeated protests with the régime of Vorster. 

— The Supreme Military Council of Ghana “strongly condemned South 
Africa for the dispatch of troops and mercenaries to Angola,” 
describing this as an “act of naked aggression and an affront and 
a threat to all independent African states”. 

— ‘The Foreign Minister of Tanzania, Mr Ibrahim Kaduma, on 4 De- 
cember accused South Africa “of escalating the civil war in An- 
gola’. The Government of Tanzania on 5 December confirmed the 
condemnation of South Africa’s armed intervention. 
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— Algeria condemned already on 11 November the intervention by 
the apartheid régime’s troops and mercenaries in Angola. 

— The Sub-committee on Defence of the OAU Liberation Committee 
called “South African intervention in Angola naked aggression”. 

— And I should like to add the statement made by the African Group 
to the United Nations in which it underlined, on 7 November, that: 
“The, African group strongly condemns the racist régimes of South 
Africa and Rhodesia for this aggression against the people of 
Angola.” 

These are the facts. And the aim of South Africa’s military interven- 
tion in Angola is no secret. 
The apartheid régime does not even shrink back from the use of 
military force to prevent the development of an independent African 
state whose people can determine their destiny free from any form of 
colonial tutelage. 
The apartheid régime and its backers should by now have learnt the 
lesson that the nations of the world are no longer ready to accept the 
establishment of a neo-colonialist régime. The imperialist aggressors can 
no longer enforce their plans for oppression and exploitation with 
impunity. Indo-China and the Middle East show that the balance of 
forces has clearly changed. 

The United Nations Special Committee against Apartheid stated last 

week with regard to this subject: “The Special Committee views this 

act of naked aggression as an attempt at further extending and con- 
solidating its racist policies and posing a serious threat to the security 
of Southern Africa as a whole. It calls on all Governments and organiza- 
tions to denounce the aggression by the South African racist régime in 

Angola, and to take all appropriate steps to secure the immediate with- 

drawal of all South African military personnel, including mercenaries, 

from Angola. 

The Special Committee declares that those countries which have resisted 

firm action against the South African régime with the regrettable effect 

of encouraging and enabling it to embark on this further act of aggres- 
sion, bear a special responsibility. 

It hopes that they will be persuaded to cease all collaboration with 

South Africa and cooperate in isolating and punishing the aggressive 

racist régime.” 

What all states have been invited to do is quite clear. Whoever advo- 

cates the strengthening of peace and security in this area is obliged 

to condemn open military aggression by the apartheid régime. 

Each member of the United Nations, in acceding to the world organiza- 

tion and recognizing its Charter, has bound itself to stand up for peace 
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and security. No one can escape this responsibility. Attempts to divert 
attention from the facts and to separate from their natural allies the 
peoples and states which are fighting for their national independence 
or have already shaken off the imperialist yoke of colonial exploitation, 
will not change this in any way. 

In this connection, I should like to draw attention to the fact that 
today’s Christian Science Monitor published a broad survey of United 
States military bases abroad. Obviously, this is considered by some as 
being quite normal, so it is only understandable if, as was done on 
Monday before this Assembly, efforts are being made to defend the 
apartheid régime in South Africa. The reason for the move is quite 
obvious. New possibilities are being sought for the establishment of 
military bases. The delegation of the GDR is convinced that unanimous 
and joint action by the African states and all their real allies will support 
the Angolan people in their struggle against neo-colonialist and racist 
oppression so that the Angolan people will really reap the fruits of their 
liberation struggle which has lasted so many years and involved so 
heavy sacrifices. The delegation of the GDR shares the position of such 
African states as Nigeria whose Government stated: “The current events 
in Angola must be seen in their right perspective—not just fighting be- 
tween factions in Angola but fighting between racist South Africa with 
its backers and the MPLA.” 

The GDR is firmly convinced that the People’s Republic of Angola will 
repulse all attacks against the territorial integrity of the country and 
will defeat the South African mercenaries. 

In line with its political principles, the GDR as a member of the 
Committee against Apartheid has always condemned the policies of the 
South African apartheid régime as a threat to peace and security, as 
has the overwhelming majority of the states members of the United 
Nations. The delegation of the GDR has always rejected attempts to 
sidetrack attention from this subject and from the real situation. So it 
will also be in future. 

That is why the delegation of the GDR fully supports the proposal con- 
tained in Doc. A/L. 784 submitted by seven African countries, supple- 
menting the present draft resolution on the “Situation in South Africa’. 
We believe that these amendments are timely, and that attempts such 
as that made by the first speaker in this morning’s debate, to divert 
attention from the real facts and from the need to condemn the apart- 
heid régime can only play into the hands of the apartheid régime and 
those who are aiding and abetting it. 


Archives of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the GDR. 
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Joint statement issued by the Solidarity Committee of the 
GDR, the League for the United Nations in the GDR, the 
GDR Committee for the Decade of Action to Combat Racism 
and Racial Discrimination and the GDR Committee for 
Human Rights to mark the 15th anniversary of the adop- 
tion of the UN Declaration on the Granting of Independence 
to Colonial Countries and Peoples 


14 December 1975 


On the initiative of the Soviet Union and with the support of the other 
states of the socialist community and the African and Asian states the 
United ‘Nations General Assembly, on 14 Dezember 1960, adopted the 
Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and 
Peoples. Fifteen years ago this Declaration was a historic decision of 
the United Nations in the struggle to eliminate the imperialist practices 
of colonialist exploitation and oppression. It marked the beginning of 
the final stage in the struggle for the political independence of the 
peoples under colonial rule. 

The Declaration has proved an effective instrument in the fight for 
the elimination of all forms of colonial and racial oppression. It has 
given strong impetus to the liberation struggle of the peoples of Asia, 
Africa and Latin America. 

By their policy aimed at the strengthening of peace and détente the 
Soviet Union and the other states of the socialist community have made 
a major contribution to changing the international balance of forces in 
favour of all progressive and anti-imperialist forces and have created 
more favourable conditions for the struggle of the states of Asia. 
Africa and Latin America to achieve national and social liberation. In 
this process the states of the socialist community have proved true allies 
of the peoples fighting for their independence and against exploitation 
and oppression. 

As a result of the joint struggle carried on by the colonially op»vressed 
peoples under the leadership of their national liberation move- 
ments and by all democratic and progressive forces of the world 
great successes have been achieved in the years since the Declaration 
was adopted. During this period about 40 new, sovereign states have 
emerged that have cast off the colonial yoke and are now playing 
an active part in the international arena in the struggle for peace, 
security, détente and economic and social progress. It was in no small 
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measure the collapse of the Portuguese colonial empire and the achieve- 
ment of independence by the peoples of Guinea-Bissau, Mozambique, 
Angola, Sao Tomé and Principe, and the Cape Verde Islands which 
proved that nothing can stop the process of liberating the oppressed 
nations of the world. 

The Solidarity Committee of the GDR, the GDR League for the United 
Nations, the GDR Committee for the Decade for Action to Combat 
Racism and Racial Discrimination and the GDR Committee for Human 
Rights take advantage of the anniversary of the Declaration to greet 
all peoples fighting for national and social liberation and for their 
right to independence and self-determination, and to assure them of 
the German Democratic Republic’s active anti-imperialist solidarity. 
We are aware that the complete elimination of the remnants of colo- 
nialism in all its forms requires further great efforts. Almost 30 million 
people are still deprived of their right to national self-determination and 
independence. 

The racist régimes in southern Africa continue to resort to terrorism 
in oppressing millions of Africans and denying the African population 
the right to govern their countries themselves. The illegal annexation 
of Namibia continues. However, popular resistance is growing, making 
it increasingly difficult for these régimes to continue their colonialist 
and racist policies. 

Contrary to the clear-cut decisions of the United Nations major NATO 
powers are intensifying their political, economic, military and nuclear 
cooperation with the racist régimes in southern Africa, thus encouraging 
them to persist in their policy of oppression. In defiance of UN resolu- 
tions the aggressive régime of Israel is still maintaining its illegal occu- 
pation of Arab territories and refuses to recognize the inalienable rights 
of the people of Palestine, including its right to establish an independent 
Palestinian state. 

In various territories in the Indian, Atlantic and Pacific oceans and in 
the Caribbean colonial powers are denying the people living there 
the right to self-determination and independence. The time has come 
to eliminate these anachronistic remnants of colonialism as well. 

We resolutely condemn the aggression launched by the South African 
racists and their imperialist accomplices against Angola and we demand 
that it should stop immediately. This aggression is aimed at the over- 
throw of the legitimate government led by the MPLA and the establish- 
ment of a neo-colonialist régime which is to enable international 
monopoly capital to continue the unlimited exploitation of the country’s 
wealth. 

Together with the peoples of the Soviet Union and the other fraternal 
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socialist states, the people of the German Democratic Republic have 
always given all-round support to the legitimate aspirations of the colo- 
nially oppressed peoples for self-determination and independence. We 
will continue to stand firmly by the side of the forces fighting against 
colonialism, neo-colonialism, racism and apartheid. 


GDR Solidarity Committee Archives. 


Report addressed by the GDR to UN Secretary-General 
Dr Kurt Waldheim, concerning measures taken by the GDR 
within the framework of the Decade for Action to Combat 
Racism and Racial Discrimination’ 


December 1975 


In its first report delivered in 1974 the German Democratic Republic 
provided information on how, in compliance with the Potsdam. Agree- 
ment, fascism and racial discrimination were eradicated on its territory. 
At the same time, the report specified by what action the Government 
and people of this country actively supported the struggle against all 
forms of racism and racial discrimination. The political, social, constitu- 
tional and legal foundations in the GDR, as described in the first report, 
have continued to ensure, also in the period covered by this report, 
that equality of people without distinction as to their race is the under- 
lying principle of the socialist political and legal system, providing all 
prerequisites and guarantees for fulfilling the Convention’s provisions 
in the German Democratic Republic. Consistently pursuing this policy, 
the German Democratic Republic continued in the period under review 
to pay scrupulous attention to applying the prescriptions of the Con- 
vention in its legislation. These prescriptions were translated into 
practice in state and society in the social, economic, cultural and educa- 
tional fields. The principles of friendship between peoples, races and 
ethnic groups were espoused and manifold activities were undertaken 
to contribute to their implementation on an international level. 


1 The reference is to the UN Secretary-General’s Note SO 2387/2 (2) of 14 No- 
vember 1975. 
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1. Legislative measures in the period under review 


The law supplementing and amending the GDR’s Constitution and new 
laws such as the Civil Code, the Code of Civil Procedure, the Law on 
the Constitution of the Courts and the Law Application Act, all enacted 
in the period under review, contain important constitutional and legal 
provisions which ensure equal rights for all citizens irrespective of 
their race and qualify any act of racial discrimination as involving 
criminal liability. These laws have reaffirmed equality of races as a 
principle permeating and determining the GDR’s entire legislation and 
legal régime. 


(a) Article 6 of the GDR Constitution of 6 April 1968 as modified by the 
Law of 7 October 1974 amending the Constitution reaffirms the fact 
that German militarism and Nazism were extirpated on the territory 
of the German Democratic Republic in accordance with the interests 
of its people and in compliance with its international obligations. In 
its foreign policy the GDR is guided by the principles of socialism and 
peace, understanding among peoples and security. Article 6 highlights 
the GDR’s supports for states and peoples fighting against imperialism 
and colonialism, for national freedom, independence and social progress. 
Hence, assistance to colonially and racially oppressed peoples is a consti- 
tutional tenet underlying the GDR’s foreign policy. It is likewise a 
principle deeply inherent in the socialist system to treat militarist and 
revanchist propaganda, warmongering and manifestations of hatred 
against creeds, races and nations as punishable crimes (Article 6). 

The equality of all citizens in terms of fundamental rights is specifically 
guaranteed in Article 19 and 20. Article 19 ensure their right to partici- 
pate in the guidance of social development, establishing that respect 
for and protection of the dignity and freedom of the personality is 
mandatory for all state organs, all social forces and each individual 
citizen, and guarantees the right of each and every citizen freely to 
unfold his talents in socialist society, for the good of society and for his 
own benefit. Article 20 of the Constitution embodies the principle that 
every citizen of the German Democratic Republic has the same rights 
and duties, irrespective of nationality, race, philosophy or religious con- 
fession, social origin or position. In conformity with this Article, other 
Articles spell out the basic rights of all citizens irrespective of race: Le. 
their entitlement to full participation in shaping political, economic, 
social and cultural affairs (Article 21), the right to vote and to be 
elected (Article 22), the right to work (Article 24), the right to educa- 
tion (Article 25), the inviolability of the person and liberty of every 
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citizen (Article 30) and the right to profess a religious creed (Ar- 
ticle 39). : 

Article 40 guarantees the rights of the Sorbs, the only national minority 
in the GDR, to cultivate their mother tongue and culture and stipulates 
that the enjoyment of this right will be encouraged by the state. 

The principle of equality before the law and equal protection without 
any discrimination is established in Articles 20 and 33. 


(b) Inadmissibility of any kind of discrimination against any citizen 
and equality of all citizens before the law have been reaffirmed as 
guiding principles for all jurisdiction in the GDR by the new Law on 
the Constitution of the Courts of 27 September 1974. 

Article 8 of this Law reads: “Equality of citizens before the law and 
in court is guaranteed irrespective of their nationality, race, ideological 
or religious belief and their social position.” 

This principle determines procedures in criminal proceedings as well 
as in legal action in civil, family and labour cases before GDR courts. 


(c) The Civil Code, adopted by the People’s Chamber of the German 
Democratic Republic on 19 June 1975, following nation-wide democratic 
discussion, has established the fundamental legal rights and the legal 
status of citizens in socialist society. One of the essential fundamental 
rights is the right to respect for the person. Paragraph 7 of the Civil 
Code specifies this as follows: “Every citizen is entitled to respect for 
his person, especially his honour and his repute, his name, his image, 
his copyright and other similarly protected rights arising from creative 
activity. Likewise, he is obligated to respect the person of other citizens 
and the rights deriving therefrom.” 

In case of ‘infringement of the aforementioned rights the Civil Code 
provides for special actions to protect personal rights. (Section 327, 
Civil Code). 


(d) The new Code of Civil Procedure of 19 June 1975, which became 
effective on 1 January 1976, obligates courts to give effect to the legal 
rights of citizens and to see to it that socialist legality is consciously 
observed. (Section 2 of the Code of Civil Procedure). It also sets out 
the rights and duties of parties involved in an action irrespective of 
their nationality and race (Section 3 of the Code of Civil Procedure). 
Every citizen is legally entitled to support, assistance and protection 
by the court (Section 2 of the Code of Civil Procedure). According to 
Section 181, this also applies to citizens of other states and to stateless 
persons. 
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(e) In conjunction with the aforementioned new laws in the field of 
civil law, the Act on the Application of Law to International Civil, 
Family and Labour Law Relations and to International Economic Con- 
tracts (Law Application Act) became effective. 

In its Section 1 the Act establishes the principle that the application of 
law to international civil, family and labour law relations as well as 
to international economic contracts shall be based on the generally 
accepted norms of international law. 

This principle corroborates the introductory thesis in this report that 
in the GDR’s home and foreign policy there is no and cannot be discri- 
mination against anybody, and that principles of international agree- 
ments are fully implemented in this country. Section 1 of the Law 
Application Act provides that, as a matter of principle, the laws of 
the state of which the person concerned is a citizen are applicable in 
international legal relations, which form the subject of this Act. This 
has a particular bearing on marriages (Section 18), termination of 
marriage (Section 20) and legal relationships between parents and 
children (Section 22). In all pertinent cases in GDR courts the laws 
applied are those of the home country of the person concerned. 


(f) In the period under review there was no infringement of legal provi- 
sions relating to the prohibition of any racial discrimination, and con- 
sequently not a single case of a punishable act of that nature was 
reported in the GDR’s judicial practice. 


2. Major attention is constantly given in the GDR to the education of 
the young generation in the spirit of friendship among peoples and of 
international anti-imperialist solidarity against racism and racial discri- 
mination. An important part in this education is played by school, in 
particular the 10-class polytechnical secondary school, which is the 
basic type of school. But also the family, pre-school facilities, extra- 
curricular activities and children’s and youth organizations contribute 
with their specific means and methods to the endeavour of awakening 
and strengthening sentiments of friendship, understanding and respect 
for the way of living, traditions, customs and the cultural heritage of 
other peoples. 

This concern of the entire society is described in the Information on 
the Education of the Young Generation in the German Democratic 
Republic in the Spirit of International Friendship and Solidarity, 
Against Racism and Racial Discrimination, which was submitted to 
ECOSOC on 25 February 1976. 

It reads in this Information: “Already at an early age, at school and 
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in practical life, children are made familiar with the ideas of the 
dignity and equality of all people so that they develop into citizens 
who work actively for socialism and a society without racism and 
racial discrimination. This significant goal of education and training 
forms the basis of all important legal regulations of the educational 
system and the development and promotion of youth in the GDR.” 


3. In line with its overall policy the German Democratic Republic con- 
sistently sides with the peoples of southern Africa in their struggle for 
the final elimination of all forms of colonialism, racism and the policy 
of apartheid. The political, moral and material support rendered to the 
colonially and racially oppressed peoples of Namibia, Zimbabwe and 
South Africa in their struggle for national and social self-determina- 
tion and independence is part and parcel of the policies pursued by the 
German Democratic Republic. This position has been repeatedly ex- 
pressed by representatives of the German Democratic Republic at 
sessions of the UN General Assembly, of other organs of the United 
Nations family and international organizations. Also through its 
membership in the United Nations Special Committee Against Apart- 
heid the GDR cooperates in efforts for the international isolation and 
the elimination of the illegal and inhuman régime of apartheid. 

The German Democratic Republic has always and without any reserva- 
tion supported the decisions and resolutions of the United Nations 
Security Council and General Assembly directed against colonialism, 
racism and the policy of apartheid. It has worked for their implemen- 
tation and has itself unconditionally abided by them. On repeated occa- 
sions the GDR called for effective action by the Security Council 
pursuant to Chapter VII of the UN Charter to eliminate the racist 
régimes of Pretoria and Salisbury. 

The GDR fully observes the sanctions imposed by the UN Security 
Council against Southern Rhodesia. It maintains no political, economic, 
military or other relations whatsoever with the South African and 
Southern Rhodesian régimes nor is it represented in those countries 
by third states. The same applies to the case of Namibia. By contrast, 
the GDR maintains friendly relations with national liberation move- 
ments such as ANC (Zimbabwe), SWAPO and ANC (South Africa), 
supporting them in their costly and difficult struggle. The German 
Democratic Republic was among the first states to ratify the Inter- 
national Convention on the Suppression and Punishment of the Crime 
of Apartheid. 

Since it was adopted, the Programme of the Decade for Action to 
Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination has met with a strong 
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response in the GDR. In the period under review the GDR Committee 
for the Decade for Action to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimina- 
tion, which was founded in 1974, initiated, coordinated or organized 
numerous activities and events in the framework of the Decade. In the 
Information of the German Democratic Republic on Measures Taken 
under the Decade for Action to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimina- 
tion (Doc. E/5759 of 19 February 1975) the GDR furnished detailed 
information on those activities. 

The mass media of the GDR play an essential part in the struggle 
against racism, racial discrimination and the policy of apartheid. The 
press, radio and television provide objective information on racial and 
colonial oppression and exploitation in southern Africa and other parts 
of the world. All mass media consider it an important task to contribute 
with their means to the elimination of racism and the policy of apart- 
heid and they encourage the awareness of all citizens of this necessity. 
Those responsible for the media are guided by the ideas of proletarian 
internationalism, equality among peoples and races and the promotion 
of friendship between them. They help to further strengthen the anti- 
imperialist solidarity of the people of the German Democratic Republic 
with the struggle of the colonially and racially oppressed peoples. 


Archives of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the GDR. 


Interview granted by the General Secretary of the Solida- 
rity Committee of the GDR, Kurt Kriiger, to the GDR news 
agency, ADN 


9 January 1976* 


Question: On what tasks did the GDR solidarity movement concentrate 
in 1975? 

Answer: The people of the GDR can point to a good showing as regards 
solidarity in 1975. This period was again rich in proof of the inter- 
nationalist solidarity of the citizens of the GDR with all those forces 
which in Asia, Africa and Latin America are carrying on the struggle 
for social progress, for national and social liberation, against fascism 
and racism and for the maintenance of world peace. The internationalist 
solidarity of our state and its citizens took a multitude of forms. It was 
expressed in mass meetings and appeals, in protest resolutions and 
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postcards, in solidarity concerts, bazaars, special shifts and hundreds 
of solidarity meetings. Solidarity also means the active work of the GDR 
at the side of the Soviet Union and the other fraternal socialist states 
on the solution of burning international issues, on the damping down 
of the still constantly smouldering international trouble spots. Last but 
not least, solidarity showed itself in high material contributions. The 
Confederation of Free German Trade Unions (FDGB) had the greatest 
share in this. Far more than 50 per cent of all solidarity funds received 
by our Committee, which coordinates the entire solidarity movement in 
the Republic, came via the National Executive of the FDGB. 
Following this example of the working class, our cooperative farmers, 
craftsmen, writers, artists and young people also further strengthened 
their special solidarity contribution. We are fully justified in saying 
that no day passed without solidarity. 

True to the slogan of the Party of the working class, “Solidarity with 
Vietnam—now more than ever!”, we have helped the fraternal Viet- 
namese people. Thanks to the consistent showing of solidarity by all 
classes and strata the amount of this aid was successfully doubled in 
comparison to 1974. Increased solidarity was also extended to our 
friends in Laos and Cambodia. With great sympathy and support we 
are following the fearless and heroic struggle of the Chilean patriots 
against the fascist junta. We showed solidarity with the Arab peoples 
and demanded the withdrawal of the Israeli aggressor from the territo- 
ries occupied since 1967 as well as the respecting of the legitimate rights 
of the Arab people of Palestine. 

Our fraternal solidarity was also felt by the patriots and democrats 
of Portugal and Spain. Energetic support was granted to the former 
Portuguese colonies of Angola, Mozambique, Guinea-Bissau, Sao Tome 
and Principe, and the Cape Verde Islands. Besides the regular solidarity 
deliveries by sea and air, INTERFLUG assigned a further 13 special 
planes to deliver urgently needed goods to these nations, including 
medicines and medical equipment, foodstuffs, clothing and teaching 
aids. We also gave moral and material support to the peoples of southern 
Africa, who are waging a resolute struggle against the racist régime in 
South Africa. 

These examples of concrete assistance may be seen as examples of the 
thousands of acts performed by our solidarity movement. 


Question: Throughout the year solidarity with the Chilean people, the 
struggle for the release of Luis Corvalan and all imprisoned Chilean 
patriots, has persisted. Which actions in your view deserve special 
mention? 
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Answer: When we think of our Chilean friends, we recall many out- 
standing instances of internationalist solidarity in 1975. I would remind 
you of the numerous actions for the release of our comrade Luis 
Corvalan and all the Chilean patriots languishing in jail. Many millions 
of signatures were collected and sent to the UN Human Rights Commis- 
sion. At hundreds of meetings the working people of the Republic 
raised their voice against the terror of the Pinochet clique. It is generally 
known that over 1,200 Chileans have found a temporary home in the 
GDR. To date we have set aside over 15 million marks for their support. 
Nor shall we slacken in future our efforts to help expose the fascist 
crimes of the military junta, in order to isolate it all the more. The 
citizens of the Republic act in the awareness that solidarity with the 
Chilean people is urgently necessary. Thus, they are demanding even 
more loudly and even more emphatically: freedom for all imprisoned 
patriots! Restoration of human rights for the Chilean people! 


Question: Can you say something about the solidarity activities of 
1976? 

Answer: The most important contribution of the citizens of the GDR 
to international anti-imperialist solidarity in 1976 will again be the 
comprehensive strengthening of our socialist state. It is this that forms 
the basis of concrete solidarity. With this in mind we shall do all we 
can to contribute, under the leadership of the Party of the working 
class, to a further shift in the balance of forces in favour of socialism. 
We are also giving, now as before, unlimited and comprehensive 
assistance to Vietnam. This means we are already prepared to continue 
in an intensified way our support for the reconstruction of the town 
of Vinh in the Democratic Republic of Vietnam. The large solidarity 
funds provided by the people of the GDR have put us in a position 
where we shall be able to complete the extensions to the orthopaedic 
centre in Hanoi. What we have to do now is to help with the construc- 
tion of the first industrial plants, so that the Vietnamese people will 
be able to make their land flourish like never before. This help includes 
continuing to train workers for skilled jobs.-At present, over 3,500 young 
Vietnamese are receiving vocational training in the GDR. 

Our redoubled solidarity goes out to the Chilean people, to the struggle 
for the release of Luis Corvalan and all imprisoned patriots, to the 
restoration of human rights in this Andean land. We regard it as our 
internationalist duty to give moral and material solidarity to the young 
People’s Republic of Angola in its just struggle against the imperialist 
conspiracy. Our help belongs to the Angolan people and its leading 
force, the MPLA, now more than ever. 
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We shall fulfil our international duty towards all fighters for freedom, 
independence and social progress. Thus, the year 1976 too places new 
tasks and demands on our sense of solidarity. 


German text in: Neues Deutschland, 9 January 1976. 


Speech given by Ambassador Peter Florin, Deputy Minister 
of Foreign Affairs and Permanent Representative of the 
GDR at the United Nations, in the Anti-Apartheid Com- 
mittee of the United Nations on the subject of the armed 
aggression by the apartheid régime in South Africa against 
Angola 


21 January 1976 


We feel called upon today—as in December—as member of the Anti- 
Apartheid Committee, once again to declare our opposition to the 
military aggression of the South African apartheid régime against 
Angola. 

In doing so I should like to emphasize that I do not regard it as our 
job to concern ourselves with the internal situation of an African state 
which after decades of brutal colonial domination has liberated itself 
from this oppression after a heroic and costly struggle. 

However, the mandate given to us by the General Assembly does not 
allow the Anti-Apartheid Committee to evade the issue when it is a 
matter of condemning the open military expansion of the South African 
apartheid régime and the brutal escalation of its aggressive machina- 
tions. Who would deny that this aggression has far-reaching effects 
on the struggle against apartheid? Should the South African troops 
succeed in holding on to the newly occupied territories, this struggle 
will be made vastly more difficult. 

As early as 3 September the Committee had, in a unanimously adopted 
declaration, emphasized inter alia: 

“The Special Committee Against Apartheid expresses its grave concern 
over the aggression committed by South Africa against Angola... The 
Special Committee regards this naked aggression as an attempt to 
extend further and consolidate racist policy and as a serious threat 
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to the security of the whole of southern Africa. It calls upon all govern- 
ments and organizations to condemn the aggression of the South African 
racist régime in Angola and to take appropriate steps to secure the 
immediate withdrawal of all South African military personnel, includ- 
ing the mercenaries, from Angola.” 

This unambiguous attitude of the Committee doubtless helped to 
expose the renewed criminal activitics of the Vorster régime. 
Nevertheless the aggression of the South African racists has assumed 
an increasingly open character. The Vorster régime reports with no 
attempt at concealment the constant despatch of new contingents of 
regular troops to Angola. Reservists are being called up to win by 
force an extension of the apartheid régime’s sphere of influence. 

The soldiers of the apartheid régime taken prisoner by troops of the 
People’s Republic of Angola and later put on show in Addis Ababa, 
were captured nearly 2,000 kilometres from the southern border of 
Angola. 

A correspondent of Agence France Presse reported on 15 January 
from Silva Porto in central Angola that: “Two Americans from UPI 
and ABC TV News on Tuesday took photographs of about a dozen ca- 
mouflaged Mercedes trucks, of which some were covered and others 
were carrying fair-haired soldiers in full battle gear through the town. 
It is known that South African troops are equipped with lorries made 
by Mercedes.” 

In the message of US President Ford published by the Nigerian press 
the presence of South African troops in Angola is freely admitted. In 
its daily reports the New York Times repeatedly confirms the massive 
use of South African troops in Angola. Thus on 18 January it quoted 
on page 16 a UPI report from Lusaka, according to which the central 
Angolan town of Cela, which lies to the north of the Benguela railway 
line, was until recently a supply base for 1,000 South African soldiers. 
On page 17 of the same issue it confirmed from Huambo, and I quote, 
“South African troops are involved in numerous clashes on the southern 
front”. The New York Times reports from Luso on the use of heavy 
artillery by the army of the apartheid régime. 

The aims of the apartheid régime are clear and unambiguous: Africa 
and the world should come to terms with South Africa’s racist policy 
of apartheid, and tolerate its further expansion. Vorster and company 
are afraid that the heroic struggle of the Angolan people will give 
new impetus to the struggle against apartheid. The peoples of Africa 
who have freed themselves in the course of a struggle filled with 
sacrifices from colonialist, racist and neocolonialist exploitation and 
are fighting for the consolidation of their independence, are again to 
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become an object of exploitation for multinational monopolies and 
imperialist systems. The immediate connection between the racist 
character of the apartheid régime, its aims regarding the peoples of 
Africa, and its aggression in Angola, is obvious. 

The President of the People’s Republic of Angola, Agostinho Neto, 
declared in an interview for Le Monde (26 December 1975) regarding 
this matter: “The South Africans want do dominate Angola. This 
aspiration has incidentally existed for a long time already. The South 
Africans have always declared that their line of defence runs through 
Angola and Mozambique. For this reason they want to occupy our 
country completely, in order to guarantee their domination of the whole 
of southern Africa. Zambia, Zimbabwe, and perhaps also Mozambique 
would thus come under the influence of Pretoria.” 

In this Namibia’s liberation movement is to be liquidated, too. Thus 
George M. Houser wrote in an article in the New York Times on 14 De- 
cember 1975: “One of South Africa’s immediate aims is to use the 
fighting in Angola as a smokescreen for eliminating the armed forces 
of SWAPO in northern Namibia and southern Angola.” 

The aims of the apartheid régime and its actions run counter—this 
must be obvious to everybody—to the principles of the UN Charter 
and the resolutions of the Security Council and the General Assembly. 
The Vorster régime, whose delegation was prevented from taking part 
in the XXTIX session of the United Nations and preferred not to appear 
at all at the XXX session, does not stand completely alone, as is shown 
by recent statements made in and outside the UN and is proved even 
by statements in the US press. 

Thus it is certainly not coincidental either that, at a time when the 
Vorster régime has gone over to open armed intervention in order to 
occupy new territory and extend its racist policy, an embassy of this 
régime has been established in Tel Aviv. 

Peace and security in the Middle East are threatened by the expansionist 
policy of the Israeli government, just as peace and security in southern 
Africa are threatened by the aggressive policy of the racist apartheid 
régime. In both cases—this ought to be generally known—the same 
people stand behind these régimes. This also concerns the question of 
arms suppliers. At this precise moment, when the Vorster régime 
is openly threatening a further expansion of its aggression, this régime 
is receiving new armaments which it thinks it needs for this aggression. 
This includes, for the purpose of supporting the efforts of the apart- 
heid régime to intensify its propaganda (see the New York Times for 
18 January), the delivery of the necessary equipment. Thus AFP reports 
from Frankfurt/Main (FRG) on 15 January the conclusion of a treaty 
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on the delivery of 104 radio stations with a capacity of up to 500 watts 
by the firm of AEG-Telefunken to South Africa. 

The GDR delegation, which has always stood consistently at the side 
of the revolutionary peoples of Africa in their struggle against colonial- 
ism, racism and neocolonialism, regards it—particularly as a member 
of the Anti-Apartheid Committee—as an urgent imperative and a duty 
arising out of the Committee’s mandate to demand once again and in 
the sharpest terms the immediate withdrawal of the troops of the racist 
apartheid régime from Angola. 

I should also like in this connection to refer to Resolution 3411, adopted 
by the XXX session of the General Assembly, which in Part G condemns 
the racist apartheid régime for its policy and apartheid practices, which 
are in constant violation of the principles of the Charter, repudiates 
the manoeuvres of the régime to consolidate white minority rule, and 
also condemns most vigorously the activities of those who collaborate 
with South Africa. The GDR’s firm solidarity goes to those who con- 
sistently heed the resolutions of the UN and resolutely oppose the 
apartheid régime. The GDR, which was one of the first states to re- 
cognize the People’s Republic of Angola, knows that it has recognized 
a state which has a heavy burden to bear in the struggle against the 
open aggression of the apartheid régime. 

The Government of Nigeria, in a statement on the recognition of the 
People’s Republic of Angola, stressed: “As a member of the OAU 
which is pledged to struggle against racism and for the support of 
Angola’s independence, the Federal Military Government condemns in 
the sharpest terms the collaboration with the South African régime and 
its backers.” 

The movement for struggle against the apartheid régime’s waging of 
an expansionist war is also growing in South Africa itself. The inter- 
national news agencies report political demonstrations in South Africa 
against the policy of the régime and in support of the People’s Republic 
of Angola. This is also quite logical, for when one looks at Vorster’s 
soldiers running wild in Angola, one immediately thinks of how in 
South Africa for over 25 years a handful of bank, factory, mine and 
plantation owners have in the name of three million whites kept a 
black population of over 19 millions in a state of inhuman semi- 
slavery in order ruthlessly to exploit them. 

We are confident that, just as the revolutionary peoples of Africa have 
liberated themselves from the colonial yoke, so will they overthrow 
this last bastion of racism and neocolonialism, which is attempting to 
oppose the trend of history, and frustrate the plans of all those involved 
in these machinations. 
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This is beginning to be grasped even by the New York Times, which 
on 14 December 1975 wrote among other things: “South Africa sees 
the Angola conflict as the actual beginning of the war for its own 
survival as a white-ruled state in southern Africa.” 

The task and first concern of our Committee must be, such is our firm 
conviction, to raise our voices more than ever against the adventures 
of the apartheid régime which are a threat to peace and security. The 
GDR delegation considers that the present situation demands that the 
Committee adopt a unanimous attitude opposing the military inter- 
vention of the apartheid régime and regard the struggle to end this 
intervention as a primary requirement in the struggle to eliminate 
racism and racial discrimination. We also owe this to Africa’s great 
patriot Patrice Lumumba, who was murdered fifteen years ago because 
he fought against colonialism and racism, and who is honoured 
throughout Africa today as a symbol of the struggle for independence. 
The struggle against the aggression of the apartheid régime must 
become an essential component of the struggle to eliminate racial 
discrimination. 


Archives of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the GDR. 


Message of greetings sent by the First Secretary of the Cen- 
tral Committee of the Socialist Unity Party of Germany, 
Erich Honecker, and the Chairman of the GDR Council of 
State, Willi Stoph, to the President of the Popular Move- 
ment for the Liberation of Angola (MPLA) and President 
of the People’s Republic of Angola, Dr Agostinho Neto, on 
the occasion of the 15th anniversary of the beginning of 
armed struggle 


4 February 1976 


On the occasion of the 15th anniversary of the Angolan people’s taking 
up arms to fight, under the MPLA’s leadership, against colonial rule 
and imperialist exploitation, we extend to you, the MPLA Central 
Committee and the whole Angolan people the fraternal greetings of the 
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Central Committee of the Socialist Unity Party of Germany, the Council 
of State and the people of the German Democratic Republic. 

The German Democratic Republic has for long firmly sided with the 
heroic struggle of the people of Angola and their courageous armed 
liberation forces which, led by the MPLA, have been fighting for an 
independent, democratic, anti-imperialist Angola. The GDR people and 
their party and state leadership are linked in solidarity with the 
Angolan people in their battle for independence, sovereignty and terri- 
torial integrity. 

It is with sympathy that we are following your efforts to build a new 
life. The successes you have gained in the struggle against neocolonialist 
and racist intervention and aggression, against the separatist organiza- 
tions and their imperialist patrons are a great contribution to the world- 
wide anti-imperialist struggle against colonialism, neo-colonialism and 
racism, for the national and social liberation of the peoples, for peace 
and progress. 

At the side of the Soviet Union, the other socialist states and all anti- 
imperialist forces the GDR will continue to extend solidarity and 
assistance to the Angolan people in their heroic struggle. 

We are certain that the just cause of the Angolan people will triumph. 
We wish you, the MPLA Central Committee, the popular liberation 
forces of Angola, and the entire Angolan people further successes in 
strengthening and consolidating the People’s Republic of Angola and 
in defeating imperialist intervention and aggression. 


Foreign Affairs Bulletin, No. 5, 12 February 1976, p. 30. 


Message of greetings addressed by the First Secretary of 
the Central Committee of the Socialist Unity Party of Ger- 
many, Erich Honecker, to the Conference of the Afro-Asian 
Peoples’ Solidarity Organization (AAPSO) in Luanda 


5 February 1976* 


It was with great satisfaction that we learned of the renewed initiative 
of the Afro-Asian Peoples’ Solidarity Organization to hold an inter- 
national solidarity conference in Luanda in order to help bring about 
world-wide recognition of the People’s Republic of Angola and to 
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support the Angolan people’s struggle led by the Popular Movement 
for the Liberation of Angola (MPLA) against imperialist aggression. 
The German Democratic Republic regards the struggle, filled with 
sacrifice, of the Angolan people as an important contribution to the 
world-wide anti-imperialist struggle against neo-colonialism and racism, 
for the national and social liberation of the peoples. From the outset 
it has felt itself closely bound up with this heroic struggle of the people 
of Angola. True to its internationalist duty, the German Democratic 
Republic will continue to extend assistance in a spirit of solidarity. 

We wish the solidarity conference complete success and express our 
certainty that it will lend fresh impetus to international solidarity with 
the People’s Republic of Angola and the valiantly fighting Angolan 
people. 


German text in: Aussenpolitische Korrespondenz, No. 5, 5 February 1976, p. 34. 


From the joint communiqué on the visit to the GDR by a 
delegation of the Cape Verde Republic led by the member 
of the Executive Committee of the African Independence 
Party of Guinea and the Cape Verde Islands and Prime 
Minister of the Cape Verde Republic, Pedro Pires 


5 February 1976 


A delegation of the Cape Verde Republic led by Pedro Pires, member 
of the Executive Committee of the PAIGC and Prime Minister of the 
Republic of Cape Verde, paid a visit to the German Democratic Re- 
public from 2 to 4 February at the invitation of Horst Sindermann, 
member of the Politbureau of the SED Central Committee and Chairman 
of the GDR Council of Ministers. 

Petro Pires was received by Erich Honecker, First Secretary of the SED 
Central Committee. During their meeting, which took place in an atmo- 
sphere of trust and comradeship, the two sides exchanged views on 
current international affairs and the policies of the two parties and 
states. Pedro Pires conveyed to Erich Honecker fraternal greetings 
from Aristides Pereira, General Secretary of the African Independence 
Party of Guinea and the Cape Verde Islands (PAIGC), which were 
warmly reciprocated by Erich Honecker. 
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Prime Minister Pedro Pires was received for a friendly talk by Willi 
Stoph, Chairman of the GDR Council of State. 

During their talks, the chairman of the GDR Council of Ministers and 
the Prime Minister of the Cape Verde Republic exchanged views on 
international problems and on the further shaping of bilateral relations. 
They informed each other on developments in their respective 
countries. 

The Chairman of the GDR Council of Ministers paid tribute to the 
heroic liberation struggle of the people of Guinea and the Cape Verde 
Islands under the PAIGC’s leadership, and the proclamation of the 
independence of the Cape Verde Republic. 

The Prime Minister of the Cape Verde Republic expressed his govern- 
ment’s high esteem for the great achievements which the GDR working 
people, led by the SED, had made in building an advanced socialist 
society. On behalf of the PAIGC and the Cape Verde people he expres- 
sed thanks for the solidarity and assistance the GDR had for many 
years extended to their liberation struggle. 

He paid tribute to the GDR’s active contribution to safeguarding peace 
and security in Europe and its consistent support for the anti-imperial- 
ist liberation struggle of the peoples of Africa, Asia and Latin Ame- 
rica. 

Both sides noted with profound satisfaction that thanks to the consistent 
peace policy of the Soviet Union, the coordinated action of the countries 
of the socialist community and the activities of the progressive forces 
in the world détente had become the dominant trend in international 
politics. 


Both parties to the talks advocated strict observance of the purposes 
and principles of the UN Charter and consistent implementation of 
UN resolutions on questions of international security and on increasing 
the efficiency of the United Nations in safeguarding world peace and 
developing cooperation among all nations. 

The two Prime Ministers most emphatically denounced the intervention 
of imperialism and the aggression against the People’s Republic of South 
Africa and its backers and accomplices in order to impose a neo- 
colonialist development upon the Angolan people. They stated the 
preparedness of their parties, governments and peoples to continue to 
support, to the best of their abilities, the heroically fighting Angolan 
people, led by the MPLA, in accordance with the principles of anti- 
imperialist solidarity and the UN Charter. They strongly demanded 
unreserved recognition of the Angolan people’s right to independence, 
national unity and territorial integrity. 
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Further successes in the struggle against imperialism, colonialism 
and neo-colonialism largely depend on the growing strength and 
coordination of common actions by the countries of the socialist com- 
munity, the non-aligned states and all other progressive forces 
throughout the world. 


During the visit of the delegation of the Cape Verde Republic a cultural 
agreement and a protocol on cultural, scientific and technical coopera- 
tion were signed between the two countries. ... 

Both sides underscored the significance of close cooperation between the 
public organizations of their countries. 


Foreign Affairs Bulletin, No. 5, 13 February 1976, pp. 29, 31. 


Statement made by GDR representative Prof. Bernhard 
Graefrath in the Third Committee of the XXX session of 
the UN General Assembly on the question of human rights’ 


5 February 1976* 


According to Articles 55 und 56 of the Charter the UN is charged with 
promoting cooperation between states for the purpose of achieving the 
universal observance and safeguarding of human rights and basic 
freedoms for all without discrimination, in order to create peaceful 
and friendly relations between nations on the basis of respect for the 
principle of equal rights and self-determination of peoples. 

The various human rights conventions, the Convention on the Elimina- 
tion of All Forms of Racial Discrimination and the Conventions on 
Civil and Political Rights as well as on Economic, Social and Cultural 
Rights, have been drawn up in this spirit. They envisage no rights for 
the individual which the United Nations could enforce against the 
state of which he is a citizen. Rather, they contain international pledges 
on the part of states. Neither in the Charter nor in the various human 
rights conventions were the United Nations turned into a supervisory 
or control organ for the enforcement of human rights inside states. Even 


1 Source did not contain full text. 
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in the case of the violation of one or another provision of such a con- 
vention it is not as a rule the UN which is competent to deal with such 
a case, but the enforcement procedures laid down in the convention 
itself which should be applied. It cannot be otherwise. If it were, we 
should be in the singular situation where states which were not members 
of a convention would actually sit in judgement over the observance 
of its provisions by the states that were a party to that convention. 

The competence of the United Nations differs from the functions 
envisaged in Articles 55 and 56 of the Charter for the promotion and 
support of cooperation among states in cases where the gross and 
systematic violation of human rights creates a situation which impairs 
the friendly relations between nations or might constitute a threat to 
peace and is hence of international importance. This is the basis of the 
actions which were undertaken in connection with Resolution 1514 
(XX) and of the creation of Ad Hoc Groups regarding the violation of 
human rights in South Africa, Chile, or in the territories occupied by 
Israel. 

On the same basis Resolutions 1235 and 1503 of ECOSOC do not envisage 
the treatment of individual cases of violations. I should like to remind 
those delegates who were of a different opinion regarding Resolu- 
tions 1235 and 1503 that these resolutions do not demand the investiga- 
tion of individual cases, but rather an investigation into whether a 
situation exists which may be seen as a systematic violation of human 
rights. As examples they expressly adduced the racial discrimination 
in South Africa and Southern Rhodesia (Zimbabwe). This does not 
mean there is no racial discrimination in other countries, but that 
there are evidently differences with regard to its international signifi- 
cance. 

If one did not clearly distinguish between what is meant by the promo- 
tion of human rights which are to be guaranteed by the relevant states, 
and what is possible in the case of a violation of the obligation of states 
to keep the peace or a gross and systematic violation of human rights—if 
this clear distinction were not made—the meaning of Article 55, which 
is closely bound up with Article 2 Paragraph 7, would be fundamentally 
altered. The pledges of peaceful cooperation on the basis of sovereign 
equality among states would then be replaced by the possibility of 
intervention through interference in the internal affairs of sovereign 
states. This danger is inherent in all attempts at establishing—independ- 
ently of whether a situation of international significance exists—a 
competence of the United Nations or its organs for the investigation 
of individual cases of violations of civil rights. 

If a state wishes or is prepared to charge an international organ with 
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the investigation of special cases or complaints, it can do so without 
further ado. The convention on the elimination of all forms of racial 
discrimination and the optional protocol to the International Conven- 
tion on Civil and Political Rights and certain regional conventions 
envisage such a procedure. 

In this connection we should take into account that some states which 
press so hard for the treatment of individual cases and complaints, 
have not even signed the most important human rights documents. 
Some of them rejected the universal applicability of the Convention 
on the Prosecution and Punishment of the Crime of Apartheid with 
the assertion that no international element existed. 

In connection with the deliberations in the Security Council on South 
Africa and Southern Rhodesia (Zimbabwe) some have expressly 
declared that a racist state, the setting up or support of a colonial 
régime, is not an international matter. 

This means that the same people who seek the authority to investigate 
individual cases of violations in a given state, refuse competence in 
cases of massive and systematic violation of human rights. 

Attempts to divert the Commission’s attention from the consideration 
of systematic and massive violation of human rights and basic freedoms, 
which might impair the general welfare or friendly relations between 
nations, would only produce the result that attention will no longer 
be concentrated on apartheid, racism, racial discrimination and colo- 
nialism. The main questions of the violation of human rights would 
be replaced by investigations into vague individual cases in any country 
that happened to be chosen. This would undoubtedly lead to inter- 
ference in the internal affairs of states without there being any prospect 
of the enforcement of human rights being guaranteed in this way 
even in a single case. 

Such attempts are often closely linked with an attitude which presup- 
poses that one country or two dozen countries constitute the model of 
freedom and democracy in the world. All other countries receive good 
or bad marks, according to which they are free, partially free or unfree. 
This prompts us to point out that there exist different social systems 
which enjoy equal rights in the United Nations, which are guaranteed 
by the sovereign equality of states. Human rights in the United Nations 
are not limited to civil and political rights. They are characterized by 
the unity of political, economic and social rights. Nowadays the right 
to self-determination and free control over natural resources are funda- 
mental human rights, while the protection of private ownership of 
means of production is no longer regarded as a universal human right. 
For us as a socialist country the guaranteeing of human rights begins 
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with the ending of private ownership of means of production. Capitalist 
society to us is no measure of the implementation of human rights. It 
cannot be that for the simple reason that it was the capitalist system 
which produced colonialism, racism and two world wars and even now 
is unable to give everyone a job, and hence cannot guarantee the deve- 
lopment of the human personality. 

The GDR delegation is convinced that the attempt to replace the 
friendly cooperation envisaged in the Charter with confrontation in the 
field of human rights, does not correspond to the aims of the Charter. 
In our opinion the guaranteeing of human rights depends not so much 
on the quantity and quality of international enforcement measures, as 
on the social basis and policy of given states as well as on the observance 
of the fundamental principles of international law, especially in rela- 
tion to the preservation of peace. 

The GDR delegation takes the view that it would be an important 
contribution to the improvement of the effectiveness of existing proce- 
dures if more states were to accede to the Convention on the Elimina- 
tion of All Forms of Racial Discrimination, the Convention on the 
Suppression and Punishment of the Crime of Apartheid, as well as 
the Convention on Civil and Political Rights and also that on Economic, 
Social and Cultural Rights. 


German text in: Aussenpolitische Korrespondenz, No.5, 5 February 1976, 
pp. 37/38. 


Interview granted by the President of the Solidarity Com- 
mittee of the GDR, Kurt Seibt, to the GDR news agency, 
ADN 


18 March 1976 


Question: The recent meeting of the Presidium of the GDR Solidarity 
Committee underlined the growing sense of solidarity of the people of 
the GDR. What form does proletarian internationalism take today in 
the thoughts and deeds of the citizens of the Republic? 


Answer: We can state with satisfaction that citizens of the German 
Democratic Republic have always fulfilled their internationalist duty 
to support the anti-imperialist struggle of the peoples. And we are 
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convinced that they will continue to do so. Thanks to the constant 
work of education carried out by the Socialist Unity Party of Germany, 
proletarian internationalism and socialist patriotism have developed into 
essential elements for the functioning of all social forces and each 
individual citizen of our Republic. The idea of proletarian international- 
ism and solidarity is embedded in all classes and strata of the people 
as never before. 

More and more working people are combining their emulation efforts 
in honour of the Ninth Congress of the SED with their allegiance to 
internationalist class solidarity. They know about the decisive connec- 
tion between the strengthening of socialism and the further alteration 
in the constellation of forces in favour of socialism. They are aware 
that all progressive forces, all peoples struggling for national independ- 
ence and social progress, all fighters against fascism and war, have 
their strongest reserve force in the countries of the socialist community. 
As a result the solidarity movement in the GDR daily receives new 
impulses. 


Question: What plans will the Solidarity of the GDR, in association 
with the fraternal committees in the socialist countries, be carrying 
out this year? 

Answer: Lenin’s principle that the national liberation movement and 
world socialism are natural and objective allies in the struggle against 
imperialism and for social progress, is gaining increasing importance. 
Relying on solidarity and assistance from the socialist countries rallied 
around the USSR, the young People’s Republic of Angola, for example, 
is fighting under the leadership of the MPLA with increasing success 
to consolidate its revolutionary power and overcome imperialist inter- 
vention and aggression. True to the principles of Marxism-Leninism, 
of proletarian internationalism, we continue to stand at the side of 
the fraternal Vietnamese people, at the side of our class brothers in 
Chile and Portugal, we are supporting the liberation endeavours in 
southern Africa as well as the struggle of the Arab peoples against 
continuing Israeli aggression. In particular, we support the demands 
for. the legitimate rights of the Arab people of Palestine to be re- 
spected. 

As in all spheres of the community’s life, solidarity too is implemented 
in close collaboration and harmony with the plans of the solidarity 
committees of the Soviet Union and the other socialist countries. 


Question: During the period of Nazi rule you, as an antifascist resis- 
tance fighter, were imprisoned for many years. What thoughts are 
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awakened in you by the criminal intentions of the Pinochet’s fascist 
military junta in Chile against our friend and comrade Luis Corvalan? 

Answer: We communists have known the brutality and cruelty of fas- 
cism. We recognize the same ugly face of fascism today in Pinochet’s 
fascist military régime in Chile. But today the forces of progress are 
much greater and mightier than ever before. Therefore it is certain 
that the hope of progressive Chileans of a free Chile will be fulfilled. 
Here too the international solidarity of all humanely thinking people 
will sweep away the barbarous dictatorship. So the slogans hold good 
as never before: Solidarity-now more than ever! We demand even 
more energetically freedom for that great son of the Chilean people, 
the General Secretary of the Communist Party of Chile, Luis Corvalan! 
Freedom for all imprisoned patriots! Freedom for the Chilean people! 


German text in: Neues Deutschland, 18 March 1976. 


Statement made by the Chairman of the Council of Mini- 
sters of the GDR, Horst Sindermann, before the Anti- 
Apartheid Committee of the United Nations on the occasion 
of the International Day for the Elimination of Racial Dis- 
crimination on 21 March 1976° 


19 March 1976 


The government and the people of the GDR, on the occasion of the 
International Day for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination, reaffirm 
their unrestricted anti-imperialist solidarity with the struggle of the 
peoples in southern Africa for the final elimination of colonialism, 
racism and the policies of apartheid in all their forms. The political, 
moral and material support for the colonially and racially oppressed 
peoples in their struggle for national and social self-determination and 
independence is part and parcel of the GDR’s policy. 

The GDR welcomes the successes of all anti-imperialist and anti-colo- 
nialist forces in their struggle against colonialism and racism. In spite 
of all difficulties the struggle for eliminating the remnants of colonial- 


1 This statement was read by the GDR’s acting Permanent Representative 
at the United Nations, Bernhard Neugebauer. 
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ism and all forms of racial discrimination is close to victory as never 
before. The consistent activities of the United Nations Special Committee 
against Apartheid have also contributed to this. The apartheid régime 
in South Africa and the racist minority régime in Southern Rhodesia 
are the most important remaining strongholds of colonial and racial 
oppression in Africa. 

The government and the people of the GDR firmly side with the ANC 
(South Africa), the ANC (Zimbabwe) and SWAPO who are leading 
the oppressed peoples in South Africa, Zimbabwe and Namibia in their 
just struggle against the brutal policy of exploitation practised by the 
racists. 

The GDR identifies itself with all measures undertaken by the friendly 
People’s Republic of Mozambique to protect itself against acts of 
aggression by the racists of Southern Rhodesia. The GDR supports 
the People’s Republic of Angola in repelling the brutal aggression 
unleashed by the South African apartheid régime with the help of 
imperialist, and colonialist and fascist forces. The aggressive domestic 
and foreign policies of South Africa, which endanger peace and inter- 
national security, find expression in the military aggression against 
Angola and the continuing illegal occupation of Namibia. 

The most recent massacres committed by Southern Rhodesian racists 
and the insidious attacks against the People’s Republic of Mozambique 
prove anew that the dangerous policy of the Smith régime is incom- 
patible with international law. 

For the final elimination of all forms of colonialism and racial discrimi- 
nation, including the policies of apartheid and Zionism, increased efforts 
by all anti-imperialist and anti-colonialist forces are necessary. 

The government of the GDR holds that it is urgently necessary for 
the United Nations Security Council to adopt effective measures under 
Chapter VII of the Charter of the United Nations to put an end once 
and for all to the policies and practices of the racist régimes in South 
Africa and Southern Rhodesia which are inhumane and contrary to 
all principles of international law as well as to end the illegal occupa- 
tion of Namibia. Those NATO countries which in defiance of UN resolu- 
tions cooperate with the racist régimes in the political, economic, mili- 
tary and nuclear fields, and demonstrably support them make it possible 
for them to continue their racial policies and make themselves an 
accessory to the policies of these régimes which are dangerous to 
peace. 

The government of the GDR is fully convinced that the struggle of the 
peoples of South Africa, Zimbabwe and Namibia against the last 
strongholds of colonialism and racism in Africa will be successful. 
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The people and the government of the GDR will continue to consistently 
support this struggle and all activities of the United Nations directed 
at the final and unconditional elimination of all forms of colonialism, 
neo-colonialism and racism and thus serving to implement the targets 
of the Decade for Action to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimina- 
tion. 


Foreign Affairs Bulletin, No. 10, 2 April 1976, pp. 69/70. 


Speech given by Ambassador Peter Florin, Deputy Minister 
of Foreign Affairs and Permanent Representative of the 
GDR at the United Nations, at the UN Security Council on 
the subject of the aggression by the apartheid régime in 
South Africa against Angola 


30 March 1976 


In accordance with the proposal of the African group, founded by the 
relevant decision of the Council of Ministers of the OAU the UN 
Security Council is dealing with the question of aggression by the South 
African apartheid régime against the independent sovereign state of 
the People’s Republic of Angola. This problem on our agenda is, in the 
view of the delegation of the GDR, a matter of principle and one of 
the utmost importance to ensure peace and security in the southern 
part, of Africa. This is a problem which without any doubt is very 
closely connected with the implementation of the resolution adopted 
more than 15 years ago on the initiative of the Soviet Union—the well- 
known resolution 1514 (XV), on the granting of independence to colonial 
countries and peoples. 

Permit me to remind the Council that from the very beginning of the 
aggressive actions of Pretoria against Angola the GDR together with 
other states, has, in the organs of the United Nations and elsewhere, 
exposed the criminal actions of the South African régime and has 
indicated the need to resist aggression and to provide assistance to the 
Angolan people. Today, the occurrence of the aggression is in practice 
a matter of common knowledge, and this creates even more favourable 
circumstances for preventing a continuation of the aggression by the 
fascist régime of South Africa. 
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The apartheid régime’s armed aggression against the People’s Republic 
of Angola is part and parcel of the futile efforts being made to deprive 
the peoples of southern Africa of their right to self-determination and 
of fundamental human rights and to continue oppressing and exploiting 
them by the methods of rascism, colonialism and neo-colonialism. 

As a European I should like to make the following point in this discus- 
sion. More than 30 years ago in Europe, thanks to the heroic and selfless 
struggle of the peoples, primarily those of the Soviet Union, Hitlerite 
fascism was defeated. Its offshoots in other continents will also be 
thrown on to the scrap-heap of history. The balance of forces in the 
world is changing increasingly in favour of the forces of peace and 
progress. The map of Africa has changed radically, and it is becoming 
ever clearer that the days of the last bastions of racism and colonialism 
in the southern part of Africa are numbered. 

The peoples of the world will not resign themselves to seeing such 
international law-breakers as the illegal apartheid régime threaten 
peace and security. The People’s Republic of Angola had to wage an 
arduous struggle against these forces, which attempted to prevent the 
African peoples from determining their own fate and the course of 
their own development and becoming masters of their own natural 
resources. A whole array of opponents organized a plot against the 
lawful rights of the people of Angola. The South African racist régime 
once again, quite clearly, has displayed its hatred of mankind. The 
troops of the illegal Vorster régime, equipped with the latest weapons 
from the arsenals of a number of members of NATO, have spilled over 
fo the north. As we know, a propaganda campaign was launched, 
advocating open violation of the integrity of the territory of young 
African states and armed intervention in Africa as far as the Equator, 
and there were shameless attempts to find a legal basis for that. In 
Namibia, illegally occupied by South Africa, streets and squares are 
named after such well-known fascists and war criminals as Goebbels 
and Goering. 

These facts too speak for themselves, but, in spite of all the facts which 
demonstrate the clear aggression of Pretoria against Angola and the 
criminality of such actions, one permanent member of the Security 
Council at the beginning of this debate virtually undertook to defend 
the policy of aggression of the illegal apartheid régime and to divert 
the attention of the Council from the question of the criminal character 
of that régime, thus demonstrating once again that its policy is entirely 
in keeping with the darkest forces of reaction. It is quite natural that 
the senseless distortions of history should have met with a firm rebuff 
on the part of Africa. In this connection I believe any further comment 
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on my part would be gratuitous. There is an old African proverb which 
runs as follows: “He may say he loves you, but wait and see what he 
will do for you.” When a policy is based solely on ferocious anti- 
Sovietism which at the same time is anti-communism and which the 
German humanist, Thomas Mann, once called “the supreme folly of 
our times’’, then facts are distorted and a point is reached where fascist 
intervention on the part of the Vorster régime in Angola can be justified. 
And that is detrimental not only to the interests of the Angolan 
people. 

It is time that those states which, in spite of clear decisions by the 
General Assembly and the Security Council, have been providing the 
Pretoria régime with political, economic and military assistance were 
energetically forced to face up to their responsibilities. On 21 March 
this year the Chairman of the Council of Ministers of the GDR, Horst 
Sindermann, said on the subject of the International Day for the Elimi- 
nation of Racial Discrimination: 

“The Government of the German Democratic Republic believes that 
it is indispensable for the Security Council of the United Nations to 
take a decision with regard to effective measures in accordance with 
Chapter VII of the United Nations Charter for the final elimination 
of the policies and practices of the racist régimes in South Africa and 
Southern Rhodesia which are inhumane in their character and which 
flout all the principles of international law, and also to call a halt to 
the illegal occupation of Namibia. Those members of NATO which, in 
disregard of decisions of the United Nations, cooperate with the racist 
régimes in the political, economic, military and nuclear fields and do 
everything they can to support them are promoting the continuation 
of the policy of racial discrimination and are becoming accomplices 
in the policies of those régimes, which represent a threat to peace.” 

The GDR wholeheartedly supports the lawful demands for the imme- 
diate, unreserved and total cessation of aggressive actions against the 
People’s Republic of Angola which have been raised here by the re- 
presentative of the People’s Republic of Angola in agreement with the 
group of African states. We cannot permit the Vorster regime to 
violate the sovereignty and territorial integrity of independent and 
sovereign African states. Any people, any state, has the right to 
strengthen its independence and the right to make a free choice of 
the path of its development in accordance with the principles of the 
United Nations Charter. We must force the apartheid régime to answer 
for the damage done to the People’s Republic of Angola and fully com- 
pensate that damage. The apartheid régime must leave Namibia, which 
it is illegally occupying, so that the people of Namibia itself finally can 
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determine its own fate and begin to build a happy life without oppres- 
sion or fetters and so that peace can reign in the south of the African 
continent. 


Archives of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the GDR. 


Statement made by GDR representative Bernhard Neuge- 
bauer to the Economic and Social Council of the United 
Nations (ECOSOC) on the subject of the Decade for Action 
to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination 


27 April 1976 


The delegation of the German Democratic Republic welcomes the 
discussion on the agenda item “Decade for Action to Combat Racism 
and Racial Discrimination” in the plenary meeting of the Economic i.nd 
Social Council. By so doing, it emphasizes the great significance which 
the Decade for Action to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination 
rightly deserves. 

My delegation has noted with attention the reports of the Secretary- 
General (Doc. E/5759, E/5760 and E/5760/Add. 1) now before this 
Council. Especially the report on measures against racism and racial 
discrimination as well as on actions, suggestions and conclusions for the 
final elimination of these evil and anti-human practices, prepared on 
the bases of information from the Governments of member states and 
from international organizations (Doc. E/5759), is of particular interest 
to my delegation. 

Let me first refer once again to the principled stand of the GDR which 
ig in full accordance with the just demands of the majority of UN 
member states. 

The German Democratic Republic supports the struggle for the elimi- 
nation of all forms of racism, racial discrimination and apartheid with 
all necessary means and renders political, moral and material assistance 
to the oppressed peoples, to the best of its abilities. When the United 
Nations Special Committee against Apartheid held its session in summer 
1974 in the capital of the German Democratic Republic in Berlin, it 
could convince itself again of the solidarity on principle, inherent in 
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the attitude of the Government and the people of the German Dem- 
ocratic Republic. 

The German Democratic Republic does not maintain any relations 
with the racist apartheid régime and consistently complies with all the 
relevant resolutions adopted and sanctions imposed by the United 
Nations General Assembly and the Security Council. 

The German Democratic Republic was one of the first states to sign 
and to ratify the Convention on the Suppression and Punishment of 
the Crime of Apartheid. It urges all states to accede to this Convention 
so that it may become as soon as possible an effective international 
instrument for proscribing the crime of apartheid. 

I may recall in this connection the statement made by the Minister of 
Foreign Affairs of the GDR on 24 September 1975 at the plenary 
meeting of the XXX session of the General Assembly where he declared: 
“The German Democratic Republic has at all times stood on the side 
of the national liberation movements of peoples. It will continue to 
support them in their efforts aimed at eliminating the last vestiges of 
colonial and racist domination.” 

In his declaration on the occasion of the International Day for the 
Elimination of Racial Discrimination the Chairman of the Council of 
Ministers of the German Democratic Republic solemnly confirmed 
the unqualified anti-imperialist solidarity extended by the GDR to 
the struggle of the peoples of southern Africa for the final elimination 
of all forms of colonialism, racism and apartheid policy. It is with 
special emphasis that the Chairman of the Council of Ministers under- 
lines that according to the belief of the Government of the GDR it is 
high time for the UN Security Council to decide on effective measures 
in accordance with Chapter VII of the United Nations Charter with 
a view to putting an end once and for all to the inhuman policies 
and practices of the racist régimes in South Africa and Southern 
Rhodesia defying all principles of international law and to the illegal 
occupation of Namibia. 

The Decade for Action to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination 
has found strong support in the German Democratic Republic. The 
GDR Committee for the Decade for Action has already carried out or 
initiated quite a number of measures which serve to support the cause 
of the Decade for Action. This can also be seen from the information 
transmitted by the Government of the German Democratic Republic, 
included in Doc. E/5759. Also this year, the Committee continues its 
determined activities with a number of projects, among them a scientific 
conference on the imperialist character of racism in southern Africa. 
My delegation believes that for the discussion of this agenda item 
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3 the session of the Security Council dealing with the aggression of the 
South African racist régime in Angola of last month is of special impor- 
tance. The condemnation of the aggression committed by the South 
African racist régime in a Security Council resolution and the demands 
which are directed to the Vorster régime by this resolution calling 
for the unconditional withdrawal from Angolan territory, for respect 
for the sovereignty and territorial integrity of the People’s Republic 
of Angola, for the discontinuation of using Namibia as a basis of aggres- 
sion and for indemnification to the People’s Republic of Angola are 
of fundamental significance. The adoption of the resolution was a great 
success, demonstrating as it did the determination of African and non- 
aligned states and of the states of the socialist community to stand up 
consistently for the implementation of the goals of the Decade for Ac- 
tion to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination. 

The discussion held on the resolution in the Security Council also 
made it clear to the accomplices and supporters of the racist régimes in 
southern Africa where their limits are, and it underlined the basic 
demands of our time in the interests of strengthening peace and 
security. 

The policies of racism, racial discrimination and apartheid are among 
the most brutal forms of violation of human rights. They are instru- 
ments of imperialist and colonialist oppression. Those who side with 
the apologists and advocates of such a policy as is known to have been 
the case in connection with the aggression launched by the Vorster 
régime against the People’s Republic of Angola, cannot deny the fact 
that they act in league with the darkest forces of reaction. 

Relying on assistance from the peace-loving peoples in Africa and in 
the world at large and on selfless aid from its allies the young People’s 
Republic of Angola has defended the lofty aims of freedom, sovereignty 
and independence. Thus, it cleared the way for the full exercise of its 
right to self-determination and to a free choice of its future path of 
development. 

Together with the African states and the states of the socialist com- 
munity the GDR resolutely condemned the aggression launched by the 
Vorster régime against the People’s Republic of Angola. In his statement 
to the Security Council the Permanent Representative of the GDR 
underlined that “from the very beginning the GDR together with other 
states has made a stand against the aggressive activities of Pretoria 
against Angola also in the United Nations organs, exposed the criminal 
actions of the South African régime and pointed out the necessity of 
counteracting the aggression and rendering assistance to the Angolan 
people”. 
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Recently, at the 32nd session of the United Nations Commission on 
Human Rights in Geneva, a resolution on the agenda item “Decade 
for Action to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination” was adopted. 
This resolution finds the unqualified support of my delegation. We 
welcome the recommendation that especially the relevant resolutions 
adopted at the XXX session of the United Nations General Assembly 
should be taken into consideration in a study to be elaborated by the 
Sub-Commission on the Prevention of Discrimination and the Protec- 
tion of Minorities. 

My delegation also welcomes the adoption of Resolutions 6 and 8 by the 
32nd session of the Commission on Human Rights regarding the situa- 
tion in southern Africa and condemning all forms of political, military, 
economic and other cooperation between certain states and the racist 
régimes in South Africa and Southern Rhodesia. 

The XXX session of the United Nations General Assembly also pointed 
to the dangers for peace and security in southern Africa which arise 
from the racist Vorster régime’s access to nuclear weapons. In the 
opinion of my delegation it is fully justified to demand that also during 
the Decade for Action to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination this 
problem be given much attention. 

It must also be noted with special seriousness that during the 32nd 
session of the United Nations Commission on Human Rights the repre- 
sentatives of some states dissociated themselves from the objectives of 
the Decade, and recently even a reassessment has been demanded. 

It is not surprising that this has come especially from representatives 
of states which have already been seriously criticized several times 
at sessions of the General Assembly and other United Nations bodies 
for the support they give to the racist régime in southern Africa. Today 
there is no doubt any longer in world public opinion that the many- 
faceted political, economic and military cooperation and the support 
for the régimes in Pretoria and Salisbury by NATO states and multi- 
lateral monopolies still enable them to continue their racist and aggres- 
sive policies. 

It is also no coincidence that at this time when the Vorster régime is 
in deepest international isolation, the political and military cooperation 
between Pretoria and Tel-Aviv is being expanded. These facts cannot 
be denied. 

If then the attempt is made to question the objectives of the Decade 
and to motivate this with doubts regarding resolution 3379 adopted by 
the XXX Session of the General Assembly, then it is only too obvious 
that the aim pursued here is, in the last analysis, to aid and abet the 


racist régimes. 
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In the opinion of the GDR it is necessary to implement fully and 
consistently the measures contained in the programme of the Decade. 

A highlight during the Decade will be the “United Nations World 
Conference to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination” in 1978. 

The German Democratic Republic is thankful to the Government of 
Ghana for having declared its readiness to host this Conference. In our 
opinion it should be the task of this important session to draw the mid- 
term balance of the Decade and to show further ways and means of 
finally eradicating racism and racial discrimination. 

My delegation acts on the understanding that the basis for this world 
conference will be provided by the relevant UN decisions and resolu- 
tions regarding the right of the peoples of Namibia, Zimbabwe and 
Southern Africa to self-determination and independence. It should be 
the main concern of this Conference to discuss and adopt measures 
to increase the support for the struggle of the colonially and racially 
oppressed peoples. 

In order to comply with this objective it is necessary, in the opinion 
of my delegation, to investigate the roots of racism, which constitutes 
a form of imperialist policy of exploitation and oppression, to analyse 
the peace-endangering role of the racist régime and to point out the 
main obstacles which block the way to the elimination of racism. 
Increased efforts by all anti-imperialist and anti-colonialist forces are 
necessary for the definitive elimination of all forms of racism, including 
the policy of apartheid. The possibilities to combat colonialism and 
racism effectively are the better the securer world peace is. World 
peace and détente make possible a still greater mobilization of forces 
to implement the objectives of the Decade. The struggle for the elimina- 
tion of racism, apartheid and colonialism is an important part of the 
anti-imperialist movement for peace, international security, independ- 
ence and social progress. The delegation of the German Democratic 
Republic is firmly convinced that the struggle of the people of South 
Africa, Zimbabwe and Namibia against remnants of colonialism and 
racism on the African continent will be successful. 

In the opinion of the German Democratic Republic the objective of the 
Decade—the final elimination of all forms of racism and racial discrimi- 
nation—is in full agreement with the Charter of the United Nations. 
Its implementation is an important contribution to the strengthening 
of peace, to the promotion of international cooperation and to respect 
for fundamental human rights. 


Archives of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the GDR. 
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Statement made by GDR representative Prof. Willi Luchter- 
hand at the sixtieth session of the UN Economic and Social 
Council (ECOSOC) concerning measures taken by ECOSOC 
to assist the People’s Republic of Mozambique 


7 Mai 1976 


Before speaking in detail on the assistance provided by the GDR to 
Mozambique, permit me to point to the fact that the GDR has partic- 
ipated actively in the programmes of assistance to Ethiopia, Guatemala 
and Madagascar. To help overcome the worst effects of the drought 
in Ethiopia the GDR, in the past two years, has handed over directly 
to that country four aid consignments containing high-quality medica- 
ments, children’s and baby food as well as blankets, tents and clothing. 
The Red Cross Committee of the German Democratic Republic has sent 
medical supplies, especially high-quality medicaments and bandaging 
material, to help the victims of the earthquake in Guatemala. 

To help lessen the impact of recent cyclones, the GDR has also granted 
assistance in solidarity with the Democratic Republic of Madagascar. 
In mid-February of this year, medicaments, clothes and food were 
transported to Madagascar by a special plane. 

In the view of the delegation of the GDR, measures for economic 
assistance to Mozambique adopted by the Economic and Social Council 
cannot be considered in isolation from the political events in southern 
Africa. The massacres by Southern Rhodesian racists, which became 
known recently, and the malicious attacks against the People’s Republic 
of Mozambique are fresh proof of the dangerous policy of the Smith 
régime which is contrary to international law. It is endangering peace 
and security in this part of Africa. 

It is especially for this reason that the Security Council in its Resolu- 
tion 386 condemned the provocative and aggressive acts committed 
by the illegal minority régime in Southern Rhodesia against the security 
and territorial integrity of the People’s Republic of Mozambique and 
confirmed the legitimacy of economic sanctions of Mozambique against 
the racist minority régime in Southern Rhodesia. On this basis too, 
it appealed to all states to provide immediate financial, technical and 
material assistance to Mozambique. Therefore, it is logical to consider 
measures for economic assistance to Mozambique in their inseparable 
relationship with the implementation of such United Nations resolutions 
as the Resolution on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries 


35 Kampf Rassismus engl. 545 


and Peoples (Res. 1514/XV) adopted at the initiative of the USSR more 
than 15 years ago, and more recent relevant resolutions concerning 
the Decade for Action to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination. 
The appeal by the government of Mozambique to the United Nations 
to practise solidarity with the people of Mozambique in its struggle 
against the aggressive acts of the illegal régime in Southern Rhodesia 
has been received with sympathy by all those member states which 
truly and sincerely stand up for the elimination of that colonial and 
racist régime. 
As regards the GDR, I should like to recall in this Council that in the 
organs of the United Nations and elsewhere, the GDR together with 
other states expressed and extended unreserved solidarity to the 
struggle of the peoples in southern Africa for the final elimination of 
all forms of colonialism, racism and the policy of apartheid. This also 
applies to the People’s Republic of Mozambique. 
“The German Democratic Republic identifies itself with all measures 
undertaken by the friendly People’s Republic of Mozambique to protect 
itself against acts of aggression by the racists of Southern Rhodesia”, 
the Chairman of the Council of Ministers of the GDR, Horst Sinder- 
mann, stated on the occasion of the 1976 International Day for the 
Elimination of Racial Discrimination. 
In this spirit the GDR has supported the people of Mozambique from 
the very beginning in their legitimate liberation struggle, particularly 
by 
— training workers for skilled jobs, 
— by sending solidarity consignments, including medical equipment, 
and direct medical assistance, 
— by supporting them in the field of education and information etc. 
In 1975, an agreement between the governments of the German Demo- 
cratic Republic and the People’s Republic of Mozambique was concluded, 
under which economic, technical, scientific and other assistance is being 
provided. 
The German Democratic Republic will continue, in line with its possibil- 
ities and in an appropriate way, to grant political, moral and material 
assistance to the People’s Republic of Mozambique. 
In conclusion, the delegation of the GDR would like to state that pol- 
itical, moral and material support for colonially and racially oppressed 
peoples in their struggle for national and social self-determination and 
independence is and will remain an integral part of the German Dem- 
ocratic Republic’s overall policy. 


Archives of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the GDR. 
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From the report of the First Secretary of the Central Com- 
mittee of the Socialist Unity Party of Germany, Erich 
Honecker, to the 9th Party Congress 


18 May 1976 


I The world revolutionary process and the international activities of 


our party 


Comrades, 

Our Congress is taking place in stirring times. There is a general 
awareness that a revolutionary process of historic dimensions is going 
on. All continents and all parts of the world are affected today by that 
movement aimed at remoulding the world along the lines of peace, 
democracy and social progress. The decisive motive force behind this 
development is the fundamental shift in the international balance of 
forces in favour of socialism. The strength of the world socialist system, 
its stability and dynamism are increasingly determining the march of 
events in the world in conjunction with the other revolutionary 
mainstreams of our day—the international working-class movement and 
the national liberation movement. While imperialism remains a 
dangerous enemy, developments confirm that it has irrevocably lost its 
one-time dominant position in world affairs. 

It should be manifest to everyone that the position of world socialism 
has grown stronger as the unity of the countries fraternally allied in 
the socialist community, of the communist and working-class movement 
and, indeed, of all the revolutionary forces of our day under the power- 
ful impact of the peace programme adopted by the 24th CPSU Congress 
and as a result of the fruitful work performed by the Central Committee 
of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union and its General Secretary, 
Leonid Ilyich Brezhnev. ... 


2. The fight for peace, security and the free development of all peoples 


The persistent struggle for peace and the security of the peoples, and 
for the progress of mankind is advanced by the eight basic proposals 
made by Comrade Ilyich Brezhnev at the 25th Congress of the CPSU 
as an organic extension of the peace programme adopted by the 24th 
Congress. This is a programme of continued struggle for peace and 
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international cooperation, for the freedom and independence of the 
peoples. 
Comrade delegates, I am sure I speak on your behalf when I say here 
that the 9th Congress of the SED is in full support of this programme. 
The German Democratic Republic will actively contribute in its foreign 
policy towards implementing this programme. 
Despite all the complicating and contradictory elements in the inter- 
national situation, the policy of peaceful coexistence of countries with 
differing social systems has become a significant factor in international 
relations. It is encouraging to see that thanks to the tireless struggle 
of the peoples, spearheaded by the Soviet Union and the other coun- 
tries of the socialist community, détente has become the dominant 
feature in international developments. This is the result of a tough 
struggle with those still powerful forces of imperialism maintaining 
cold-war positions. Our standpoint is clear and principled: 

— Our consistent advocacy of the policy of peaceful coexistence is not 
of a tactical nature because we are guided by the fundamental 
interests of socialism and communism. Mankind needs peace. This 
is why we devote all our energy to the strengthening of peace. 

— With the policy of peaceful coexistence conceived by Lenin we 
communists constructively answer the question of the character of 
the relations between countries having differing social systems on 
our planet. Our answer is that these can and should be normal 
relations, relations of cooperation and mutual benefit, while recogniz- 
ing the principles of international law relating to the inviolability 
of frontiers, sovereignty and territorial integrity and non-interfer- 
ence in internal affairs. 

— With this policy of peaceful coexistence we meet the vital interest 
of all peoples in the safeguarding of peace and preventing the 
holocaust of nuclear war. This is the deeply humanist content of 
our policy. 

— We have no illusions in pursuing this policy because we know that 
the politicians of capitalist countries will continue to represent the 
interests of the forces ruling in their countries even while the 
process of détente goes on. Our aim is to exclude war as a means 
of solving issues existing in relations between countries. 

— It is necessary for all peoples that the principles of peaceful co- 
existence be realized. We expressly declare that this will be 
conducive to developing the struggle of the anti-imperialist forces 
against exploitation and oppression, and for the social and national 
interests of the peoples in the capitalist countries and in the Third 
World. 
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— For communists, peaceful coexistence means peace between the 
socialist and capitalist countries and the development of cooperation 
on the basis of equality and mutual benefit. But peaceful coexistence 
can never mean class collaboration between the exploiters and the 
exploited. Peaceful coexistence does. not mean maintaining the socio- 
economic status quo, nor does it mean ideological coexistence. 

— It is a condition for the further success of this course of peace that 
socialism be strengthened in all respects and that the alliance be 
consolidated between the socialist countries and all other forces 
throughout the world working for peace, security and coopera- 
tion. 


We highly appreciate the role of the United Nations as a forum for the 
struggle for peace and international security and against the imperialist 
policy of aggression and neo-colonialism. The GDR will continue to 
support all aspirations serving peaceful cooperation among states in the 
interests of the peoples. This makes it necessary to firmly oppose any 
attempts made in favour of an imperialist policy of hegemony to modify 
the basis on which the United Nations works. 

We resolutely condemn any manifestations of the imperialist policy of 
aggression and consistently seek political solutions to all conflicts, in 
the interest of peace and the peoples’ right to self-determination. Now 
and in the future it is the sacred right of the peoples to defend them- 
selves against imperialist aggression, to use all means at their disposal 
to fight for their national and social liberation and to determine their 
own fate. We support all peoples struggling to achieve national inde- 
pendence, equal status in international relations, and economic develop- 
ment and social progress. As a result our foreign policy aims to 
strengthen and expand the anti-imperialist alliance. 

We make great efforts to help eliminate hotbeds of tension around the 
globe. The Arab peoples fighting for their liberation from the fetters 
of the aggressor can be sure of our full solidarity. We believe that the 
key issue for a political settlement in the Middle East, which is. urgent 
in the interests of world peace, is the complete withdrawal of all Israeli 
troops from the Arab territories occupied since 1967 and the realiza- 
tion of the legitimate rights of the Arab people of Palestine including 
the right to establish their own nation state. 

The GDR will always give unswerving support to those who fight 
against imperialism and colonialism and for national liberation on all 
continents. Together with all progressive forces the world over we 
support Angola’s struggle for independence and are on the side of those 
African peoples who are defending their right to national sovereignty 
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and social progress against racism, neo-colonialism and imperialist ag- 
gression. By expanding and strengthening our political and economic 
relations we support the liberated countries and those now fighting 
for liberation in their striving for economic independence and. for 
tackling the political, economic and social tasks before them. We believe 
that it is necessary to overcome the international division of labour 
established by imperialism and serving neo-colonialist exploitation, and 
to create international economic relations based on equality. This is a 
realistic proposition in view of the present international balance of 
forces. Today imperialism is losing its grip over the mineral wealth, 
the production industries and the prices of key raw materials in the 
developing countries. 

Together with the other socialist countries we attach great importance 
to continuously strengthening our ties with the non-aligned countries 
which constitute a positive factor in international relations and in the 
struggle for peace, security and peaceful coexistence. 


3. The strengthening of socialism and the deep crisis of capitalism 


More peoples are changing over from capitalism to socialism in line 
with the law of development of our era. The historic victory of the 
peoples of Indochina now opens up the road to the construction of 
socialism for the entire Vietnamese people. The people of Laos can 
now create the social foundations for such a development. The people 
have taken power in Kampuchea. Not only has socialism become stron- 
ger but it has also expanded. 

The movement of the peoples of Asia, Africa and Latin America for 
national and social liberation is a mighty current in the struggle against 
imperialism. During the period under review Guinea-Bissau, the Cape 
Verde Islands, Mozambique und Angola completed the transition to 
progressive development. In Ethiopia the feudalist-capitalist monarchy 
was overthrown. Madagascar embarked on the road of social advance 
when it won its national independence. The peoples’ struggle against 
imperialist tutelage, against the plundering of their natural and human 
resources, against imperialist intervention and for peace, international 
security and cooperation on the basis of equality is a weighty factor 
in the international arena. 

In the early 1970s the anti-imperialist popular movement took a power- 
ful upturn in Latin America, once the “backyard” of U.S. imperialism. 
The establishment of fascist military dictatorships in Chile and Uruguay 
by domestic and foreign monopoly capital may have temporarily sup- 
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pressed the aspirations of these people but their will is unbroken. It 
is becoming ever more obvious that capitalism is completely incapable 
of solving the economic and social problems of the peoples of Latin 
America. New revolutionary battles are maturing on the entire Latin 
American continent. The peoples of the continent are looking toward 
socialist Cuba, the first socialist country in America, as a shining 
example. The collapse of the political, economic and military blockade 
by imperialism against Cuba indicates the change that has taken place 
in the balance of forces in Latin America and the world at large. 

From this Congress we declare our active and unreserved solidarity 
with the communists and all other anti-imperialist and democratic 
forces in Chile, Uruguay and all of Latin America. We greet our Com- 
rade Luis Corvaldn, the heroic fighter for freedom and democratic 
advance in his country. We demand his immediate release and freedom 
for all jailed Chilean patriots. Our greetings go out to all fighters for 
freedom, justice, peace and progress the world over. 

The class struggle around the further road that society is to take is 
sharpening in the countries which have won their national liberation. 
A considerable number of these countries have opted for a socialist 
orientation, and this entails intricate domestic and external conflicts. 
A number of other countries are in a capitalist type of development 
which promotes the neo-colonialist aspirations of imperialism. The social 
advance of the developing countries is a process of historic dimensions 
which will extend over a long period. However tough the struggle may 
be and however many trials it will bring, imperialism will never in the 
long run be able to block the free development of the peoples. Imperial- 
ism is historically on the defensive. The future belongs to socialism 
and communism. 

Comrades, 

As communists it is our desire to enable people to lead a happy life, 
free from fear and worry. One condition for this is security, and this 
is why we provide economic security in our country while trying to 
safeguard peace through our foreign policy. Domestic and external 
security go hand in hand. The strongest pillar on which world peace 
rests is the strength of the socialist family of nations because the 
power and strength of socialism serve world peace. Peace in turn makes 
it possible for socialism to fully develop its advantages. This is in line 
with the leading principle of our foreign policy, which is to secure the 
most favourable international conditions for socialist and communist 
construction. This policy not only serves our socialist state and the 
socialist community as a whole but also promotes the security of people 
in other countries. 
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From this, the following primary objectives in foreign policy result 

for the SED: 

— We shall continuously strengthen the fraternal alliance with the 
Soviet Union and the other countries of the socialist community. Our 
course will be directed towards drawing our socialist nations and 
states closer together enabling us to better develop and utilize the 
potentialities inherent in socialism. 

— We shall exercise anti-imperialist solidarity with all peoples fight- 
ing for their national and social liberation and give active support 
to the world’s progressive and revolutionary forces in the spirit 
of proletarian internationalism. 

— We shall unswervingly work to strengthen peace and security in 
Europe and in the world. The results of the policy of peaceful co- 
existence between countries with differing social systems must be 
expanded and stabilized through the struggle against all its enemies. 
Political détente must be supplemented by measures toward military 
détente in line with the vital interests of all peoples. 


VI 
The SED—the revolutionary vanguard of the working class and the 
working people 


5. The contribution made by our Party to the unity of the international 
revolutionary movement and the expansion of its international rela- 
tions 


Comrades, 

Our Party is a contingent of the great world communist movement. In 
our activity we are guided by our internationalist responsibility. At the 
side of the CPSU and the other Marxist-Leninist parties we strive to 
strengthen the unity of the world communist movement and consistently 
translate the ideas and collective conclusions of the International Con- 
ference of 1969 into reality. The international situation justifies us in 
saying that the world communist movement, the vanguard of all revo- 
lutionary and anti-imperialist forces, has further increased its influence 
and lent fresh impetus to the anti-imperialist struggle. The responsibil- 
ity it shares for the history of mankind has grown. Today it is faced 
with new challenging tasks in the struggle against imperialism, for 
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world peace, democracy and socialism. The communist parties will 
only be able to fulfil these tasks through the further strengthening of 
their unity and cohesion. The Socialist Unity Party of Germany, for 
its part, is determined to help towards this end. 


In the period under review, our Party received in the GDR well over 
700 delegations from fraternal parties. More than 450 SED delegations 
went abroad in response to invitations issued by communist, workers’, 
socialist and national-revolutionary parties, and organizations friendly 
to our country. 

Together with all Marxist-Leninist parties we are struggling for closer 
cooperation between all revolutionary and anti-imperialist forces in 
the world and we consider that the unity of the communist movement 
is indispensable for such cooperation. It is in this spirit that we are 
developing and strengthening relations with the revolutionary-dem- 
ocratic parties and movements in Asia and Africa which we will 
continue to support in many ways in their just struggle. The SED 
displays active solidarity with all communists, all forces and peoples 
fighting against imperialism, fascism and aggression and struggling 
for national and social liberation, progress and socialism. 

The Socialist Unity Party of Germany has relations and contacts with 
many socialist and social democratic parties and it will continue to 
develop them. It is guided by the principle that it is both possible 
and necessary to work out and consolidate joint viewpoints in the 
interests of peace, détente, international security, disarmament and the 
struggle against militarism and reaction. 

In the spirit of Marx, Engels and Lenin, the SED will continue to do 
everything in its power to contribute to the unity of socialist countries, 
communist parties, the international working-class movement, and all 
revolutionary forces and peoples fighting against imperialism and 
struggling for social progress and socialism. Our Party will always 
be faithful to the invincible teachings of Marxism-Leninism and the 
principles of proletarian internationalism, and it will raise its banner 
even higher in the struggle for socialism and peace. 


Erich Honecker: Report of the Central Committee to the 9th Congress of the 
Socialist Unity Party of Germany, Dresden 1976, pp.11/12, 18—20, 24—36, 
31—33, 149, 165, 169/170. 
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Solidarity appeal issued by the 9th Congress of the Socialist 
Unity Party of Germany 


22. May 1976 


In the name of communists and all working people in the German 
Democratic Republic, the 9th Congress of the Socialist Unity Party of 
Germany declares its fraternal unyielding solidarity with communists 
and all other fighters against imperialism and reaction; and with all 
those who are suffering torment and torture in the prisons and con- 
centration camps of reactionary régimes for the devoted service they 
are giving to the cause of freedom and peace. 

Incapable of solving the problems of their countries for the benefit 
of the mass of the people, the imperialists and their underlings ride 
roughshod over freedom and human rights and persecute all those 
who are selflessly fighting for working people’s interests and the 
triumph of the ideals of peace, democracy, national independence and 
socialism. 

Despite protest from all parts of the world, comrade Luis Corvalan, 
the General Secretary of the Communist Party of Chile, is still being 
deprived of freedom by the fascist junta, which disregards all inter- 
national rules of law in Chile. 

Most emphatically, the Congress demands: 

Freedom for Luis Corvalan! Freedom for the comrades in the leader- 
ship of the Communist Party of Chile, for the leaders of the Socialist 
Party and the other leading figures of Unidad Popular! Freedom for 
all patriots imprisoned by Pinochet’s régime! 

In Uruguay the reactionary military régime has unleashed a new 
wave of persecution against the country’s progressive forces. Juan Perez 
and José Luis Massera, members of the Central Committee of the 
Communist Party of Uruguay, Liber Seregni, President of the Frente 
Amplio of Uruguay, and many other upright democrats are languishing 
in prison. 

In Paraguay the dictator Stroessner has set up a tyranny of blood and 
terror. Antonio Maidana, the Chairman of the Communist Party of 
Paraguay, has been in this régime’s dungeons for more than eighteen 
years. Like him, the Secretary of the Central Committee of the Com- 
munist Party of Paraguay, Miguel Angel Soler, and countless other 
freedom fighters are being held prisoner. 

In Guatemala reactionaries murdered the General Secretaries of the 
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Guatemalan Party of Labour, Bernardo Alvarado Monson and Huberto 
Alvarado Arellano, in a most cowardly way. 

In Brazil there is no end in sight to the terrorization of officials and 
members of the Communist Party. Many arrested patriots have dis- 
appeared without trace. 

The Congress vigorously demands that an immediate end be put to 
the persecution of communists and other progressive forces in Latin 
America! 

The terror used by the racist tyrants against the peoples of the Republic 
of South Africa, Zimbabwe and Namibia is a challenge to all progres- 
sives throughout the world. Bram Fisher, a great humanist and dedicated 
fighter against racism and colonialism, died from the inhuman agonies 
he suffered in prison. The imprisoned members of the Communist Party 
of South Africa are living in unspeakable conditions. 

We angrily condemn the policies of the racists and the imperialists who 
give them support! The Congress demands freedom for all fighters 
against racist and colonial oppression in southern Africa! 

In Indonesia reaction has murdered tens of thousands of communists. 
The prisons and concentration camps in the country are filled to burst- 
ing with political prisoners. 

The Congress emphatically demands freedom for all communists and 
other fighters for social progress in Indonesia! 

Brutal acts of violence are everyday occurrences for those who resist 
the Israeli aggressors in the territories illegally occupied by Israel. 
The Congress demands that Israeli troops withdraw from all Arab 
territories occupied by them in 1967, and that the inalienable rights 
of the Arab people of Palestine be assured, including the right to 
create an independent Palestinian state! 

As in the past, the rulers of Spain are refusing to give freedom to 
all political prisoners—communists, socialists, trade unionists and other 
patriots. 

The Congress assures the Communist Party of Spain and all other 
progressive forces in Spain of its fraternal solidarity; it demands an 
immediate end to oppression and an amnesty for all political prisoners 
and emigrants! 

The Congress condemns outright the persecution suffered by com- 
munists in capitalist countries, restrictive practices in employment, the 
exertion of political and economic pressure and other forms of dis- 
crimination against the most consistent and selfless fighters for the 
interests of the working masses, for peace and international security, 


democracy and social progress. 
From our own experience we know that anti-communism and the 
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form in which it mainly occurs, anti-Sovietism, belong to the ideology 
of blackest reaction. Anti-communism helped the fascists construct 
their concentration camps, organize bestial torture and mass annihila- 
tion, persecute and destroy the best men and women of our people and 
other peoples. German monopoly capitalism used this inhuman ideology 
to drive millions of human beings into the Second World War. All the 
crimes committed by imperialism against popular liberation struggles 
bear the bloodstained mark of anti-communism. 

Therefore the 9th Congress demands most forcefully that anti-com- 
munism be condemned everywhere and that it be castigated as one of 
the worst forms of incitement to national hatred! 

History has taught that peoples’ striving for freedom, justice and social 
progress cannot be subdued. Nothing is capable of extinguishing it: 
neither slander, nor terror, nor murder. 

True to the principles of proletarian internationalism, the Socialist 
Unity Party of Germany and the people of the German Democratic 
Republic will continue to stand solidly by all progressive forces in the 
struggle for a better future for mankind. 


Foreign Affairs Bulletin, No. 17, 28 May 1976, pp. 125/126. 


From the programme of the Socialist Unity Party of Ger- 
many 


25 May 1976 


I. 
The world-wide transition from capitalism to socialism 


Our era is one of transition from capitalism to socialism. Socialism 
has already gained a firm foothold on several continents. It is exerting 
an increasingly decisive influence on world-wide developments. The 
socialist system is proving its vitality and superiority for all the world 
to see. 


The national and social liberation struggle waged by the peoples of 
Asia, Africa and Latin America is a major component part of the world 
revolutionary process. Once political independence has been gained, 
it is of prime importance to defend and consolidate it and to achieve 
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economic independence from imperialism. The social aspects of the anti- 
imperialist, democratic movements in the countries freed from the yoke 
of colonialism or semi-colonial oppression are increasingly coming into 
prominence. The progressive forces in many countries are seeking to set 
their countries on an anti-capitalist path of development. 

Despite all the opposition encountered, the general trend is towards 
a common anti-imperialist struggle by the socialist countries, the inter- 
national working-class movement and the national liberation move- 
ment, their fundamental interests being objectively the same. This is 
the guarantee for the further advance of the fight for national and 
social liberation, and will remain so in the future. 

A powerful peace movement has emerged in the struggle for world 
peace and international security, against war, aggression and the 
imperialist policy of force. Unity of all forces fighting for peace, national 
liberation and social progress is vital in this day and age. 

The struggle for social progress and socialism is inseparably linked 
with the struggle for peaceful coexistence between states with differ- 
ing social systems. Growing acceptance for peaceful coexistence leaves 
the aggressive forces of imperialism with less room for manceuvre. It 
creates more favourable international conditions for the construction 
of socialism and communism, for the campaign for international security 
and disarmament, for the intensification of the struggle carried on by 
all revolutionary and peace-loving forces for peace, democracy and 
social advance. 

The shift in favour of socialism that has occurred in the international 
balance of forces has compelled imperialism to adjust its strategy and 
tactics to the new conditions of class struggle. On a global scale 
imperialism is on the defensive historically and politically. Even 
imperialist states and their governments cannot but accept the 
principles of peaceful coexistence between states with differing social 
systems. However, this does not entail any change in the nature of 
imperialism, its adventurism and rapacity. Imperialism is bent on super- 
profit, it is stepping up exploitation, oppression and expansion, looking 
for ways and means of halting and preventing the advance of the anti- 
imperialist, democratic forces. To achieve its dangerous, aggressive and 
reactionary designs it makes use of all the means still left at its 
command. 
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III. 
The tasks in foreign policy and national defence 


The content, objectives and tasks of the foreign policy advocated by the 

Socialist Unity Party of Germany are 

— to establish, together with the Soviet Union and the other socialist 
countries, the most favourable international conditions for socialist 
and communist construction, 

— to strengthen the unity, cohesion and all-round cooperation of the 
socialist countries, and to promote friendship between them and 
their closer association, 

— to support the struggle of the working class and its communist 
and workers’ parties in the capitalist countries and to continue to 
strengthen relations with these parties, 

— to extend solidarity and support to movements for social and national 
liberation throughout the world and to cooperate closely with the 
newly independent countries, 

— to gain acceptance for the policy of peaceful coexistence in relations 
with capitalist countries, 

— to give a firm rebuff to the aggressive forces of imperialism, to save 
mankind from another world war and to secure lasting peace. 


The campaign for peaceful coexistence 


The liberated peoples and those still fighting for their liberation are 
a powerful anti-imperialist and revolutionary force in our time. There- 
fore, the Socialist Unity Party of Germany actively promotes the con- 
solidation of the close alliance linking the German Democratic Republic 
with the peoples of Asia, Africa and Latin America who are fighting 
against imperialism and neo-colonialism.... 

The German Democratic Republic plays an active and constructive part 
in international affairs, its status being that of an equal partner. As 
a member of the United Nations Organization it helps to enhance the 
role of this world body in the solution of international problems, the 
consolidation of peace, the development of cooperation between peoples 
and the defence of human rights. 


Programme of the Socialist Unity Party of Germany, Dresden 1976, pp. 11, 
15/16, 64, 66—68. 
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Speech given by the Rector of Berlin's Humboldt Univer- 
sity, Prof. Dr Helmuth Klein, at the opening of an inter- 
national scientific conference on “The imperialistic nature 
of racism in southern Africa” held in Berlin 


15 June 1976 


In opening this conference may I be allowed to remind you of the 
results of the Anti-Apartheid Colloquium held in our university on 
28 May 1974 in connection with the session, then in progress in Berlin, 
of the United Nations Anti-Apartheid Committee, and to quote from 
the opening address of my—alas prematurely deceased—predecessor, 
Professor Wirzberger: “It seems to me that it is precisely we—we in the 
German Democratic Republic which emerged from the overcoming of 
the Nazi régime—who have learned a particularly enduring lesson from 
experience to the effect that the struggle against racist régimes can be 
crowned with success only when it goes to the root of the evil. We 
should, therefore, in this colloquium too bend our efforts to contribute 
with our resources, the resources of scholarship, not only to exposing 
the outward manifestation of the apartheid régime, but also to laying 
bare its roots and driving forces, and in so doing support the liberation 
struggle of the peoples in southern Africa.” 

Our conference may therefore be regarded as a direct continuation of 
that colloquium, as it also pursues the aim of laying bare the roots 
and driving forces of racism in southern Africa, which are beyond 
all doubt to be sought in the imperialist system. This theme has lost 
none of its significance as an object of scholarly attention. On the 
contrary: with the collapse of Portuguese colonialism, the establishment 
of independent African states in Mozambique and Angola, and the 
débacle of the intervention by the South African racist régime against 
the young People’s Republic of Angola, the world-wide struggle against 
the inhuman apartheid régime in South Africa has entered a new stage. 
The positions of the system have been seriously shaken; it finds itself 
in a state of acute crisis. The condemnation of South Africa as an 
aggressor by the United Nations Security Council is further evidence of 
this. 

In the conditions prevailing at present absolute clarity regarding the 
nature of the racial policy in South Africa, Namibia and Southern 
Rhodesia (Zimbabwe), and regarding the economic, social, political and 
ideological foundations of racial discrimination and racist ideology in 
southern Africa, is more necessary than ever. The increasing inter- 
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national isolation and the internal crisis of the racist and colonialist 
régime in Pretoria, are increasingly driving it to take measures which 
are represented as a dismantling of racial discrimination, but in reality 
alter nothing of the substance of the system. By means of insubstantial, 
purely external modifications the barbarous system of apartheid is to 
be given a less repulsive image. Even if the word “apartheid” has 
disappeared from the vocabulary of South Africa’s leading racist 
politicians, the latter still cling with undiminished tenacity to the highly 
profitable system of colonial and racist domination and highly inten- 
sified exploitation, which is abhorred by all humane and democratically 
minded people and has long been denounced as a crime. 

Our conference will show how scholars from the GDR, the USSR and 
other socialist countries have in recent years been conducting intensive 
research into the roots and driving forces of racism in southern Africa. 
By means of a comprehensive investigation and clarification of the 
relationship between imperialism and racism in that part of the world 
they have striven to extend fraternal aid to the national liberation 
movements of the peoples of southern Africa in the field of the social 
sciences as well. Not every opponent of apartheid has clearly seen the 
relationship between imperialism and racism from the very beginning, 
and right at this moment this relationship is giving rise to many pro- 
blems which require a scientific analysis. 

The holding of the conference in the capital of the GDR is to be seen 
as an act of solidarity in relation to the peoples of southern Africa. 
For many years now our Republic has been closely linked with the 
liberation movements of these countries by a deep friendship resting 
on common anti-imperialist positions. Nor is the struggle against racism 
in southern Africa to be separated from the struggle for world peace, 
which is dangerously imperilled by the military cooperation between 
the NATO powers and the Republic of South Africa, especially by the 
support given to the racist régime by the imperialist powers in the 
nuclear field. 

At the Ninth Congress of the Socialist Unity Party of Germany its 
General Secretary, Comrade Erich Honecker, declared in his closing 
address: 

“We stand firmly at the side of free Angola, at the side of all those 
in the South of Africa who are fighting against racism and oppression, 
for national independence and human dignity.” We are proud to be 
able to say that these words go for the entire population of our Repu- 
blic. In this spirit I open the conference and with it success in its delib- 
erations. 

German text in: Archives of the Rector of Humboldt-University in Berlin. 
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Statement made by the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the 
GDR, Oskar Fischer, on behalf of the GDR Council of Min- 
isters on the policies of apartheid of the Government of 
South Africa 


23 June 1976* 


The Government of the GDR declares its full agreement with the 
United Nations Security Council Resolution of 19 June 1976 in which 
these excesses in the Republic of South Africa are sharply condemned 
and the legitimacy of the struggle of the South African population for 
the elimination of apartheid and racial discrimination is recognized. 
The Government of the GDR reaffirms its active anti-imperialist soli- 
darity with all peoples struggling for the final elimination of all forms 
of colonialism, racism and apartheid. This principled attitude of soli- 
darity on the part of the German Democratic Republic was reaffirmed 
at the Ninth Congress of the SED. 

The answer of all peace-loving forces can only be the complete isola- 
tion of the racist régime in Pretoria. The GDR cannot refrain from 
pointing out that those who continue to cooperate with this régime 
even in the face of the latest events, are helping to prop up the rule 
of the apartheid régime and stabbing the African peoples in the back 
while they are engaged in their just struggle. 

Foreign Minister Oskar Fischer emphasized that the German Democratic 
Republic would continue to do all in its power to help bring to an end 
once and for all the policy and practice of apartheid and racial discrimi- 
nation, which endangers peace and contradicts all principles of inter- 
national law. 


German text in: Neues Deutschland, 23 June 1976. 
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Speech given by Ambassador Peter Florin, Deputy Minister 
of Foreign Affairs and Permanent Representative of the 
GDR at the United Nations, in the Anti-Apartheid Commit- 
tee of the United Nations on the policies of apartheid of the 
Government of South Africa 


23 June 1976 


The Anti-Apartheid Committee is concerned today with the extra- 
ordinarily serious situation in South Africa, which has arisen as a result 
of the mass shooting of Africans by the Vorster régime in Soweto and 
other places. The new crimes of the apartheid régime are so monstrous 
that the whole world is shocked. World opinion demands an immediate 
halt to the mass terror unleashed by Vorster and his fellow-racists. 
The Foreign Minister of the GDR, Oskar Fischer, in the name of the 
Council of Ministers of the GDR sharply condemned the barbaric crimes 
perpetrated by the apartheid régime in South Africa. “The Government 
of the GDR”, this statement read, “declares its full agreement with 
the United Nations Security Council Resolution of 19 June 1976.” 

In the statement it is stressed that “the answer of all peaceloving forces 
can only be the complete isolation of the racist régime in Pretoria. The 
GDR cannot refrain from pointing out that those who continue to 
cooperate with this régime even in the face of the latest events, are 
helping to prop up the rule of the apartheid régime and stabbing the 
African peoples in the back while they are engaged in their just 
struggle.” 

The events in South Africa are a direct result of the régime of constant 
terror which—as our Committee has repeatedly pointed out—is a basic 
component of the policy of apartheid. 

The Security Council has already occupied itself with the recent events 
in South Africa. The Council strongly condemned the government of the 
racist régime for massive acts of violence against the African popula- 
tion as well as for the murders committed, and expressed its deepest 
sympathy for the victims of these violence acts. The rapporteur of 
our Committee, the representative of the Republic of the Philippines, 
spoke in the name of the Committee at the session of the Security 
Council. Our delegation would like to express its thanks to the rap- 
porteur for his timely, necessary and useful contribution. 

Some representatives drew attention to the fact that the Vorster régime, 
despite the resolutions of the Security Council and the General 
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Assembly, is still receiving political, economic and military support 
even today. They have emphasized that certain states, which here in 
the UN have joined in statements that condemn the régime of violence 
in South Africa, have so far not yet ceased their cooperation with this 
régime and are thus strengthening the racists in their refusal to imple- 
ment the relevant resolutions of the General Assembly. The GDR dele- 
gation would like once again to declare itself in favour of the imposition 
of the most stringent sanctions against the apartheid régime. At the 
same time it calls upon all states to sign and ratify the International 
Convention on the Suppression and Punishment of the Crime of Apart- 
heid. 

The tragic events of the past few days in South Africa have shown 
that it is time to take energetic measures for the further isolation of 
the apartheid régime. A succession of reports on the intensified coopera- 
tion of western monopolies and their representatives with South Africa 
should open the eyes of everyone who till now have not wanted to 
believe that apartheid is no chance phenomenon, that this system is 
founded on the interests of neocolonialism and imperialism. Many African 
representatives in the Security Council have rightly pointed out that 
in view of the current situation, which poses a threat to international 
peace and international security, all UN member states should make 
every effort to get rid of this régime as quickly as possible. 

A lot has been talked and written recently about an allegedly new 
African policy having been adopted by a permanent member of the 
Security Council. In general, a policy is judged not by words but by 
deeds. So far we have seen the following deeds: the Secretary of State 
meets with the head of the increasingly isolated racist apartheid régime, 
and the Defence Secretary is encouraging—so it would appear—the 
arms race in this part of the world as well. 

The question remains: What is the attitude of this member of the 
Security Council to the application of the People’s Republic of Angola 
for admission to the UN? 

In the opinion of the German Democratic Republic—and in this we find 
ourselves in full agreement with the overwhelming majority of UN 
members—it is necessary to strengthen our support for the liberation 
movements and our solidarity with them. In this connection, I should 
like to refer to the statement of the ANC representative to the Security 
Council of 18 June 1976, in which he stressed: 

“If Vorster wants to put right the situation in South Africa, the first 
thing he should do is to meet the parents of these schoolchildren who 
were killed during the present unrest. As a matter of fact, Vorster should 
meet the legitimate leaders of the African people, who are imprisoned 
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on Robben Island or in exile, and not with puppets he has sought 
out himself.” (Doc.S/PV. 1929 [26], 18 June 1976.) 

The GDR, as a socialist state, has always supported the peoples of 
Africa in their just struggle and will continue to support them in future. 
At the Ninth Congress of the Socialist Unity Party of Germany (SED) 
the General Secretary of the Central Committee of the SED, Erich 
Honecker, declared: “The GDR will always stand unreservedly at the 
side of those on all continents who are fighting against imperialism and 
colonialism, for national liberation.” 

It was with close attention that we follow the statement of the Perma- 
nent Representative of the Libyan Arab Republic, our friend Mr Kikhia, 
in the Security Council, in which he stressed: 

“It is outrageous and highly regrettable that the aggressive, racist and 
fascist régime in South Africa should continue to receive economic 
and military aid from many powers, despite repeated appeals for an 
arms embargo to be imposed on South Africa. Those who help South 
Africa should know that in so doing they are helping our enemy—our 
bitterest and worst enemy in Africa. An end must be put to this inter- 
national hypocrisy. They must choose between Africa and the enemies 
of Africa. In this context I should like to pay tribute to those progres- 
sive and democratic countries which are supporting our struggle in 
Africa, particularly the socialist countries and peoples.” 

The. events in Soweto have demonstrated with perfect clarity the ana- 
chronistic character of the last bastions of racism, colonialism and neo- 
colonialism in the south of Africa—whether in South Africa, Southern 
Rhodesia or in illegally occupied Namibia. The collapse of these regimes 
is inevitable—just as the liberation of the other peoples of Africa, who 
are today—as members of the UN-—striving for the further consolida- 
tion of their independence, was unavoidable. The new tactics of Vorster 
and those who support him cannot halt this development. 

In the virtually unanimously adopted Resolution 392 of 19 June 1976 
the Security Council decided in Point 6 to continue the consideration 
of this question. Our Committee should be vigilant and follow the 
further development attentively, while also informing the world of our 
resolute protest and our demand to strengthen the struggle against the 
apartheid régime. 


German text in: Horizont, 1976/32, Supplement. 
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Speech given by Ambassador Peter Florin, Deputy Minister 
of Foreign Affairs and Permanent Representative of the 
GDR at the United Nations, at the UN Security Council, 
concerning the application for admission of the People’s 
Republic of Angola 


23 June 1976 


Before the Security Council lies the application of another independent 
African state—the young People’s Republic of Angola—for admission 
to equal membership of the world organization. The application, signed 
by the President of the People’s Republic of Angola, is in full accord 
with the Charter of the United Nations. The People’s Republic of Angola 
pursues a policy of peace as demanded by the purposes and principles 
of the UN. It is able and willing to fulfil the obligations concomitant 
with membership of the United Nations. 

The people of Angola had to wage an arduous and costly struggle against 
the colonial rule of the Portuguese Salazar régime in order to realize 
their right to independence and self-determination in accordance with 
Resolution 1514 (XV). The proclamation of the People’s Republic of 
Angola was a further important milestone on the road to the ultimate 
elimination of the remnants of colonialism and racism, an aim also 
pursued by the world organization, as is reflected in numerous resolu- 
tions of the Security Council and the General Assembly. 

From the day of its foundation—which was an expression of the free 
exercise of the Angolan people’s right to self-determination—the young 
Pegple’s Republic of Angola was exposed to the open armed aggression 
of that bastion of racism and colonialism in South Africa, the illegal 
apartheid régime. This troublemaker, which openly violated peace and 
security in this area and is still violating them today, found support 
from forces which want to put back the clock, which want to deny 
the peoples of southern Africa the right to self-determination and their 
fundamental human rights, and which are continuing to try and oppress 
and exploit them by resorting to racism, colonialism and neocolonial- 
ism. 

The trial in Luanda of mercenaries from certain imperialist states and 
the weapons exhibited in the course of it from North America and 
Western Europe, which had been used by the murdering and looting 
bands of mercenaries, racists and neocolonialists, make clear the whole 
scale—and also the utter reprehensibility—of the crimes committed 
against the Angolan people. 


565 


The GDR greeted with satisfaction Resolution 387, adopted by the 
Security Council on 31 March 1976, condemning South Africa’s aggres- 
sion against the People’s Republic of Angola. In this resolution, it will 
be remembered, the Security Council demanded of South Africa “un- 
conditional respecting for the independence, sovereignty and territorial 
integrity of the People’s Republic of Angola” as well as “full compensa- 
tion on the part of the Government of South Africa for the destruction 
and damage inflicted on the People’s Republic of Angola’’. In this, the 
Security Council was acting in accordance with the UN Charter, which 
requires that violations of the territorial integrity and sovereignty of 
a state be opposed. The heroic and sacrificial struggle of the young 
state against the South African aggressor was recognized. Yet now as 
before Angola—like other independent African states—is exposed to 
threats from the racist régime in South Africa and its backers. 

The People’s Republic of Angola is today a recognized member of the 
Organization of African Unity. The recently ended ministerial confer- 
ence of the Bureau of Non-aligned States in Algiers paid tribute to 
the role of Angola in the struggle of the peoples of Africa. Today the 
People’s Republic of Angola maintains diplomatic relations with over 
a hundred states. Delegations from this young state are already taking 
part in numerous international conferences on a basis of equality. 

The GDR maintains close friendly relations with the People’s Republic 
of Angola. At the recently held Ninth Congress of the Socialist Unity 
Party of Germany, Erich Honecker, the General Secretary of the SED 
Central Committee, declared: 

“We resolutely condemn each and every imperialist policy of aggression 
and stand consistently for a political solution of all conflicts in the 
interests of peace and self-determination of peoples. It is and remains 
the sacred right to peoples to resist imperialist aggression, to struggle 
with all means available for national and social liberation, and to decide 
their own fate. Our support goes to all peoples who are fighting for 
national independence, for an equal place in international relations, for 
economic development and social progress... Together with the pro- 
gressive forces of the whole world we support Angola’s struggle for 
its independence, just as we stand at the side of all African peoples who 
are defending their right to national sovereignty and social progress, 
against racism, neo-colonialism and imperialist aggression.” 

Since the adoption of Resolution 1514 (XV), introduced by the USSR, 
on the granting of independence to colonial countries and peoples, more 
than 15 years have elapsed. During this time numerous peoples once 
under colonial rule have won their independence and have, exercising 
their right to self-determination, created their own state. All of them 
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have been admitted to the UN. At recent sessions of the General 
Assembly we have been able to welcome the former Portuguese colonies 
of Guinea-Bissau, the Cape Verde Republic, Sdo Tomé e Principe and 
Mozambique as new members of the UN. There is no reason for not 
granting the same right to the People’s Republic of Angola. 

My country, the socialist GDR, is a fairly recent member of the United 
Nations. The Resolution of the General Assembly on the admission of 
the GDR to the UN was—as is generally recognized today—important 
for the consolidation of peace on the European continent and for the 
further implementation of the principles and aims laid down in the 
United Nations Charter. It is beyond all doubt that the admission of 
the People’s Republic of Angola to membership of the United Nations 
would also serve the consolidation and strengthening of peace and inter- 
national security, and at the same time would enhance the universality 
and authority of our organization still further. The admission of the 
People’s Republic of Angola would also be an expression of recognition 
of the political reality which has arisen on the African continent. 

The history of the UN teaches us that attempts to deny one or another 
state—in contravention of the UN Charter—the right of membership are 
ultimately doomed to failure. 

Some US newspapers, which are spreading assertions that the support 
granted on grounds of solidarity by Cuba to the People’s Republic of 
Angola to defend it against the armed aggression of South Africa and 
to safeguard the sovereignty of the People’s Republic of Angola, con- 
stitutes grounds for preventing the admission of Angola to the UN, 
would find upon perusal of the UN Charter that Article 51, for example, 
gives the People’s Republic of Angola the right to seek disinterested help 
from another state. 

Incidentally, permit me to remind you that the drawing up of the UN 
Charter and the founding of the United Nations were dominated by the 
overriding idea of preventing a repetition of a fascist policy of expan- 
sion and aggression in the style of German fascism. The same Mr 
Vorster, who after his visit to the Federal Republic of Germany—as he 
did recently in Israel, too—represents himself as a man prepared to 
engage in a so-called dialogue, who is bloodily suppressing the non- 
white population, and who is anxious to develop comprehensive nuclear 
cooperation with western European monopolies, this same Vorster had, 
as is well known, to be detained during the Second World War because 
of his activities in favour of Nazi Germany and its fascist racial theories. 
Today Mr Vorster, as head of government, is one of those chiefly 
responsible for the armed aggression, condemned by the Security 
Council, against a peace-loving African state. 
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As the apartheid régime continues—as can be seen from the parlia- 
mentary debates and the Bills introduced there—to hold to its concept 
of armament and expansion, the People’s Republic of Angola is perfectly 
justified—being moreover a neighbour of Namibia, illegally occupied 
by South Africa—in taking whatever measures she thinks fit to defend 
her sovereignty and territorial integrity. 

I should like to remind those who are setting certain additional con- 
ditions for the admission of the People’s Republic of Angola to the 
UN, as reported by the US press and mentioned here by one—or rather 
two—permanent members of the Security Council, that troops of the 
United States are stationed on the territory of many countries which are 
members of the UN. 

Any attempt to defer the admission of the People’s Republic of Angola 
to the UN is unjustified and devoid of all foundation. Linking the admis- 
sion of Angola with problems that bear no relation to the criteria for 
admission to the UN, is illogical and contradicts both the letter and 
spirit of the Charter. The admission of the People’s Republic of Angola 
is a moral, political and legal requirement corresponding to the realities 
of our time. It is also something which the world demands. 

The GDR delegation is convinced that a recommendation of the Security 
Council in favour of Angola’s admission to the UN would meet with 
the agreement of the overwhelming majority of the General Assembly. 


German text in: Archives of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the GDR. 


Statement issued by the GDR Committee for the Decade 
for Action to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination and 
by the Solidarity Committee of the GDR on South African 
Freedom Day 


23 June 1976 


On the occasion of South African Freedom Day the GDR Committee 
for the Decade for Action to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination 
and the GDR Solidarity Committee convey to all fighters against apart- 
heid heartfelt greetings of friendship, anti-imperialist solidarity and 
fraternal alliance. 

The people of the German Democratic Republic, committed as they 
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are to the principles of proletarian internationalism, have always and 
without reservation sided with the peoples fighting against imperialism, 
colonialism und racism, and for national and social liberation. The 
Ninth Congress of the Socialist Unity Party of Germany has again 
underlined this principled attitude. 

The crimes recently committed by the apartheid regime in the Republic 
of South Africa against the South African population where a large 
number of African citizens fell victim to the brutal terror of the racist 
police and army are most sharply condemned in the GDR. These events 
demonstrate anew and quite drastically the inhuman character of the 
apartheid regime which flouts the elementary human rights of the 
African population, which has launched an open aggression against 
the People’s Republic of Angola and continues its illegal occupation 
of Namibia in gross violation of UN resolutions. 

The racist crimes in South Africa are a challenge to all people in the 
world fighting for peace, peoples’ right to self-determination, democracy 
and social progress. The brutal acts of the apartheid regime in South 
Africa prove that its statements on alleged changes to be made in the 
policy of apartheid are mere hypocrisy, an attempt to deceive world 
opinion and the African population of South Africa. 

The imperialist circles which continue to cooperate with the racist 
regime in South Africa despite the fact that the Security Council of 
the United Nations, the OAU and governments and political organiza- 
tions of many countries have condemned the massacres of Soweto and 
the policy of apartheid are strengthening this regime and encouraging 
its acts which are incompatible with international law. Even verbal 
statements do not change the fact that at present in the Federal Republic 
of Germany confidential talks are being held with the chief representa- 
tive of this regime and that further cooperation with the racist regime 
is being discussed. 

As a result of the crushing of the Portuguese colonial system and the 
founding of sovereign states in Mozambique, Guinea-Bissau, on the 
Cape Verde Islands, in Angola, and SAo Tomé e Principe the balance 
of forces in southern Africa has changed in favour of the forces of 
liberation and progress. The struggle of the people of South Africa, 
Zimbabwe and Namibia which are still colonially and racially oppressed 
has been given new impetus. 

The mounting strength of the forces of peace and socialism and the 
continuous consolidation of their anti-imperialist alliance with the 
national liberation movement are guarantees for the success of the 
liberation struggle of the peoples of South Africa, Zimbabwe and Na- 


mibia. 
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We demand the implementation of all United Nations resolutions against 
racism and apartheid. 

We demand an immediate end to racist terrorism in the Republic of 
South Africa. 

We demand freedom for all fighters against the shameful apartheid 
regime, 

We demand freedom for all racially and colonially oppressed peoples in 
southern Africa. 


GDR Solidarity Committee Archives. 


Joint communiqué on the visit of a party and government 
delegation of the GDR, led by Giinther Kleiber, alternate 
member of the Politbureau of the Central Committee of the 
Socialist Unity Party of Germany and Deputy Chairman of 
the Council of Ministers of the GDR to the People’s Republic 
of Angola 


26 June 1976 


At the invitation of the Central Committee of the Popular Movement 
for the Liberation of Angola (MPLA) and the Government of the 
People’s Republic of Angola, a Party and Government Delegation from 
the German Democratic Republic, led by Giinther Kleiber, alternate 
member of the Politbureau of the Central Committee of the SED and 
Deputy Chairman of the Council of Ministers of the German Dem- 
ocratic Republic, spent from 22 to 26 June in the People’s Republic 
of Angola on an official visit. On 25 June 1976 Giinther Kleiber was 
received by Comrade Agostinho Neto, President of the Popular Move- 
ment for the Liberation of Angola and President of the People’s Repu- 
blic of Angola, for a cordial conversation. During the meeting, which 
took place in an atmosphere of friendship and mutual trust, Gtinther 
Kleiber conveyed cordial greetings from the General Secretary of the 
Central Committee, Comrade Erich Honecker, which were cordially 
returned by Comrade Neto. 

During the conversation both men expressed their determination to 
develop further in every aspect the traditional cooperation, based on 
anti-imperialist solidarity, between the SED and the MPLA, as well as 
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the friendly relations between the German Democratic Republic and 
the People’s Republic of Angola. 

Giinther Kleiber handed Comrade Neto an invitation signed by the 
General Secretary of the SED Central Committee, Comrade Erich 
Honecker, and by the Chairman of the Council of State, Comrade Willi 
Stoph, to pay an official visit to the German Democratic Republic. The 
invitation was accepted with thanks. 

During its stay in the People’s Republic of Angola the delegation conduct- 
ed official negotiations with a Party and Government Delegation of the 
People’s Republic of Angola, led by Comrade Carlos Rocha, member of 
the Politbureau of the MPLA and Minister for Planning and Economic 
Coordination of the People’s Republic of Angola. 

In the course of the negotiations, which were held in an atmosphere 
of cordiality and mutual understanding, an exchange of opinions took 
place on the future development of friendly relations and fruitful 
cooperation between the GDR and the PRA, as well as on questions 
connected with the present international situation. 

As a result of the negotiations an agreement between the Socialist 
Unity Party of Germany and the Popular Movement for the Liberation 
of Angola on cooperation in the years 1976—77 and treaties between the 
governments of the German Democratic Republic and the People’s 
Republic of Angola in the fields of cultural cooperation, scientific and 
technical cooperation, trade and air transport were signed. 

Both sides noted with approval the bonds of anti-imperialist solidarity 
and cooperation established in the years of armed struggle by the 
patriotic forces of Angola led by the MPLA against colonialism, for 
freedom and independence. 

The Angolan side expressed its deeply felt gratitude to the Central 
Committee of the SED, and to the Government and people of the GDR, 
for the solidarity and support extended by the GDR to the Angolan 
people in their heroic struggle against colonial oppression and for 
national liberation, as well as against the intervention of racist and 
imperialist forces. 

The Angolan delegation informed the GDR delegation of the great 
efforts being made by the working people of the People’s Republic of 
Angola under the leadership of the MPLA to overcome the back- 
wardness left behind by colonialism, to eliminate the consequences of 
the imperialist and racist intervention and aggression, to build a new 
life and to carry out a phased programme of thorough-going political, 
economic and cultural changes in the country to the benefit of the 


people of Angola. 
On behalf of the Party and State leadership the head of the GDR 
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delegation congratulated the MPLA, the Government and the armed 
forces of the People’s Republic of Angola, as well as the entire Angolan 
people for their significant successes in the struggle against their 
enemies and in the reconstruction of their sorely tried land. He assured 
his hosts that the GDR would continue to stand firmly at the side of 
the People’s Republic of Angola. 

The GDR delegation informed the Angolan side at length about the 
course and results of the Ninth SED Congress as well as about the 
creative initiatives of the working people of the GDR to implement its 
resolutions. It was stressed that the general line of the Socialist Unity 
Party of Germany consists in continuing with the work of creating 
an advanced socialist society in the GDR, thereby laying the foundations 
for the gradual transition to communism. 

The Angolan side congratulated the SED and all the working people 
of the GDR on their outstanding achievements in the creation of an 
advanced socialist society and wished them further great successes 
in the implementation of the resolutions of the Ninth SED Congress. 
To their satisfaction both sides found themselves in agreement regarding 
the fundamental questions of international developments. Both sides 
enthusiastically welcomed the successes achieved by the Soviet Union 
and the other states of the socialist community together with the 
progressive forces of the whole world in the struggle for peace, security 
and international détente, and expressed their resolve actively to 
support the further improvement of the international climate as well as 
the consistent implementation of the principles of peaceful coexistence 
among states with different social orders. 

Both sides noted with profound satisfaction their agreement with the 
aims contained in the programme adopted at the Twenty-fifth Congress 
of the CPSU, a programme of further struggle for peace and inter- 
national cooperation, for the freedom and independence of peoples, 
and reaffirmed their determination to contribute actively to its imple- 
mentation. 

Both sides noted with satisfaction that in the past two decades the 
peoples of Africa, with the support of the socialist states and the 
progressive forces of the world, have achieved historic successes in the 
struggle for freedom and national independence. Both sides declared 
their unshakable solidarity with the People’s Republic of Mozambique, 
the Republic of Guinea-Bissau, the Republic of Cape Verde, and the 
Democratic Republic of Sédo Tomé and Principe. 

The GDR and the People’s Republic of Angola take the view that the 
struggle of the oppressed peoples of Zimbabwe, Namibia and the Repub- 
lic of South Africa for self-determination, freedom and national inde- 
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pendence is legitimate, declare their solidarity with this struggle and 
call upon all the world’s progressive forces to step up their support 
for the just cause of these peoples. Filled with indignation ahd ab- 
horrence, the GDR and the People’s Republic of Angola condemn the 
most recent massacres committed by the Vorster régime among the 
South African population in Soweto. The responsibility for the action 
of the South African racists also rests with these imperialist circles 
which even in the face of the most recent events and in defiance of the 
resolutions of international organizations continue to collaborate with 
the racist régime in Pretoria, supporting it politically, diplomatically, 
economically and militarily. 

In accordance with the principles of the UN Charter and the Declara- 
tion on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, 
the GDR and the People’s Republic of Angola resolutely demand that 
an end be put to the imperialist policy of colonialism, neocolonialism, 
racism and racial discrimination and condemn in the sharpest terms 
the anti-popular and aggressive policy of the minority racist régimes 
in Southern Rhodesia and in the Republic of South Africa, and the 
continued provocations of the Smith régime against independent African 
states, particularly against the People’s Republic of Mozambique, and 
call upon all states to abide strictly by the resolutions of the UN 
directed against this régime. 

Both sides vigorously condemn the forces which oppose colonialism 
and racism in words, but whose policies are in fact directed towards 
aggravating international tension, provoking armed conflicts and under- 
mining the national liberation movement. 

Both delegations are agreed that the states committed to a policy of non- 
alignment represent an important factor in the world and came to the 
conclusion that these countries, in concert with the socialist states and 
all progressive forces, can on the basis of anti-imperialism make an 
important contribution to the universal struggle for peace and security 
among nations. 

Both sides value highly the role of the United Nations Organization as 
a forum of the struggle for peace and international security, against 
imperialist policies of aggression and neocolonialism. They are for 
enhancing the effectiveness of this organization as well as for the strict 
observance of the UN Charter by all states. The observance of the 
principle of the universality of the world organization and the equality 
of all sovereign states requires the admission of the People’s Republic 
of Angola to the UN. The GDR will fully support this just demand of 
the People’s Republic of Angola for admission to the UN. 

Both sides expressed their deep satisfaction at the results of the visit. 
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The friendly exchange of opinions, the fruitful negotiations, and the 
agreements signed during the visit form an important contribution to 
the further deepening of the friendship and fruitful cooperation between 
the SED and the MPLA and between the GDR and the PRA for the 
benefit of both peoples and for the consolidation of peace in the world. 
Giinther Kleiber, in the name of the Party and State leadership of the 
GDR, thanked the Central Committee of the MPLA, the Revolutionary 
Council and the Government of the People’s Republic of Angola for 
the cordial and friendly reception and hospitality accorded to him and 
the members of his delegation during their stay in the People’s Republic 
of Angola. 


German text in: Neues Deutschland, 26/27 June 1976. 


From the document of the Conference of Communist and 
Workers’ Parties of Europe in Berlin: Peace, Security Co- 
operation and Social Progress in Europe 


1 Juli 1976* 


The participants in the Conference welcome the historic victory of 
the Vietnamese people and the victories of the peoples of Laos and 
Kampuchea over the imperialist aggressors and domestic reaction. These 
victories are of world-wide significance; they prove that there are 
no forces capable of breaking the determination of peoples to fight for 
freedom and independence. 

The ending of the Portuguese colonial war and the achievement of 
national independence by the peoples of Guinea-Bissau, Mozambique, 
Sado Tomé, the Cape Verde Islands and Angola, which brings nearer the 
overthrow of the racist regimes in southern Africa, and also the struggle 
of all the other liberation movements for the complete liquidation of 
colonialism represent a major contribution to the cause of peace and 
security. 

The failure of the imperialist blockade against Cuba, the international 
recognition of the German Democratic Republic and the normalization 
of relations with the GDR by a large number of countries have gone 
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a long way towards strengthening international security and reinforcing 
socialism’s position. 

All this is the result of decades of struggle by all antiimperialist, dem- 
ocratic and progressive forces. 

Because of their development, their continuous economic growth result- 
ing from the nature of socialist society, which serves the interest of the 
mass of working people, and because of their foreign policy which is 
directed towards gaining acceptance for the principles of peaceful 
coexistence and is exerting an ever greater influence on international 
relations, the socialist countries are playing an outstanding role in 
preventing a new world war, in strengthening international security and 
in continuing the process of détente. 

The peoples who have achieved freedom and independence have become 
an influential international force. The movement of non-aligned coun- 
tries, which includes the majority of developing countries, is now one 
of the most important factors in world politics. It renders an active 
contribution to the fight for peace, security, détente and equal coopera- 
tion, for the establishment of a just system of international political 
and economic relations, and to the struggle against imperialism, colonial- 
ism, neo-colonialism and all forms of domination and exploitation. 

In the capitalist countries, there is a growth in the activities of the 
working class and other broad social and political forces which advocate 
peace and cooperation among peoples and which constitute an important 
factor in the struggle for strengthening détente. 

In these countries, the struggle of the working class—the main force in 
social development, which represents the interests of the whole mass 
of working people, the interests of social progress and overall national 
interests—and the struggle of the other democratic and anti-monopolist 
forces are developing with increasing strength. These struggles are 
directed against the foundations of rule of monopoly capital. Ever 
broader sections of society are realizing the historical necessity of 
replacing capitalist society by socialist society, which will be built up 
in accordance with the desires of each people. 

In the neutral states there are growing efforts by the mass of the 
people to make more effective use of the opportunities provided by the 
status of neutrality so as to serve the interests of peace and the strength- 
ening of security on our continent. 

The struggle of all anti-imperialist, anti-colonialist and progressive 
forces has helped and helps to improve the political climate in the 
world and in Europe. 

All these factors are of decisive importance for the implementation of 
the policy of peaceful coexistence and for the development of active 


575 


cooperation between all countries as the sole alternative to nuclear 
world war. 

All this opens up new prospects for the successful struggle of the 
peoples for the further transformation of international relations in 
Europe in the spirit of détente, and for democracy and progress. All 
this helps to give socialist ideas a greater impact on social develop- 
ment. 

The participants in the Conference appreciate the advances which 
have been made in the sphere of détente. At the same time, they stress 
that world peace is by no means guaranteed as yet, that détente has 
not yet been stabilized and that serious obstacles still have to be 
surmounted on the road leading towards lasting security and coopera- 
tion. 


4. For peace, security, cooperation, national independence and social 
progress in the whole of the world 


The Communist and Workers’ Parties participating in the Conference 
are convinced that the struggle for a Europe of peace, cooperation and 
social progress is an important contribution to the solution of the 
political, economic and social problems facing the world at large, which 
calls for the participation of all countries on equal terms. The positive 
changes on this continent are providing favourable conditions for 
peoples’ liberation struggles, the struggle against the danger of war, 
for détente in other parts of the world, and for the struggle of the 
peoples against neo-colonialism and against all forms of national oppres- 
sion. The Communist and Workers’ Parties of Europe underline the 
great importance of the obligation undertaken by the countries which 
participated in the Conference on Security and Cooperation in Europe 
to develop their relations with all countries in the spirit of the principles 
agreed upon in Helsinki. 

At the same time the struggle waged by the peoples of newly indepen- 
dent countries against imperialism and any form of domination and 
exploitation, and for the establishment of a new international economic 
order meeting the interests of the peoples is of great importance for the 
transformation of the world along progressive lines and a powerful 
support in the struggle of the European peoples for peace, security, 
cooperation and social progress. 

The participants in the Conference stand for: 

— the elimination of the hotbeds of war through negotiation and the 
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strict fulfilment of agreements reached, especially for a just overall 
settlement of the Middle East conflict guaranteeing the withdrawal 
of Israeli troops from all Arab territories occupied since 1967 and the 
national independence, security and territorial integrity of all states 
in this area and ensuring the legitimate right of the Palestinian 
people to their own national state; they are opposed to any outside 
interference in the affairs of the peoples of the Middle East; 

— continued support for the peoples of Vietnam, Laos and Kampuchea 
in their endeavours to repair the damage suffered by them in the 
war of aggression, and in their struggle for the peaceful and dem- 
ocratic development of their countries; 

— support for the government and people of the People’s Republic 
of Angola and their efforts aimed at the consolidation of their 
national independence and at their development along the road of 
progress; 

— the release of all Chilean patriots and democrats imprisoned by the 
fascist junta, for greater international campaigns of solidarity in 
support of the Chilean people’s struggle for the restoration of human 
rights and democratic freedoms in Chile; an immediate end to the 
acts of terror und reprisal being perpetrated against Communists 
and other democrats in Uruguay, Paraguay, Guatemala and a num- 
ber of other Latin American countries ; 

— all-round support for the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea in 
its struggle for the peaceful and democratic unification of the country 
without any outside interference; 

— support for the anti-imperialist struggle of the Arab peoples, the 
peoples of South Africa, Namibia and Zimbabwe, for all those who 
are fighting against colonialism and racism and who are victims 
of aggression; 

— strict compliance with the trade embargoes imposed on racist regimes 
under UN resolutions, severance of relations with the government 
of the Republic of South Africa by all states, and, most important, 
a complete stop to all arms supplies to that government. 

The democratization of international relations and the development of 
international cooperation on the basis of equality and of mutual benefit 
to all peoples are aims of great importance in the struggle for the 
establishment of an international community free from imperialism 
and neo-colonialism wherein the great disproportions between developed 
and developing countries can be overcome, and which will be based 
on the full independence of each and every nation and on their active 
participation in the solution of mankind’s problems. 

Broad international cooperation becomes ever more necessary for 
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safeguarding peace, achieving a just settlement of international con- 
flicts, strengthening security and implementing practical steps towards 
disarmament. This cooperation is necessary to further the establishment 
of new and equitable international economic relations. Such cooperation 
would also contribute to solving such complicated and fundamental 
problems as hunger in the world, illiteracy, environmental protection, 
pollution of the atmosphere and the seas, and those involved in develop- 
ing and utilizing new sources of energy, averting natural calamities, 
and preventing and curing the most harmful diseases. 

This calls for the elimination of colonialism and neo-colonialism; the 
establishment of a new international economic order; the ensuring of 
conditions for the social and economic development of all countries, 
primarily the least developed countries; the organization of broad inter- 
national cooperation which should assist the peoples in the developing 
countries in their own efforts to remove the gap between these and 
the developed countries; the unrestricted exercise by each people of 
the right to sovereign control over its natural resources; access by all 
countries to the achievements of modern science and technology; the 
establishment of a just relationship between prices for raw materials 
and agricultural products and prices for manufactured goods; and a 
broad development of trade relations without any artificial barriers 
and discriminatory practices. The European countries have a very signif- 
icant contribution to make to these objectives. 

The socialist countries, the movement of non-aligned countries, the 
revolutionary and progressive forces in the developing countries and 
the working-class and democratic movements are fighting for the 
establishment of new international political and economic relations on 
the basis of justice and equality. Ever wider political and economic 
circles in the capitalist countries are also contributing to the realization 
of this demand of our time. Such relations serve the cause of peace, 
détente and social progress throughout the world and meet fully the 
interests of the working class and the mass of the people in Europe. 
The Communist and Workers’ Parties participating in the Conference 
attach great importance to the role played by the United Nations in 
settling international problems with equal participation by all states, 
in developing cooperation and understanding between states, in 
strengthening security and in guaranteeing lasting peace all over the 
world. 

The participants in the Conference call on the working people and all 
democratic and peace-loving forces in Europe to make renewed efforts 
and organize new campaigns for strengthening solidarity with all peoples 
of the world in the struggle for their freedom and independence. This 
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is becoming the most important factor for the strengthening of their 
social and national equality and is at the same time an important con- 
tribution to the cause of peace, security and social progress the world 
over. 


For peace, security, cooperation and social progress in Europe. 
Document of the Conference of Communist and Workers’ Parties of Europe, 
Berlin 29 and 30 June 1976, Berlin 1976, pp. 12—15, 41—46. 


From the statement of the GDR on Resolution 3389 (XXX) 
of the UN General Assembly concerning the implementation 
of the UN Declaration on the Strengthening of International 
Security 


6 July 1976* 


The German Democratic Republic is guided in all its policies by the 
desire to make an active contribution to the consolidation of peace and 
security in Europe and throughout the world. This is in keeping with 
the nature of its socialist social order. In common with the other states 
of the socialist community and in full accord with the aims of the 
United Nations Charter, it steadfastly supports the consistent imple- 
mentation of peaceful coexistence among states with different social 
systems. Its solidarity belongs to those peoples which are fighting 
against imperialist oppression and exploitation in all their forms. 

The German Democratic Republic will continue to contribute actively 
towards consolidating the process of détente, supplementing it with 
measures designed to halt the arms race and bring about disarmament, 
and extending it to all parts of the world. In doing so it is acting in 
accordance with the UN Declaration on the Strengthening of Inter- 
national Security. ... 

The United Nations Organization has furthered the process of consolidat- 
ing international security in many ways. Its role in the struggle for 
peace and security, against imperialist policies of aggression and neo- 
colonialism, has grown. The GDR is for the further strengthening of 
the organization on the basis of its Charter, so that it may fulfil its 
tasks even more effectively. This however, requires at the same time 
the resolute confrontation of those forces, both inside and outside the 
UN, which are hotting up the arms race, fomenting international con- 
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flicts, disregarding the sovereignty of other states as well as the right 

of peoples to national independence, and which are striving to under- 

mine existing treaties. 

The socialist states, including the GDR, have undertaken numerous 

initiatives and put forward proposals which trace out the path to the 

further consolidation of international security. Of particular significance 
is the programme of further struggle for peace and international 
cooperation, for the freedom and independence of peoples, adopted by 
the Twenty-fifth Congress of the CPSU. The German Democratic Repub- 
lic supports this programme, which contains the most important tasks 
to be tackled in the interests of all peoples, in its entirety. The ending 
of the arms race and the transition to disarmament has become a matter 

of high priority... . 

The GDR is emphatically in favour of eliminating international sources 

of conflict. It welcomes the USSR’s proposal for the conclusion of a 

world treaty on the renunciation of force. Such a treaty, which would 

include a ban on the use of nuclear weapons, would be an extraordi- 
narily effective instrument for the prevention of armed conflicts 
between states and for containing the danger of world war. 

In the Middle East a just and lasting peace can only be achieved by 

means of a comprehensive political settlement. The GDR takes the 

view that the following questions, as being organically linked with one 
another, must be resolved: 

— the withdrawal of Israeli troops from all Arab territories occupied 
in 1967; 

— the satisfaction of the legitimate national demands of the Arab 
people of Palestine, including their inalienable right to create their 
own state; 

— the establishment of international guarantees for the security and 
inviolability of the frontiers of all states in the Middle East and 
for their rights to an independent existence and development. 

The early resumption of the Geneva Conference on the Middle East, 

with the PLO enjoying full rights of participation, is the practical way 

to the settlement of the Middle East conflict. 

After the victory of the Vietnamese people over imperialist aggression 

and the winning of their freedom by the peoples of Laos and Kam- 

puchea, more favourable conditions have arisen in Asia for the 
guaranteeing of peace and security through collective efforts. This would 

also be served by the implementation of Resolution 3390 B of the XXX 

session of the UN General Assembly, which supports the demand for 

the withdrawal from South Korea of all foreign troops stationed under 
the UN flag and the dissolution of the UN Command. 
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The resolutions of the UN Security Council which condemn South 
Africa’s aggression against the People’s Republic of Angola as well as the 
assaults made by the illegal Southern Rhodesian regime against the se- 
curity and territorial integrity of the People’s Republic of Mozambique, 
are an important contribution to the enforcement of the right to self- 
determination of peoples and to the strengthening of international 
security. Resolute action by the UN is required to remove the smoulder- 
ing source of conflict created by the régimes in Pretoria and Salisbury. 
The GDR condemns in the sharpest terms the brutal crimes committed 
by the apartheid régime against the African population and declares 
its full agreement with Security Council Resolution 392 of 19 June 1976. 
The bloody massacres carried out by the apartheid régime among the 
South African population represent a serious provocation of the UN 
and the whole of world public opinion. The answer of all peace-loving 
forces must lie in the complete isolation of the régime in Pretoria and 
in support for the just struggle of the South African people for the 
elimination of apartheid and racial discrimination. Those who cooperate 
with this regime are acting contrary to the will of the UN and are 
taking a heavy responsibility upon themselves, especially when in so 
doing they facilitate South Africa’s access to nuclear weapons. 

The GDR supports the struggle of the peoples for political and economic 
independence. For this reason it ascribes great importance to the imple- 
mentation of the principles of the Charter of the Economic Rights and 
Duties of States. Mutually advantageous world economic relations based 
on equal rights include the right, reaffirmed in Resolution 3389 (XXX), 
of every state to sovereign control over its natural resources. Violation 
of this right, like other forms of neo-colonialism, represents an assault 
on sovereignty and national independence and creates serious dangers 
for international security. 

The German Democratic Republic will continue to work strenuously 
to help ensure that the UN, on the firm basis of its Charter, can make 
its contribution to enabling the nations of the world to live together 
in peace and solve their economic and social problems free from 
external threats. 


German text in: Neues Deutschland, 6 July 1976 
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From the interview granted by the Secretary of the GDR 
Committee for the Decade of Action to Combat Racism and 
Racial Discrimination, Werner Wenning, to the periodical 
Horizont, concerning the coming into force of the Inter- 
national Convention on the Suppression and Punishment of 
the Crime of Apartheid 


9 August 1976* 


The International Convention on the Suppression and Punishment of 
the Crime of Apartheid entered into force on 18 July 1976. What is the 
significance of this Convention? 

This Convention which was moved by the USSR, Nigeria and Guinea, 
adopted by the UN General Assembly in 1973, and which has now taken 
effect after Syria was the 20th state to deposit the instruments of 
ratification, is an important instrument of international law in the 
struggle against the criminal and peace-endangering policy of apart- 
heid. 

Along with other international accords such as the International Con- 
vention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide 
and the International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of 
Racial Discrimination, the present Convention further contributes to 
prescribing the crime of apartheid on an international plane. The 
Convention defines the crimes of apartheid and stipulates that these 
crimes must be punished internationally. This reflects the growing 
preparedness and determination of the anti-imperialist forces to take 
concrete international action for rapidly eliminating the policy of 
apartheid, the most brutal form of racism, thereby supporting the libe- 
ration forces. Recent events such as the police atrocities in Soweto, Wit- 
bank and other ghetto townships underline the topicality of the Con- 
vention. 

The increased militancy of the racially oppressed peoples in southern 
Africa bears witness to their growing resolve not to put up with the 
criminal racist rule any longer. 

Strict observance of the Convention is also likely to stimulate the 
struggle for terminating white minority rule in Southern Rhodesia (Zim- 
babwe), ending South Africa’s illegal occupation of Namibia and halting 
Zionist racial terror against the Arab population. 
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You said the Convention defines crimes of apartheid and contains 
stipulations on their prosecution. Could you give some details? 
Proceeding from the condemnation of apartheid as a crime against 
humanity and as a threat to peace and international security, the Con- 
vention declares as criminal all organizations, institutions and indivi- 
duals that commit the crime of apartheid, and subjects them to inter- 
national criminal liability. 

The Convention specifies policies and practices to be punished as 
crimes of apartheid. These include denial to a member or members of a 
racial group or groups of the right to life and liberty, infliction upon 
a racial group or groups of living conditions calculated to cause its 
or their physical destruction in whole or in part, and any legislative 
and other measures calculated to prevent a racial group or groups from 
participation in the political, social, economic and cultural life of the 
country, or to prevent the full development of such a group or groups 
or designed to divide the population along racialist lines. 

The states parties to the Convention undertake to prosecute, bring to 
trial and punish or bring before a competent international penal tribunal 
persons responsible for such crimes regardless of where these crimes are 
committed. Since it defines the support of apartheid also as a crime 
liable to international prosecution and punishment, the Convention is 
a valuable weapon in the struggle against the continuing political, 
economic, military and nuclear collaboration of the imperialist states 
with South Africa, which has even grown in scope in the recent past. 


As the GDR went about building a socialist society it eradicated racism 
and racial discrimination. What is the GDR’s attitude towards the Con- 
vention? 

Racism as one of the gravest violations of elementary human rights 
is alien to socialism. Even before being admitted to the United Nations, 
the GDR welcomed the elaboration of the Convention. At the XXVIII 
session of the UN General Assembly the GDR delegates, together with 
representatives of fraternal socialist countries and African, Asian and 
Arab states, actively supported the adoption of the Convention. Refuting 
arguments adduced by imperialist states, they proved the necessity and 
urgency of the Convention. The GDR, as a member of the UN Com- 
mittee against Apartheid, co-sponsored the resolution of the UN General 
Assembly on the adoption of the Convention. On 31 July 1974 it ratified 
the Convention to which the other countries of the socialist community 
are also parties. Significantly, not a single imperialist state has acceeded 
to it so far, though their representatives constantly profess their opposi- 
tion to the policy of apartheid. 
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The GDR’s attitude towards this Convention fully accords with its 
policy of consistently working for the elimination of all forms of colo- 
nialism and racism. This was endorsed once more at the 9th Congress 
of the Socialist Unity Party of Germany. 


Foreign Affairs Bulletin, No. 26, 7 September 1976, p. 199. 


Message of greetings sent by the General Secretary of the 
Central Committee of the Socialist Unity Party of Germany, 
Erich Honecker, to the President of the Fifth Conference of 
Heads of State and Government of Non-Aligned Countries 
in Colombo 


16 August 1976* 


Allow me to convey, in the name of the people of the German Dem- 
ocratic Republic and in my own, the most cordial greetings to the 
Heads of State and Government of non-aligned states, who have 
gathered in Colombo for their Fifth Conference, and to wish the Con- 
ference success in its deliberations and good results. 

The German Democratic Republic devotes great attention to the 
strengthening of cooperation with the states that pursue a policy of 
non-alignment. It regards the Fifth Summit Conference as an expres- 
sion of the intense striving of the non-aligned countries for the 
guaranteeing of a lasting peace, a halt to the arms race, disarmament, 
implementation of the principles of peaceful coexistence between states 
with different social orders, as well as of their struggle against imperial- 
ism, colonialism, neo-colonialism, fascism, apartheid and racism. 

The German Democratic Republic maintains friendly relations with the 
non-aligned states, extending support and solidarity to them when 
they take advantage of the sacred right of peoples to defend themselves 
against imperialist aggression, to fight with all the means at their 
disposal for their national and social liberation, and to decide their 
own fate. It sees in the extension and consolidation of relations and in 
the development of cooperation with them an essential factor for the 
safeguarding of peace and for the struggle of the recently liberated 
peoples—and of those still fighting for their liberation—for economic 
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independence, as well as for the solution of the political, economic and 
social tasks facing them. 

The people and the Government of the German Democratic Republic 
will, like those of the other socialist states, continue to be reliable com- 
rades in the just struggle for political and economic independence, for 
the winning and safeguarding of complete sovereignty over their 
own natural wealth, for the elimination of all forms of colonial and 
neocolonial oppression, exploitation and discrimination, and for inter- 
national economic relations based on equal rights. The German Dem- 
ocratic Republic will actively support all efforts which are directed at 
the elimination of existing sources of conflict, and it supports a political 
solution to all conflicts in the interests of peace and the right of peoples 
to self-determination. 

The German Democratic Republic will always be an honest friend and 
ally to all those forces which like it are striving for a peaceful and 
happy future for mankind. Allow me to wish you and all the partici- 
pants in the Conference further successes in the common pursuit of 
those noble aims. 


German text in: Neues Deutschland, 16 August 1976. 


From the joint communiqué on the visit of the Chairman 
of the GDR Council of State, Willi Stoph, to the People’s 
Democratic Republic of Yemen 


30 September 1976 


At the invitation of the Chairman of the Presidential Council of the. 
PDRY and Deputy General Secretary of the Central Committee of the 
National Front United Political Organization, Salem Robaya Ali, the 
Chairman of the Council of State of the German Democratic Republic, 
Willi Stoph, member of the Politbureau of the Central Committee of 
the SED, spent from 27 to 30 September 1976 in the People’s Dem- 
ocratic Republic of Yemen on an official visit of friendship. 


In their comments on the international situation both sides took the 
view that as a result of the efforts made by the socialist states and the 
forces of national liberation and peace in the world, noticeable progress 
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had been made in the consolidation of international détente. The 
principles of peaceful coexistence had become the dominant trend 
in the relations between states with different social orders.... 

Both sides declared their support for the struggle of the peoples for 
the elimination of imperialist military bases and for the transformation 
of the Indian Ocean area into a zone of peace. They stress the impor- 
tance of security and peace in this area. At the same time, they condemn 
all activities on the part of imperialism and reaction, which are aimed 
at interfering in the internal affairs of other nations, impairing their 
sovereignty, creating tensions in Asia and threatening the Gulf area. 
They expressed their concern at the imperialist arms build-up in this 
area. 

During the talks both sides expressed high appreciation of the role 
of the United Nations Organization in the struggle for peace and inter- 
national security and reaffirmed that their states would observe the 
principles of the Charter of the United Nations and respect its resolu- 
tions. They expressed the hope that the world organization would con- 
tinue to promote cooperation among states based on equal rights. The 
GDR and the PDRY support the admission of the Socialist Republic 
of Vietnam and the People’s Republic of Angola to the UN. 

Both sides devote particular attention to the dangerous situation in 
the Middle East, which is imperilling world peace. They are of the 
opinion that a just and lasting peace in this area can only be achieved 
by the withdrawal of Israeli troops from all Arab territories occupied 
in 1967 and the implementation of the rights of the Arab people of 
Palestine, including their right to form their own national state. 

Both sides once more assure the Arab people of Palestine, led by their 
legitimate representative, the Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO), 
of their full solidarity with their just struggle against imperialism 
and Zionism.... 

Both sides welcome the victories of the national liberation movements 
in Asia, Africa and Latin America over imperialism, especially the 
victories won by the peoples of Vietnam, Laos, Kampuchea, Angola, 
Mozambique, and the other peoples who have liberated themselves from 
colonialism. They totally reject all forms of imperialist oppression and 
violence and condemn all manifestations of colonialism and neocolonial- 
ism, racial discrimination and apartheid policy. They express their 
sympathy and solidarity with the just struggle of the peoples of Na- 
mibia and Zimbabwe for independence and implementation of their 
right to self-determination and condemn the brutal terror unleashed 
by the racist regime of South Africa. They assure the Chilean people 
of their full support in their struggle against fascist rule. 
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In the course of the talks both sides expressed the view that they 
regard the movement of non-aligned states as a major positive factor in 
world politics. They paid tribute to the contribution of the Fifth Summit 
Conference of Heads of State and Government of the Non-aligned 
countries in Colombo to the struggle for peace and security, national 
independence and social progress and stress that it is in the interests of 
the comprehensive implementation of these decisions to strengthen 
cooperation between the socialist and non-aligned countries still 
further. 

Both sides are agreed that the positive changes in the world also favour 
the struggle of the developing countries for liberation from imperialist 
exploitation and neo-colonialist practices and for the establishment of 
international economic relations based on equal rights. The GDR and 
the PDRY want to see all states free to dispose of their own natural 
resources as they wish, and reaffirm the legitimate right of peoples 
to choose their own path of social development. 


German text in: Neues Deutschland, 1 October 1976. 


From the joint communiqué on the visit of the Chairman 
of the GDR Council of State, Willi Stoph, to the Demo- 
cratic Republic of Somalia 


3 October 1976 


At the invitation of the President of the Democratic Republic of 
Somalia, Mohamed Siad Barre, the Chairman of the Council of State 
of the German Democratic Republic, Willi Stoph, spent from 30 Septem- 
ber to 3 October 1976 in the Democratic Republic of Somalia on an 
official visit of friendship. The visit symbolizes the friendly relations 
and close cooperation between the GDR and the DRS. It testifies to the 
firm determination of both states to consolidate and develop these 
relations further for the benefit of both peoples. 


... The President of the DRS congratulated the Party and State leader- 
ship and all the working people of the GDR on their significant achieve- 
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ments in the creation of an advanced socialist society and wished them 
further great successes in carrying out the decisions adopted by the 
Ninth Congress of the SED. Mohamed Siad Barre gave thanks for the 
support shown the DRS in the process of revolutionary transformation 
by the SED and the Government and people of the GDR. He expressed 
his high regard for the constructive policy of peace pursued by the 
GDR and for its anti-imperialist solidarity with all peoples fighting 
for national and social liberation. 

During the talks, which took place in an atmosphere of friendship and 
mutual understanding, Mohamed Siad Barre acquainted his distin- 
guished guest with various aspects of the historical development of 
Somalia. He informed him about the negative repercussions from the 
period of colonialism, which led to the people’s revolution of 21 October 
1969. He described the founding of the Somali Revolutionary Socialist 
Party, its Programme and its resolutions as a historic step in the direc- 
tion of the country’s rapid progress and rapid development. Proceeding 
from the existing state of the Somali nation, the President gave an 
account of the results achieved since the adoption of scientific socialism 
and explained the experiences gained by the revolutionary government 
in building up a progressive and just social system in Somalia. 

In the name of the Party and State leadership Willi Stoph congratulated 
the leadership and people of the Democratic Republic of Somalia on 
their significant successes in the consolidation of their independence 
and the development of a new life. He paid tribute to the founding 
of the Somali Revolutionary Socialist Party as an important decision 
for the further socio-economic transformation of the country and for 
the welfare of the Somali people. He wished the friendly DRS great 
successes in the implementation of the goals set at the founding con- 
gress of the SRSP. 

Both sides noted with satisfaction that there was a harmony of views 
in the assessment of fundamental international issues. They welcomed 
the successes won by the socialist states and the progressive forces 
throughout the world in the struggle for peace, security and inter- 
national détente and declared their intention of working actively for 
the further improvement of the international climate as well as for the 
implementation of the policy of peaceful coexistence. The two sides 
agreed that détente had become a dominant trend in international 
affairs, and that it was necessary in the interests of peace and social 
progress to make it irreversible and, with the aim of enhancing its 
effectiveness—taking into account the striving of the developing coun- 
tries for peace and a new international economic order—to extend it to 
all parts of the world. They expressed their conviction that more 
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favourable international conditions had been created for the national 
and social liberation struggle of the peoples. Neither side overlooks 
the fact that the enemies of peace and national liberation are intensify- 
ing their activities and both underline the necessity of not relaxing 
vigilance. ... 

Both sides condemn every kind of imperialist policy of aggression and 
demand a political solution of all conflicts in the interests of peace 
and the right of peoples to self-determination. They recognize the sacred 
right of peoples to defend themselves against imperialist aggression, to 
fight with all the means at their disposal for their national and social 
liberation and to decide their own fate. 

The two partners consider it necessary to overcome the form of inter- 
national division of labour created by imperialism, which serves neo- 
colonial exploitation. They reject discrimination and artificial obstacles 
in international trade, inequality, dictates and exploitation in inter- 
national economic relations. Both sides expressed the view that all pro- 
gressive forces should direct their efforts to the realization of the 
important documents adopted by the VI special session of the UN 
General Assembly. This would be a decisive contribution to the crea- 
tion of a new and just international economic order. They stressed 
that the creation of such an order requires the participation of all states 
in the solution of the principal international problems and the elimina- 
tion of relations of inequality and imperialist oppression, just as it re- 
quires the rapid elimination of underdevelopment and the bridging of 
the gaps in economic development among the countries of the world 
by the promotion of the industrial development of the developing 
countries. 

Both sides agreed that the elimination of the final remnants of the 
imperialist colonial system and the inhuman rule of racist regimes 
is one of the most urgent requirements of our time. They noted that 
peace and security remain threatened as long as colonial exploitation 
and racist oppression continue to exist and peoples, particularly those 
of southern Africa, are denied the basic human right of liberating them- 
selves from imperialist exploitation and oppression and deciding on 
their own path of development. In assessing the present situation on 
the African continent, they greeted with satisfaction the triumph of the 
liberation forces in Mozambique, Angola, Guinea-Bissau, the Cape 
Verde Islands, and Sio Tomé and Principe over Portuguese colonialism, 
and the independence of these countries. 

The attainment of independence for these and other countries requires 
even greater common action on the part of the African and socialist 
countries as well as of all peace-loving and progressive forces in the 
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world with the aim of contributing to the further advance of the natian- 
al liberation movement. 

Both sides condemn the apartheid policy of the South African régime, 
by which millions of Africans are inhumanly oppressed and which 
violates human dignity. Those imperialist circles which grant the South 
African régime moral and material support, which deliver strategic 
weapons to it and facilitate its access to nuclear weapons, are invited 
to end this cooperation. 

Both sides expressed their concern at the continuing illegal occupation 
of Namibia by South Africa, which creates a danger to peace and 
security. They declared themselves in favour of acts of international 
solidarity and demand the unconditional ending of the policy of apart- 
heid and racism in the Republic of South Africa, the latter’s immediate 
withdrawal from Namibia as well as the unconditional transfer of all 
power to the people of Zimbabwe. 

They condemn the intrigues of imperialist circles which support the 
racist régimes through so-called mediations and plans. The true aims 
of these machinations consist in hindering the national liberation 
struggle, fomenting differences among the independent African states 
in their efforts to get rid of the racist régimes, maintaining military- 
strategic and economic positions in this region, and creating puppet 
regimes in southern Africa. They called upon the forces of national 
liberation of Zimbabwe to unite to put an end to the illegal rule of the 
minority régime. As a peaceful solution to the problem is impeded by 
the stubborn attitude of the minority racist régime, both sides reaffirm 
the necessity of realizing the provisions of the Mogadishu Declara- 
tion. 

Both sides noted that so-called French Somaliland is one of the last 
bastions of colonial rule in Africa and demanded immediate uncondi- 
tional independence for the people living there. 

Both sides expressed their grave concern at the continuing conflict and 
tensions in the Middle East. They reaffirmed that the only way to a 
lasting solution is a comprehensive settlement, including Israel’s com- 
plete withdrawal from all territories occupied in 1967. They noted that 
the safeguarding of the national rights of the Arab people of Palestine 
is an important factor for a lasting and peaceful solution of the Middle 
East problem. The GDR and the DRS demand that an immediate end 
be put to the armed conflict in Lebanon, that the attempts to liquidate 
the Palestinian people cease, and that the crisis in Lebanon should 
be solved peacefully without interference by external forces. 

In the interests of world peace and security both sides are for the 
dismantling of all foreign military bases in the Indian Ocean region. 
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They resolutely condemn the establishment of a military base on the 
island of Diego Garcia. They support the proposal for transforming the 
Indian Ocean into a peace zone. 

The GDR and the Democratic Republic of Somalia proceed from the 
assumption that the states which pursue a policy of non-alignment 
represent an important factor in world politics and contribute in an im- 
portant measure to the universal struggle for peace and security 
among nations. Both sides paid tribute to the anti-imperialist resolu- 
tions adopted at the Fifth Summit Conference of Non-Aligned States in 
Colombo as contributing to the struggle for peace, security and national 
independence and against imperialist exploitation and oppression. They 
declare their solidarity with the just struggle of the oppressed peoples 
of so-called French Somaliland, of Zimbabwe, Namibia and South 
Africa for self-determination, freedom and national independence and 
call upon all the world’s progressive forces to step up their support 
for the just cause of these peoples. 

The GDR and the Democratic Republic of Somalia attach great impor- 
tance to the role of the UN in maintaining peace and security as well 
as in promoting a fruitful constructive cooperation among states. They 
declare their intention to support the further strengthening of the UN 
and its specialized agencies as well as the enhancement of its effectiv- 
eness, so that it may correspond even more to the needs of the inter- 
national community. 

Both sides expressed their deep satisfaction at the results of the visit. 
The friendly exchange of opinions and the results achieved constitute 
a new, important contribution to the further deepening of the friendship 
and fruitful cooperation between the GDR and the Democratic Republic 
of Somalia. They expressed themselves in favour of continuing the 
exchange of views and consultations at a high level. 

The Chairman of the Council of State of the GDR thanked the Presi- 
dent, the leading personalities and the people of the Democratic Repub- 
lic of Somalia for the cordial hospitality accorded to him and his 
party. 

The Chairman of the Council of State of the GDR, acting in the name 
of the General Secretary of the Central Committee of the SED, Erich 
Honecker, and in his own name, invited the General Secretary of the 
Somali Socialist Revolutionary Party and President of the Democratic 
Republic of Somalia, Mohamed Siad Barre, to pay an official visit to 
the GDR. The invitation was accepted with thanks. 


German text in: Neues Deutschland, 5 October 1976. 
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From the speech given by the Minister of Foreign Affairs 
of the GDR, Oskar Fischer, at the XXXI session of the UN 
General Assembly 


4 October 1976 


The German Democratic Republic notes with satisfaction that political 
détente continues to make progress as the dominant trend in inter- 
national affairs. Peaceful cooperation for mutual benefit is an objective 
for which there is growing commitment. 

In Europe, the Conference on Security and Cooperation has had a 
tangible effect on the relationship between states and peoples. 

In Asia, the endeavour to achieve greater security has increased in 
strength due to the successful liberation struggle of the peoples, above 
all those of Indochina. Further strongholds of colonialism collapsed 
during the last year. The people of Angola have liberated themselves. 
The struggle for equitable international economic relations is rapidly 
gaining momentum. 


The German Democratic Republic, Mr. President, allies itself with all 
those who strive to liberate mankind for ever from the scourge of war. 
War must no longer be a means of settling international issues. 
Profound changes in the world have created conditions in which it is 
possible to banish aggression and the use of force for ever from rela- 
tions among states. A world treaty on the non-use of force is imperative 
now. Single-minded action to implement the Soviet proposal made to 
this effect would be highly appropriate to extend détente to the world 
at large. 

Such a significant move would have a beneficial effect on the inter- 
national atmosphere as well as on the solution of questions of disarma- 
ment, both conventional and nuclear. As a matter of course, renuncia- 
tion of force would in no way impair the inalienable right of peoples 
to resist national oppression and exploitation and to enforce their 
right to self-determination. In addition, it would render imperialist ag- 
gression and intervention much more difficult and would help to 
eliminate them finally. 

This initiative is one of truly historic dimensions. There was a time 
when those in power arrogated to themselves the jus ad bellum, the 
right to go to war. The Great October Socialist Revolution rendered it 
ineffective with the Decree on Peace, and as a result of the Second 
World War the peoples fighting against fascism made sure that it was 
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outlawed worldwide. And now we are faced with the noble task of 
making the non-use of force in international relations an inviolable, 
sacred law. 


It is with satisfaction that the German Democratic Republic takes note 
of mounting efforts to strengthen regional security in Asia. It regards 
lasting, good-neighbourly relations among states as an important 
prerequisite for converting Asia into a continent of peace and coopera- 
tion, and it welcomes what has been accomplished along these lines 
on the Indian subcontinent. 

The founding of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam has an extremely 
favourable effect on cooperation among the states of this region. Hence 
we expressly demand the admission of the Socialist Republic of Viet- 
nam to the United Nations. Vietnam’s membership on an equal footing 
would not only accord with the Charter; it would indeed enhance 
the authority of the world organization. 

We express our solidarity with the demand recently supported by the 
Conference of Colombo that foreign troops along with their nuclear 
weapons be withdrawn from South Korea, The German Democratic 
Republic considers the implementation of the relevant resolution of 
the XXX session of the United Nations General Assembly to be 
imperative. 

A task of great urgency is the removal of imperialist military bases 
in various parts of the world. Their very existence threatens peace, 
particularly in the regions concerned. We support those states which 
want to see a zone of peace established in the area of the Indian Ocean 
and, consequently, call for the dismantling of foreign military bases. 
The German Democratic Republic expresses its deep concern about 
the aggravating situation in the Middle East. We share the view 
expressed by many states that, in the interests of international security, 
a political settlement of this problem is necessary and, so we believe, 
possible. The precondition is Israel’s complete withdrawal from all 
territories occupied since 1967, the fulfilment of the legitimate national 
rights of the Arab people of Palestine, including the right to establish 
a state of their own, the establishment of international guarantees for 
the security and for the inviolability of the frontiers of all states in the 
Middle East as well as assurances for the right to independent exist- 
ence and development. 


In Africa, the struggle for the elimination of the remaining strongholds 
of colonial exploitation and racist suppression has grown in strength. 


Denying the right of peoples to self-determination in southern Africa 
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affects security, both regional and international. South Africa has 
become a source of war. Increasing domestic terrorism combines with 
constant aggression against free African states. 

But in defiance of repeated condemnation of the racist régimes by the 
Security Council of the United Nations certain circles, only too well 
known to the world, are continuing their political, military and eco- 
nomic collaboration with the Vorster régime and are even dangerously 
extending it to the nuclear field. In the name of the people of the 
German Democratic Republic we protest against the acts of violence 
committed in South Africa against a people that wants, at long last, 
to be free and to determine its own fate. My country will continue to 
extend solidarity and assistance to the efforts of the forces of national 
liberation. The last strongholds of colonialism and racism will collapse. 
The peoples do not accept being deprived any longer of their right to 
self-determination. 

We stand firmly by the side of the free African states in defending 
and consolidating their hard-won independence. Our solidarity is with 
the People’s Republic of Angola with which the German Democratic 
Republic is linked by fraternal bonds. We strongly support Angola’s 
legitimate right to membership in the United Nations. 

The total elimination of colonialism and racism is at the same time 
the condition for many millions of people to exercise their human 
rights. The United Nations has a remarkable record in this regard. 
Its Charter declares peace and the right of peoples to self-determina- 
tion to be the organization’s main concerns. On the basis of respect 
for equal rights and sovereignty, the precept of non-interference, 
and the right to self-determination, it strives for a _ state of 
stability and welfare for all peoples. This provides the framework 
for the international protection of human rights. And with this in 
mind the United Nations has defined the suppression of massive viola- 
tions of human rights as an area of international cooperation. 

But certain quarters under pretexts that are all too flimsy are out 
to turn the instrument for the protection of humanity created with the 
Charter of the United Nations into something totally different. They 
seek to establish so-called supranational institutions. The intention is 
always the same: to pave the way for interference in the affairs of other 
states and to call into question their personal and territorial sovereignty. 
But it is on record to what an appalling extent these very circles, 
contrary to the resolutions of the General Assembly and the Security 
Council of the United Nations, support the régime of apartheid in 
South Africa in the political, economic, scientific, technological, finan- 
cial and even military fields. 
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Nobody can, for instance, relieve a state of its responsibility for ensu- 
ring that its citizens enjoy the right to work and education and to live 
in secure social conditions, that men and women alike are assured 
of equal rights in all spheres of public life, that so-called guest workers 
are not subjected to any discrimination and that nobody is exposed to 
political witch-hunting and barred from certain occupations. 

We extend solidarity to the peoples in southern Africa in their struggle 
for national self-determination. We vigorously urge the restoration of 
human rights which are being violated on a massive scale by reactionary 
and fascist regimes. In Chile, thousands of dedicated democrats have 
vanished without a trace behind prison walls and in concentration 
camps. The world has a right to know about their fate. 

We demand the immediate release of Luis Corvalan and all other 
political prisoners. 

There can be no doubt that one of the areas of world-wide cooperation 
vital to mankind is the development of marine resources. The United 
Nations Conference on the Law of the Sea, to which the German Dem- 
ocratic Republic is a party, is called upon to work out regulations 
acceptable to all sides for a rational use of the riches of the sea. The 
German Democratic Republic expresses its willingness to cooperate 
in mutual accord with all the states participating in the Conference in 
order to achieve this aim. Owing to changes in international life and 
the degree reached in political détente, many peoples have been able 
in the last few decades to win their political independence. Now they 
are striving for economic independence and the elimination of all forms 
of neo-colonialist exploitation. 

The VI and VII special sessions of the United Nations General 
Assembly, the Charter of Economic Rights and Duties of States as well 
as a number of other important international decisions are, not least, 
a reflection of the fact that the Asian, African and Latin American 
countries have become an important and active force in shaping 
truly equitable international economic relations. 

The German Democratic Republic concurs with the statement of 
the Fifth Conference of Heads of State and Government of Non-Aligned 
Countries that one of the major needs of the present time is to change 
international economic relations. They are to be placed on a basis of 
equality and mutual benefit, free from racial discrimination and colo- 
nialist or neo-colonialist exploitation. 

The member states of the Council for Mutual Economic Assistance 
support the developing countries in their struggle for economic inde- 
pendence. 

The German Democratic Republic sees détente and development not 
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as mutually exclusive alternatives, but as interrelated aspects of the 
drive towards human progress, which is taking place for everyone to 
see in the world of today. 


Foreign Affairs Bulletin, No. 31, 22 October 1976, pp. 237—240. 


Message of the solidarity committees of the socialist states 
to the peoples of South Africa 


7 October 1976 


We, the representatives of the solidarity committees of the socialist 
countries, convey our fraternal greetings to the peoples of South Africa, 
Namibia and Zimbabwe, who under the leadership of their tried and 
tested vanguards—the African National Congress of South Africa, the 
South West African People’s Organization and the African National 
Council of Zimbabwe—are conducting a brave struggle for freedom 
and equal rights. 

The struggle of the patriots of southern Africa against the racist 
régimes enjoys the unaltered support of the peoples of the socialist 
countries, who stand in the foremost ranks of the international soli- 
darity movement and resolutely support the dismantling of the last 
bulwarks of imperialism and colonialism on the African continent. The 
bonds of friendship and solidarity, which have joined the peoples of 
our countries together for many years, have been cemented by the 
common struggle for common aims and are a pledge for the attainment 
of victory, for the complete and final liberation of the African continent, 
for the triumph of the ideas for which Africa’s best sons and daughters 
have given their lives. 

We, the representatives of public opinion in the socialist countries, 
condemn the anti-popular régimes which are still persisting in South 
Africa and Zimbabwe and the occupation of Namibia by the racists, 
which is tolerated and directly supported by the imperialist countries. 
We condemn the policy of Bantustanization being carried out by the 
government of South Africa and protest resolutely against the mass 
shootings, repressions and persecution of the patriots of South Africa. 
We demand the immediate release of the political prisoners languishing 
in the jails of the racists. 
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In the name of public opinion in the socialist countries we call upon 
the international governmental and non-governmental organizations to 
take energetic measures for the complete isolation of the racist régimes 
of the Republic of South Africa and Rhodesia in the international arena 
and thereby contribute to the elimination of the racial discrimination 
practised by the apartheid system and to the restoration of freedom 
and human dignity. 

We call upon world opinion to develop more intensively the movement 
of solidarity with the struggle of the peoples of South Africa, Namibia 
and Zimbabwe for freedom, and extend every kind of assistance to 
the ANC of South Africa, SWAPO of Namibia and the ANC of Zim- 
babwe. 

In expressing our solidarity with the patriots of South Africa, we wish 
you, dear friends, new successes in your just struggle and assure you 
once more that in your struggle you can continue to count on the full 
support of public opinion in the socialist countries. 

Long live the solidarity between the peoples of the socialist countries 
and those of southern Africa! 


German text in: Solidaritit, pub. by the Solidarity Committee of the GDR, 
issue for November, 1976. 


Speech given by Ambassador Peter Florin, Deputy Minister 
of Foreign Affairs and Permanent Representative of the 
GDR at the United Nations, to the UN Security Council on 
the question of Namibia 


13 October 1976 


In the course of the discussions of the item now on the agenda a 
number of honourable speakers recalled, in connection with the con- 
tinuing crimes being committed against the people of Namibia, the 
brutal massacres committed by the German imperialists in the Kaiser’s 
day. 

I may point out that even at that time the representatives of the German 
workers’ movement raised their voices in protest and condemned the 
crimes of the German colonial troops. Today, as a representative of the 
German Democratic Republic, I will not only condemn in the sharpest 
terms the wrong done the people of Namibia in the past, but also 
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emphatically support the accusation of cruel oppression and. mistreat- 
ment of another people levelled against the colonial masters of South 
Africa and their accomplices. 

The people of the GDR have nothing in common with those reactionary 
forces of German origin operating in Namibia, who continue to march 
up and down the Kaiserstrasse in Windhoek and other places named 
after such notorious fascists as Géring and Goebbels, who continue 
to be inspired by Goebbels’ racial discrimination laws and other Nazi 
ideas and even today enjoy consular recognition; the people of the 
GDR attests its solidarity and sympathy with the just and valiant 
struggle of the Namibian people under the leadership of SWAPO 
against the illegal occupation of Namibia by the Republic of South 
Africa and for the implementation of its right to self-determination. 
Reference was repeatedly made in the debate to the fact that the 
Vorster regime stubbornly ignores all resolutions of the Security 
Council on the question of Namibia, has made light of the vague pro- 
mises it occasionally gave here, and continues to occupy Namibia in 
flagrant breach of international law. A similar fate also befell Resolu- 
tion 385 of the Security Council on Namibia, which enjoined Pretoria 
to introduce concrete measures by 31 August this year for the granting 
of complete independence to Namibia. 

It should be remembered that during the last discussion of the Namibia 
question here before this body some members of the Council repeatedly 
recommended that South Africa be given another chance. This chance 
was used by South Africa—how could it be otherwise—not in the 
interests of a strict fulfilment of the UN resolutions, but merely abused 
in order to introduce diversionary manceuvres to win time to uphold 
with new means and methods the structures of racist and neocolonialist 
domination in the last bastions of racism and colonialism in southern 
Africa, including Namibia. 

How these diversionary manceuvres work out in practice, what their 
aims are and by whom they are pursued, was made clear in the speech of 
the honourable Permanent Representative of Mauritius, who also con- 
vincingly analysed the Turnhalle puppet play. 

In the face of the incontrovertible facts one can only agree with the 
honourable Foreign Minister of the United Republic of Tanzania, when 
he said—I quote—“The logical question arises which this Council should 
pose itself: Does not the repeated disregard of the Charter call 
for the question of South Africa’s continued membership in this 
organization to be reconsidered?” 

The arrogance of the South African racists has a wellknown back- 
ground. The profit interests of international monopolies moved the 
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latter’s official representatives to cooperate with Vorster’s apartheid 
régime. It does not bother them that in this case they are dealing with 
a fascist who had to be arrested by the British authorities during the 
Second World War because of his support for Hitler and the racist 
theories of Goebbels. 

In illegally occupied Namibia the black population is being cruelly 
oppressed and exploited. It represents a reservoir of cheap labour for 
the monopolies which are active there. A black worker receives less 
than a tenth of a white worker’s wages. Life expectancy is 35 years. A 
system of ghetto-like police zones has been set up. It has already been 
mentioned here, rightly, that the international monopolies are virtually 
plundering the mineral wealth of Namibia. Decree No.1 of the Council 
for Namibia, which prohibits the looting of these natural resources, is 
being completely ignored. It is all too evident that neither those in 
power in Pretoria nor the imperialist monopolies want to give up 
Namibia as an object of exploitation, and for this reason the people of 
Namibia are to continue to be subjected to South Africa’s colonial 
yoke. 

The Security Council had already, in connection with South Africa’s 
armed aggression against the young People’s Republic of Angola, 
established that Namibia was also being used by South Africa as a 
base for aggression against neighbouring African states. As the presi- 
dent of SWAPO, Mr Nujoma, pointed out at length in his statement 
of 28 September before the Security Council, the expansion of military 
establishments by South African troops in Namibia continues. Recently, 
the press reported the building of a large air base under the codename 
Operation Threshold. This and other South African military bases on 
the territory of Namibia are apostrophized as so-called protection of 
the West’s sea lanes in the South Atlantic. The periodical Jeune Afrique 
reported on plans for a South Atlantic pact to supplement NATO. There 
exist, therefore, particular interests on the part of imperialist circles, 
which determine the policy of western states in relation to the Vorster 
régime in the Namibia question as well, interests which have nothing 
to do with the interests of the African peoples. 

Namibia could have been free and a member of the United Nations 
long ago. 

I can only repeat the words uttered here a while ago by the honourable 
Minister of External Affairs of Mauritius, to the effect that the Namibia 
question is not in fact all that complicated. If the Security Council were 
to decide on the immediate withdrawal of South Africa’s colonial troops 
from Namibia and the immediate transfer of power to SWAPO, the 
sole legitimate representative of the people of Namibia, with the stipula- 
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tion that otherwise all members of the Security Council would break 
off all relations—political, economic and military—with Pretoria—and 
I am convinced that the overwhelming majority of United Nations 
members would follow suit—then South Africa’s ruling circles would 
understand the gravity of the situation. So far, however, all attempts 
in this direction have foundered on the attitude of certain powers, a 
fact which is highly revealing. 

In the general debate of the XXXI session of the United Nations 
General Assembly we heard very fine words. It was said that the 
decisions of the Africans would be respected, but in practice our experi- 
ence has so far been quite different—otherwise the People’s Republic 
of Angola would long ago have been a member of the United Nations, 
for this is undoubtedly a unanimous demand of the African—and not 
only the African—states. One should also desist from attempts to 
intimidate the national liberation movements. He who speaks of fanning 
the flames of war and racial hatred should direct these words not at 
the national liberation movements and those who support them, but 
at the Vorster régime and those who grant it aid. The Vorster régime 
has been waging war against the people of Namibia for decades. This 
war must be stopped. So long as this does not happen, the armed 
struggle of the Namibian people will not only continue, but also 
undoubtedly intensify. The president of SWAPO and the representa- 
tives of African states who have taken the floor here have expressed 
this unequivocally. In so doing they are only showing that they have 
absorbed the lessons of history. 

If today the Pretoria régime and the western circles close to it feel 
themselves forced to begin a diplomatic political game, this is the 
result of the changed constellation of forces in the world and the 
successful struggle of the African peoples and the Namibian people in 
particular. 

A diplomatic political game cannot solve the problems. The president 
of SWAPO has presented to the honourable members of the Security 
Council a detailed programme which is sensible, corresponds to the 
realities, will spare the people of Namibia further suffering and will 
make possible the implementation of its right to self-determination. 
The delegation of the German Democratic Republic gives its most 
emphatic support to this programme. It is now up to the Security 
Council to draw conclusions from the past ten years and from the 
present situation as well as from the emerging shape of things to 
come, and to take the appropriate decisions. 


German text in: Horizont, 1976/46, Supplement. 
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Speech given by Ambassador Peter Florin, Deputy Minister 
of Foreign Affairs and Permanent Representative of the 
GDR at the United Nations, to the XX XI session of the UN 
General Assembly on the policies of apartheid by the Gov- 
ernment of South Africa 


3 November 1976 


The debate on the item on the policies of apartheid of the Govern- 
ment of South Africa has assumed, as one might have expected, the 
character of clearcut condemnation of the fascist régime of Pretoria. 
The policy of apartheid, which has deprived millions of people of their 
most fundamental rights, has meant murder and terror and is a crime 
against humanity. The racist régime of apartheid constitutes a serious 
threat to peace and security. Unfortunately, certain states continue to 
support it, although in words they reject the policy of apartheid. 

The delegation of the German Democratic Republic is of the same 
view as the overwhelming majority of states members of the United Na- 
tions, which at this rostrum have called for an intensification of the 
struggle against apartheid. 

The German Democratic Republic has constantly called for the elimina- 
tion of colonalism and racism and has displayed active solidarity with 
the peoples struggling for the exercise of their right to self-determina- 
tion and independence. The leading force in our society, the Socialist 
Unity Party of Germany, stressed at its Ninth Congress that: “The 
German Democratic Republic will always unreservedly stand by those 
who are struggling against imperialism and colonialism and for national 
liberation in all continents.” The General Secretary of the SED Central 
Committee and recently elected Chairman of the GDR Council of 
State, Erich Honecker, a few days ago once again confirmed this funda- 
mental principle of the foreign policy of our socialist state. 

The Chairman of the Council of Ministers of the German Democratic 
Republic, in his keynote speech on the policy of the Government, which 
was formed after elections to the People’s Chamber of the German 
Democratic Republic on 17 October this year, had this to say: “The 
policy of strengthening and expanding the anti-imperialist alliance with 
the national liberation movements and cooperation with the states of 
Asia, Africa and Latin America which have attained their independence 
is being pursued consistently. We are bound to them by common goals 
and interests in the struggle for peace and against imperialism, colo- 
nialism, racism and apartheid.” 
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The GDR is a member of the Special Committee against Apartheid. 
Its representatives have always been in favour of exposing the apart- 
heid régime, revealing its protectors and intensifying world-wide 
protest against the racist régime of Pretoria and support for the 
national liberation movements of fighting Africa. This is a course which 
we shall continue to follow. 

In the last few weeks and months we have seen in the Western press 
allegations of so-called substantial changes in the policies of the racist 
minority régimes in southern Africa and their mainstay, the apartheid 
régime in Pretoria. Similar statements have also been made in the 
Security Council in the course of the recent debate on Namibia. But 
what is actually happening? 

The oppressive methods of the apartheid régime have become even 
more brutal. The campaign of terror is being stepped up. Bloody 
atrocities are being committed against the people of Soweto, which 
has aroused the indignation of the whole world. The Security Council 
has condemned the actions of the apartheid régime, but this condem- 
nation is still being disregarded by the apartheid régime. The fascist 
nature of that régime is revealing itself more and more openly. 
A number of laws, as is shown by the recent publication of the United 
Nations Centre against Apartheid, have been borrowed directly from 
the arsenal of German fascism. The apartheid régime is at the same 
time stepping up its efforts for the Bantustanization of the country. 
The granting to the Transkai of so-called independence is a demagogic 
manoeuvre on the part of the racists designed to mislead world public 
opinion. This constitutes at the same time a futile attempt to withstand 
the growing resistance inside the country and to overcome the inter- 
national isolation of the apartheid régime. The transforming of the 
so-called reservation into new puppet states which remain entirely 
in the grip of the racists of course changes nothing at all in the system 
of oppression of the people of South Africa. As representatives know, 
the head of the racists, Vorster, stated in The New York Times that 
his Government would continue to prevent the black population 
attaining representation in the leading organs of political life in South 
Africa. So a question arises. Are these the changes promised by Vorster 
in 1974 when he so loudly proclaimed “Give us six months and we will 
surprise the world”. Or one might ask: Are these the changes which 
were proclaimed by certain people to have been the result of the 
intensive conferences which occurred in Zurich and Johannesburg? 
Not confining itself to oppressing the people of South Africa, the 
Vorster régime is displaying even greater ambition for expansion. Abu- 
sing the illegally occupied Territory of Namibia, South African military 
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units, with the support of mercenaries, have carried out armed attacks 
against the young People’s Republic of Angola and the Republic of 
Zambia. The Supplementary Defence Bill of 1976 is an attempt to 
justify in advance the aggressive actions of South Africa, which are 
aimed at the very far north — even as far as the Equator. 

The escalation of terror and aggression is being accompanied by 
stepped-up militarization. Military expenditures are constantly on the 
increase. Western companies are taking a decisive part in the arming 
of the apartheid régim’s army. The imperialist, fascist and racist forces 
believe it to be their task to support the Pretoria militarists. For 
examble, Israel is making new deliveries to the South African navy, 
and officers of the South African navy are taking part in military 
exercises in the Chile of the fascist junta. NATO countries are continuing 
to equip the South African army with weapons and armaments. The 
Western press has reported the granting of licenses for the manu- 
facture ‘of rockets. Those and other facts are contained in the report 
of the Special Committee against Apartheid. This no doubt explains 
why three permanent members of the Security Council are still 
stubbornly opposing an embargo on the delivery of arms to South Africa. 
The report of the Special Committee against Apartheid refers in para- 
graph 249 to a naval communication complex known as the “Advocaat” 
system, at Silvermine, a strategic base, which certain companies such 
as AEG, Siemens and others have grown rich in equipping. One of 
the resolutions of the Conference of Heads of State or Government 
of the Non-Aligned Countries in Colombo describes that base as a 
dangerous source of a far-reaching military threat. 

People have long been aware that the NATO Codification System is 
being used in the arming of the apartheid régime. Nuclear cooperation 
with South Africa on the part of certain Western states increases even 
further the danger emanating from South Africa. Just a few days ago, 
that cooperation was once again categorically condemned in the Fourth 
Committee at this XX XI session of the General Assembly. 

In the light of this, we entirely share the concern expressed by the 
Conference of non-aligned countries in Colombo and support the demand 
that the Security Council immediately impose a binding embargo on 
military supplies to South Africa. One might ask why certain imperia- 
list states and their military organizations are making such efforts to 
strengthen the apartheid régime in Pretoria. It is not difficult to answer 
that question. The large monopolies do not want to stop exploiting 
the people of South Africa and the natural resources of that country; 
they do not want to give up their large profits. Many transnational 
corporations are operating in South Africa. This is reflected, too, in 
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trade statistics. It is no secret which Western countries have the greatest 
economic ties with Pretoria. The British Stock Exchange bulletin, The 
Banker, puplished in London, provides information on this. A Hamburg 
puplication on export questions, Uberseerundschau, stresses in its issue 
on 3 May 1976 that in South Africa not a single foreign corporation 
has been nationalized so far. It states that that is why firms of the 
Federal Republic of Germany are very happy to use South Africa as a 
base for production, marketing and assembling in Africa, and a large 
part of the Western world can use the vast potential of the natural 
resources. 

During this session of the General Assembly certain representatives 
of major Western states or groups of states have made some assertions 
that are certainly not very new or original. They have alleged that 
their Governments are unable to prevent comprehensive, and particu- 
larly economic, cooperation with the apartheid régime and its stillborn 
offspring, the Transkei. Are those Governments really so helpless? 
The People’s Republic of Angola, the People’s Republic of Mozambique 
and other African states, as well as Cuba, Vietnam, the Chile of Salvador 
Allende, the Arab states, and the socialist states, including the GDR, 
can on the basis of their own experience prove the falsity of that 
assertion at any time. 

The Governments of Western states, along with the major monopolies, 
have repeatedly attempted to exert economic pressure on the countries 
I have mentioned. An embargo was placed on a number of goods, and 
blockades were even proclaimed. But we did not hear the allegation 
that trade has nothing whatsoever to do with politics. 

Under international law states bear responsibility for the actions of their 
citizens and organizations on their territory. It is worth reminding the 
Assembly that every state, when it becomes a member of the United 
Nations, in the persons of its duly and properly authorized represen- 
tatives, assumes, in accordance with the United Nations Charter, 
binding obligations that are the basis of our activities as a world 
organization. 

How are we to assess the policy of countries whose representatives talk 
of the need for peaceful solutions while their compatriots, at the same 
time, are providing the racist régime with means whereby that régime 
is attempting to extend its political domination? How long do certain 
states intend to support that régime and supply it with weapons with 
which it can suppress the fight against the violation of the most 
elementary human rights and with which it can commit acts of 
aggression against African states? 

My delegation holds the same view as many other delegations that 
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have spoken here, that those states which support South Africa and 
cooperate with it and profit from the policy of apartheid share respon- 
sibility for the flagrant and massive violation of human rights and for 
the peace-threatening policy of Pretoria. 

The debate on this agenda item, which is concluding today, has made 
obvious the need for decisive measures to combat the inhumane apart- 
heid régime. We support the appeal to all states to adhere to the Inter- 
national Convention on the Suppression and Punishment of the Crime 
of Apartheid. We are convinced that the world conference on anti- 
apartheid measures to be held next year in Lagos, capital of Nigeria, 
will provide further incentive for the mobilization of world public 
opinion in support of the struggle against apartheid and for the 
isolation of that inhumane régime. In this regard we welcome and 
warmly support the documents produced by the International Seminar 
on the Eradication of Apartheid in Havana, which are reflected in 
the report of the Special Committee against Apartheid to the 
XXXI session of the General Assembly. 

It would no doubt be a vain hope to expect the apartheid régime and 
the political, economic and military groupings which stand behind 
it voluntarily to renounce racist and colonialist oppression and 
exploitation of the people of South Africa. It would also be illusory 
to expect that the representatives of those groupings would seriously 
consider giving up the bases of exploitation and oppression, that is, 
agreeing to change the balance of force and the power structure in 
favour of the peoples of struggling Africa. 

The peoples of the world know that the problems of southern Africa 
can be resolved only by eliminating the apartheid régime and its 
appendage in Salisbury. Resolution 3411 (XXX) outlawed the apartheid 
régime of Pretoria, which still disregards and completely ignores all 
resolutions of the General Assembly of the United Nations. In the 
last few weeks various diplomatic and political manceuvres have been 
attempted in order to help that régime to emerge from the international 
isolation in which it found itself as a result of the efforts of most 
states and the active work of broad sectors of international public 
opinion. The primary purpose of those manceuvres was obviously to 
hold off the inevitable collapse of that régime, to preserve the influence 
of imperialism and thus continue to prevent the peoples of that part 
of the world from determining their own fate by exercising their 
sovereignty. These manceuvres are also designed to divert the attention 
of the peoples of Africa from their interests, to pit them against each 
other and to divide them from their natural allies. These manceuvres 
constitute flagrant intervention in the affairs of the peoples of Africa. 
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We wholeheartedly share the view set forth in the plenary Assembly 
by the Acting President of the African National Congress, Oliver 
Tambo, who stressed: “We assert also our right to determine for 
ourselves the means and methods to use to liberate ourselves and our 
country as well as our right to determine what to do with our 
liberation.” 

In the view of the delegation of the GDR, and on the basis of our own 
experience with German imperialism, there is only one possible answer 
to the apartheid régime and its accomplices, and that is the 
strengthening of the militant alliance of all forces consistently in 
fovour of the exercise of the right of all peoples, including the peoples 
of southern Africa, to self-determination, and in favour of the 
elimination of the apartheid régime. A new balance of forces in the 
international arena is having a favourable effect in southern Africa, 
among other places. And in that part of the world too, in spite of 
the ambitions of the apartheid régime and its supporters, the situation 
has changed. In this regard permit me to express the satisfaction of 
the GDR delegation at the fact that here in the plenary meetings 
of the General Assembly of the United Nations representatives of the 
national liberation movements of South Africa have had an opportunity 
to speak. This represents an important contribution by the world 
organization to the struggle for the elimination of the apartheid racist 
régime. 

We are firmly convinced that Africa will continue to hold the initiative. 
The days of the apartheid régime are numbered. In the world of today 
there is no longer a place for colonialism and racism. Those fighting 
for this new era can always count on the support of the German 
Democratic Republic. 


Archives of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the GDR. 
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From the joint communiqué on the visit paid to the GDR 
by a party and government delegation of the Republic of 
Guinea-Bissau, led by the Deputy General Secretary of the 
African Independence Party of Guinea and the Cape Verde 
Islands (PAIGC) and Chairman of the State Council of the 
Republic of Guinea-Bissau, Luiz Cabral 


18 November 1976 


I, 

At the invitation of the General Secretary of the Central Committee 
of the Socialist Unity Party of Germany and Charmain of the Council 
of State of the German Democratic Republic, Erich Honecker, the 
Deputy General Secretary of the PAIGC and Chairman of the Council 
of State of the Republic of Guinea-Bissau, Luiz Cabral, heading a 
Party and Government delegation, spent from 12 to 18 November 1976 
in the German Democratic Republic on an officical visit of friendship. 


During the talks, which took place in an atmosphere of friendship, 
solidarity and mutual understanding, a complete concordance of views 
on all issues discussed was confirmed. 

The delegation from the Republic of Guinea-Bissau had the opportunity 
during its stay in the German Democratic Republic, in the capital of 
Berlin and in the county of Erfurt, to convince themselves of the firm 
solidarity and friendship of the people of the GDR with the people of 
Guinea-Bissau and all peoples of Africa in their struggle for national 
independence and liberation from imperialist and neo-colonialist 
exploitation and against racism and apartheid. This found its expression 
especially in the delegation’s encounters with the population of the 
GDR and on the occasion of such moving manifestations of friendship 
as the laying of wreaths at the National Memorial on the site of the 
former concentration camp at Buchenwald and at the Memorial to the 
Victims of Fascism and Militarism in Berlin in Unter den Linden, the 
viewing of the state frontier of the GDR at the Brandenburg Gate, 
the friendship rally in the Fritz Heckert College of the Confederation 
of Free German Trade Unions, and the solidarity meeting of the 
National Council of the National Front of the GDR and the Solidarity 
Committee of the GDR. 

During the talks the General Secretary of the Central Committee of 
the Socialist Unity Party of Germany and Chairman of the GDR Council 
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of State, Erich Honecker, reported on the progress made in the creation 
of an advanced socialist society in the GDR and described the élan 
and creativity with which the working people of the GDR are going 
about tackling the new, demanding tasks set by the Ninth Congress 
of the SED. He underlined that the GDR was making an active 
contribution to the implementation of the programme adopted by the 
Twenty-fifth Congress of the CPSU of further struggle for peace and 
international cooperation, for the freedom and independence of 
peoples. 

The Deputy General Secretary of the PAIGC and Chairman of the 
Council of State of the Republic of Guinea-Bissau, Luiz Cabral, 
reported on the efforts being made by the people of Guinea-Bissau to 
overcome the harsh legacy of colonialism and to achieve the socio- 
economic tranformation of the country. He gave particular prominence 
to the first achievements which the working people of the country had 
attained in the development of agriculture, education and health since 
the attainment of independence. 

The Deputy General Secretary of the PAIGC and Chairman of the 
Council of State of the Republic of Guinea-Bissau paid tribute to the 
great achievements of the working people of the GDR in building an 
advanced socialist society and wished them further great successes in 
the implementation of the resolutions of the Ninth Congress of the 
SED. He expressed his high regard for the constructive policy of peace 
pursued by the GDR and for its anti-imperialist solidarity with all 
peoples fighting for national and social liberation. 

In' the name of the party, the people and the Government of the 
Republic of Guinea-Bissau Luiz Cabral expressed his deep appreciation 
of the disinterested assistance in all fields which the SED, the people 
and the Government of the GDR had extended to the PAIGC during 
the hard years of struggle. 

In the name of the SED and the people of the GDR Erich Honecker 
paid tribute to the heroic liberation struggle of the people of Guinea- 
Bissau under the leadership of the African Independence Party of 
Guinea and the Cape Verde Islands. He congratulated the leading 
personalities and the people of Guinea-Bissau on the results they had 
already achieved in the consolidation of independence and in the 
country’s political and economic development, and wished the PAIGC 
great success in its approaching congress. 

Erich Honecker and Luiz Cabral noted with satisfaction that the 
relations of friendship and cooperation between the German Democratic 
Republic and the Republic of Guinea-Bissau, which grew up in the 
years of the self-sacrificing struggle of the people of Guinea-Bissau 
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against colonial oppression and for the country’s freedom and 
independence, were today entering a new stage in their development. 
The foundation of these relations and the guarantee of their fruitful 
development are the faithfulness of both countries to the ideals of 
peace, anti-imperialist solidarity, and the social progress of peoples. 
The two sides discussed the further development of solidarity and 
mutually advantageous cooperation. To this end a consular agreement, 
a legal aid agreement, an agreement on scientific and technological 
cooperation, a skeleton trade agreement and a cultural agreement were 
signed. Over and above this they expressed their common wish to 
expand cooperation in other fields. 


II. 

The situation on the African continent was the object of an extensive 
exchange of opinions. Erich Honecker and Luiz Cabral underlined the 
historic significance of the victories of the African peoples in the 
struggle for freedom and independence, which have been achieved with 
the help and support of the socialist countries and the progressive 
forces of the whole world. 

The victory of the peoples of Guinea-Bissau, the Cape Verde Islands, 
Mozambique, Angola and Sado Tomé and Principe in the struggle for 
their national independence was a decisive step towards the complete 
and final extirpation of colonialism and racism on African soil. Both 
sides are agreed that even closer relations of friendship and cooperation 
between the African states and the socialist countries is an important 
factor for the consolidation of the independence of these states and 
contributes decisively to the creation of favourable conditions for the 
complete liberation of Africa. 

The German Democratic Republic and the Republic of Guinea-Bissau 
declared their resolute support for the struggle waged by the peoples 
of Zimbabwe, Namibia and the Republic of South Africa for their 
liberation and national independence. They demand the immediate, 
unconditional ending of the policy of racism and _ apartheid 
in the Republic of South Africa, the immediate ending of the illegal 
occupation of Namibia, and the unconditional handing over of power 
to the people of Zimbabwe. 

Both sides support the strict fulfilment of the UN resolutions and the 
application of sanctions against the South African régime as envisaged 
in these resolutions. They condemn the manceuvres of imperialism and 
the racists, which are aimed at prolonging racist oppression and colonial 
exploitation. They energetically support the condemnation, recently 
passed with an overwhelming majority at the XXXI session of the 
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United Nations General Assembly, of those states which continue to 
extend comprehensive assistance to the racist régimes in the Republic 
of South Africa and in Zimbabwe. 


ITI. 

With deep satisfaction Erich Honecker and Luiz Cabral noted that 
agreement exists between the German Democratic Republic and the 
Republic of Guinea-Bissau in the assessment of the fundamental 
questions of the international situation. 

Both sides are agreed that détente and the implementation of the 
principles of peaceful coexistence between states with different social 
orders has become the dominant trend in the present development of 
the international political scene. Further deepening détente, making 
this process irreversible, and extending it to all areas of the world 
correspond to the most fundamental interests of all peoples and create 
favourable conditions for the further development of the national 
liberation struggle. 

Erich Honecker and Luiz Cabral stressed the great importance of the 
Final Act of the Conference on Security and Cooperation in Europe. 
The implementation of the principles and decisions agreed upon in Hel- 
sinki by all participants in this conference will exercise a favourable 
influence on the maintenance of world peace. 

The GDR and the Republic of Guinea-Bissau regard disarmament and 
the struggle to end the arms race and to bring about arms limitation 
as one of the crucial problems of the present day. The GDR and the 
Republic of Guinea-Bissau support the draft presented by the USSR 
at the XXXI session of the United Nations General Assembly for the 
conclusion of a world-wide treaty on the renunciation of force in inter- 
national relations. The principle of the nun-use of force in internatio- 
nal relations does not of course impair the legitimate right of oppressed 
and enslaved peoples to fight for their national liberation with all the 
means at their disposal. 

Both sides expressed their grave concern at the increasingly dangerous 
situation in the Middle East. They underlined that a political solution 
of the conflict is urgently required and demand the immediate with- 
drawal of Israeli troops from all Arab territories occupied in 1967 as 
well as the implementation of the legitimate rights of the Arab people 
of Palestine in accordance with the just demands of the Palestine Libe- 
ration Organization (PLO). The GDR and the Republic of Guinea-Bissau 
are for an immediate end to the conflict in Lebanon without outside 
interference, with the independence, sovereignty and territorial inte- 
grity of Lebanon being guaranteed. 
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They declared themselves in favour of the strict observation of the prin- 
ciples and aims of the United Nations Charter. They expressed their 
expectation that the world organization would continue to be conducive 
to peaceful and equal cooperation between states, and demand the ad- 
mission of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam and the People’s Republic 
of Angola to the United Nations Organization. 

Both sides pointed out the great importance of the struggle of the 
world’s progressive forces for the elimination of all forms of inequality, 
discrimination and exploitation in international economic relations and 
support the efforts of the developing countries to liberate themselves 
from imperialist exploitation and to gain full control over their natural 
resources. They support the demand for a new international economic 
order which will take account of the interests of all nations. 

The GDR and the Republic of Guinea-Bissau are agreed that the policy 
of non-alignment represents an important factor in world affairs and 
renders an important contribution to the general struggle for peace and 
international security. 

In this connection they paid tribute to the resolutions of the Fifth Sum- 
mit Conference of Non-aligned States in Colombo, which were directed 
at the safeguarding of peace and the independence of peoples from 
imperialist exploitation and oppression, and stressed that it was in the 
spirit of the comprehensive realization of these resolutions to deepen 
the cooperation between the socialist and the non-aligned states. 


IV. 

Both sides express their deep satisfaction at the results of the visit and 
reaffirm their intention to improve and expand their relations on a long- 
term basis to mutual advantage. They express their conviction that Luiz 
Cabral’s stay in the GDR will exert a positive influence on the consoli- 
dation of friendship and the development of cooperation between both 
parties, peoples and states. 


German text in: Neues Deutschland, 19 November 1976. 
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From the declaration issued by the meeting of the Political 
Consultative Committee of the signatory states of the War- 
saw Treaty in Bucharest 


27/28 November 1976* 


II, 

To stop the arms race and carry out disarmament, in the first place 
nuclear disarmament, and to remove the threat of a new world war, 
are the most important and urgent tasks of our time. Without this it is 
impossible to make the positive tendencies in the development of in- 
ternational relations truly irreversible or to ensure genuine security in 
the world. 

The signatory states of the Warsaw Treaty share the concern of the 
peoples over the continuation of the arms race, which is assuming ever 
greater dimensions. Immeasurable resources are being spent on prepa- 
rations for war, and the destructive power of weapons of mass annihi- 
lation is increasing. The most powerful arsenal of sophisticated arma- 
ments, including nuclear weapons and forces, has been concentrated 
on the European continent, and the existence of foreign military bases 
continues. 

The peoples must clearly see that the responsibility for all this rests 
with the most aggressive elements of imperialism and world reaction, 
whose policy spurs on the arms race. If our countries have to take steps 
to strengthen their armed forces, diverting urgently needed resources 
from our national economies, from the work of socialist and communist 
construction, they do this exclusively in the interests of the reliable de- 
fence of the peaceful labour of our peoples and to restrain the forces 
of militarism and war. 


V. 

The delegations of the People’s Republic of Bulgaria, the Hungarian 
People’s Republic, the German Democratic Republic, the Polish People’s 
Republic, the Socialist Republic of Romania, the Union of Soviet So- 
cialist Republics and the Czechoslovak Socialist Republic also held an 
exchange of opinions on other international questions of common in- 
terest. 

They welcomed the historic victories of the peoples of Indochina. The 
participants in the meeting express their satisfaction with the fact that 
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united socialist Vietnam, together with the other fraternal states, is 
making an important contribution to the struggle of peoples for free- 
dom and independence on the Asian continent and in the whole world. 
They welcome the establishment of the Lao People’s Democratic Re- 
public which has started laying the foundations of a socialist society, as 
well as the establishment of Democratic Kampuchea. 

The states represented at the meeting support the course of the Dem- 
ocratic People’s Republic of Korea, which is directed towards a peace- 
ful democratic reunification of the country without any kind of outside 
interference, and the demand for the withdrawal of all foreign troops 
from South Korea. 

The participants in the meeting emphasize the firm intention of their 
countries to continue developing multi-faceted cooperation and com- 
radely collaboration with the young states of socialist orientation. Re- 
gardless of all the possible differences in the choice of forms in build- 
ing a new society, the socialist countries and the states with a socialist 
orientation are natural allies in the struggle for peace and international 
security. The increasing weight of the developing countries of Asia, 
Africa and Latin America in international affairs is noted with satis- 
faction. The Fifth Conference of Heads of State and Government of the 
Non-aligned Countries in Colombo once more demonstrated their posi- 
tive role in international life. The states represented at the meeting are 
firmly resolved to intensify cooperation with these countries in the 
struggle against imperialism, colonialism and neo-colonialism, for the 
strengthening of national independence, for peace and social progress. 
The states represented at the meeting reaffirm their support for the 
struggle of the Arab states and peoples for a just political settlement of 
the Middle East conflict. They are agreed that such a settlement re- 
quires the withdrawal of all Israeli troops from the Arab territories occu- 
pied in 1967, the implementation of the inalienable rights of the Arab 
people of Palestine, including the right to form their own state, the 
guaranteeing of the right to an independent existence for all states par- 
ticipating in the conflict, including Israel, as well as the ending of the 
state of war between the Arab states concerned and Israel. These ques- 
tions must figure on the agenda of the Geneva conference on peace in 
the Middle East, which should be resumed in the immediate future with 
the participation of the Palestine Liberation Organization. The Middle 
East conflict can and must be settled. This is required by the interests 
of all people in the area and by the interests of world peace. 

The participants in the meeting strongly urge the immediate normali- 
zation of the situation in Lebanon and a peaceful solution to all the in- 
ternal problems of their country by the Lebanese themselves without 
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any outside interference and with due consideration for the legitimate 
rights and interests of the Palestine resistance movement, as represen- 
ted by the Palestine Liberation Organization. 

Speaking on behalf of their states and people they reaffirm their readi- 
ness to continue giving aid and support to the peoples of Zimbabwe, 
Namibia and South Africa in their sacrificial struggle against the racist 
régimes, apartheid and neo-colonialist plots, for the implementation of 
UN resolutions on the elimination of colonialism and racism. 

Together with all the progressive forces of mankind, the socialist states 
raise their voices in support of the Chilean people’s heroic struggle for 
the restoration of the constitutional order in Chile, for the release of 
that outstanding son of the Chilean people, Luis Corvalan, and the other 
political prisoners. 

The participants in the meeting pay tribute to the great role of the in- 
ternational working-class movement and all social forces in the struggle 
for peace and international security. They reaffirm their readiness to 
cooperate with all progressive and democratic movements and with all 
peace-loving forces for the sake of ensuring a lasting peace in Europe 
and the whole world. 


German text in: Neues Deutschland, 27—28 November 1976. 


Statement made by GDR representative Heinz Knobbe in 
the Fourth Committee of the XXXI session of the UN Gene- 
ral Assembly, concerning the question of Namibia 


29 November 1976 


My delegation, like the majority of delegations, holds the view that 
the immediate handing over of power from the South African authori- 
ties to the people of Namibia and its only lawful representative, 
SWAPO, is on the agenda. We fully back SWAPO’s justified demands 
that the Vorster régime withdraw its troops from Namibia, release the 
Namibian political prisoners, respect the territorial integrity of Nami- 
bia, and, in particular, recognize SWAPO as the legitimate represen- 
tative of the Namibian people. There is no doubt that as a result of 
many years of consistent struggle for the right of the Namibian people 
to seli-determination, SWAPO has won the recognition of all fighters 
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against imperialism, colonialism and racism. Proof of this are also the 
decisions of the United Nations and the Organization of African Unity. 
There can and there will be no going back from these decisions. 
SWAPO, through its President Sam Nujoma has repeatedly stated its 
preparedness to enter into negotiations with the Government of South 
Africa. It goes without saying that such negotiations cannot mean a 
repetition of the Turnhalle talks nor the application of the so-called 
Rhodesian formula the chief purpose of which is to maintain, under 
the cover of handing over power to the black majority, the positions of 
the racists and transnational corporations, and to postpone decision 
of the question of transferring the political power to the true represen- 
tatives of the people. The delaying tactics practised by the proponents 
of that formula and of its Namibian offshoot, the Windhoek Turnhalle, 
their intention to divide the liberation movements in southern Africa 
and to divert attention from the key questions at stake are too transpa- 
rent a manoeuvre not to be seen through by the African peoples and 
their governments. The African peoples and their governments will not 
allow themselves to be misled by the well-known imperialist policy of 
playing off one side against the other, which has found a new form in 
the step-by-step policy. The struggle in Namibia cannot be separated 
from the struggle against the Vorster régime and the Smith régime. 
Only in the light of that shall we find an answer as to who impedes the 
exercising of the right to self-determination of the Namibian people and 
the handing over of power to SWAPO, and as to what are the reasons 
of that obstruction. The recent debates on Namibia in the Security 
Council and on the policy of apartheid of South Africa in the plenary 
session of the UN General Assembly have been highly revealing in this 
respect. Like all states which are interested in seeing peace on the Afri- 
can continent safeguarded and the remnants of colonialism and racism 
eliminated, my country expected the Security Council to adopt effective 
measures against the apartheid régime in South Africa which has con- 
tinued its illegal occupation of Namibia to this day. Addressing the 
members of the Security Council, the Permanent Representative of the 
GDR said in the debate: ,,Now it is for the Security Council to draw 
conclusions from the past ten years, and from the prevailing situation 
as well as from the outline of the future that may already be seen, and 
to adopt appropriate decisions.“ 

The outcome is well known. The position of those who prevented the 
adoption of sanctions in the Security Council cannot be characterized 
otherwise but as a misuse of the veto right, contrary to the United Na- 
tions Charter and the interests of the African peoples. What is more, 
that attitude is approval of and encouragement for the Vorster régime 
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and its policy of colonialism and racism, it aims at perpetuating South 
Africa’s illegal occupation of Namibia, and is another attempt to pre- 
vent the people of Namibia from achieving freedom and independence. 
This open commitment cannot be played down by the arguments of 
those who claim that substantial changes towards a peaceful solution 
of the question of Namibia had come about and that the independence 
of the country was imminent. To support this, even the so-called con- 
stitutional conference of Windhoek, that stillborn child of the Vorster 
régime, was cited as principal evidence. As could be seen from a circular 
that conference was described as a sign of progress. No disturbance of 
the talks, “quiet diplomacy“, constructive approach, and the Govern- 
ment in Pretoria will soon display the necessary sense of realism— 
these were the slogans put forward as appeasement and as justification 
for further delay. 

The question may be allowed where is the progress so loudly proclaimed 
and what are the changes in the policy of the apartheid régime? None 
of the demands contained in Security Council Resolution 385 of 
30 January 1976 has been answered, much less fulfilled, by Pretoria; 
the “Bantustanization” is continued; the repressive measures against 
the people of Namibia are growing; Namibia’s mineral resources con- 
tinue to be exploited by transnational corporations; Namibia is in- 
creasingly turned into a military base against Angola and the other 
African neighbouring states. 

Despite all attempts to disguise the real situation everyone can clearly 
see today that without the collaboration, direct or indirect, of certain 
Western powers with the South African apartheid régime, Pretoria 
would have had to end its illegal presence in Namibia a long time ago. 
While, on the one hand, those states declare they are not supplying arms 
to South Africa, they vote, on the other hand, against resolutions call- 
ing for an arms embargo. What is the logic of that? We can only agree 
with what the distinguished representative of Sweden stated in the 
security Council on 19 October this year: 

“All members of the United Nations claim to observe a voluntary arms 
embargo, and it is therefore difficult to see how anyone could be nega- 
tively affected by transforming that embargo into a mandatory arms 
embargo.” 

The question arises as to what are the reasons underlying such a policy 
of double-dealing. Is one principal reason not the fact that South Afri- 
ca’s military potential has been included into NATO planning? 

It is on record that South Africa has established several military bases 
and airfields in Namibia and that it has stationed there some 15,000 sol- 
diers, especially on the frontiers with the neighbouring states of Angola, 
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Zambia and Botswana. The exploitation of Namibia’s vast resources is 
a major source for South Africa’s policy of armament and aggression. 
It was from Namibia where aggression against Angola started. Even if 
some do not want to admit it, it remains a fact that the occupation of 
Namibia constitutes a situation threatening peace and security on the 
African continent. Anyone who fails to recognize this can only wish to 
prevent the adoption and implementation of effective measures against 
South Africa pursuant to Chapter VII of the Charter. 

What kind of policy is this where anti-racism and opposition to apart- 
heid are displayed on the one hand, and no decisive step towards imple- 
mentation of the United Nations resolutions on Namibia is taken, on 
the other. Such states pretend they would not encourage investments in 
South Africa and Namibia, but at the same time they detract from this 
declaration of intent by arguing that, on account of their system of “free 
market economy”, they could do nothing against the economic coope- 
ration of companies of their countries with South Africa, or against 
their engagement in Namibia. 

Many developing countries, and also the socialist states, including the 
GDR, have made experiences rather different from that. In their case 
the governments and monopolies of Western countries did find ways 
and means to exert economic pressure. The embargo policy against 
Cuba is an eloquent example of that. 

Nor is it difficult to answer the question why those states vote against 
resolutions dealing with investments in South Africa and other aspects 
of neo-colonialism. In the light of the interests these countries have in 
Namibia’s economic resources, Journal Sitidafrika issued by the South 
African Embassy in Bonn wrote in No. 4/76: “Just as in connection with 
the discussion on the future of South Africa, it is also essential, in the 
struggle for the future status of South West Africa, to secure immense 
raw material resources for the Western world.” 

As a matter of fact, it is in Namibia where there are the capitalist 
world’s biggest uranium mine—the Réssing mine at Swakopmund—and 
the richest diamond mine, along with vast deposits of copper, zinc, tung- 
sten, silver and other minerals. The present report of the Special Com- 
mittee gives a good idea of that. Namibia is regarded as Africa’s big- 
gest lead producer. In regard to cadmium mining it ranks second, and 
in the case of lithium and vanadium third on the African continent. 
Apart from South African capital, more than 50 per cent of the cap- 
ital invested in Namibia comes from countries like the United States, 
Great Britain, the Federal Republic of Germany and Canada. Industrial 
enterprises and mining companies are financed, among others, by banks 
such as the Commerzbank and the Deutsche Bank. 
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US and British oil companies carry out oil prospecting in the coastal area 
of Namibia. Foreign companies produce today two thirds of Namibia’s 
gross domestic product. As early as 1960, 36 per cent of the gross do- 
mestic product was exported. It is well known which states are South 
Africa’s biggest trading partners today. 

The transnational corporations and the states backing them obviously 
have such substantial interests that they disregard Decree No.1 of the 
Council for Namibia. The situation is exactly as Western papers recent- 
ly wrote, namely that the economic and political boycott imposed by 
the United Nations is officially backed, while at the same time enter- 
prises and companies seek to exploit mineral resources and untertake 
development projects. In this context reference was made to the transfer 
of so-called German cultural property. It is generally known what sort 
of people the approximately 30,800 persons of German origin in Nami- 
bia are. They are mainly large landowners and belong to the most reac- 
tionary circles in Namibia; they still enjoy consular protection and con- 
sider it their cultural heritage to foster the traditions of the old Wilhel- 
minian Kaiserreich and the so-called Third Reich. And it was those 
forces which offered their buildings to the Vorster régime for its ma- 
noeuvres in connection with the so-called constitutional conference. 
What kind of heritage of the past have those in mind who turn to the 
Government of South Africa to make the necessary changes for preser- 
ving that heritage? 

From the day it was founded the GDR has taken a firm stand against 
imperialism and colonialism. The representatives of the revolutionary 
German labour movement, whose traditions are alive in the GDR, al- 
ways raised their voice in protest against the policy of colonial oppres- 
sion and exploitation practised by German imperialism and fascism to- 
wards other nations. It should also be mentioned that the people in the 
GDR have nothing in common with the people of German stock in Na- 
mibia who provide the backbone of the policy of arpartheid in that 
country, with their fascist mentality and with their so-called cultural 
heritage, which continues to bear the imprint of a master race ideology 
inherited from Kaiser Wilhelm’s day. 

The GDR has always supported the just and long struggle of the Nami- 
bian people under the leadership of SWAPO against the South African 
occupants and their backers, for the implementation of its right to self- 
determination, and it will do so also in the future. The GDR also oppo- 
ses the policy of those states which use their bilateral economic relations 
to exert pressure on other countries with regard to important political 
issues. 

My delegation supports the programme outlined by the representative 
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of SWAPO, a programme which is realistic and reflects the aspirations 
for a political and peaceful settlement of the question of Namibia. Those 
who are against the armed struggle of the Namibian people should, first 
of all, cease supporting the apartheid régime. Or can anyone seriously 
expect the Namibian people to remain idle until Pretoria and its allies 
show some readiness one day to grant the right to self-determination? 
The national liberation struggle of the Namibian people is a just 
struggle, and it is the right of the Namibian people to choose them- 
selves the forms of that struggle. This has been confirmed especially 
by the recent experience the peoples of Mozambique.and Angola, Viet- 
nam, Laos and Kampuchea have made in their struggle. 

The delegation of the GDR is convinced that the people of Namibia, in 
alliance with all forces opposing colonialism and neo-colonialism, racism 
and apartheid, will soon be able to exercise its right to self-determina- 
tion. 


Archives of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the GDR. 


Speech given by Ambassador Peter Florin, Deputy Minister 
of Foreign Affairs and Permanent Representative of the 
GDR at the United Nations, to the XX XI session of the UN 
General Assembly concerning the implementation of the 
UN Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colo- 
nial Countries and Peoples 


1 December 1976 


The decision taken at the initiative of the Soviet Union on 14 December 
1960, which was a historic one confirming as it did the right of peoples 
subject to colonial and racist repression to independence and self-deter- 
mination, including their right to a free choice of the way in which they 
should develop, and condemning the enslavement of peoples by other 
states and colonial oppression as incompatible with the Charter of the 
United Nations, remains valid even to the present day since the peoples 
in the southern part of Africa are still suffering under colonial oppres- 
sion and the peoples of smaller territories continue to be unable to 
enjoy their right to self-determination. 
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However, the process of the liberation of peoples from colonialist, racist 
and imperialist oppression is developing continuously. The number of 
member states of the United Nations is growing constantly. The in- 
fluence of those states, which until quite recently were colonies or semi- 
colonies, has considerably increased. These states, together with the 
states of the socialist community and all peace-loving and democratic 
forces, are making an active contribution to the final elimination of 
colonialism, racism and the policy of apartheid. The socialist states, 
which in principle find colonial repression and exploitation abhorrent, 
have always given political, moral and material support to the peoples 
who are subjected to colonial and racist oppression in their just struggle. 
This position was recently confirmed when the head of the Republic 
of Guinea-Bissau visited the German Democratic Republic. Guinea- 
Bissau is a very young state which only achieved independent statehood 
two years ago. The joint communiqué says: “Both sides are agreed 
that even closer relations of friendship and cooperation between the 
African states and the socialist countries is an important factor for the 
consolidation of the independence of these states, and contributes de- 
cisively to the creation of favourable conditions for the complete libe- 
ration of Africa.” 

“The German Democratic Republic and the Republic of Guinea-Bissau 
declared their resolute support for the struggle waged by the peoples 
of Zimbabwe, Namibia and the Republic of South Africa for their libe- 
ration and national independence.” 

The delegation of the German Democratic Republic welcomes with great 
satisfaction the fact that the People’s Republic of Angola has finally 
been able to occupy its rightful place in the United Nations. Under pres- 
sure on the part of progressive world public opinion, the socialist states 
and the non-aligned countries, the forces which attempted to deny the 
people of Angola, who had waged a lengthy and costly struggle against 
Portuguese colonial oppression, the right to decide on their own future, 
were obliged to give up their resistance to the People’s Republic of 
Angola being admitted to membership of the world organization. We 
welcome, then, the youngest member of our organization, the People’s 
Republic of Angola, whose voice sounded so clearly this morning at 
this XX XI session of the General Assembly. 

The imperialist forces are still resisting the idea that the peoples who 
have been subjected to colonial and racist oppression in Namibia, Zim- 
babwe and South Africa, should be able to exercise their right to self- 
determination. Notwithstanding the clear-cut decisions and resolutions 
of the United Nations, certain Western states and transnational corpora- 
tions continue to support the fascist overlords in Pretoria and Salis- 
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bury and are arming these régimes with the most up-to-date means of 
waging war. In this way, they are directly contributing to increasing the 
threat to peace and security which proceeds from these colonial and 
racist régimes in the southern part of Africa. For that reason, in the 
resolutions adopted at the XXXI session of the General Assembly, they 
were namied specifically and censured. Certain representatives of West- 
ern states have claimed that their states are not supplying arms to 
South Africa. However, the reports of the Committee of 24, in docu- 
ment A/31/23, Part IV, of 12 October 1976, provide data on the types of 
weapons of foreign manufacture which have been found in the hands 
of the South African occupying forces in Namibia. Furthermore, one 
wonders why the same representatives of those states persist in voting 
against those decisions and resolutions which call for a mandatory 
embargo on weapons supplies. Are not these the same states which co- 
operatete with the racists and which deny the colonial and oppressed 
peoples their right to use all means in their power to struggle for their 
freedom and independence? To behave in this way means that one is 
directly expressing a preference for the illegal minority régimes. 

The leader of the racists, Mr Smith, according to a communiqué publi- 
shed in the Washington Post, recently stated that he had received a 
promise of new material support from the United States and other 
Western states should the Geneva talks on Zimbabwe fail. At the same 
time, the Western press, as for example the Christian Science Monitor 
of 26 November 1976, published communiqués on the building of new 
installations for the air forces of the racist régime of Southern Rhode- 
sia on the borders of independent African states. 

Stepped-up economic, military and even nuclear cooperation has been 
buttressed by further initiatives in the political area. It is not against 
the racist régimes in Pretoria and Salisbury but rather in agreement 
with them that certain states are trying to save what they think they 
still can save. As demonstrated by the deliberations in the Trusteeship 
Council, the Committee of 24 and the Fourth Committee, certain colo- 
nial powers are setting up further obstacles to hamper the process of 
decolonization for the peoples in small territories. In this connection, 
a prime place is occupied and an important role is played by certain 
military and strategic interests which place themselves above the right 
of colonial peoples and countries to self-determination and indepen- 
dence. In the opinion of my delegation, it is inconsistent with the letter 
and spirit both of the United Nations Charter and of the Declaration 
on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples for 
certain colonial powers to insist on maintaining their military bases, 
even after the national independence of small territories has been estab- 
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lished. Such demands represent far-reaching interference in the exer- 
cise by these oppressed peoples of their right to self-determination and 
a direct infringement of the sovereignty of these new states. 

It is inevitable that, in discussing the state of implementation of resolu- 
tion 1514 (XV), we must deal with neo-colonialist actions, which are be- 
coming more and more frequent. The representative of one of the 
major imperialist powers, in a recent statement, held that the Marxists, 
as he said, had conjured up the spectre of neo-colonialism. 

As you know, neo-colonialist practices are not a product of the imagi- 
nation. This was clearly demonstrated in the discussion on the agenda 
item entitled “Activities of foreign economic and other interests” in 
the Fourth Committee and in the resolution which was adopted under 
that item. The Wall Street Journal of 28 October 1976, stated quite 
bluntly that under the subsoil of the mountains and savannahs of Rho- 
desia, Namibia and the Republic of South Africa are to be found tremen- 
dous stocks of precious natural. resources and that their possible utiliza- 
tion ranges from the manufacture of highly developed electronic com- 
munications devices and weapons up to the production of steel. These 
are precisely the interests which guide certain policies of the imperialists 
when they resort to more subtle means and various stratagems in order 
to use innovative methods to maintain their racist oppression and ex- 
ploitation. Despite resolution A/RES/31/6 K which was recently adopted 
and which demanded that steps should be taken against the continuing 
capital investment in southern Africa, which is the very focus of colo- 
nial and racist repression in that area, the banks of the states members 
of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) are still offering 
credit to Vorster’s régime, and this has been officially reported by none 
other than the organ of the Vorster régime published in Switzerland, 
the South African Panorama. 

The fifth Conference of Heads of State or Government of Non-Aligned 
Countries, in paragraph 28 of its Political Declaration, exposed such ac- 
tivities: 

“The conference noted that the process of decolonization has reached 
its final and decisive phase. Imperialists, however, continue in their 
attempts to devise new methods designed to perpetuate their domina- 
tion and exploitation of peoples. 

Imperialists are reacting to the reverses they have suffered from the 
success of struggle for liberation by a deliberate policy of vicious re- 
pression in those countries over which they still maintain direct control 
in a desperate effort to regain their lost positions and maintain their 
domination.” 

Our African friends, at this time more than any other, have to deal 
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with large-scale neo-colonialist manoeuvres of this kind. Let me recall 
what was stated by the Minister for Foreign Affairs of the People’s 
Republic of Mozambique regarding the designs of imperialist and racist 
forces and their plans to continue to maintain the old structures of 
power and exploitation in Zimbabwe notwithstanding and in the face 
of the interests of the people of that country. Attempts are being made 
to maintain military bases, to impede the right of peoples to manage 
their own natural resources and so on. Many of these states which have 
become liberated and which recently, in a hard and selfless struggle, 
have won their own national independence know from their own ex- 
perience the sort of obstacles which can be erected by those imperialist, 
neo-colonialist forces when those states are choosing the way in which 
they wish to develop. 

The capitalist system engendered colonialism, racism and depredation 
and has practised it for decades, and it is this self-same system that 
also engendered neo-colonialism. 

The exploitation of man by man is alien to socialism. Therefore the 
socialist states are uncompromisingly in favour of the final elimination 
of colonialism in all its manifestations and stand side by side with the 
peoples which are struggling for genuine independence and the right to 
self-determination. The elimination of all vestiges of colonialism and 
racism will further strengthen peace and international security and will 
provide peoples with even more favourable conditions for them to score 
new successes in peaceful construction. The states parties to the Warsaw 
Treaty recently, in a joint declaration of great significance, reaffirmed 
their resolve to strengthen cooperation with the developing countries 
of Asia, Africa and Latin America in their struggle against imperialism, 
colonialism, and neo-colonialism and for the strengthening of their na- 
tional independence and for peace and social progress. 


Archives of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the GDR. 


623 


Joint declaration issued by the Solidarity Committee of the 
GDR, the National Executive of the Confederation of Free 
German Trade Unions, the Central Council of the Free Ger- 
man Youth, the Peace Council of the GDR, the GDR Com- 
mittee for Human Rights and the GDR Committee for the 
Decade of Action to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimi- 
nation on the occasion of the Week of Solidarity with the 
peoples of Africa figthing for national and social liberation 


10 December 1976 


On the occasion of the Week of Solidarity with the Peoples of Africa 
Fighting for National and Social Liberation, the Solidarity Committee 
of the GDR, the National Executive of the Confederation of Free Ger- 
man Trade Unions (FDGB), the National Council of the National Front 
of the GDR, the Central Council of the Free German Youth (FDJ), the 
GDR Peace Council, the League for Friendship Among the Peoples, the 
GDR Committee for Human Rights and the GDR Committee for the 
Decade of Action to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination send 
cordial greetings and expressions of sincere sympathy to all the peoples 
of the African continent in their just struggle for peace, democracy 
and social progress and against imperialism and the remains of colo- 
nialism, against neo-colonialism, racism and apartheid. We assure the 
peoples of Africa and those leading and organizing this struggle of 
our unbreakable anti-imperialist solidarity. 

Far-reaching changes are now taking place on the African continent, 
especially in southern Africa. The strengthening of socialism and the 
policy of détente inspired by the Soviet Union and the other fraternal 
socialist countries have created more favourable conditions for politi- 
cal and social changes in a region hitherto regarded as the undisputed 
domain of imperialism, racism and international monopoly. The col- 
lapse of the last great colonial empire—the Portuguese—and the emer- 
gence of the People’s Republic of Angola and the People’s Republic of 
Mozambique with both regional and international influence has led to 
a tremendous upsurge in the national liberation struggle in southern 
Africa. The racist regimes are now more completely isolated interna- 
tionally and are in the throes of more serious internal and foreign poli- 
tical crisis than ever before. The peoples of the world see more and more 
clearly that any form of colonial dependency or racial oppression what- 
soever has become an historical anachronism. 
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Forced into a defensive position as a result of the increasing successes 
of the liberation movement, the imperialists and racists are doing their 
utmost to preserve their strategic, political and economic interests in 
this region. In their efforts to hold up the national and social liberation 
movement, to separate it from its natural allies—the peoples of the so- 
cialist community of states—they do not hesitate to engage in aggres- 
sion and terror and to exert political and economic pressure. They make 
use of increasingly subtle and underhand means, such as ideological 
subversion, attempts to split the national liberation organizations and 
the setting up of pro-racist puppet states on territories known as Ban- 
tustans, in order to prevent the peoples from asserting their legitimate 
right to freedom and national self-determination. 

Typical of this are the attempts to direct the inevitable changes in south- 
ern Africa, especially in Zimbabwe and Namibia, into neo-colonialist 
channels. 

The working class, the population of the GDR entertain sentiments of 
firm solidarity with the patriots of Soweto, the victims of Rhodesian 
aggression against Mozambique and all those persecuted and imprisoned 
for political reasons by the racist regimes of southern Africa. 

We strongly protest against the repeated gross violations by the racist 
regimes of the most elementary human rights laid down under inter- 
national law. The efforts of the imperialists to maintain a bridgehead 
against the independent progressive states and against the national 
liberation movement will fail in the face of the resistance of the peoples 
of Africa and of the democratic forces in the world. 

This can be seen in the resolution, approved by a big majority in the 
plenary session of the XXXI UN General Assembly, sharply condemn- 
ing collaboration with the racist regimes of southern Africa by the 
NATO states USA, FRG, Britain and France and by Israel, especially 
in the economic, military and nuclear fields. 

True to the principles of proletarian internationalism, the population of 
the GDR will continue, together with the peoples of the fraternal so- 
cialist countries and all progressive forces in the world, to do their ut- 
most to render political, moral and material aid to the just struggle by 
the peoples of southern Africa led by their liberation organizations, the 
African National Congress of South Africa (ANC), the African National 
Council of Zimbabwe (ANC) and the South West African People’s Or- 
ganization in Namibia (SWAPO). They remain absolutely convinced 
that it is the sacred right of the peoples to conduct their struggle for 
national and social liberation with the means they consider appro- 
priate. 
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In the Month of Anti-Imperialist Solidarity, we reiterate our demands, 

in unison with the fighting peoples of Africa, for the following: 

— An immediate end to the policy of apartheid pursued by the racist 
regime in South Africa; speedy release of all political prisoners and 
an end to the fascist terror against the African population of South 
Africa; 

— an immediate and unconditional end to the illegal occupation of 
Namibia by the Republic of South Africa; 

— unconditional transfer of full power to the people of Zimbabwe. 
On the occasion of the Week of Solidarity with the Peoples of Africa 
Fighting for National and Social Liberation, our organizations note 
with profound satisfaction that they have the support of the millions 
in our socialist state. Proletarian internationalism, anti-imperialist so- 
lidarity, are deeply rooted in the hearts of our people. The working 
people, all citizens of the GDR, will continue, under the banner of so- 
cial progress, to do all in their power to contribute to the victory of the 
peoples of Africa. 


GDR Solidarity Committee Archives. 


Statement made by GDR representative Rainer Fritzsche 
in the Fourth Committee of the XXXI session of the UN 
General Assembly on the question of Southern Rhodesia 


16 December 1976 


The XXX session of the General Assembly and the Security Council 
passed clear-cut resolutions and decisions on the question of Southern 
Rhodesia. These resolutions and decisions condemn the illegal minority 
régime and reaffirm the right of the oppressed people of Zimbabwe to 
fight with all the means at their disposal for their freedom and inde- 
pendence. They also call upon Great Britain to fulfil its direct responsi- 
bility as the administering power and to help the people of Zimbabwe 
to accede to independence in accordance with the United Nations Char- 
ter and the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial 
Countries and Peoples. Now as before these demands are of topical 
interest. 

The Smith régime does not show any readiness to fulfil without delay 
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the legitimate demands of the oppressed people of Zimbabwe for inde- 
pendence and self-determination. On the contrary, it responds to the 
mounting resistance of the people against the hated racist régime with 
murder and bloodshed. The régime has become even more aggressive. 
The threat to peace and security in this region and in Africa as a whole 
is growing ever more. Every day the fundamental rights of the oppres- 
sed people are trampled underfoot, Africans are arrested or killed by 
bullets of military and police units or crowded together under degra- 
ding conditions in so-called “protected villages” resembling concentra- 
tion camps. The régime has started to militarize life all over the country. 
Ever greater expenditures are made for the armed forces and the police. 
As can be seen from the report of the Committee of 24 (document A/ 
31/23 part IV), the military expenditures have shown a 2.5fold increase 
since 1970. 

The aggressiveness of the Smith régime is directed, with increased in- 
tensity, against sovereign African neighbouring states, especially against 
the People’s Republic of Mozambique, but also against Zambia and 
Botswana. For several months so-called punitive expeditions, which are 
reminiscent of the “retaliatory acts” of Hitler’s fascist henchmen, have 
raided peaceful villages in the People’s Republic of Mozambique. Hund- 
reds of refugees from Southern Rhodesia were massacred in terror 
bombardments launched by the racists, and peaceful citizens of the 
People’s Republic of Mozambique were killed. Now we learn from the 
Western press that on the border with the African neighbouring states 
new military bases are being built and existing ones extended. 

It is also no secret that the Smith régime, in its cruel oppression of the 
people and in its acts of aggression against neighbouring states, makes 
use of the services of foreign mercenaries from Great Britain, the USA, 
the FRG and South Africa, as follows from the report of the Ad Hoc 
Group of the Committee of 24 (document A/31/23 Add.1). The United 
Nations nas repeatedly condemned the evil practice of deploying mer- 
cenaries. The example of Angola has shown that the struggle for free- 
dom and independence cannot be halted by these notorious war crimi- 
nals, 

The permanent violations of human rights and the practices, contrary 
to international law, of the illegal régime which came to power by a 
coup d’etat, show that the racists’ peace-threatening rule in Southern 
Rhodesia has become an ever more urgent problem challenging the 
world organization. 

The Smith régime can afford to ignore the United Nations resolutions 
because it receives more or less open support from racist and imperialist 
circles. The South African apartheid régime which itself is in the dock 
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because of its dangerous racist policy and the continued illegal occupation 
of Namibia, is now as before the main pillar of the Smith clique. In 
this connection the Ad Hoc Group of the Committee of 24 stated in its 
report (document A/31/32 Add. 1): “As is clear from the testimony given 
and as indicated in the report of the Ad Hoc Group, the illegal régime 
continues to receive all types of support from the minority régime in 
Pretoria, which it uses in the maintenance of its illegal and repressive 
rule ... It is quite clear that it is South Africa’s support which sustains 
the illegal minority régime.” 

According to the International Herald Tribune of 10 November 1976, 
Vorster declared in an interview given to the American television that 
his government would not take any boycott measures against or close 
the borders with Southern Rhodesia, whatever happened in Geneva. He 
indicated that his policy also included the supply of arms and ammuni- 
tion via South Africa or from South Africa. 

It would be wrong, however, to blame only the South African apart- 
heid régime for the permanent violations of the sanctions imposed by 
the United Nations Security Council. Imperialist monopolies draw tre- 
mendous profits from business with the racists of Southern Rhodesia. 
Also those Western countries which were denounced by name in reso- 
lution A/RES/31/7 of 9 November 1976 for their continued collaboration 
with the régime in Pretoria help to support and maintain the illegal 
white minority régime in Southern Rhodesia by backing the apartheid 
régime in South Africa. The Wall Street Journal openly stated on 28 No- 
vember 1976 that the significance southern Africa had for the trade and 
the interests of the United States by far exceeded normal standards. 
Contrary to repeated promises made by high-ranking persons the so- 
called Byrd Amendment has not yet been repealed, and the United Sta- 
tes continue to import chromium from Southern Rhodesia. It is the mi- 
litary, strategic, political and economic interests of certain Western 
states that encouraged Smith to declare cynically in March this year: 
“I don’t believe in black majority rule ever in Rhodesia ... not in 
1,000 years.” 

But the balance of forces in southern Africa is more and more changing 
to the disadvantage of the racist rulers. The resistance of the peoples of 
Zimbabwe, Namibia and South Africa against the white racists is grow- 
ing. Smith gets more and more isolated. This is also recognized by those 
who support him. Therefore, they try to maintain the old structures of 
domination, colonial and racist oppression and exploitation by using 
more flexible methods and, by neo-colonialist machinations. What is at 
stake in Southern Rhodesia is the immediate granting of independence 
on the basis of majority rule, and, as has been repeatedly stressed by re- 
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presentatives of the people of Zimbabwe, not the acceptance of a so- 
called package deal. Using various manoeuvres, the racist circles around 
Smith and their backers try to gain time to maintain the political and 
economic positions of the racists and imperialists in that part of Africa. 
But the interests of the people of Zimbabwe are incompatible with the 
racist attitude of the Smith clique. In this connection I would like to 
refer to the position of such representatives of the fighting people of 
Zimbabwe as the forces rallied in the Patriotic Front around Jushua 
Nkomo and Robert Mugabe, who demand “that any interim government 
that would prepare for Rhodesia’s independence under majority rule 
should be controlled by the liberation movement”, 

The people of Zimbabwe, the peoples of Africa and all progressive forces 
will not be misled by neo-colonialist manoeuvres. The delegation of the 
German Democratic Republic fully support the statement made by the 
Presidents of the five so-called frontline states on 6 November 1976: 
“Coming at the same time as imperialism is speaking about a peaceful 
settlement, the present escalation in attacks and provocations unmasks 
the true imperialist intentions of gaining time to consolidate the white 
racist régimes and divert our attention from the main issue, which is 
majority rule and independence now.” 

To achieve this aim it is necessary, as the distinguished Permanent Re- 
presentative of Tanzania, Ambassador S. A. Salim, stated in the plenary 
session on 29 November 1976 and as was also said by representatives of 
other African states, that Great Britan should assume the responsibility 
required to force the illegal racist minority régime to hand over power 
to the people. The delegation of the German Democratic Republic holds 
that the United Nations should intensify the sanctions against the Smith 
régime and that all states must consistently comply with these decisions 
as is called for in the United Nations Charter, until the just struggle of 
the people of Zimbabwe for independence is crowned by success. There- 
fore, it is necessary for our Committee to adopt resolutions containing 
clear-cut tasks to further isolate the racists and support the struggle of 
the people of Zimbabwe in order to help bring about an immediate so- 
lution. The Committee of 24.must be given a clear mandate along these 
lines, 

The core of the questions is the immediate granting of independence on 
the basis of majority rule. It is the duty of our organization untiringly 
to work for this aim. 


Archives of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the GDR. 
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Report of the GDR on assistance given to the oppressed 
peoples under the colonial and racist regimes in southern 
Africa, addressed to UN Secretary-General Dr Kurt Wald- 
heim’ 


December 1976 


1. The German Democratic Republic along with the other states of the 
socialist community considers the active solidarity with the peoples 
fighting for national independence, self-determination and social pro- 
gress an unalterable principle of its foreign policy. Accordingly, the 
German Democratic Republic has always condemned all forms of colo- 
nialism, neo-colonialism and racism and has given political, moral and 
material assistance to the colonially and racially oppressed peoples and 
their national liberation movements and will continue to do so. The 
people of the German Democratic Republic consider this solidarity and 
assistance an internationalistic duty. The Ninth Congress of the Socialist 
Unity Party of Germany which ended recently has reaffirmed this 
position in an appeal for solidarity which says: ,,The terror used by the 
racist tyrants against the peoples of the Republic of South Africa, 
Zimbabwe and Namibia is a challenge to all progressives throughout 
the world... We angrily condemn the policies of the racists and the 
imperialists who give them support.” 


2. The German Democratic Republic stands resolutely for the implemen- 
tation of all decisions and resolutions of the United Nations Organization 
which are directed against colonialism, racism and the policy of apart- 
heid, particularly of the “Declaration on the Granting of Independence 
to Colonial Countries and Peoples’’. It strictly adheres to these decisions 
and resolutions. The GDR was amongst the first states to ratify the Inter- 
national Convention on the Suppression and Punishment of the Crime of 
Apartheid. The GDR does not maintain any political, diplomatic, eco- 
nomic or other relations with the racist regimes in southern Africa nor 
is it represented there by third states. On the other hand, the German 
Democratic Republic has friendly relations with the national liberation 
movements ANC (South Africa), ANC (Zimbabwe) and SWAPO. In the 
UN Special Committee against Apartheid the GDR supports the fight 
to end the policy of apartheid which violates international law and 
endangers peace. The people and the Government of the German Demo- 


1 The reference is to the UN Secretary-General’s Note GISO 214 (118-1) of 
29 April 1976. 
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cratic Republic are indignant at the recent massacres committed by the 
racist regime in South Africa. The mass murder in Soweto is an 
abominable crime. In a statement by the Minister of Foreign Affairs 
made on 23 June 1976 on behalf of the Council of Ministers of the 
German Democratic Republic it is said: “The Government of the Ger- 
man Democratic Republic records its full concurrence with the resolu- 
tion of the United Nations Security Council dated 19 June 1976 in which 
those excesses in the Republic of South Africa are strongly condemned 
and the legitimacy of the struggle waged by the South African people 
for the elimination of apartheid and racial discrimination is recognized.” 
The enactment of new terror laws and the brutal measures of oppression 
against the African population are accompanied by intensified armament 
and attacks on peaceful villages in the People’s Republic of Mozambique 
and the People’s Republic of Angola. The fascist and aggressive nature 
of the racist regimes is becoming more and more evident. In the light 
of this development application of the measures as envisaged in Chap- 
ter VII of the UN Charter is urgently required. Those governments 
which give political, economic and military support to the regime in 
Pretoria and even cooperate with it in the atomic field take a heavy 
responsibility upon themselves. 


3. The German Democratic Republic was one of the first states to 
recognize in international law the People’s Republic of Angola, the 
People’s Republic of Mozambique, Guinea-Bissau, the Republic of Cape 
Verde, Sio Tomé and Principe after the elimination of Portuguese 
colonial rule. At present, the German Democratic Republic assists these 
States in strengthening their independence and in overcoming the 
colonial heritage. Goods that are needed urgently are being sent to the 
People’s Republic of Angola, the People’s Republic of Mozambique and 
to Guinea-Bissau; assistance was and is given in training national 
cadres; economic cooperation is being developed under long-term agree- 
ments. 


4, Support to the peoples of South Africa, Zimbabwe and Namibia and 
to their national liberation movements is rendered in many forms by 
the people of the German Democratic Republic. Special mention must 
be made of the relief measures of the Solidarity Committee of the 
GDR. Every year the “Week of Solidarity with the Peoples of Africa” 
is an important highlight. During that week where many events and 
gatherings take place the people express their solidarity and raise funds 
which are used, for example, 

— to finance, print and distribute periodicals of the natjonal liberation 
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movements, such as SECHABA, documentations on Namibia, Zim- 
babwe Review; 

— to finance, print and distribute information material, documentations 
etc. of the liberation movements; 

— to train and qualify cadres of the national liberation movements; 

— to provide medical treatment for wounded liberation fighters; 

— to give material assistance to the national liberation movements by 
supplying food, medicaments, dressing material, clothes, medical and 
technical equipment, tents, beds, blankets etc. 


5. The GDR Committee for the Decade for Action to Combat Racism 
and Racial Discrimination which was founded in 1974 also makes an 
important contribution in giving political and moral support to the 
peoples in southern Africa. With its assistance, for instance, a scientific 
conference with international participation was held at the Humboldt 
University in Berlin on the subject “The imperialist nature of racism 
in southern Africa’. The conference met with great interest and became 
a forum condemning the crimes and inhuman acts committed by the 
racists in southern Africa in flagrant violation of international law. At 
its 4th Session the GDR Committee made a declaration on the occassion 
of South African Freedom Day on 26 June 1976. In this declaration the 
Committee demands the immediate cessation of the racist terror in 
South Africa and freedom for all racially and colonially oppressed 
peoples in southern Africa. 


6. The mass media of the German Democratic Republic make a great 
contribution to strengthening international solidarity with all peoples 
fighting for their freedom and independence. The people of the GDR 
are being kept informed in detail by the press, radio and television 
about the crimes committed by the racist regimes and about the grow- 
ing liberation struggle of the oppressed peoples under the leadership 
of their national liberation movements. In 1976, for instance, the follow- 
ing films were shown by GDR television: 

— “The forgotten colony” (Namibia) 

— “If they find me I don’t cry” (Namibia) 

— “Children from the Zambezi river” (Mozambique) 

— “Vitoria a certa” (Angola) 

The German Democratic Republic will continue to firmly side with 
the oppressed peoples in their fight for national and social liberation 
and work actively in the United Nations Organization for the enforce- 
ment of its declared aims. 


Archives of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the GDR. 
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Statement made by GDR representative Prof. Horst Hei- 
ninger in the meeting of the Inter-governmental Working 
Group of the UN Commission on Transnational Corpora- 
tions on the subject of working out a code of conduct for 
transnational corporations 


11 January 1977 


With the first session of the inter-governmental working group the 
work of the Commission on Transnational Corporations enters an im- 
portant stage. At its second session in Lima the Commission requested 
its inter-governmental working group to prepare an annotated outline 
for the code of conduct on transnational corporations and to submit it 
to the Commission at its third session. 

My delegation would like to express its opinion that the papers prepared 
by the Center on TNC’s can be considered a valuable support for the 
deliberations of our working group. We would like to express our full 
appreciation for the work done by the director and the staff of the 
Center. 

In the view of the German Democratic Republic the work of the inter- 
governmental working group should be directed to the elaboration of 
such proposals for a code of conduct the aim of which is the restriction 
of the negative effects of transnational corporations on international 
relations and on national sovereignty, economic and political independ- 
ence and socio-economic progress of states. 

Defining our point of view on this issue we wish to underline, above 
all, that there is a close interrelationship between further progress in 
the process of détente and international security on the one hand, and 
effective steps to restrict the negative role of transnational corporations 
on the other. Progress in détente will bring about more favourable 
conditions for the elimination of colonial and racial suppression and 
neo-colonialist exploitation, of all forms of discrimination and of the 
violation of sovereignty of states in international economic relations. 
And conversely, effective steps against the harmful practices of trans- 
national corporations will encourage the positive development of inter- 
national relations. 

It is the view of the German Democratic Republic that the success of 
the working group will substantially contribute to the intensification 
of international economic relations on the basis of full equality and 
mutual benefit. 
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Submitting its view on the elaboration of a code of conduct for trans- 
national corporations in its reply to the note of the Secretary-General, 
the Government of the German Democratic Republic has stressed that 
the first step should be directed towards the determination of clear 
priorities for such a code. In this connection I would like to refer to the 
summary of these proposals contained in Doc. E/C/.10/19. 

In my statement I would like to explain this point of view regarding 

the elaboration of an annotated outline more in detail. It is the view 

of my delegation that the decisive aim of such an annotated outline 
and thus also the aim of a code of conduct on TNC’s should consist in 
achieving the restriction of the negative impacts by TNC’s on the 
political and economic development, especially of the developing coun- 
tries. The German Democratic Republic considers the Charter of Eco- 
nomic Rights and Duties of States and the documents of the Sixth 

Special Session of the General Assembly to be fundamental documents 

for the elaboration of an annotated outline. 

My delegation sees the following inalienable demands as general prin- 

ciples for the elaboration of an annotated outline. 

— full and unlimited sovereignty of states over their natural and 
human resources and their economic activities; 

— the right of states to regulate and supervise the activities of TNC’s 
within their national jurisdiction in conformity with their national 
goals and priorities, including the right of states to nationalize prop- 
erty in accordance with their national laws; 

— the respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms and for the 
economic and social identity of states. 

Proceeding from these principles, the annotated outline should contain 

priorities for the elaboration of a code of conduct. In the view of my 

delegation these priorities should lead to a regrouping of the areas of 
concern. 

This regrouping should be based on the proposals contained in the 

Annexes I, II and IV to the Report of the Second Session of the Com- 

mission on TNC initiated by the Group of 77 and a group of Latin 

American states, respectively, and the socialist states. 

My delegation would like to submit a proposal for the regrouping of the 

areas of concern or the main issues, respectively, for a code of conduct. 

We see five main groups of those areas of concern. 

1. Political issues 

In restricting the negative impacts of TNC’s in this field the following 

issues must be given priority: 

— interference in the internal affairs of states; 

— support for racist régimes and the policy of apartheid by TNC’s; 
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— the role of TNC’s as instruments of the foreign policy of the home 
countries’ governments; 

— the negative impact of TNC’s on the social and cultural identity and 
social progress of the host countries. 


2. Bribery and corruptive practices of TNC’s 


3. Economic and commercial issues, especially those relating to devel- 

oping countries 

In the view of my delegation our working group should pay attention, 

first of all, to the restriction of the following negative impacts of TNC’s: 

— violation of the sovereign right of states to full control over their 
natural resources; 

— restrictive business practices; 

— transfer pricing and transfer of profits; 

— problems of transfer of technology; and other issues. 


4. Conditions of labour 

In the view of my delegation two main questions should be considered 

in this connection: 

— the full exercise of trade union rights in the parent companies, 
affiliates and branches of TNC’s; 

— participation of the trade unions in the decision-making process at the 
central level, relating to shifts of production, employment, wages 
standards and other issues affecting the living conditions of the 
workers in the enterprises of TNC’s. 

In this connection my delegation does support the proposals of the 

international trade union organizations, especially the proposals of the 

World Federation of Trade Unions (WFTU), submitted at the second 

session of the Commission on TNC’s and contained in the docu- 

ments E/C.10/NGO/2 and E/G.10/NGO/4, respectively. 


5. Disclosure of information 

My delegation is of the opinion that the first session of the working 
group, first of all, should deal with these priorities for an annotated 
outline. As a main task for the second session of our working group 
we regard the discussion on the problems of the character, coverage, 
comprehensiveness, nature and machinery of the code of conduct on 
TNC’s. 

It is the understanding of my delegation that the elaboration of an 
annotated outline for a code of conduct to be submitted to the third 
session of the Commission on TNC’s involves the formulation of re- 
commendations containing three substantial elements: 
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1. The clear determination of the main task, the general principles, and 
the main documents of the United Nations on which the elaboration 
of a code of conduct on TNC’s should be based. 

2. The heading of the main areas of concern or the main issues, re- 
spectively, of such a code. 

3. The main problems concerning the character, coverage, comprehen- 
siveness, nature and legal form of the code. 

The contents of such an annotated outline can probably consist in 
recommendations to these three main subjects. We have to realize that 
these recommendations will contain agreements as well as several points 
of view not yet agreed upon. The task of the Commission on TNC’s will 
be to give guidance to further work of our working group. 
We have fully in mind that the work of our working group will be 
successful only as the result of profound discussions and a constructive 
approach on the part of all delegations. 
My delegation has tried to explain its point of view relating to the 
first two substantial elements of an annotated outline, and thus to 
contribute to the solution of the complicated tasks before our working 
group. My delegation is ready to participate constructively in the further 
work of our group and to take into account the proposals made by other 
delegations. 

We hope that my delegation has effectively followed your invitation to 

submit practical proposals for the elaboration of an annotated outline 

for the code of conduct on TNC’s. 


Archives of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the GDR. 


Statement made by the General Secretary of the Solidarity 
Committee of the GDR, Kurt Kriiger, on solidarity actions 
of the GDR in 1976 


27. January 1977* 


The solidarity movement in the GDR continued to increase its scope 
in 1976. It became an even stronger political and moral as well as 
material force, which found its expression in the actions of the Party, 
the trade unions, the youth organization and many other public organi- 
zations. Even the youngest threw themselves into it with fervour. In 
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town und country, at meetings and bazaars, in special shifts and 
signature collection campaigns—everywhere fighting Chile, victorious 
Vietnam and brave Angola were present. 

Solidarity in the GDR is not only the policy of the state, it is a matter close 
to the heart of every citizen. The idea of proletarian internationalism 
and solidarity has never been so strong among all classes and strata of 
the people as it is today. The Solidarity Appeal of the Ninth Congress 
of the SED was an occasion for the citizens of the GDR to intensify their 
international assistance campaigns even more. 

The working class is the core of the solidarity movement in the German 
Democratic Republic. Members of the Confederation of Free German 
Trade Unions have raised over the past years more than 900 million 
marks for anti-imperialist solidarity. Cooperative farmers, craftsmen 
and tradesmen have proved their solidarity. Artists and. writers have 
provided evidence of their solidarity with cash donations as well as 
creative works in the spheres of plastic arts, music, film and drama. In 
1976 the journalists of the GDR once again donated a day’s salary and 
in September remitted to the solidarity account the proceeds of a soli- 
darity event that has already become a tradition. These manifold activities 
rose to new heights during the Weeks of Solidarity with the PLO and the 
national-patriotic forces of Lebanon in their struggle, with the peoples 
of Africa fighting for national and social liberation, and with the Chilean 
people. Finally a fitting end to the year was provided by the Nineteenth 
Solidarity Request Concert. 

Looking back on the year 1976 we can state with satisfaction that it was 
the constantly increasing donations that made it possible for the GDR 
Solidarity Committee to render even more comprehensive and effective 
assistance to the peoples of Africa, the Middle East, Indochina and 
Latin America in their struggle against imperialism, exploitation and 
oppression, against racism and colonialism. 

For example, the fraternal Vietnamese people last year received soli- 
darity goods to the value of about 50 million marks. In Hanoi it was 
possible virtually to complete the work of modernizing the Vietnam- 
GDR Friendship Hospital. Since the Paris Agreement on Vietnam 
42 craftsmen’s workshops have been completed, and the building of a 
further 60 by 1980 has been agreed. An orthopaedic centre with the 
capacity to treat over 10,000 patients annually is being built out of 
solidarity donations. In order to help the Vietnamese people now more 
than ever to consolidate the power they have won, an agreement on 
the training of 10,000 workers for skilled jobs by 1980 has been con- 
cluded. At present, there are about 5,000 young Vietnamese doing three- 
year training courses in the GDR. A large part of the 2.5 million marks, 
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for which school equipment and teaching aids were sent to Vietnam in 
1976, were paid into the solidarity account by the Young Pioneer organ- 
ization. 

The sum of five million marks was placed at the disposal of the Laotian 
people for the reconstruction of their country. 

In addition to the regular solidarity actions which have been proceeding 
in a planned fashion for years now, 34 charter planes and seven ships 
last year took solidarity cargoes to African and Middle Eastern countries, 
including Mozambique, Guinea-Bissau, the Cape Verde Islands, the 
People’s Democratic Republic of Yemen, Somalia, Madagascar, Ethiopia 
and the People’s Republic of Congo, as well as to the liberation organi- 
zations engaged in struggle against the racist régimes—ANC in Zim- 
babwe, SWAPO in Namibia and ANC in South Africa. In this case too 
FDGB members, who provided with their monthly contributions to the 
solidarity fund 60 per cent of the total, had the largest share. 

The national liberation organizations of Asia and Africa received medi- 
cines and medical equipment to the value of 22 million marks. With 
medicines, instruments, equipment and ambulances we were able to 
help the People’s Republic of Angola in the building up of a health 
service. Doctors, nurses and other medical personnel are being trained 
in the GDR. Freedom fighters who have been wounded in the fight for 
the independence of their homeland are being nursed back to health in 
GDR hospitals. In 1976 there were 90 FAPLA soldiers from Angola and 
about 100 PLO soldiers among their number. 

The bloody events incited by reaction in Lebanon were an occasion for 
our solidarity with and support of the PLO and the national-patriotic 
forces of Lebanon to be intensified. In the last days of the year the 
eighth special plane to be sent by Interflug took off for Beirut taking 
medicines, vaccines, clothing, blankets and tents to the PLO. Last year 
as usual approximately 100 Palestinian children spent their summer in 
Young Pioneer camps in the GDR. 

These impressive results of the solidarity movement of the GDR prove 
on what fertile ground the Solidarity Appeal of the Ninth SED Congress 
fell. If success was achieved in winning the freedom of the General 
Secretary of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of Chile, 
Luis Corvalan, the population of the GDR, with its militant attitude of 
solidarity, made an important contribution within the framework of the 
world-wide solidarity movement to the release of this great commun- 
ist. 

We are supporting the Chilean patriots in their unrelenting struggle 
against the Pinochet régime. Citizens’ donations totalling 20 million 
marks enabled Chileans who had been released under international 
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pressure from the jails of the fascist régime, to travel to the GDR and 
be provided with all they needed once they got here. At present, there 
are about 1,500 Chileans living in the GDR, and they have the opportun- 
ity of acquiring qualifications or taking up a job here until they return 
to their own country. The patriots of Paraguay and Uruguay, like the 
patriots of Chile, enjoy the full support of the GDR in their just struggle 
against the dictatorial régimes in their countries. 

We can say with justice and pride that the anti-imperialist solidarity 
of the GDR is making an active contribution to the consolidation of the 
world-wide anti-imperialist front of the peoples in the struggle against 
racism, colonialism and neocolonialism, for peace, international security, 
understanding and social progress, and to the consolidation of the al- 
liance between the socialist community of states and the national libera- 
tion movements. 

In 1977 too our comprehensive solidarity goes out to the fraternal 
people of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam, the free peoples of Laos 
and Kampuchea, as well as to the People’s Republic of Angola, the 
People’s Republic of Mozambique and the other emerging states of 
Africa, which are confronted with difficult tasks. Our solidarity also 
goes to the Arab people of Palestine and their sole legitimate repre- 
sentative, the PLO, as well as to the progressive forces in the Middle 
East. We consistently support the implementation of the right to self- 
determination of the peoples of southern Africa, and the immediate 
removal of the racist régimes and all forms of neocolonialism. We shall 
do everything to contribute to exposing the crimes of the Pinochet junta 
and to isolating it until the people of Chile are free. 


German text in: Aussenpolitische Korrespondenz, No.4, 27 January 1977, 
pp. 30/31. 
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Message sent by the General Secretary of the Central Com- 
mittee of the Socialist Unity Party of Germany and Chair- 
man of the GDR Council of State, Erich Honecker, to the 
Chairman of the UN Anti-Apartheid Committee, Leslie O. 
Harriman, on the occasion of the International Day for the 
Elimination of Racial Discrimination 


21 March 1977 


On the occasion of the International Day for the Elimination of Racial 
Discrimination the German Democratic Republic reaffirms its strong 
determination to do all it can to help eliminate racism once and for all 
in all its manifestations. We express our unwavering solidarity with 
the peoples in southern Africa who are fighting with increasing effec- 
tiveness against racist and colonial oppression, for their political and 
social self-determination and for basic human rights. 

The German Democratic Republic stands firmly by the side of the 
African peoples and states which defend themselves against the acts of 
aggression committed by the regimes of Pretoria and Salisbury. With 
abhorrence and indignation the people and Government of the German 
Democratic Republic come out against the terror and the massacres 
perpetrated by the racist regimes which do not stop at murdering 
women and children. 

In a solidarity appeal the Ninth Congress of the Socialist Unity Party 
of Germany in May 1976 condemned the racists’ terrorist rule over the 
peoples of South Africa, Zimbabwe and Namibia as a challenge to all 
progressive mankind, vigorously demanding freedom for all fighters 
against racist and colonialist oppression. 

The right to self-determination of the oppressed and exploitated peoples 
will triumph. The International Day for the Elimination of Racial Dis- 
crimination, however, is an occasion reminding us that great efforts 
are still required to dismantle the last bastions of racism and colonialism 
in southern Africa and to remove the danger to peace emanating from 
them. 

The United Nations Organization makes a significant contribution to- 
wards promoting the struggle of peoples against imperialism. Its resolu- 
tions reflect the growing determination of all people of good will to 
eliminate racial discrimination and oppression wherever they exist. The 
resolutions adopted by the United Nations in respect of South Africa 
must be consistently implemented. What is most urgently needed is a 
complete embargo on all arms supplies. 
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Like many other countries, the German Democratic Republic does not 
maintain any relations with South Africa. It believes that any coopera- 
tion—political, military and economic—with the racist regimes should 
be discontinued for it provides the racist oppressors not only with arms 
but also with considerable funds and resources for their own arma- 
ments. 

Recently, increased attempts have been made to employ neo-colonialist 
methods against the struggle of the national liberation movements. 
The peoples in southern Africa, however, have not only the indispu- 
table right to national independence and freedom bot are also entitled 
to choose without external interference the kind of social and economic 
order in which they want to live. 

I can assure you that the German Democratic Republic, like the other 
socialist states, will continue to make an active contribution towards 
putting an end to racial discrimination, which has caused so much 
suffering to mankind. The German Democratic Republic will always 
be a reliable ally of the peoples fighting for their national and social 
liberation. 


Foreign Affairs Bulletin, No. 10, 5 April 1977, p. 77. 


Speech given by Ambassador Peter Florin, Deputy Minister 
of Foreign Affairs and Permanent Representative of the 
GDR at the United Nations, at the UN Security Council on 
the situation in South Africa 


29 March 1977 


The situation in southern Africa is well known. The representatives of 
the African peoples have described in detail and analysed here in the 
Security Council the situation in that part of the world. World public 
opinion has every reason to be alarmed. The racist régimes in southern 
Africa continue to perpetrate shameful crimes in practising the policy 
of apartheid. It is not simply a question of the violation of the human 
rights of individuals: we are talking about crimes against humanity 
of a kind for which, in their time, the German fascists were rightly 
sentenced to death at Nuremberg. 

The racist régimes of Pretoria and Salisbury are in effect waging a race 
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war against millions of people, taking a heavy toll of lives. They do not 
even stop at the murder of women and children. If those militarists are 
allowed to continue their devilry we will be witnesses of everi more 
terrible crimes. 

It is not a question of whether or not there will be racial war but of 
how to avert an even greater disaster. It is well known too that South 
Africa has perpetrated aggression against neighbouring states, states in 
which people of different races have equal rights. There is justification 
for believing that South Africa is in effect in a state of war with the 
United Nations, because the Government of that state continues its 
occupation of Namibia in defiance of the will of our organization and 
in violation of international law and has forced its inhumane racist 
régime on the population of that part of the world. 

The racist régime of South Africa is daily increasing its armaments. Its 
arms expenditure has risen dramatically in recent years, thanks to the 
financial assistance from imperialist circles and from the international 
institutions under their influence. It is no secret that it was not without 
the assistance of certain NATO circles and the monopolies in their 
countries that the establishment in the Republic of South Africa of the 
largest military and industrial complex on the African continent was 
effected. 

According to statistical data, for each white in South Africa there are 
more than two firearms. Furthermore, the racist régime has heavy and 
super-heavy arms the number of which they intend to increase in the 
future. It is not difficult to guess against whom those weapons are 
aimed. They are aimed against the citizens of their own country who 
do not wish to reconcile themselves, and never will reconcile themselves, 
to oppression and exploitation, and against their peaceful neighbours 
who concentrate their efforts on creating for their peoples a life worthy 
of human beings. 

The very existence of free Angola, where the people govern, is seen 
by the Pretoria racists as a threat to their régime. Therefore they tried 
by force to direct in their own way the development of that former 
Portuguese colony. They have not succeeded in that, and now they are 
arming for an even greater war. 

The apartheid régime in South Africa is a threat to peace and security. 
A dangerous exacerbation of the situation in that region will become 
unavoidable unless serious steps are taken to remove that danger. 

The situation is serious but not hopeless. The situation facing us now 
is different from that which faced us when the United Nations first 
dealt with the crimes of apartheid in South Africa. The 60-year old 
Great October Socialist Revolution which showed all peoples the example 
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of a successful liberation struggle, eliminated, with the exception of a 
few pockets, the old imperialist colonial system, and we are witnesses 
to the successful activities of powerful liberation movements. The 
oppressed and exploited peoples of South Africa are rising up to fight. 
They would be happy if it were possible peacefully to bring about 
thorough-going changes in the situation. The leaders of the liberation 
movements have often tried to achieve a peaceful settlement of the 
conflict, but it was illusory to try verbally to convince Vorster and 
his accomplices of the need to put a halt to the policy of apart- 
heid. 

Only a few weeks ago, in Time magazine, Vorster stated that he was 
not considering granting political rights to the coloured population of 
South Africa. Therefore, the fighters for liberation are forced to have 
recourse to arms. The oppressed people are entitled to wage a liberation 
struggle by all means, including the use of arms, against the armed 
forces of the terrorist régime. Whoever wishes to stop a bloodbath there 
must do everything to speed up the victory of the oppressed fighters. 
It is therefore necessary to-give every possible assistance and support 
to the national liberation movements, and the racist régime should be 
placed in isolation in the most comprehensive meaning of the word. 
The United Nations Charter provides for all necessary measures to be 
taken against a member of the organization which violates the prin- 
ciples of the Charter as flagrantly as does South Africa. 

In his statement on the occasion of the International Day for the Elimi- 
nation of Racial Discrimination, the President of die General Assembly 
stated: 

“Year after year resolutions are adopted by the United Nations and asso- 
ciated organizations calling for concerted action against the régimes that 
practise racial discrimination and apartheid. The world is entitled to 
ask why these resolutions have not been implemented. The answer is 
easy to find. There are still in this world too many nations which pro- 
claim their opposition to apartheid and racial discrimination and unc- 
tuously denounce all acts of racial discrimination, but those very nations 
contrive to give moral and financial support, either surreptitiously or 
with open and contemptuous disdain for world public opinion, to the 
very régime whose policies and practices they pretend to condemn.” 

It is well known which are the states whose Governments act in that 
manner. They are named in resolutions adopted by the General Assembly 
at its XXXI session. They have also been named during the present dis- 
cussion in the Security Council. And they have been named by those 
who are sufficiently familiar with this question. 

Of course, those Governments feel somewhat embarrassed when refe- 
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rence is made to their conduct, and they therefore try verbally to criti- 
cize the policy of apartheid, or they try to atone by making financial 
contributions to one or another assistance fund, or they try to refute 
the accusations in one way or another. 

One fact seems to me very illustrative of what I have been talking about: 
A few weeks ago in Nairobi a conference was held of representatives of 
a so-called Development Service of a certain Western country. The par- 
ticipants in the conference were persons who because of their work in 
various African countries are all well aware of the practice regarding the 
official policy of their Government towards Africa. A resolution adopted 
by the conference states, among other things, that it is extremely diffi- 
cult to defend the policy of the Governments of the participants and 
will continue to be extremely difficult so long as that Government “not 
only tolerates but even supports régimes that economically exploit the 
indigenous population and deprive that population of all its basic human 
rights”. The participants in the conference therefore demanded a review 
of their Government’s policy with regard to South Africa. In particular, 
they demanded the rescinding of cultural agreements with South Africa, 
agreements which, they said, were of benefit only to white South Afri- 
cans and, contrary to international law, were being applied to Namibia. 
They demanded also the closing of the consulate in Namibia, the cessa- 
tion of all cooperation with South Africa, the implementation of a com- 
plete economic boycott of South Africa and the cessation of all visits to 
that country by ministers or military personnel. The details concerning 
that conference can be found in the issue of the Frankfurter Rundschau 
dated 12 March 1977. | 

Indeed, what we require is not words; we require the will to act in re- 
gard to the apartheid régime in South Africa in accordance with the re- 
levant résolutions of the United Nations General Assembly. It is useless 
to start looking for violations of human rights where they do not exist. 
It is useless to try to divert the attention of world public opinion from 
the crimes of the racist régime and those who support it—for, unfortu- 
nately, support is still being given that régime. What is necessary is that 
there be respect for the international Convention on the Elimination and 
Suppression of the Crime of Apartheid and that action in accordance 
with it be taken. 

The German Democratic Republic was one of the first states to sign and 
ratify the foregoing Convention. Subsequently, through the delegation 
of the German Democratic Republic here, it took the necessary initiatives 
at the XXXI session of the General Assembly. 

It is for the United Nations to give special attention to the many fla- 
grant violations of human rights and the threats to the peace that exist 
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in South Africa. It is for the United Nations to take all the necessary 
measures to prevent the prolongation of the situation. Let us not be 
deluded by the manceuvres used by Pretoria and its foreign protectors 
to influence international public opinion. 

The foreign monopolies which obtain profits by exploiting the black wor- 
kers do not wish to give up, and will never voluntarily give up, the 
possibilities that the apartheid régime offers them. In South Africa there 
are more than 500 branches of British monopolies, more than 400 bran- 
ches of monopolies of the Federal Republic of Germany and more than 
350 branches of United States monopolies. 

The Governments of capitalist states have said that they are not able to 
curtail the activities of their monopolies in South Africa. That is only an 
excuse. We have often seen the Governments of those states taking 
economic sanctions as a means of exerting pressure on the progressive 
states. And even today they are practising economic discrimination 
against such states. 

In resolutions of the XXXI session of the General Assembly, a number 
of specific requests are addressed to the Security Council. We unequivo- 
cally support them. First and foremost, we must decide on a complete 
embargo on arms deliveries to South Africa, so that there may be no 
possibility for this inhuman system to become stronger. It is important 
also to cease all cooperation with that régime in regard to nuclear 
energy. 

The German Democratic Republic, like many other states, has no rela- 
tions with South Africa, just as it has no relations with the illegal racist 
régime in Salisbury. It believes, generally speaking, that all political, 
military and economic relations with the racist régime must be severed. 
My delegation supports all the just demands of the African states and 
the black freedom fighters in South Africa that are designed to ensure 
that the people of that state are allowed to exercise their right to self- 
determination. We regard as of great importance unity of action between 
the African states and the liberation movements in regard to the total 
implementation of the resolutions on South Africa and Namibia adopted 
by the General Assembly at its XX XI session. 

As regards the Eastern European socialist states and peoples, in their 
joint statement made in November 1976 their leaders reaffirmed their 
willingness to give continued support and assistance to the peoples of 
Zimbabwe, Namibia and South Africa in their selfless struggle against 
the racist régimes, against apartheid and neo-colonial conspiracies and 
in support of the implementation of the United Nations resolutions cal- 
ling for the elimination of colonialism and racism. 

The General Secretary of. the Central Committee of the Socialist Unity 
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Party of Germany and Chairman of the Council of State of the German 
Democratic Republic, Erich Honecker, stated in his message to the Chair- 
man of the United Nations Special Committee against Apartheid Leslie 
O. Harriman, in connection with the International Day for the Elimina- 
tion of Racial Discrimination: 

“I can assure you that the German Democratic Republic, like the other 
socialist states, will continue to make an active contribution towards put- 
ting an end to racial discrimination, which has caused so much suffering 
to mankind. The German Democratic Republic will always be a reliable 
ally of the peoples fighting for their national and social liberation.” 


Archives of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the GDR. 


From the speech of Kurt Seibt, Chairman of the Central 
Auditing Commission of the Socialist Unity Party of Ger- 
many and President of the Solidarity Committee of the 
GDR, at a session of the Presidium of the Solidarity Com- 
mittee of the GDR 


2 May 1977 


We have summoned today’s enlarged session of the Presidium of the 
Solidarity Committee of the GDR because we consider that the time has 
come to render an account of the results of our work in 1976. At the 
same time, we want to discuss further tasks, the new requirements of in- 
ternational solidarity. 

In the period that has elapsed great successes were achieved in the anti- 
imperialist liberation struggle, which we recall with joy and satisfaction. 
Since then the struggle of the peoples for national and social liberation 
has by no means flagged. On the contrary, it is constantly expanding and 
is reaching new heights in the sixtieth year following the Great October 
Socialist Revolution. The débacle of US imperialism in Vietnam, Laos 
and Kampuchea has given further powerful impulses to the national lib- 
eration movement in Asia, Africa and Latin Amerika. The victories of 
the peoples of Angola, Mozambique and Guinea-Bissau over Portuguese 
colonialism have given an immense lift to the racially still oppressed 
peoples of southern Africa. The progressive development with socialist 
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orientation emerging with increasing clarity in young independent states 
such as the People’s Republic of Congo, Ethiopia, Madagascar, Somalia 
and the People’s Republic of Benin, shows the peoples the way to a 
bright future free from exploitation and oppression. 

To support this development requires a great effort on the part of the 
countries of the socialist community as well as of all the world’s progres- 
sive forces. For we should not overlook the fact that the gains we have 
made are threatened by the attempts of imperialist circles to undo 
them. 

In considering the question of further support for the struggle of the 
peoples for freedom and independence and against imperialist exploita- 
tion and oppression, we proceed from the assumption that if the victory 
of these peoples in the independence struggle is the first step, the second 
and no less decisive step is the consolidation of what has been won. 
Therefore we must continue our political and moral aid and every kind 
of material assistance purposefully, with increased intensity and with 
the highest effectiveness. 

Let me first say something about the solidarity movement in the past 
year. 

We can say with confidence that solidarity became an increasingly strong 
political, moral and material force. It lives in the actions of the party, 
the trade unions, the youth association and all the other public organi- 
zations. Even in the kindergartens the children express themselves in 
their drawings on the theme of solidarity, while Young Pioneers col- 
lect waste material and hold solidarity bazaars. In town and country, 
at protest meetings, special shifts and signature collecting campaigns, 
the idea of proletarian internationalism and anti-imperialist solidarity 
is omnipresent. In trade union elections and at preparations for the Ninth 
FDGB Congress solidarity and the deepening of the idea of solidarity 
play a prominent role. 

Throughout our country it is becoming evident that the Solidarity Ap- 
peal of the Ninth Congress of the Socialist Unity Party was and is an 
occasion for citizens to intensify their internationalist solidarity further. 
The core of the solidarity movement in the GDR is the working class. 
More than 90 per cent of the over 8 million members of the Confedera- 
tion of Free German Trade Unions pay a monthly solidarity contribution. 
This means that the trade union members contribute with their dona- 
tions to the solidarity fund 60 per cent of the total. 

Bourgeois newspapers in the Federal Republic of Germany insidiously 
assert that these contributions are deducted from wages. This has never 
been the case and for us would be simply unthinkable. The German 
working class has practised international solidarity from the moment it 
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emerged as a class. I could produce innumerable examples but shall 
confine myself here to mentioning the support shown for the great strike 
of the English miners and the movement to save Sacco and Vanzetti 
in the twenties. And so, as it did then, the working class today practises 
solidarity in the spirit of the concluding sentence of the Communist Ma- 
nifesto of Marx and Engels: “Workers of the world, unite!” 

The example of the working class is followed by the cooperative farmers. 
At present, well over half a million cooperative farmers are supporting 
the struggle of the peoples for freedom, independence and social progress 
with monthly solidarity contributions. In this the nearly 5,000 solidarity 
action groups play a great role. The Liberal Democratic Party of Ger- 
many (LDPD) and the National Democratic Party of Germany (NDPD) 
announced at their recent party congresses that for their members it 
was a self-evident duty and honour to practise internationalist, anti- 
imperialist solidarity. The Liberal Democrats have responded impres- 
sively to the appeal of the LDPD Central Executive to make a solidarity 
contribution in the period of the party elections and in honour of the 
12th party congress. 870,000 marks was handed over to the Solidarity 
Committee. The National Democratic Party handed over a donation of 
half a million marks to the General Secretary of the Solidarity Com- 
mittee. 

Tradesmen too are practising solidarity with many and varied actions. 
The members of the Chamber of Industry and Commerce of Rostock 
county—to take but one example—have, in response to the Solidarity 
Appeal of the Ninth SED Congress, given the keynote to a solidarity 
campaign for the year 1977 among the tradesmen of the Baltic region 
with their “Appeal for Anti-imperialist Solidarity”. 

The artists and writers of our Republic have made known their solidar- 
ity with cash donations and works of art in the spheres of the plastic 
arts, music, film and drama. From this wealth of output I should like 
to give special mention to the impressive production of the play “The 
Island”, by the South African writer Fugard, in the Deutsches Theater 
in Berlin. 

In the case of most writers in the GDR it has already become a fine tra- 
dition to transfer the royalties for readings from their works to the 
solidarity account. 

In the course of a solidarity campaign which was held in November last 
year within the framework of the Intergrafik 76 Exhibition where 
600 works by artists from 33 countries were on show, 10,000 marks was 
raised for the solidarity fund. 

As they have done for years, journalists in 1976 donated a day’s wages 
on Solidarity Day in September and transferred the proceeds of their al- 
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ready traditional campaign held on the occasion of the anniversary of 
the death of Julius Fuéik to the solidarity account. 

I should also like to note that such highly topical political publications as 
those of Professors Rathmann, Kossok Vogt, Renate Wiinsche and Kra- 
mer, and Drs Babing, Nader and many others, which are directed against 
fascism, neocolonialism and racism, are of great value to our solidarity 
work, 

High donations from all the anti-fascist resistance fighters who were once 
held in Nazi prisons or concentration camps or forced into exile, and 
who have personal experience of the power of international solidarity, 
regularly pass through the District and County Committees of Anti- 
fascist Resistance Fighters of the GDR. 

Nor have the churches stood aloof. Oberlandeskirchenrat von Briick and 
Oberkirchenrat Mrs Loweck donate a substantial sum every year to the 
Solidarity Committee on behalf of the Federation of Evangelical Chur- 
ches in the GDR. 

Highlights of the manifold activities undertaken were—as in every year 
—the Solidarity Weeks with the peoples of Africa fighting for national 
and social liberation, with the struggle of the Palestinian liberation 
movement and with the national-patriotic forces of Lebanon, as well as 
with the Chilean patriots. 

A fitting end to the year 1976‘was provided by the 19th Solidarity Re- 
quest Concert held in December, the month of anti-imperialist solidarity. 
Every year with this concert the National Executive of the Confederation 
of Free German Trade Unions and the broadcasting station “Voice of 
the GDR” call anew for increased solidarity with the peoples of Africa, 
Asia and Latin America, and with the working class in the capitalist 
countries. In request programmes and children’s and youth programmes 
the radio broadcast affirmations of solidarity from millions of working 
people. Special mobile studios travelled the country organizing events to- 
gether with workers in factories, the inhabitants in residential districts 
and with children in schools. These events included solidarity bazaars, 
blood donations and drawing competitions. The last campaign of this 
kind yielded 8.7 million marks—an unprecedented amount. 

Nor are we overlooking the care and devotion with which doctors and 
hospital staff are caring for wounded and sick freedom fighters from 
Asia and Africa. We pay tribute to the many, many initiatives of child- 
ren, young people, soldiers, working people, housewives and pensioners, 
who again and again make a profound impression on us with their sense 
of solidarity. 

Taken together, these uncounted initiatives give rise to a mighty move- 
ment of solidarity, which proves that the entire population of the GDR 
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supports internationalism as an essential feature of the policy of the 
party and the government. 

Of course, it is impossible for me to list all the acts and proofs of soli- 
darity in our Republic. But I should like to take this opportunity to ex- 
press thanks for this truly internationalist attitude of our citizens, which 
also contributes a great deal to raising further the esteem in which our 
Republic is held. And not only by those who are the recipients of our 
solidarity and assistance, but by all progressive people in the world. 

If at our last session of the Presidium we were able to establish that 
donations in 1975 had risen considerably, today I can tell you that the 
contribution to the solidarity fund made by donations from the popula- 
tion since the Ninth SED Congress has grown even more substantially. 
As a result of this extremely gratifying fact the Solidarity Committee 
of the GDR has been able to support the peoples of Africa, the Middle 
East, Indochina and Latin America even more comprehensively and ef- 
fectively in their struggle against imperialism and racism, exploitation 
and oppression, and for national independence and social progress. 
Thus, last year it was possible for us to place at the disposal of the fra- 
ternal Vietnamese people solidarity goods to the value of about 60 mil- 
lion marks. The work of modernizing the Vietnam-GDR Friendship 
Hospital in Hanoi made substantial progress. A total of 48 craftsmen’s 
workshops have been completed to date. School equipment and teaching 
aids to the value of 2.5 million marks were sent to Vietnam last year. 
In order to help consolidate the independence that has been won, an 
agreement on training 10,000 Vietnamese for skilled jobs has been con- 
cluded. For the people of Laos solidarity donations to the value of about 
8 million marks were raised. 

We also supported the countries of Africa and the Middle East, such as 
Angola, Mozambique, Guinea-Bissau, the Cape Verde Islands, the Peo- 
ple’s Republic of Congo, Ethiopia, Madagascar, Somalia and the People’s 
Democratic Republic of Yemen. Nor should we omit to mention our sup- 
port for the PLO. Besides the regular solidarity deliveries, which pro- 
ceeded as planned, an additional 34 charter planes and seven ships with 
solidarity cargoes on board were sent in 1976. 

The liberation organizations in southern Africa also received additional 
solidarity deliveries in support of their just struggle. 

We have continued the increased deliveries this year. In the first few 
months 14 charter planes und two special ships have departed with so- 
lidarity goods aboard. One of the ways in which we are helping the 
newly independent states is with medicines, hospital equipment and 
ambulances for use in building up a system of health care. Medical per- 
sonnel—from doctors to nurses—are being trained in the GDR. Freedom 


650 


fighters who have been wounded in the struggle for the independence 
of their homeland, are being cared for in GDR hospitals. In 1976 these 
included 90 soldiers of the Angolan people’s liberation armed forces 
and about 100 fighters of the Palestine Liberation Organization. In 
February 1977 we took another 55 wounded from Angola. 

Last year we consistently continued with our deliveries to the Middle 
East. With the vaccines, clothing, blankets and tents brought to Beirut in 
eight special Interflug planes, we supported the Palestine Liberation 
Organization and the national-patriotic forces of Lebanon in their 
struggle against the bloody machinations of imperialism and Arab reac- 
tion. We were also able to extend political, moral and material aid to 
the Chilean patriots in their steadfast struggle against the Pinochet 
régime. In the period under review over 20 million marks was used to 
cover the needs of those Chileans whom the Pinochet clique was forced 
to release from its jails under the pressure of world democratic opinion 
and who subsequently came to the GDR. At: present, there are about 
1,500 Chileans living in the GDR, pursuing their occupations. They also 
have the opportunity to add to their qualifications according to their 
desires and abilities. 

So much for examples of our material support. I believe we can be proud 
of these successes. But I also believe that the political situation and the 
tasks it gives rise to necessitate a further development of the solidarity 
movement in our Republic. The crisis of imperialism’s overall relations 
with the newly liberated nations is constantly growing more acute. 
At the same time as the remnants of the colonial system are being eli- 
minated, the system and mechanisms of neo-colonialism are already be- 
ing seriously placed in question. Imperialism is increasingly losing con- 
trol over the production, trade and natural resources of the countries 
of Africa, Asia and Latin America, although the struggle is a bitter one 
involving sudden changes of fortune. 

The counter-attacks of imperialism, which in recent times have gained 
ground in the Middle East as a result of a conspiracy between reactio- 
nary régimes and the USA, as in the case of Egypt, and which are be- 
coming more and more noticeable in the liberated countries of Africa, 
make it urgently necessary for us to consider how we can help more 
effectively. 

In addition there are the difficult economic and social conditions in 
which the new process of construction in the liberated countries is being 
carried on. The former Portuguese colonies, for example, which despite 
the short period of their political independence belong to the most pro- 
gressive countries in Africa, are still suffering heavily from the effects 
of colonial economic mismanagement. The mass withdrawal of special- 


651 


ists and the effects of the colonial war have left a grim legacy. Frequent- 
ly, there is a lack of vitally necessary goods. Some 80 per cent of the 
population are peasants who overwhelmingly use traditional methods of 
production and practise a simple subsistence economy. The working 
class, as in almost all African countries, is as yet little developed. It is 
true that the new states have rich deposits of minerals, but these are 
still hardly exploited. One of the most serious problems consists in the 
lack of trained personnel for state administration and economic man- 
agement. This also explains why even existing industrial capacity is used 
insufficiently or not at all. This problem is further aggravated by wide- 
spread illiteracy. 

Our solidarity must therefore be increasingly directed at helping to 
overcome the difficulties in these countries. For this reason we call upon 
you, dear Presidium members, the Confederation of Free German Trade 
Unions, the Free German Youth, the Women’s Democratic Federation, 
all public organizations and all state institutions, to discuss in their va- 
rious fields of work the political content of our solidarity and to make 
clear the increased demands made of it, in order to achieve an even 
higher contribution to the suppcrt of the national liberation struggle. 
There are more and more people, who have a very high level of under- 
standing of our internationalist class duty, in favour of doing every- 
thing, in close association with the Soviet Union and the other socialist 
countries as well as with all the democratic forces in the world, to sup- 
port with all means the struggle of the peoples of Africa, Asia and Latin 
America against imperialism and aggression, against fascism, colonialism 
and racism, for national liberation and social progress, so that it may 
be crowned with success. A convincing expression of the effectiveness 
of our internationalist solidarity is its visible influence on the further 
alteration of the world constellation of forces in favour of socialism. The 
victory of the peoples of Vietnam, Laos and Kampuchea shattered the 
imperialist plan of rolling back the world socialist system from the Asian 
periphery. 

With the reunification of the country and the proclamation of the so- 
cialist republic, Vietnam has become the world’s third largest socialist 
state. It possesses high revolutionary authority and is an important 
factor of peace and progress in Asia. 

Last year socialist Cuba made further steps towards the consolidation 
of the socialist social order with the referendum on the constitution, the 
elections to the National Assembly, and the creation of new organs of 
government. 

Fidel Castro’s visits to Berlin and Moscow following upon his tour of 
various progressive African states and the content of the friendly talks 
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held with him have proved once again the power of the idea that unites 
us and the strength united action lends us. 

With ever-increasing scope and at an ever-increasing rate national and 
social revolutions are sweeping across the African continent. 

The victories of the people’s liberation forces over Portuguese colonia- 
lism in Angola and Mozambique, in Guinea-Bissau and the Cape Verde 
Islands, and in SAo Tomé and Principe, show a clearly defined progres- 
sive development in the direction of scientific socialism. 

In such countries as the People’s Republic of Congo, Ethiopia, Madagas- 
car, Somalia and the People’s Republic of Benin the social content of 
the national liberation revolutions is being deepened. These revolutio- 
nary successes give new hope and strong impetus to the liberation orga- 
nizations in the last citadels of racism and colonialism in southern Africa 
—in Zimbabwe, Namibia and the Republic of South Africa. There too 
the peoples no longer have any intention of being an object of exploita- 
tion by the international monopolies and to live under the scourge of 
racism. The struggle against racism and apartheid, for the implementa- 
tion of human rights and human dignity is mounting in intensity. The 
South African ANC, the Patriotic Front of Zimbabwe, and SWAPO in 
Namibia harbour no more illusions than we do about the difficulties 
and sacrifices involved in their liberation struggle. But there is one 
thing we are all certain of: from the historical point of view, the days 
of the racist regimes in Rhodesia, Namibia and the Republic of South 
Africa are numbered. Today the barbaric imperialist racist régime and 
those who support it for the sake of gigantic profits stand pilloried be- 
fore the whole world. They stand accused and will be condemned. And 
the altered balance of forces in the world and the liberation struggle of 
the peoples will bring about a situation in which indictment and ver- 
dict will not be without result. 

The Middle East is now as before one of the focal points in the histori- 
cal confrontation between progress and reaction. 

We can say with assurance that imperialism, despite the aggressive wars 
that have taken place, has been unable to restore its earlier dominion. 
It is true that it has become possible for imperialism and Arab reaction, 
by delaying a political solution of the Middle East conflict, to deal heavy 
blows to the liberation movement by unleashing a bloody civil war in 
Lebanon. But they have been unable to achieve their aim of physically 
destroying the Palestinian Liberation Organization in the face of world- 
wide anti-imperialist solidarity. On the contrary, the international re- 
cognition of the PLO is making progress. 

As regards the relationship of forces in the Middle East, the chief ten- 
dency is also determined by the fact that a number of countries are 
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embarking on the progressive road of development. Thus, for example, 
the National Front United Political Organization of the People’s Dem- 
ocratic Republic of Yemen has placed itself on the firm foundation of 
scientific socialism. In some countries, such as Iraq and Syria, National 
Fronts have been formed. Further successes consist in the fact that the 
position of the international monopolies—above all the oil monoplies— 
was substantially weakened. As is generally known, Iraq and Libya 
have nationalized the oil extraction industry. 

The successes of the peoples and the liberation movements prove that 
the attempts of reaction to halt this development are doomed to failure. 
But imperialism refuses to be reconciled to its defeats. It is desperately 
resisting every advance. Besides its political, diplomatic and ideological 
counter-offensive, it is also trying, above all, to hold on to its positions 
by means of economic pressure. It turns to military force, as in southern 
Africa, in the Middle East, in Ethiopia, and recently also in Zaire, where 
it attempts to justify its interference by gross calumnies against the 
socialist countries, especially the Soviet Union, Cuba and the GDR. It 
stirs up centres of tension, as in Cyprus, and stage-manages military 
putsches, as in Thailand. Just a few months ago we were witnesses to 
scenes of inhuman brutality and scarcely imaginable human suffering: 
the destruction of the Palestinian refugee camp Tall Zaatar in Lebanon, 
where thousands of human lives were snuffed out, the attack by South- 
ern Rhodesian mercenaries on the village of Nhagomia in Mozam- 
bique, where over 600 refugees from Rhodesia were butchered; we were 
witnesses to the bloody response of the South African racists to the mass 
demonstrations of the black population of Soweto and other townships. 
However far apart these places may be, their names stand for the in- 
humanity of a system which is called imperialism. Imperialism poses as 
a defender of human rights, while everywhere trampling them underfoot. 
It intensifies its reign of terror where it can, and does not. shrink even 
from murder. We feel indignation, revulsion and grief at the cowardly 
murders of such outstanding leaders of the national liberation movement 
as Jason Moyo, Marien N’Gouabi, Kamal Jumblat, and others. 

In a number of South and Central American countries imperialism is 
setting up fascist régimes, as in Chile, Paraguay and Uruguay. There too 
progressive personalities, people who rebel against the yoke, are cruelly 
persecuted, thrown into prison and murdered. In the face of these 
hideous crimes we call upon all to show increased internationalist soli- 
darity. 

World-wide solidarity is a broad barrier against all the forces of reac- 
tion and is one of the most important and necessary ways of guarantee- 
ing nations a truly independent development, by ensuring their success- 
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ful advance along the road of consolidation of independence and of social 
progress. 

For this reason the Programme of the Socialist Unity Party of Germany 
formulates as one of the fundamental tasks of the foreign policy of 
our socialist state the extension of solidarity and support to the social 
and national liberation movements in the world and close cooperation 
with the newly liberated nations. 

Solidarity today is an international factor with which those who want 
to put the clock back must reckon. The power of international solidarity 
is turning out to be stronger than its enemies. 

There have been many proofs of this in recent times, Let us cast our 
minds back to those uplifting moments of 17 December 1976 when the 
news travelled round the world: “Luis Corvalan is free!” For three long 
years, together with progressive humanity, we had fought for that day. 
For three years we had devoted ourselves with voice, hand and heart 
to the cause of Comrade Corvalan. 

Millions and millions of people demanded of the Pinochet junta: Free- 
dom for Luis Corvalén! This demand came from every point of the 
compass; it came from communists, social democrats, Christians, libe- 
rals; it came from workers, peasants, intellectuals, children. How mighty 
solidarity turned out to be! 

The junta could not withstand it. It was forced to release our Comrade 
Luis Corval4n. World-wide solidarity won another victory; a victory 
that gives notice that fascists and other enemies of humanity can no 
longer commit any crime against freedom, peace and human rights, as 
they would like to do. This is an encouragement to all progressive people 
to say loud and clear: Yes, it is worth fighting, for we shall win! 
Comrade Luis Corvalén, whom we welcomed in our Republic with great 
enthusiasm and warmth in our hearts, said at the impressive mass meet- 
ing in the Palace of the Republic: “The solidarity shown us by the Soviet 
Union, the GDR, Cuba, other socialist countries and the progressive 
forces of all five continents is a great encouragement to us Chileans and 
gives us fresh impetus in our struggle against the fascist dictatorship.” 
And we can assure Comrade Corvalan that we shall bring all the strength 
of our solidarity to bear in order to contribute to the downfall of the 
Pinochet régime. 

The new African states that have emerged from the former Portuguese 
colonies are’ playing—as we all know—an outstanding role in the total 
liberation of Africa and in the revolutionary process in the world at 
large. In particular the victory of the patriots in Angola over foreign 
imperialist intervention and domestic reaction inspired the forces of 
progress on the African continent. 
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The Angolan patriots have impressively reinforced the thesis that no 
one can break the determination of peoples to win their freedom any 
longer. In Angola the limitations on imperialism’s ability to reverse the 
results of the national liberation struggle were once again clearly reveal- 
ed. When the successes of the Angolan freedom fighters led by the 
MPLA made themselves felt and the People’s Republic of Angola was 
proclaimed, the worst forces of world reaction united against the young 
state—from the South African racists to the North American and Western 
European neo-colonialists. It was possible to repulse the open military 
aggression of this alliance, which was also linked with domestic reaction. 
It was perfectly natural that the USSR, Cuba and the other socialist 
states should stand at the side of Angola at a time when the latter was 
engaged in a hard struggle to assert its freedom, independence and ter- 
ritorial integrity. Here too our alliance turned out to be stronger. 

It ist true that the motive for our solidarity were slandered the more 
furiously by our opponents the more effective our assistance turned out 
to be and the more clearly the scale of their defeat was revealed. 
However, it is not the socialist countries but precisely their detractors 
who have their eyes on Angola’s rich mineral resources; on the vast de- 
posits of oil, diamonds and uranium ore. Our efforts are aimed at help- 
ing the young People’s Republic of Angola, which today has a clear so- 
cial orientation and has placed the founding of a Marxist-Leninist party 
on the agenda, with counsel and practical measures to build up a new 
social order, free from exploitation and oppression, which will enable 
it to benefit itself from the riches of its country. For us this is more 
than a dictate of the heart. It is the fulfilment of our class duty and 
loyalty to proletarian internationalism. There can be no better response 
to the thanks of the President of the People’s Republic of Angola, 
Dr Agostinho Neto, to Erich Honecker, the Party and State leadership, 
and the people of the GDR for the long years of continuous solidarity, 
than intensified solidarity with a people which is picking itself up and 
is linked to the German Democratic Republic by ties of friendship. 

In Mozambique the situation is similar to that in Angola. When the libe- 
ration front FRELIMO took power, it found itself faced with chaos: a 
lop-sided economy, a backward agriculture, ignorance, diseases, under- 
nourishment. And even that is not the whole legacy of colonial rule. 
The most important task set by FRELIMO’s Third Congress was to eli- 
minate foreign predominance in the economy and the economic depend- 
ence on imperialist countries, to shatter the old colonial state appara- 
tus and to build up a new state apparatus of a new type. These are tasks 
which basically face all countries liberated from colonialism and neo- 
colonialism, and it is in tackling them that they need our help most. 
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The President of the People’s Republic of Mozambique and President of 
FRELIMO, Samora Machel, described the socialist community of states 
as a secure strategic rear area of the oppressed peoples and classes, 
and as the decisive force isolating imperialism in the world arena and 
promoting the liberation struggle. 

We can assure the comrades in Mozambique that in us they have true 
friends at their side on their difficult way to a bright future. 

The Ethiopian revolution, too, which in recent weeks has been faced 
with the difficult task of finally crushing the counter-revolution, needs 
and deserves our comprehensive solidarity and support. It too has to 
face the hostility of all the reactionary forces, from American imperia- 
lism to Arab reaction. 

While visiting Ethiopia with a delegation I had the opportunity of 
observing at first hand the struggle of the Ethiopian people to overcome 
the legacy of centuries of feudal domination, to build up a progressive 
social order and to defend the gains of the national democratic revolu- 
tion against all attacks by external and domestic reaction. 

In Somalia the revolution has been victorious. But here too the Somali 
Revolutionary Socialist Party is faced with great difficulties in the 
implementation of its national democratic programme with a socialist 
orientation, difficulties attributable to economic backwardness and the 
intense hostility of imperialism. The selfless behaviour and solidarity of 
the Soviet Union and the other socialist countries are for Somalia a 
great and indispensable aid. Even if one takes into account all the 
differences and contradictions in the development of these nations, 
one finds that the rapid tempo at which social changes are taking place 
and the orientation of many of their leading forces towards scientific 
socialism are dominant features. 

Thus on the sixtieth anniversary of Red October we see more clearly 
than ever that the progressive forces in the world are reaping the fruits 
of their decades of struggle. 

“The world is literally changing before our very eyes, and it is changing 
for the better”, noted Comrade Leonid Ilyich Brezhnev at the Twenty- 
fifth Congress of the CPSU. 

The events on the international arena prove this just as much as the 
Marxist-Leninist thesis—reaffirmed at the Twenty-fifth Congress of the 
CPSU, the Ninth Congress of the SED, and at the congresses of the 
other fraternal socialist parties—that the strengthening of the world 
socialist system is leading to an increasingly close cooperation with the 
other main revolutionary currents: the working class in the capitalist 
countries and the national liberation movement. And this is determining 
to an ever increasing extent the course of world politics. 
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The example of socialism as it really exists provides millions of fighters 
with support and orientation. 

The successes of the policy of peaceful coexistence—despite all machi- 
nations of the enemies of détente—is increasingly reducing the pressure 
of the cold war on the working class in the capitalist countries, whose 
political room for manceuvre is consequently greater. The security and 
stability of our type of society act as a rousing example. The continuous 
economic growth of the CMEA countries makes it possible to extend 
increasingly solid assistance to economically less developed countries 
in their bid for industrialization. 

Also the conclusion of the package of treaties normalizing the European 
situation, the world-wide diplomatic recognition of the GDR, and the 
successful holding of the conference on security and cooperation in 
Helsinki are strategic successes for the cause of peace and progress, 
and have inflicted a defeat on the imperialist policy of “roll back” in 
Europe. 

All this creates good conditions and even better opportunities for our 
solidarity movement and for our concrete work, but it also—as I men- 
tioned before—demands even greater efforts on our part. 

The most important task of our solidarity movement is to contribute 
actively to the attainment of the goal set by the Ninth Congress of 
the SED: “Anti-imperialist solidarity with all peoples fighting for their 
national and social liberation and active support for the progressive 
and revolutionary forces in the world in the spirit of proletarian inter- 
nationalism.” 

The important points now are these: 

1. The focus of our solidarity work is comprehensive support for the 
new progressive states whose development is oriented towards socialism. 
We are providing increaced assistance in the building up of a national 
economy and a democratic state apparatus in Angola and Mozambique, 
in Guinea-Bissau and the Cape Verde Islands, in SAo Tomé and Principe. 
We are supporting on the basis of solidarity the People’s Democratic 
Republic of Yemen, the People’s Republic of Congo, Ethiopia, Mada- 
gascar, Somalia and other countries. 

2. Our efforts are directed towards eliminating all forms of colonialism 
and racism. We stand firmly at the side of the peoples of Zimbabwe, 
Namibia and South Africa, who are fighting under the leadership of 
their liberation organizations for the liquidation of the last colonial- 
fascist and racist régimes on the African continent. 

We actively support the demands for the formation of a national demo- 
cratic state of the people of Zimbabwe, for the ending of the illegal 
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occupation of Namibia by the Republic of South Africa, and for the 
ending of the shameful policy of apartheid in South Africa itself. 

3. Comprehensive support for the Socialist Republic of Vietnam must 
also be continued. This is particularly urgent in view of the severe 
drought prevailing there and the high harvest losses resulting from 
it. The attainment of the goals which the Fourth Congress of the 
Communist Party of Vietnam has set itself for the building of socialism 
is wholly in the interests of our socialist cause. Hence the slogan: 
“Solidarity with Vietnam—now more than ever!” 

4, We are also continuing our resolute support for the just cause of 
the Arab peoples, especially the Arab people of Palestine. We demand 
the return by Israel of all the Arab territories occupied in 1967 and the 
recognition of the inalienable rights of the Palestinian people. 

We see in the reconvening of the Geneva Conference the only realistic 
road to bringing about a political solution of the conflict. 

We are showing unqualified solidarity with the resistance struggle of 
the Arab population in the territories occupied by Israel and support 
the Palestine Liberation Organization as the only legitimate represen- 
tative of the Palestinian people in their just struggle for the legitimate 
national rights of the Palestinian people, including their right to found 
their own state. 

5. Solidarity with the Chilean patriots also occupies now as before a 
special position. 

In a conversation with Comrade Luis Corvalan, Comrade Erich Honecker 
described this solidarity as “one of the greatest social movements in the 
history of the GDR”. 

Our contribution to the overthrow of the Pinochet régime is the 
constant exposure of the fascist practices of the junta. The main attack 
is to be directed above all at the continuing violation of human rights, 
especially as regards the practice of abducting Chilean anti-fascists and 
patriots and the struggle for the restoration of trade union rights. 

At the same time, it goes without saying, we must do all we can for 
all the Chilean patriots who have been compelled to leave their home- 
land. In the same way our solidarity goes out to the patriots of Uruguay 
and to other Latin American peoples in their struggle against the fascist 
and terrorist dictatorships of their countries. 

Highlights of our solidarity this year are once again the “Week of 
Solidarity with the Peoples of Africa in their Struggle for National and 
Social Liberation”, lasting from 23 to 28 May, the “Week of Solidarity 
with All Anti-imperialist Forces in the Middle East in their Struggle 
for a Just Peace and Social Progress”, lasting from 1 to 7 June, and 
the “Week of Solidarity with the Chilean People” in September. 
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We are actively cooperating with the Afro-Asian People’s Solidarity 
Organization (AAPSO) and supporting its initiatives in the anti-imperi- 
alist liberation struggle. 

These are all tasks which we have to tackle together. 

We therefore appeal to all public organizations and institutions in our 
Republic to implant the idea of anti-imperialist solidarity and proleta- 
rian internationalism even more firmly in the hearts and minds of our 
citizens. 

We are convinced that the representatives of press, radio, television and 
all the mass media will keep coming up with new ideas for promoting 
the aim of anti-imperialist solidarity with all means and opportunities 
at their disposal. The radio’s solidarity request programme was a great 
success in 1976. But we shall not be content to rest on our laurels and 
will prove it once again in the year of the sixtieth anniversary of Red 
October. 

The workers of the capital are enthusiastically engaged in doing just 
that. In the first three months FDGB members donated 8.3 million 
marks—i.e. 15 per cent more than in the same period last year—to 
solidarity. Numerous collectives transferred 3 per cent of their annual 
bonuses to the solidarity account. Similar reports have been received 
from branches of the Confederation of Free German Trade Unions in 
other parts of the country. 

In the other mass organizations too, and last but not least in all our 
political parties, the efforts being made for solidarity are being inten- 
sified. 

We appeal to you, dear Presidium members, and to all honorary asso- 
ciates of the Solidarity Committee, to do everything you possibly can 
so that the solidarity movement in our Republic continues to grow in 
such a way, that the political and moral support extended to the libera- 
tion struggle of the peoples will become even more effective and the 
material results even more extensive. 

We are facing great and noble tasks in this and the coming years. 
Through collective thinking and action we shall master them and 
prove the truth of our slogan: “Solidarity brings victory nearer!” 


German text in: GDR Solidarity Committee Archives. 
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Message of greetings from the General Secretary of the 
Central Committee of the Socialist Unity Party of Germany 
and Chairman of the GDR Council of State, Erich Honecker, 
to the World Conference Against Apartheid, Racism and 
Colonialism in Southern Africa, held in Lisbon 


16 June 1977 


On the occasion of the World Conference Against Apartheid, Racism 
and Colonialism in southern Africa, I should like to convey to you 
cordial greetings on behalf of the Central Committee of the Socialist 
Unity Party of Germany, the Council of State, the Government and 
the people of the German Democratic Republic. This world conference 
is an important international event and will help to draw all anti- 
imperialist and democratic forces even closer together in the struggle 
to eliminate the remnants of colonialism in southern Africa. 

The German Democratic Republic has always actively supported the 
struggle of the peoples of Zimbabwe, Namibia and South Africa against 
the racist régimes, against the odious practice of apartheid and neo- 
colonialist conspiracies, and for the implementation of the UN resolu- 
tions for the elimination of racism and colonialism, and will continue to 
show active solidarity with this struggle in future. 

We wish the World Conference Against Apartheid, Racism and Colonial- 
ism complete success and we are convinced that it will strengthen the 
alliance between world socialism, all democratic and anti-imperialist 
forces and the national liberation movement in the struggle for peace 
and security, national independence and social progress for the peoples 
of southern Africa. 


German text in: Neues ‘Deutschland, 16 June 1977. 
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Speech given by the leader of the delegation of the Solidar- 
ity Committee of the GDR, Kurt Seibt, Chairman of the 
Central Auditing Commission of the Socialist Unity Party 
of Germany and President of the Solidarity Committee of 
the GDR, at the World Conference Against Apartheid, 
Racism and Colonialism in Southern Africa, held in Lisbon 


19 June 1977 


Allow me, on behalf of the General Secretary of the: Central Committee 
of the Socialist Unity Party of Germany and Chairman of the Council 
of State of the German Democratic Republic, Erich Honecker, and also 
in the name of the entire population of our country, to convey to this 
important conference cordial greetings of anti-imperialist solidarity. 
The aim of this gathering—intensified struggle against apartheid, racism 
and colonialism—finds, as you undoubtedly know, the fullest support in 
our state, the GDR, both on the part of the Government and—and 
these are truly no empty words—on the part of our entire popula- 
tion. 

Allow me in the name of my delegation to underline the view frequently 
voiced here that today it is more urgent than ever to unite all freedom- 
minded forces in the struggle against the racist and colonialist régimes 
in southern Africa and to strengthen the struggle against their inhuman 
and illegal practices. 

We, too, are watching with indignation and the deepest abhorrence 
the constantly mounting escalation of measures of aggression, terror, 
murder, oppression and exploitation against the African peoples in 
southern Africa. 

We are wholly in agreement with the opinion expressed here to the 
effect that the intensification of terror against the national liberation 
movement is directly related to the political, economic and military aid 
granted to Vorster’s and Smith’s racist régimes by these imperialist 
powers which have been frequently mentioned here. 

In this case, too, crime and hypocrisy go hand in hand, as they always 
do with imperialist depradations. And once again it becomes evident 
who is in fact on the side of the peoples of southern Africa fighting 
for their rights, freedom and independence, and who their enemies 
are, 

We emphatically repeat the demands made by the GDR for 

— the unconditional transfer of all power to the people of Zimbabwe; 
— the immediate withdrawal of all South African racists from illegally 
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occupied Namibia and the implementation of the right to self-deter- 
mination for the people of this country in accordance with UN 
resolutions; and 
— the unconditional cessation of the policy of racism and apartheid in 
the Republic of South Africa. 
Dear friends! 
In the name of the Solidarity Committee of the GDR I can emphatically 
assure you that we shall continue to intensify our political and material 
solidarity actions for our African friends and comrades-in-arms with 
the aim of overcoming their oppressors. 
We do this out of the deepest conviction! As you know, our people 
gained their own bitter experiences in the struggle against fascist racist 
barbarity, and we are very conscious of the fact that at that time a 
broad movement of international solidarity came to our aid and finally 
helped to eliminate racism and the fascist order from our country’s soil 
and to introduce socialism. 
In this we remember especially the extraordinarily great sacrifices made 
for our people out of solidarity by the world’s first socialist state, the 
Soviet Union, despite the untold suffering that had been inflicted 
upon it. 
Even if it appears to be a coincidence that the World Conference Against 
Apartheid, Racism and Colonialism is being held at a time when 
progressive humanity is celebrating the sixtieth anniversary of the 
Great October Socialist Revolution, it is nevertheless of symbolic sig- 
nificance, for the Red October of 1917 marked the beginning of an 
epoch in which the peoples of the world rose up and were able to 
liberate themselves from imperialist exploitation, colonial slavery, racial 
discrimination and thralldom of all kinds. 
Today the moment of liberation for the peoples of Zimbabwe, Namibia 
and South Africa is nigh. And we are certain that international solidari- 
ty will be intensified even more for this exalted aim to be attained. 
In this process solidarity and assistance from the GDR will never be 
lacking. 
As a further contribution to the aims of the conference we have handed 
over a number of films dealing with the liberation struggle of the 
peoples of southern Africa to the conference organizers. 


German text in: GDR Solidarity Committee Archives. 
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Message of greetings sent by the General Secretary of the 
Central Committee of the Socialist Unity Party of Germany 
and Chairman of the GDR Council of State, Erich Honecker, 
to the World Conference for Action against Apartheid in 
Lagos 


22 August 1977 


In the name of the Council of State, the Government and the people 
of the German Democratic Republic, I convey cordial greetings to the 
World Conference for Action Against Apartheid. The World Conference 
is taking place at a time when the decisive phase of the struggle of 
the peoples of South Africa, Namibia and Zimbabwe for their national 
and social liberation has begun. Supported by the increasing strength of 
world-wide solidarity, the enslaved peoples are conducting resolute 
operations against the racist régimes. 

As the last bulwark of imperialism and colonialism in Africa the South 
African apartheid régime is denying millions of human beings the most 
elementary rights. The people of the German Democratic Republic 
angrily condemns the brutal terror which does not even spare women 
and children. A stop must be put to the illegal occupation of Namibia 
and the threatening of free neighbouring states with war and aggres- 
sion. 

In view of the acute danger to peace and international security created 
by the apartheid régime, the German Democratic Republic considers 
that resolute measures should be taken for that régime’s international 
isolation. The GDR supports the demand for a total arms embargo and 
the taking of all measures necessary to bar South Africa’s accéss to 
nuclear weapons. 

The German Democratic Republic declines to have relations of any kind 
with the apartheid régime. It regards the national liberation movements 
as the legitimate representatives of their peoples. Linked to them by 
ties of solidarity the GDR will continue actively to support the struggle 
against colonialism, neo-colonialism and racism. 

We are convinced that the World Conference for Action Against Apart- 
heid will make an effective contribution to the implementation of the 
right to self-determination of the peoples of southern Africa. In this 
spirit we wish the Conference every success. 


German text in: Neues Deutschland, 22 August 1977. 
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The United Nations 
and its Specialized Agencies 


Editors: 

Prof. Wolfgang Sprote 

Prof. Harry Wiinsche 

Institute of International Relations, 
Academy of Law 

and Political Sciences of the GDR 
Potsdam-Babelsberg 


In the struggle for détente and the normalization of 
international relations the United Nations can play an 
important part. 

Most of its members have accepted the Soviet Union’s 
proposals to increase the peace-keeping function of 
the UN, and are endeavouring to enhance the 
organization’s political effectiveness. Therefore the 
purposes and tasks of the United Nations Organization, 
its development and structure, as well as the mode of 
operation and activities of its bodies and specialized 
agencies, are arousing the interest of an ever broader 
readership. In order to meet this need for information 
we have embarked on the publication of a multivolume 
series of documents on the United Nations. 

For the present, twenty volumes (including an index) 
are planned. They deal with specialized agencies and 
include documents published by the United Nations and 
its bodies on fundamental political, economic and 

legal issues. 

The texts of the documents will be given both in German 
translation and.in their binding versions in the 

official languages of the UN (Russian, English and 
French at the maximum). An introduction and subject 
index will be included in each volume. 


Volumes published so far 


Volume 1 
Die Entstehung der UNO 
(The Birth of the UN) 


Compiled and with an introduction by 
Prof. Harry Wiinsche 

Hard-bound 479pages M 48,— 
Order 770 343 2 / Vereinte Nationen 1 


Volume 4 

Mandate und Verfahrensregeln 
ékonomischer UNO-Organe 

(The Terms fo Reference and Rules 
of Procedure of UN Economic 
Agencies) 

Compiled and with an introduction by 
Prof. Wolfgang Sprote 

Hardbound S06pages M51,— 
Order 770 450 7 / Vereinte Nationen 4 


S 


Staatsverlag 
der Deutschen Demokratischen Republik 


Volume 5 

Resolutionen zu Grundfragen 

der internationalen Wirtschaftsbeziehungen 
(UN Resolutions on Fundamental Aspects 
of International Economic Relations) 
Compiled and with an introduction by 

Prof. Wolfgang Spréte 

Hard-bound 652pages M 66,— 

Order 770 451 5 / Vereinte Nationen 5 


Volume 7 

Die Weltgesundheitsorganisation 
(The World Health Organization) 
Compiled and with an introduction by 
Prof. Joachim Peck 

Hard-bound 477pages M 48,— 
Order 770 844 4 / Vereinte Nationen 7 


S 


Staatsverlag 
der Deutschen Demokratischen Republik 


Volume 11 

Der Internationale Fernmeldeverein 

(The International Telecommunication Union) 
Compiled and with an introduction by 

Herbert Haschke and Dr Willi Paubel 

Hard-bound 351 pages M37,— 

Order 770 872 7 / Vereinte Nationen 11 


To be published in 1979: 


Volume 2 

Die Hauptorgane der UNO 

(The Principal Organs of the UN) 
Compiled and with an introduction by 
Prof. Harry Wiinsche 

Hard-bound c.600pages  c.M 56,— 
Order 770 447 8 / Vereinte Nationen 2 


S 


Staatsverlag 
der Deutschen Demokratischen Republik 


Other volumes planned in the series 


Volume 3 

Resolutionen 

zu politischen und rechtlichen Grundfragen 
(UN Resolutions 

on Fundamental Political and Legal Issues) 
in four parts 


Volume 6 

Resolutionen 

zu Grundfragen des internationalen Handels, 

der internationalen 

Wahrungs- und Finanzbeziehungen 

und der regionalen 6konomischen Zusammenarbeit 


(UN Resolutions 

on Fundamental Aspects of World Trade, 
International Monetary and Financial Relations 
and Regional Economic Cooperation) 


Volume 8 

Die Organisation der Vereinten Nationen 
fiir Erziehung, Wissenschaft und Kultur 
(The United Nations Educational, Scientific 
and Cultural Organization) 


Volume 9 
Die Weltorganisation fiir Meteorologie 
(The World Meteorological Organization) 


Volume 10 
Der Weltpostverein 
(The Universal Postal Union) 


Volume 12 
Die Internationale Arbeitsorganisation 
(The International Labour Organization) 


Volume 13 

Die Internationale Organisation 

fiir Zivilluftfahrt 

(The International Civil Aviation Organization) 


Volume 14 

Die Internationale 

Beratende Seeschiffahrtsorganisation 
(The Intergovernmental 

Maritime Consultative Organization) 


Volume 15 

Die Ernahrungs- 

und Landwirtschaftsorganisation 

(The Food and Agricultural Organization) 


Volume 16 
Die Internationale Atomenergieorganisation 
(The International Atomic Energy Agency) 


Volume 17 
Die Weltbankgruppe (IBRD, IDA, IFC) 
(The World Bank Group) 


Volume 18 
Die Weltorganisation fiir geistiges Eigentum 
(The World Intellectual Property Organization) 


Volume 19 

Die Organisation der Vereinten Nationen 
fiir industrielle Entwicklung 

(United Nations 

Industrial Development Organization) 


S 


Staatsverlag 
der Deutschen Demokratischen Republik 


